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CONSTITUTION 

OK   THK 

TOPSKIKJ^D    HISTORICAL.  SOCIETY. 

Adopted,  Decenitaei'  14,  1894. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  organization  shall  he  known  as  The  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Its  object  is  the  collection,  preservation  and  study  of  all  historical  materials  I 
relating  to  the  town  of  Topsfield.  and  it  also  shall  be  the  the  purpose  of  the  I 
society  to  encourage  tlie  study  of  natural  history  in  its  various  branches.  j 

ARTICLE  III.  i 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President,   vSecretary,  Treasurer,  j 

Curator,  and  an  executive  committee,  five  in  number,  of  which  the  President.  i 

Vice-President  and  Secretary  shall  be  rx  o^^icio  members.  I 

All  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting.  j 

ARTICLE  IV.  ' 

The  Secretary  shall  give  notice  of  all  meetings  and  record  their  proceedings, 
and  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  make  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Society  for  the 
preceding  year.  ' 

lie  shall  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  all  donations  and  preserve  a  record 
of  the  same. 

articlb:  V. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  Sociel}-,  and  it 
sliall  be  their  duty  to  select  suitable  subjects  for  discussion  at  each  meeting  and 
arrange  for  the  preparation  of  papers  or  addresses  on  the  same.  i 

ARTICLE  VI.  i 

All  persons  interested  in  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  eligible  for  membership. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Any  person  may  be  elected  a  member  at  a  regular  meeting  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  members  present  and  voting,  the  name  of  such  person  having  been  pro- 
posed in  writing  by  two  members  at  a  previous  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
An  annual  fee  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  paid  in  advance  by  every  member. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
Regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  every  month,   excepting 
June,  July  and  August,  and    the  meeting   held  in  January  shall  be    the   annual 
meeting  f<,)r  the  hearing  of  ail    rc'ports   :ind   election   of   olhcers    for   the   ensuing 
year. 

ARTICLE   X. 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  by  a  three-fourths 
vote  of  the  members  present,  notice  tiiereof  having  been  given  at  a  ])rceeding 
nu-eting. 
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SECRETARVS    REPORT. 


To  present  the  first  animal  report 
of  a  Mistorical  Society  is  an  honor 
but  few  Ijave  had  the  opportunity  of 
embracing',  and  in  the  present  in- 
stance I  particulai'ly  esteem  it,  be- 
cause of  tljc  o'roat  and  iirowino;  sue- 
cess  of  our  Society,  which  from  a 
humble  beirinninii'  has  o-raduallv 
gained  in  rnember;?hip  and  influence 
until  it  has  become  a  factoi-  in  t!ie 
life  of  the  town 

Mv  connection  with  the  Society 
has  been  a  source  of  mn(.'h  pleasure, 
and  the  custom  of  legularh^  lioldin^ 
our  meetings  in  this  house  has  in 
part,  1  thinii,  added  to  their  interest, 
the  social  feature  naturally  proving 
attractive,  so  that  it  skives  me  great 
plcasui'c  to  again  exl'Mid  to  you  an 
invilation  to  hold  here  the  future 
meetings  of  our  Society. 

In  reviewing  the  work  accom- 
plished dui-ing  the  past  year,  perhaps 
the  two  more  prominent  features  are 
the  printing  of  iiistorical  collections 
and  the  gatherii:g  of  a  nucleus  for  a 
cainnet  collection  of  relics  and  cu- 
riosities. Of  the  latter  the  number  of 
objects  is  as  yet  not  large',  but,  as  a 
small  room  in  the  Town  hall  has  been 
so  kindly  set  aside  for  our  use  by  the 
town  authorities,  it  is  ho[)ed  our 
funds  may  increase  and  during  the 
coming-  year  suitable  cabinets  may  l)e 
obtained  wherein  our  collection  of 
historical  relics  may  be  proj)t'rly  dis- 
playinl,  saft^  from  the  cniious  hand- 
ling (>f  visitors.  Tln'  expense  will 
not  l^c  ureat  and  I  would  {particular- 
ly call  to  your  atlenlion  the  iuM'ds  of 
the  Socioty  ill  this    ri'spect    with    the 


hope  that  some  means  can  be  de- 
vised for  increasing  our  revenue  with 
tills  end  in  view. 

About  the  first  of  February  our 
volume  of  llistorlcai  Collections  will 
be  ready  for  distribution.  It  will 
consist  of  about  one  hundi'ed  pages 
of  text,  with  several  illustrations. 
The  executive  committee  have 
thought  it  best  to  distribute  one  copy 
to  eacli  member  o-i-atis  and  hold  the 
remainder  of  the  edition  at  a  fixed 
price,  hoping  to  d^'rive  a  small  I'eve- 
nue  fi-om  their  sale.  While  man}" 
other  Societies,  historical  and  philo- 
sophical, follow  the  practice  of 
holding  their  reports  or  collections 
at  a  certain  price  irrespective  of 
niemliership,  your  executive  connni!- 
tee  have  thought  best  to  make  this 
distribution  honin?;  by  so  do!'!!v  to 
bind  more  closely  the  membertliij)  tie 
and  place  in  the  hands  of  each  asso- 
ciate, whether  a  resident  of  Topsiield 
or  living  in  some  distant  city,  yet 
alike  interested  in  our  work,  some 
tangible  evidence  of  their  atiiliation 
with  our  Society. 

There  have  been  ten  meetings  of 
the  society  held  during  the  past  year. 
Papers  have  been  prepared  and  read 
by  the  following  members  :  Mrs.  T. 
K.  Leach,  i\Irs.  Haven,  .\[is.  (i. War- 
ren Towne,  Miss  Metta  Hradstreet, 
.Miss  Ada  Todd,  Miss  Esther  D win- 
ell,  Miss  Uattie  Todd,  Miss  Inssii- 
P(>abodv,  .lustin  Allen.  M.  !).,  I'euj. 
.).  Ihdcii,  Jolm  II.  Towne.  W.  I)o!i- 
aldsop..  C.  J.  Teabody,  .1.  H.  I'otler. 
A.  M.  I)v)dge  :\\\d  your  seerela.ry. 
and  several  of  the  papers  so  pri^pari'd 
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have  be'.M)  printed   in    tlie    collGCtlon. 

Sidney  Perley,  Esq.,  of  Salem,  was 
present  a?,  the  tirst  meeting  of  the 
society  jijuI  spoke  on  oi'ganized  his- 
torieai  v/ot!;.  At  the  Mareh  meeting 
Hon.  Hoi'dt  S.  Rantoul  of  Salem 
\vas  j")i;es(-'-it  i\y\c\  read  an  iiiteresting 
paper  od  "Hie  Era  of  the  Staj>;e 
Coaeh."  June  I!)  a  field  meeting 
was  held  at  the  agricultural  farm  and 
notwiUistanding  severe  showers  a 
good  niV)iii'>er  was  present.  Papei's 
were  lead  by  Mrs.  Ahbie  W  Towne, 
Heui..).  B;de!).  Charles  .J.  Feabodv 
and  your  seeretary.  Several  points 
of  iiistoric')'  interest  wei'e  visited, 
the  e(rinp:iny  linally  reuchiiig  the 
house  of  Geoi'ge  F.  Averill,  who  very 
hospit.d)ly  tiu-ew  open  his  doors  and 
rnterL  lined  the  society  royall}'. 

On  Sept.  20  a  well  attended  public 
liieetip;',  wt'S  hrld  at  the  Town  hall 
v>'lieii  l^zr.-f  nines,  Ks(]  ,  of  Daiu'ers 
delivei'tM]  an  address  on  the  ••.Mean- 
ing and  X'abie  of  llislorieal  Socie- 
ties" and  also  (U-scribed  his  search 
fur  tile  poi-t raits  of  the  i>r(»wne  fam- 
ily, the  buildei's  of  the  Folly  hill 
Tiiansion  in  Dan  vers.  Charles  J. 
Peabody  also  read  a  biouiaphical 
sketch  on  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleaveland. 
At  the  December  meeting  Kev.  A.  P. 
Putnam,  president  of  the  Dan  vers 
llislorieal  Society,  was  j)iesent  and 
delivered  a  lecture  (n\  '-Our  Histoii- 
cal  S(.)cii_'ties." 

The  (lunations  to  the  cabinet  num- 
ber '22,  and  to  the  library  15.  These 
wiU  he  propiM'ly  acknowledged  in  the 
iiii  ludiu'ioi'v  pages  ot  ihc  historical 
coilrct  i()ns. 


John  Hood  Gould,  an  honorary 
member,  died  Feb.  11,  1895,  and  in 
his  death  the  society  meets  with  a 
great  loss. 

The  membership  at  the  present 
time  is  ninety-four  and  in  this  con- 
nection I  would  call  3'on.r  attention  to 
the  fact  that  every  additional  mem- 
bershij)  fee,  small  as  it  may  seem, 
aids  tlie  society  in  its  work  and 
broadens  the  range  of  its  usefulness. 
We  need  a  largei'  membership.  AVe 
should  iind  in>>cril>ed  on  our  rolls 
many  interested  in  our  work,  though 
non-residents  of  Toi)sf)eld.  The 
value  of  the  historical  collections 
mighl  be  held  up  as  an  inducement 
toward  an  increased  mcinbei'ship,  but 
in  any  case  let  each  memlter  propose 
one  new  name  durino;  the  coming 
year  and  by  so  domg  double  our  roll. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  ofiice  of 
cni-ator  be  separated  froni  that  of 
secietary  and  an  organized  eifort  be 
made  toward  the  accumulation  of 
large  additions  fo  our  cal)inet  collec- 
tions. In  many  an  old  attic  in  town 
lie  buried  valuable  relics  of  a  by- 
gone day,  and  with  the  actpiisition  of 
closed  cabinets  each  member  should 
take  particular  pride  in  preserving 
for  the  society  these  various  objects, 
and  in  time  would  result  a  collection 
that  tittinirlv  mi2;ht  reiM-esent  the  his- 
toric  life  of  our  town  from  the  ear- 
liest times. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Gko.  Fus.  Dow, 

Secret  arv. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

For  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1895. 


IX 


Receipts. 

Annual  cUies 

Geo.  L.  Gouki,  donation 


EXPEXDITUKES. 


$43.00 

Printing  historical  col. 

S16.50 

2.00 

Priatino-.  typewriting,  etc. 

5.40 

Postal  cards 

10.70 

Record  books 

1.50 

Warren  Blues'  equipments 

7.00 

Rent  Town  hall 

2.50 

Lecturer's  expenses 

1.10 

S45.00 

$44.70 

Balance  on  hand 

.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Fks.  Dow, 

Trea 

surer. 

Dooa  tloiTB  for  year  eiacliiag  Jan.  3,  1896. 


Cabinet. 

Cuinmings,  Miss  Julia  A.,  Boxford — 
Arrow  lu^ad. 

Dodge,  Albert  M. — Cabinet  case  and 
collection  of  birds'  eggs  number- 
ino;  1  1()  varieties. 

Dow,  Eugene  M. — Battered  silver 
spoon  found  on  Price's  Hill, 
monogram  P>.  B.  II. 

Dow,  Geo.  Frs. — Spinning  wheel ; 
piece  of  live  oak  keel  of  IT.  M. 
S.  Somerset,  wrecked  on  Cape 
Cod  in  177!);  two  Indian  arrow 
iieads  ;  btoin!  ini[)lt'ini.'nL  used  for 
sharpening  Indian  tools;  badge, 
Mass.  S(K'ii'ty  Sons  of  Ameri- 
can lve\olution  ;  b:idge,  I'.ssox 
Co.     Rep.     Convention,    Salem. 


Aug.     24,     1887;    badge,    25th 
Natl.    Encampment   G.    A.    R., 
Detroit,    Mich.,     1891;    framed 
portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Gould,  John  H. — Hair  trunk  former- 


silk  umbrella  formerly  the  prop- 
erty of  Jacob  p.  Towne. 

llutehings,  Mrs.  Esther  W. — Feather 
plume  worn  by  Jeremiah  vStoue, 
M.  L).,  when  8urgtM)n  of  the 
'ro[)slield  Warren  Blues  in  K^'bl. 

Johnson,  iMrs.  Arthur — Brass  bar- 
relled pistol  i)iekevl  ui)  on  tlie 
battletleld  of  Stonington.  Conn. 

lvim!)all,    Paul    R.— l>anner     of     the 


X 


Topylicif.l  Fremont  and  Da3'toii 
Club,   185('). 

Pray,  Reiu.l  !>. — Deck-light  from  U. 
8,  S.  S-  Mendota  ;  gavel  turned 
from  the  oaken  frame  of  tlie  old 
Israel  Galhij)  house;  piece  of 
core  l)onn2"  from  the  lar2"est  «;un 
in  tile  U.  -S.  i^"''^*}'-;  fi"oni  Wash- 
ington Navy  Yard.   1892. 

Stevens,  Albert  W . — Pieces  of  clay 
pipes  fi'oni  a  chimney  fonnda- 
tion  in  an  old  celhar  near  Crook- 
ed Pond  in  Boxford  ;  (see  Per- 
ley's  dwellings  of  P)Oxford,  page 
136)  ;  tvvo  ancient  iron  peat 
forks ;  piece  of  chestnut  wood 
excavated  r'rom  the  pit  of  the 
Topsiield  copper  mine  in  1840. 
having  been  buried  at  the  work- 
ing of  tiie  mine  in  !  771 . 

Webster.  Albert — Indian    stone  axe. 

Welch.  Mrs.  El!(>n  n.— Wooden 
tablet  inscrilied  with  the  date 
17.V.>,  fonnei'ly  fastened  to  the 
front  of  tlu'  gabery  in  the  old 
meeting-house. 

LllUi.-VUY. 

Averell,  Sianey  \Y . — Accoiuit  book 
and  ledger  of  David  Ilobbs, 
1 774-0  1,  72  [)ages. 

Chandhi*,  James  H. — Newspaper, 
extra  number  of  .Meriden,Conn., 
Republican,  Aug.  20,  PSSl,  con- 
tainirig  account  of  life  and  death 
of  President  James  A.  (iarlield. 


Davis,  Andrew  ^.IcF.,  Cambridire — 
Historical  work  in  ISIass.  pamph. 
1893,    55  pp. 

Edwards,  Benj.  P. — -Three  shares 
stock  of  Eastern  stage  company. 

[Taven,  M)'s.  Theodoi'e  W. — News- 
paper, Salem  Gazette,  Mar.  28, 
1800;  certificate  of  stock  in 
Topsiield  Agricultural  Librai'y, 
Marcli  24,  18G0;  newspaper, 
Columbian.  Centinel,  Dec.  22, 
1810;  tax  collector's  warrant, 
177-)  ;  receiot  for  Revolution  a  ry 
service  July  11,  1776,  Andrew 
Gould. 

Johnson.  Mrs.  Arthur — Universal 
Geograpiiy  by  Rev.  Elijah  Par- 
rish.  Newburyport,lS08.  214  pp. 

Lake,  Henry  W. — Newspaper,  New- 
buryport  Herald,  Nov.  17,  1834, 
containing  account  of  political 
ceh^bration  in  Topstield. 

Perley.  Sidney,  Salem — Newspapers. 
Salem  Gazette  Sept.  30,  1774 
and  Oct    7,  1774. 

Poor.  Joseph  B.  —  History  of  the 
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INTRODUCTORY   REMARKS    AT   THE  FIRST    REGULAR  MEET- 
ING  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 
JAN    4,  1895,  BY  THE  PRESIDENT,  JUSTIN 
ALLEN,  M.  D. 


-It  seoras  proper  on  aa  occasion  like 
this,  Tf  hoD  a  GO'.vly  or;j:auized  Historical 
society  is  about  to  enter  upon  its  appro- 
prlate  work,  that  it  should  i>lancc  over 
the.  field  to  be  occupied  and  touch  upon 
sonie  of  the  points  that  will  more  partic- 
ularly enjijige  its  attention. 

The  history  of  the  town  and  of  events 
having  relation  near  or  more  remote  to 
the  town  history  will  afi^ord  an  ample 
field  for  our  study  and  investigation. 

We  Deed  not  be  content  wiih  com- 
mencing our  studies  with  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  town  by  Europeans.  'Ihese 
hills  and  valleys  weie  previously  inhal)ii- 
ed  by  other  races  than  our  own,  who 
have  left  traces  of  their  occupancy.  A 
very  few  of  the  race  that  inhabited  this 
region  were  f(MJud  in  eastern  Massr.chu- 
setts  when  the  first  Euiopeau  emigrants 
arrived.  The  previous  ueueiar.ions  that 
occupied  this  loealiiy  haveleCi  a  meagre 
history  in  rude  implements  used  in  their 
peaceful  pursuits,  in  the  chase,  and  in 
war. 

There  is  a  place  in  this  town  which 
from  the  many  pre-hist()ri(;  relics  found 
there  is  called  the  "wigwam."'  There  is 
another  place  wher«-  there  have  been 
found  irregular  pieces  of  flint,  and  flint 
chips.  The  raaierial  was  doubtless 
brought  from  a  distance  and  manufac- 
tured into  arrow-heads,  spear-lieads,  and 
whatever  other  articles  the  needs  and 
ingenuity  of  the  residents  might  have 
devised.  This  is  struuii  evidence  tiiat 
the  aborigines  had  a  permanent  residence 
here.  Ifsucli  weie  the  case  it  is  prob 
able  that  tiiey  burit'd  their  dead  Vhtv. 
also,  and  tliat  Ineir  remains  !u'  soine- 
where  in  the  soil  of  our  town.  [  am  not 
aware  that  any  Indian  bones  have  l)een 
found  within  those  limits.  It  may  be 
reserved  for  ft  member  of  this  socieiv    to 


unearth  a   long   concealed    Indian    bury- 
ing-ground. 

The  town  records  afford  the  most  reli- 
able source  for  the  civil  hisLorv  of  the 
place,  as  an  incorporated  municipality. 
The  oldest  records  are  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  read,  on  account  of  their  woin  and 
to  some  extent  illegible  conUiiioo,  as 
well  as  their  ancient  orthography  and 
quaint  chirojiraphy.  The  tabor  of  de- 
cipherinji  and  transcribing:  som.e  of  the 
more  diSlcult  portions  of  the  r^^cords  has 
been  undertaken  by  one  of  our  cumber, 
and  we  shall  know  more  from  the  records 
of  the  town  than  it  has  been  practicable 
to  know  heretofore. 

With  regard  to  anc'ent  landmarks  the 
location  of  the  residences  of  the  early, 
inhabitants,  the  boundaries  of  fairns  and 
early  2rAnts.and  the  elucidalinu  ol  many 
obscure  allusions  in  tlie  town  recoids, 
very  much  can  be  learned  by  a  patient 
perusal  of  the  Registry  oi  Deeds. 

Old  deeds  and  papers  that  have  with- 
stood the  waste  of  time  and  have  been 
preserved  in  many  of  the  old  families 
will  often  give  a  clew  to  the  establish- 
ment of  important  facts.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  such  topics  as  the  history  of 
old  houses,  old  cellars,  and  the  location 
of  old  roads.  Contemporary  with  the 
town  records  Is  the  ecclesiastical  history 
of  the  town.  Church  records,  memoran- 
da kept  by  the  ministers  and  others  are 
important  in  throwing  Wiihi  upon  all 
matters  relating  to  the  religious  Hie  of 
the  people.  They  are  also  valuable  in  a 
genealogical  point  of  view.  Obscure 
points  in  family  history  may  be  cleared 
np  whicli  would  otherwise  lemain  doiibt- 
fui  or  unknowu. 

Events  of  wider  interest  connected 
wii,h  the  history  of  the  state  of  New 
England  and  of  the  United  States,  having 
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ANNE   BRADSTREET. 

HER    LIFE    AND     WORKS. 

BY  METTA  BRADSTREET. 


ADue  Bradstreet,  noted  as  the  earliest 
female  poet  io  America,  was  the  daugh 
ter  of  Thomas  Dudley  and  wife  of  Simon 
Bradst,reet,  two  of  the  founders  and  early 
governors  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony. 

The  ancestry  ot.that  branch  of  the 
Dudley  family  to  which  Madam  Brad- 
street  belon;i<id  is  simply  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  Extensive  researches  have 
filled  to  provi  ilie  connection  with  John 
Dudley  DuK'i  of  Norihumoerland,  which 
several  ot  the  Dudley  descendants  claim. 

Her  father,  Thomas  Dudley,  was  born 
in  Lincolnshire,  Enij.,  in  1576  or  '77  and 
was  the  onlv  son  of  Captain  Roger  Dud- 
ley who  fell  in  battle  In  158G.  Thomas 
was  taken  fiom  school  at  an  early  age 
and  became  a  page  in  the  family  of  Lord 
Compton.  After  this  he  served  as  a 
lawyer's  clerk,  and  then  we  And  him  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  eighteen  volun- 
teers, part  of  a  force  collected  by  Eliza- 
beth to  aid  the  French  kinir.  From  these 
various  occupiiions  he  derived  consider- 
able legiil  skill,  sLraightforwardness, 
honeaij.y  and  courage.  Under  the  preach- 
ing of  the  famous  Puritan  mluiater, 
Dodd,  he  becumo  a  Nonconformist  and 
ever  alter  adhered  stricily  to  the  views 
which  he  adopted. 

For  several  years  Dudley  was  steward 
oftheEuliif  Lincoln's  estate,  then  he 
removed  lo  B  >siou,  Lincolnshire,  where 
he  bee  line  acquainted  wiih  Rev.  John 
(/Oitoti,  his  iiI'Lerward  CMinpunlon  In  *Jio 
New  World.  HIa  wife,  Doiothy,  Is 
spoken  of  In  the  lecord  ol  their  marriage 
as  a  "Gentlewoman  whofe  Extract  and 
Efiate  were  Confiderablf ."  Anne  was 
Ihelr  second  child,  born  In  1012,  probably 
at  Norihumpton.  Of  her  early  youth  and 
bringing  up  we  know  but  little.  She 
wm  eviilently  religiously  and  strictly 
trained  and  from  her  works  It  Is  plain 
that  «he  had  road  and  stuilied  with  unus- 
ual diligence  for  one  of  her  aj^e  and  sex. 
At  this  time  she  hud  a  rich  Held  of  study. 


The  quarter  of  a  century  preceding  the 
departure  of  the  Mass.  Bay  Company 
was  one  of  the  most  glorious  in  the  his- 
tory of  English  literature.  New  books 
were  appearing  \l  unwonted  numbers. 
Spenser,  Sidne.v,  Shakespeare,  and  Cer- 
vantes had  recently  died  leaving  choice 
additions  to  the  literature  of  the  world. 

In  this  period  of  literary  activity  Mad- 
an)  Bradstreet  passed  the  first  eighteen 
years  of  her  life.  With  literary  tastes 
her  surroundings  duiing  this  lime  were 
such  as  to  create  and  satisfy  a  desire  for 
poetical  and  historical  studies.  Of  her 
mother,  who  died  in  1643  at  the  age  ol 
61,  little  is  known,  not  even  her  maiden 
name.  In  an  epitaph  to  her,  her  (laugh- 
ter says  : 

"A  worthy  matron  of  unspotted  life, 
A  loving  mother,  and  obedient    wife" — 

and  farther  on  in  the  poem, 

"A  true  instructor  of  her  family 

The  which  she  urdeied  with  dexterity." 

Her  father,  too,  seems  to  have  taken 
especial  pains  in  instrnctlniz  this  daugh- 
ter if  we  Mjay  judge  Irom  what  she  says 
of  him  : 

"lie  wa'*  niy  father,  guide.  Instructor  too, 
And  who  nif)re  cause  to  boast    his  worlh 

than  I, 
Who  heard,  or  saw,    observed,    or    knew 

liim  l)eiu'r. 
And  who  alive,-  than  I,  a  greater  debtor." 

At  the  ag(!  of  sixieen  she  was  married 
to  Simon  Bradstreet,  the  son  of  u  Non- 
conformist uiinlsler  of  Lincolnshire. 
Bradstreet  was  l)orn  at  llorbllng,  Maicli, 
1603.  lie  was  educated  at  the  grammar 
school  until  he  was  fourteen,  when  his 
father's  deaLh  made  it  necessary  for  hiu) 
to  have.  Ilr  was  lakcn  liito  the  family 
of  the  Eurl  of  Lincoln  under  the  care  of 
Dudley.  He  was  at  Emmanuel  College 
one  year,  having  had,  as  he  himself  w rote, 
"a  very  pleasant  but  unpiolUable  time  in 
the  sochuy  ol'  th(!  lOiirl  of  Lincoln's  broth- 


er  aod  other  companions."  Notwith- 
standing this  he  became  a  good  8cholar, 
taliing  bis  bachelor's  degree  in  1G20  and 
his  master's  four  years  later.  On  Dud- 
ley's removal  to  Lincolnshire  he  became 
stert^ard  in  his  place  managing  the  estate 
with  equal  skill,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  held  the  same  position  to 
the  aged  Countess  of  Warwlek. 

Religious  and  political  affairs  in  Er)g- 
land  being  in  a  bad  state  and  bodiug  ill 
for  the  future,  on  June  26th,  1629.  Dud- 
ley with  eleven  others  signed  an  agree- 
ment vt'hereby  they  pledged  themselves 
to  remove  with  their  families  to  New 
England  by  the  first  of  the  next  March, 
provided  the  whole goveinmeLt,  together 
with  the  patent,  should  be  legally  trans- 
ferred belore  the  last  of  September  to 
remain  with  such  plantation.  Although 
Dudley  had  from  1027  been  interested  in 
the  planting  of  a  cjlony  he  evidently  had 
no  connection  with  ihe  company  till  Oct. 
15,  1629.  Ou  that  day  he  and  Winthrop 
were  ttist  present  at  a  meeting.  On  Oct. 
20,  Dudley  was  chosen  an  assistant,  and 
on  Mar.  18,  Bradstreet  was  elected  lo  the 
same  ollice.  From  that  titne  they  devot- 
ed their  lives  to  the  interests  (»f  the  com- 
pany, holding  various  hii»h  ollices,  and 
iiad  at  limes  committed  to  them  the 
arrangement  of  business  of  vital  conse 
quence  to  ihe  Colony.  On  board  the 
"Arbeild,"  Mar.  23u,  Dudley  was  chosen 
Deputy-Govtrnoi  in  place  of  Mr.  John 
Humphrey,  who  was  lo  stay  behind  in 
England. 

On  Monday,  March  2;5d,  the  llltlo  band 
of  ruriians  Hit  sail  in  tiielr  lour  sn)all 
vessels,  the  "Arl)ella,"  "Talbot,"  "Am- 
brose," "Jewell."  Most  of  the  prominent 
people  wer«i  on  tin;  "Arbella."  Am(»ng 
tluun  were  Isaac  J(jhiison  and  his  wife, 
thti  drllcaie  Lady  Arbella;  and  here,  too, 
was  the  ijovfrnor,  John  Winthrop.  With 
th«  m,  wliliouL  doul)t,  were  Mrs.  IJrad- 
street,  her  father,  mother  and  husband. 
"From  April  6ih  till  Juru)  12ih  they  did 
not  again  f<et  foot  on  dry  land  and  then 
It  was  to  tread  the  soil  of  the  New 
World."  They  had  a  long,  cold,  rainy 
voyage,  thodioarluessof  which  they  tried 
to  chet'r  l)y  preacliing,  singing,  lasls  luid 
thanksgiving.  Small  wonder,  that  the 
heart  of  oui'  ])oetisH  thus  called    U|)on    to 


leave  her  native  country  with  Its  many 
attractions,  and  her  pleasant  home  wiih 
Its  dear  associations,  rebelled  for  a  while 
at  the  desolate,  even  dangerous  prospect 
before  her.  On  the  seventy-second  day 
of  their  voyage  the  homesick,  sea-worn 
travelle-rs  came  in  sight  of  the 
rocky  but  welcome  shores  of  Mt.  Desert. 
"We  had  now,  fair  sunshine  weather  and 
so  pleasant  a  sweet  air  as  did  uiueh 
refresh  us,  and  there  came  a  smell  off  the 
shoie  like  the  smell  of  a  garden,"  writes 
Winthrop. 

They  landed  at  Sa)em,  then  after  ex- 
ploring the  Charles  and  Mystic  Rivers 
they  brought  their  goods  to  Charlestowu 
and  here  made  a  settlement  of  flfteen 
hundred  people.  The  colony  hete  was 
broken  up  because  of  lack  of  runrung 
water,  general  sickness,  etc.,  and  they 
went  for  a  while  to  Boston  across  the 
river.  In  Decembt^',  1630,  they  decided 
upon  Cambridiie  (then  called  Newtown) 
as  a  good  location  foi'  their  colony.  Elere 
Dudley  and  Bradsireet  both  resided,  the 
former's  house  standing  at  the  corner  of 
the  present  Dunster  and  South  Streets. 
Bradstrc'^t's  stood  near  the  colleges,  on 
the  spot  where  the  Univeisity  Bookstore 
of  Messrs.  Sever  and  Francis  on  Ilarvatd 
Square,  now  is.  Here  Madam  Brad- 
si  I'tiet's  Urst  poem  was  written  in  1632, 
at  the  age  of  11),  "Upon  a  Fit  of  Sick- 
nefs."  ^ 

In  1635,  Dudley  and  Bradstreet  are 
found  enrolled  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich.  'fhere  they  continued  fiom 
l()a5  to  nearly  1641.  Mrs.  Bradstreet 
mentions  lu'r  resiellng  thert^,  but  we  hav(^ 
no  particulars  res[)ectlng  her  stay  in  that 
town.  One  of  her  hjiig  poems,  "A  Dia- 
logue between  Old  England  and  New," 
was  written  theie. 

On  the  4th  of  M»reh,  1634  or  '5,  we 
ha\e  this  record:  "It  Is  orderinl  that  the 
land  abouie  Cochlehowlcke  shall  be  re- 
served for  an  inland  plantation,"  etc. 
This  Is  the  llrst  mention  of  what  was 
afterward  the  town  of  Andover.  The 
early  settlements  were  made  In  that  pait 
near  Coehichowiek  Brook,  now  known  as  ^ 
North  Andover.  To  tids  settlement 
come  Simon  Bradstreet  and  his  wife 
sometime  previous  to  1644.  Hero  Madam 
Bradstreet  lived  a  l)UHy,    useful    life,    ln-T  , 
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time  fully  occupied  by  the  cares  of  her 
fftruily,  alieodance  ou  relij^lous  meetings, 
and  other  duties  lucumbcut  upon  her  as 
the  wile  of  a  populai'  magistrate.  Ilei- 
husband,  too,  was  often  absent  from 
home  for  long  periods,  intent  upon  the 
business  of  the  colony,  once  even  return- 
ing to  England.  Those  were  times  of 
great  gloom  and  hardship  to  our  poetess, 
as  the  letters  written  to  her-  husband  at 
those  periods  will  show,  Th'i  time 
which  she  spent  in  verse-making  was 
cu nulled  from  her  sleef)  and  other  re- 
freshments. The  house  which  they 
occupied  iht've  was  burned  to  the  ground 
July  10th,  1GG6.  Matjy  «)f  her  books  and 
valuable  inanuscripi/s  were  thus  destroyed 
among  them  them  ihe  closing  part  of  her 
poem,  ''The  Foui  Monarchies,"  on  which 
she  had  spent  much  lime  and  labor.  The 
accident  was  S(j  discouiaging  that  she 
had  no  heart  to  proceed  further,  and  left 
the  poem  forever  unfinished. 

Nut  far  from  the  site  of  the  first  meet- 
ing-honse  of  Andover  is  a  large,  old- 
fashioned  house,  the  oldest  in  the  place. 
It  hus  always  been  believed  in  the  town 
that  this  was  ihe  Governor's  house,  built 
to  take  the  place  of  that  burned,  and  its 
size,  solidity  of  construction  and  posi- 
tion tend  to  strengthen  the  belief.  If  so 
Madam  lirud^treet  must  have  lived  in  it 
a  few  years,  as  she  did  not  die  till  1672, 
six  years  after  ihe  Are,  and  then  in  /Vndo- 
Ver.  The  house  was  later  known  to  be 
tne  residence  of  their  son  Dudley.  It 
stands  on  the  old  Haverhill  and  Boston 
road,  within  a  few  feet  ol  ihe  way,  and 
has  a  southerly  aspect.  It  haw  two  full 
stoiies  '.u  front  Out  sloped  to  a  single  one 
in  the  rear.  The  doors  are  small  and 
low.  The  frame  of  the  house  Is  very 
heavy  with  massive  old  t!mber«;  an 
immense  cnininey  i  uus  up  in  the  centre. 

Mrs.  Brhdstreet  had  eight  children. 
First,  Samuel,  who  was  educated  at 
Harvard  College  and  practiced  as  a  phy- 
sician in  15t)ston  for  numy  years,  died  In 
the  Islaini  of  Jamaica  where  he  iuid  re- 
moved. Hccond,  Dorothy,  who  married 
the  Rev.  Seaborn  Cottv)ii,  eldest  son  of 
the  Hov.  John  Cotton  o{'  Boston.  Third, 
Sarah,  who  married  Richard  Hubbard  at 
Ipswich,  brother  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hub- 
bard,   the    historian.      After   his     death, 


she  married  Maj,  Samuel  Ward  of  Mar- 
blehead.  Fourth,  Simon,  also  educated 
at  Harvard,  anil  ordained  pastor  of  the 
church  at  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1C70. 
Fifth,  Hannah,  married  Andrew  Wiggiu 
of  Exeter,  N.  H.  Sixth,  Mercy,  married 
Maj.  Nathaniel  Wade  of  Medford. 
Seventh,  Dudley,  who  resided  in  Ando- 
ver,  holding  several  important  offlces  in 
the  town.  During  the  witch-craft  delu- 
sion he,  as  magistrate,  granted  thirty  or 
forty  warrants  for  the  uppiehension  and 
imprisonment  of  the  supposed  witches, 
but  refusing  to  grant  more  he  fell  him- 
self a  victim  to  the  sanie  charge  and  was 
ol)liged  to  secrete  himself  for  a  while. 
He  died  in  1702,  having  wou  the  love  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Eighth,  John,  born  in  Andover  1G52  and 
resided  in  Topsheld  ou  Governor  Brad- 
street's  grant  of  laud  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town.  He  married  Sarah,  daugh 
terof  Rev.  William  Perkins  of  this  town. 
They  hud  five  children.  He  died  in  Tops- 
tleid,  Jan.  11,  1718. 

All  but  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  were 
living  at  ihe  lime  of  Mudarn  Biadstreet'M 
death  in  1G72,  at  the  age  of  slxiy.  Her 
burial-place  is  unknown.  No  stone  bear- 
ing hei- name  can  l)e  found  in  the  old 
burying  ground  at  Audover.  It  is  {)rob- 
ai)le  that  hei-  remains  weie  di-posiled  in 
her  trailer's  tomb  in  Roxi)ury.  It  is  also 
unfortunate  that  there  is  no  poitrait  of 
her  in  existence.  F^jur  years  after  her 
di-ath,  her  husband  married  auain,  this 
time  to  the  widow  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gard- 
ner of  Salem,  und  dau>j;hler  of  Emmanuel 
Downing 

Aniie  Bradslreit's  descendants  have 
l)ei!n  numeioiis  and  many  have  achievetl 
I'ameinlhe  world  of  letters.  Souie  of 
ihc:  most  noted  are,  luir  grandson,  Rev. 
Siuion  Briidstreet,  wlui  thou^ih  eccentric, 
WMsOne  of  the  nio^t  learned  men  of  his 
day.  Dr.  William  Ellery  Ohanning,  the. 
celet)rated  divine.  Rev.  Joseph  Buck- 
ittlnster  of  PvMt-.month  und  his  son. 
Richard  H.  Dana,  the  poel,  and  the  Hon. 
Richard  II.  Dana,  Jr  ,  eminent  us  a  miin 
ol  lellers  und  lawyer.  Doctor  Oliver 
Wenihdl  Holmes,  poet  and  humorist. 
Mr.  Weiidell  Phillips,  the  orator. 

Ml 8.  Bradstreel's  i)oems  show  that  she 
had  been  a  faithful  student  of  lilst<jry,    an 


assiduous  reader  and  a  keen  observer  of 
nature  and  ol  what  was  tauing  place  both 
at'  home  aod  abroad.  Her  familiarity 
with  the  Bible  is  apparent  aH  through 
her  writings.  Du  Bartas,  a  French  poet 
whose  works  were  regarded  with  much 
favor  by  the  Puritans,  was  her  favorite 
author.  The  general  idea  of  her  longer 
poems  may  have  been  suggested  by  a 
study  of  his  works.  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
writer,  poet,  and  soldier,  was  another 
favorite,  as  her  eulogy  on  him  will  .-^how. 
Although  Madam  Bradslreet's  works 
may  be  greatly  inferior  to  what  women 
since  her  day  have  accomplished,  up  to 
that  time  no  poet  of  her  sex  in  Europe 
had  written  anything  of  equal  literary 
merit.  She  was  a  lovlnji  wife  and  a  ten- 
der mother.  Her  children  were  constant- 
ly on  iier  mind.  Pronipted  by  her  love 
lor  them  she  wrote  out  her  religious  ex- 
periences in  a  Utile  book,  in  which  she 
also  kept  a  record  of  sickness,  religion, 
etc.  The  book  is  thus  dedicated  : 
"To  my  dear  children  : — 

This  book  by  any  yet  nnread, 
I  leave  lor  you  when  I  am  dead  ; 
That  being  gone  here  you  may  And 
What  was  your  living  mother's  mind. 
Make  use  of  what  I  leave  in  love, 
And  God  mIiuII  bless  you  from  above." 

From  some  ol  her  poems  it  appears 
that  she  must  have  loved  to  wander  in 
the  woods  and  (lekis  anti  have  found 
there  the  companionship  which  she 
missed  elsewhere.  Her  constant  study- 
ing and  writing  had  evidently  exposed 
her  to  the  criticistn  of  her  neighbors. 
The  (act  ol  a  womun'.s  b(;ing  able  to  com- 
pose anything  nf  any  merit  was  then  re- 
gaiiled  vvllli  I  ho  ^reiitest  surprise  and 
di-'daln.  Despliu  the  (liin;»ei'  from  wild 
beasts  which  inhabited  the  woods,  and 
the  Indians  whost;  ussanlls  were  a  con 
Slant  dreaJ,  she  continued  to  visit  field 
and  foret^t,  meditating  on  their  winning 
charms  ami  grand  and  Bilent  beauty  : 
and  to  ramble  along  the  banks  of  her 
loved  Meriimnc,  where  .  many  of  her 
poems  wei-«  compoHi'd.  The  graceful 
beauty  of  one  ol' these,  her  "Contempla- 
tions," leads  us  to  wlwh  that  8he  had  spent 
less  time  over  her  histories  and  sought 
more  often  the  lair  face   of   mitiire.     This 


one  poem  proves  her  more  truly  a  poet 
than  the  many  others  which  she  wrote. 
All  the  poems  in  the  first  edition  of  her 
works  were  written  before  she  was  thirty, 
though  they  were  not  published  until 
1650  aLd  then  without  her  consent  or 
kuowleage.  The  later  editions  contain 
several  poems  found  among  her  papers 
at  her  death  and  which  seem  not  intended 
lor  publication.  Havlnj:  had  from  birth 
i  very  delicate  constitution  and  through 
life  many  sicknesses,  fevers,  etc.,  she 
boie  all  with  meekness  and  resignation. 
In  spile  of  her  feeble  health  she  con- 
tinued to  write  till  near  the  date  of  her 
death. 

In  1647,  Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  her 
sister  Mercy's  husband,  sailed  lor  Eng- 
land, taking  with  him  the  manuscript 
poems  of  our  author.  'i'hese  he  had 
published  in  Loudon  in  1650  under  the 
title  of  "The  Tenth  Mule  Lately  fprnng 
up  in  America.  Or  Severall  Poems, 
compiled  with  great  variety  of    Wit    and 

Learning, By  a  Gentlewoman  in  tho''e 

parts."  They  were  introduced  to  ilie 
reader  in  a  short  preface  In  which  the 
author  is  described  as  "a  Woman,  hon- 
oured and  efteemed  where  fhe  lives,  lor 
her  gi'acious  demeanour,  her  eminent 
parts,  her  pious  convei  fation,  her  cour- 
teous dilp')sition,  her  exact  dillj:t;nce  In 
her  place,  and  dilcreet  managing  of  her 
family."  lie  also  adds  :  "1  feaie  the  dlf- 
pleasure  of  no  perl'on  In  the  publifhin^  of 
thefs  Poems  but  the  Author's,  witliout 
whofe  knowledge  and  contrary  to  her 
expectations  I  have  prefuined  to  bring  to 
publick  vii'W  what  Ihe  refolved  fhould 
never  in  fnch  manner  fee  the  Sun."  The 
poems  were  mo.st  extravji;;antly  praised 
on  tlndr  appcainnce  by  iiev.  N.  Ward, 
C;otton  Mai  her,  Kev.  Benj.  Woodbihljie, 
Prt-sident  Uoiiers  of  Harvard  Univers-ity, 
and  others. 

On  the  merits  of  her  productions  I  will 
say  but  little,  leaviui;  the  listener  as  judge 
for  himself.  One  can  hardly  expect  that 
after  "twice  drinkini;  ihe  nectar  of  her 
lines"  you  will  "welter  In  delight"  like 
her  enihusiustlc  critic,  Pres.  Rogers. 
Even  If  they  do  not  show  much  poetic 
yenlus.  lliey  ar.e  certainly  renn»rkal)le 
when  we  consjdci-  t  hi;  lime,  place,  and 
clrcnmHlances    undiM'    which    tln'y     were 
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vvrltteo.  She  muKt  have  been  a  brave 
«iuyer  who  could  find  heart  lor  song 
amid  the  danger  and  hard.ships  incident 
upon  life  in  the  New  World  at  that  time. 
Her  poems  are  quaint  and  curious.  'J'hey 
contain  beautil'ul  and  oriijlnal  thoughts, 
some  of  which  are  not  badly  expressed 
and  they  lorm  an  odd  and  valuable  relic 
of  the  earliest  literature  of  our  country. 
The  listener  must  bear  in  mind  that  no 
congenial  and  gifted  minds  were  near    to 


cheer  or  inspire  her,  no  circle  of  brilliant 
wits  to  sharpen  and  brighten  her  intel- 
lect. She  had  no  beautiful  environments, 
no  famous  works  of  art  to  elevate  or 
direct  her  taste,  but  the  country  was  a 
barren  wilderness,  destitute  of  all  poeti- 
cal associations.  Life  was  then  a  series 
of  hard,  obstinate  facts,  and  the  people 
among  whom  our  songstress  was  called 
to  dwell  were  the  last  In  the  world  to 
encourage  or  appreciate  u  poet. 
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jphe  Burning  0f  Rea  T^avern,  T^op^field, 

Qclober,  1S36. 

A  paper  prepared  by   Mrs.  T.  K.   Leach   and  read  befuie  the    Topsfleld    Historical 

Society,  ^Mday  evening,  April  5th,  1895. 
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lu  the  year  1836,  Mr.  Leach  and  myself 
were  married  and  came  to  Topsfleld  the 
second  day  of  May.  We  moved  into  Mr. 
Fred  Perley's  new  house,  the  one  owned 
by  Mr.  Andievv  Gould  today.  In  the 
house  lived  four  luiiillles;  in  the  upper 
teneinciit:!  livid  the  famlliis  of  Nehemiah 
Balch  and  Joseph  L'tvcit,  and  I)eu.  John 
VV light,  atjd  our  famll>  ucciipUd  thelovN- 
er  floor.  Mr.  John  Wright  mauul.iclureil 
shoes  and  employed  many  me'i,  some  of 
whom  he  boarded  In  his  own  family.  Of 
the  many  who  lived  In  the  house  at  thai 
tune,  1  know  ol  but  two  l)tbiJes  myself 
who  aie  alive  today,  Mr.  Davui  Adams  of 
Lynn,  and  Mr.  Nehen)iah  IJalch's  syn 
Charles  of  Lowell,  who  was  a  mere  child 
three  years  old,  at  that  time.  On  the 
opposite  side  ol  the  street  from  which 
we  lived,  stood  the  Ilea  tavern,  which 
was  a  large  two-story  squaie  house,  a 
barn  or  stal)le  owned  by  Mr.  John  Ilea, 
and  a  two-story  l)Uil(lhig,  which  v\aM 
occupied  Ijy  the  llrin  o"  iiei  i  ick  &,  Perkin.^ 
(Charles  llerrick  &  Aukjs  i'erKin.^)  in  the 
manufacture  of  ahoe^, 

At  the  time  ol  which  1  write,  we  were 
all  young  and  full  ol  lile,  and  the  calls 
we  niude  on  one  another  were  numeious 
uud  not  very   ceremonious,     i  often    ran 


across  the  street  to  see  Eliza  Bradstreet, 
the  house-keeper  of  Mr.  John  Ilea,  and 
Betsey  Gould,  the  maid  servant,  who 
afierwarils  became  Mrs.  Samuel  Adams. 
As  Mr.  Ilea  was  a  widower  and  Eliza  his 
house  ketper,  we  often  joked  with  Eliza 
at  the  prospect  ol  her  becon)lng  M  ra. 
Ilea,  which  Eliza  would  pronjptly  resent. 
Betsi  y  wus  not  slow,  and  with  what  aid 
1  could  give  her,  we  made  tlie  tavein 
ring  with  laughter  and  mirth. 

Now,  about  the  lire  which  consumed 
the  t;ivei  n,  stable  and  snoe  factory,  In 
the  fall  of  Lhe  year  183G.  I  was  awaken- 
ed one  Monday  morning  In  October, 
about  one  o'clock,  by  a  noise,  arouaing 
niy  husband,  who  spiang  up  and  looking 
out  of  ihe  wiudtjw,  ,«aid,  '"We  aie  all 
allre,"  1  asked  him  if  I  had  time  to  dress, 
and  he  said,  "It  is  Ilea's,"  and  gave  the 
aldim  in  the  house,  which  was  alive 
insliintly.  1  went  lo  the  Iront  rooui  and 
looked  out,  and  the  llanies  weie  just 
bur.sting  out  of  the  Nt/rthwest  end  of 
ilie  tuvern,  and  no  one  was  astir  but  tiie 
hosHer,  Joseph  Hastings,  who  was  lu 
the  act  of  leading  out  one  ol  the  horaes. 
Mr.  Ilea  liud  two,  both  of  which  were  led 
out,  but  t>ne  lusheil  back  and  peiished. 

Mr.  llastlnga  slept    in  the  attic    of    the 
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tavern  next  to  the  barn,  aod  being  sud- 
denly awakened  spang  from  his  bed  and 
rushed  down  stairs  and  in  his  descent 
his  first  impulse  was  to  awaken  the 
inmates.  Opening  the  door  of  a  side 
room  occupied  by  Mr.  Rea's  brother's 
family  to  give  the  alarm,  he  was  si  rpris- 
ed  to  see  Mr.  Ilea  dressed  in  his  Sunday 
clothes,  witlithat  huge  black  brtast  pin 
on,  of  which  so  much  was  said  In  ihe 
trial  which  followed,  a  dress  which 
people  remarked  about  as  hardly  fitting 
in  which  to  fight  a  fire.  Mrs.  Rea  was 
dressed  In  a  flannel  night  gown,  a  gar- 
ment which  her  husband,  who  said  he 
could  not  tell  what  would  happen  befoie 
mor.niug,  had  advi>ed  her  to  wear.  This 
was  testified  to  by  Mrs.  Charles  U. 
Holmes  in  the  court,  being  so  informed 
by  Mrs.  Rea.  Mr.  Rea  had  packed  his 
trunk,  which  he  look  up  to  Mr.  Moses 
Wildes'  house,  and  threw  into  the 
window  by  the  end  door.  Mr.  Hastings 
then  opened  the  door  to  Eliza's  room  ; 
she  was  fast  asleep  with  Mr.  Rea's  little 
son. 

In  no  lime  the  whole  village  was 
aroused,  and  a  man  was  despatched  on 
horse  back  to  Salem  for  an  engine  and 
ladders,  which  came  with  all  due  speed. 
The  engine  was  attached  to  the  town 
well  (t;  e  one  in  use  today,)  and  strange 
to  say,  it  never  sucked  air  but  once. 
Rev.  McEwen  stood  guard  over  the  well, 
that  no  water  should  be  wasted,  Mr. 
Samuel  Gould's  two  wells  and  Capt. 
Munday's  one  supplied  all  the  water  used 
ut  thi:  file. 

The  house  in  which  wo  lived  was  in 
constaut  peril,  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  saved  it  was  by  carrying  tubs  ol 
water  to  the  attic  and  taking  the  clothes 
stripped  from  the  h^ed,  putting  them  into 
the  tubs,  and  laying  them  thoroughly 
saturated  with  water  on  the  roof  and 
keeping  them  so  until  the  engine  arrived 
from  Salem. 

Mr.  Perley's  other  house  (now  Mr  J. 
B.  Poor's)  was  used  by  Mr.  Perley's 
brother  Nat  and  himself  as  a  variety 
store;  it  was  filled  with  goods,  and  In 
his  anxiety  to  save  it,  Nat,  who  went  to 
the  roof  for  that  purpose,  slipped  and 
fell  to  the    L,  injuring  himself  seriously. 

Mr.  Benjamin  KImbull   had    nearly  fin- 


ished his  house,  and  with  shavings  and 
boards  lying  around  the  ground  it  seemed 
almost  sure  of  destruction,  but  the  time- 
ly arrival  of  the  engine  and  ladders, 
which  brought  a  large  number  of  canvas 
sails,  saved  that  and  the    other  building. 

When  I  came  from  the  attic  after  assist- 
Ing  in  wetting  tlie  blankets,  I  met  Mr. 
Perley  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs;  he  said 
that  we  must  clear  the  house  as  it  was 
>iire  to  go,  we  could  not  save  it.  I  com- 
menced Lo  pack;  I  took  a  very  large  band 
box,  (large  enough  to  hold  a  dozen  bon- 
nets like  iliose  worn  now-a-days)  and 
piii  into  ii  tny  dinner-set,  comprising  two 
dozen  cups  and  saucers,  milk  pitcher, 
sugar  bowl,  two  dozen  plates,  glass  cup- 
l>lates,  and  preseive  dishes,  that  filled 
the  box.  This  I  did  in  my  parlor,  and 
look  them  to  the  outer  door.  Then  some- 
body said,  "Here,  Mrs.  Leach,  let  me 
take  the  basket."  Of  this  I  was  thankful, 
it  was  so  heavy.  The  man  carried  it  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  Kimball's  laud,  and  just  as 
he  was  in  the  act  of  setting  it  down,  out 
came  the  bottom  of  the  box.  I  was  fort- 
unate in  this  accident,  as  but  two  glass 
dishes  were  broken,  a  fact  which  I  dis- 
coveied  when  I  went  to  get  ihem  after 
the  danger  from  the  fire  had  passed.  I 
was  thoroughly  suiprised,  however,  to 
find  that  I  could  not  lift  the  box,  try  as 
hard  as  I  could,  when  I  attempted  to 
lake  it  into  the  house.  We  got  it  back 
ai  last,  and  as  they  were  bringing  it  in,  a 
terrible  Clash  came.  I  thought  my  dishes 
had  giHio  at  last,  but  it  happened  to  be 
the  ludderlliat  went  through  the  window 
as  iliey  were  taking  them  Irom  the  house. 

Many  amusing  things  occurred  while 
vve  weie  preparing  to  leave  the  house.  I 
wanitd  to  save  my  milk  piiclier,  so  turned 
ilie  milk  which  it  contained  on  the  floor. 
Mis.  Bulch,  in  saving  her  linen,  tied  it 
up  in  a  sheet,  and  her  camphor-bottle 
she  empiied  into  the  sink,  and  the  odor 
of  caniphor  was  present  with  us  long 
after  tlie  flie.  1  looked  for  my  wedding- 
dress,  which  was  a  lavender  silk,  and 
/ound  it  in  the  wood-basket,  and  a  rug 
tucked  into  a  bureau  drawer. 

So  lifter  the  fire, as  in  all  country  towns, 
things  quieted  down  and  we  thought  but 
little  al^out  it  till  the  next  Sunday  moin- 
ing,  when  my  husband  came  In  and  said, 
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*'Two  men  were  huug  last  oight  on  the 
8i;j[Dpost."  I  liad  another  scare,  but  he 
laujihed  uod  added,  "ouly  in  uflliiy."  I 
went  to  the  trout  window  and  sure 
tMiou^h,  there  hun^j;  what  appeared  to  bo 
tvvo  ineu  ;  one  had  on  a  breast  pin  mude 
of  leather,  which  was  conspicuous  by  its 
inimeosity.  Our  yood  man  Samuel 
Hood,  learning  of  this,  and  as  it  was  our 
good  old  New  England  Sabbath  when  all 
were  expected  to  go  to  church,  hurricnl 
to  the  scene  with  ladder  in  hand,  and 
soon  brought  them  to  the  ground,  ami 
laid  them  away.  Other  eyes  saw  this, 
and  when  the  opportunity  came,  as  it  did 
after  the  people  were  in  church,  orouuUi 
out  the  deposed  efligies,  and  laid  theni 
across  the  wall  that  fronted  the  burnt 
district. 

or  course  the  Are  was  the  one  them*- 
talked  about  for  a  long  time,  and  It, 
leaked  out  that  Ilea  found  a  letter  threat- 
euing  him  if  he  continued  his  visits  to 
see  Ann  Sawyer,  that  his  buildings  would 
be  burnt  over  his  head,  lie  said  that  he 
picked  the  letter  up  on  returning  from 
one  of  his  visits  to  the  lady,  and  that  he 
also  kuew  who  wrote  it.  People  remarked 
very  generally  that  it  was  high  time  such 
folks  were  Drought  to  justice,  and  if  he 
or  his  brother  Samuel  knew  who  it  was 
tliai  did  such  a  thing,  ne  should  be 
brought  out  in  a  trial  It  became  so  un- 
o.nfortable  for  those  immediately  inter- 
ested that  a  warrant  was  sworn  out,  and 
Eliza  Bradstreet  was  arrested  by  Sherifl" 
Sprague  of  Salem  on  a  charge  of  arson. 
Pars  >n  McEwen  tendered  to  the  Sherifl' 
his  h  juse  (now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ephraim 
Peab)dy),  whils  he  had  Eliza  in  charge, 
which  was  accepted  by  th-^m.  They  re- 
mained there  during  the  whole  trial. 

The  court  asseml)led  in  the  upper  part 
of  ihe  Academy  building,  an  J  lasted  elev- 
en days.  J.  W.  Proctor,  Esq.,  of  South 
Dan  vers  presided.  Ashael  Huntiimton 
of  Salem  was  counsel  for  the  government 
and  Leveret  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  of  Sahmi, 
appeared  for  Eliza.  The  att  nueys  King 
and  Mack  of  Salecn  assisted  in  the  trial, 
but  in  what  capacity  1  am  unable  io 
write.  Theie  was  lltthi  work  done  at 
home ;  every  lady  in  the  town  attended 
court.     1  was  there  every  day. 

Mr.  Huntington  made  the   opening  ad- 


dress, during  which  he  held  aloft  the 
letter  that  Mr.  John  Rea  said  that  he 
had  found,  and  in  a  high  and  powerful 
voice,  declared  that  he  should  prove  the 
charge  by  It.  she,  Eliza,  having  gone 
over  it  with  her  pen  after  it  was  written, 
which  was  called  "painting."  Mr.  Samuel 
Rea  had  the  severest  examination.  I 
think  he  was  on  the  stand  four  or  five 
days,  and  that  beautiful  breast-pin  was 
often  alluded  to. 

The  trial  waxed  warm  and  bitter,  last- 
ing, as  I  have  written,  eleven  days,  days 
that,  as  tue  sun  wert  down,  grew  darker 
and  darker  for  Eliza,  but  confidence  in 
Ills  client,  and  satisfaction  in  the  result 
that  he  would  prove  to  the  world  that 
Eliza  Bradstreet  was  innocent  of  the 
charge  of  arson, — a  charge  actuated  by 
selfish  and  unkind  motives, — spurred  on 
Saltonstall,  The  thunder  clap  came 
when  her  brother  took  the  stand,  and  in 
answer  to  the  question.  "Did  your  sister 
ever  write  to  you?"  replied  with  an  em- 
phatic ''No."  "Did  she  give  any  rea- 
son?" continued  Saltonstall,  to  which  he 
replied,  "Yes."  "Dear  brother,  my  will 
is  good  enough,  but  I  cannot  write." 
Others  testified  lo  this  fact,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  deciding  point  in  the  trial. 

When  the  trial  was  ended,  the  court 
adjourned  to  the  church  for  the  closing 
pleas.  Two  days  elapsed  before  we  gut 
the  verdict,  but  on  the  morning  oi  the 
4Lh  of  March,  1837,  Eliza  Bradst<eet  was 
acquitted  of  the  charge  of  arson.  The 
vertlict  was,  "Could  not  sustain  the 
charge." 

The  bells  pealed  forth  ttie  jovful  news. 
It  was  the  day  that  President  Van  Buren 
was  inaugurated,  and  people  out  of  town 
thought  Topsfleld  was  getting  unusually 
patriotic. 

In  closing  this  paper,  I  will  say  that 
this  is  written  from  memory,  and  not 
from  notes,  I  do  not  think  tliat  I  have 
misquoted  anyone,  or  misstated  any  of 
the  facts.  Of  the  principals  In  this  fa- 
mous trial, — a  trial  which  was  never  re- 
corded save  by  Ilim  vvho  knoweth  all 
things  that  are  done  in  this  earth, — I  will 
say  that  Mr.  John  Rea  marrhid  Ann 
Sawyer,  and  moved  to  the  Biltlsh  Prov- 
inces, and  Eliza  Bradstreet  became  Mrs. 
Silas  Cochrane. 
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ropsjield    Mrr)ute    Mer;    ab    bl)^ 
jDabble    or    L/exir)6boi). 


"At  a  Meeting  of  the  Alarm  List  and 
Training  Band  of  the  Foot  company  in 
Topsfleld,  on  the  5tli  of  December,  1774, 
to  clioose  officers  for  the  said  Company, 
(agreeable  to  the  advice  of  tlie  Provincial 
Coniiress),  voted,  Mr.  Steplien  Pei'l<ins, 
clialrman;  voted,  Mr.  Joseph  Oouid, 
Captain. 

The  Day  being  Spent,  a  Motion  w-is 
made  for  said  Meeting  to  be  adjourned  to 
the  next  Morning,  9  o'cloclv;tlie  Question 
was  put  and  passed  in  tlie  Attirmative  and 
accordingly  said  Meeting  was  adjourned 
to  said  Time. 

December  G.  Said  Alarm  List  and 
TraininiT  Band  met  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment, a  Motion  was  made  said  Company 
to  be  divided  into  two  distinct  Compan- 
ies;  the  Question  was  put  and  according- 
ly th'-y  were  divided  into  two  Companies  ; 
the  llrst  Company  voied  Mr.  Joseph 
Gould,  Captain ;  Mr.  Sajnuel  Cumrnings, 
Lieutenant;  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  En«Ign  ; 
and  all  the  other  Olllccrs  hy  a  great  Ma- 
jority. The  second  Company  voted  Mr. 
Stephen  Perkins,  Captain;  Mr.  Samuel 
Dodge,  Lieutenant;  Mr.  David  Perkins, 
Ensiy[n;and  all  the  other  Ollicers  by  a 
gri^at  Majority." 

Essex  Gazette,  Dec,  27,  1774. 

The  (odowing  Muster  Itolls  were  cop- 
ied from  the  State  Archives  by  Geo.  Frs. 
Dow,  and  the  dates  of  birth  and  death 
were  inserted  by  the  late  John  Hood 
Gould. 

North  Ward  Company. 

A  lloll  of  the  Company  which  nnirched 
from  Top.slleld  under  the  Command  of 
Capt.  Steplien  Perkins  in  consetiuouce  of 
the  ahirm  on  yo  liith  .^ril,  1775. 


BOIiN 

DIED 

Capt.  Stephu  Perkins 

172G 

1790 

Lt.  Solo.  Dodge 

2d  Lt.  David  Perkins 

1725 

1803 

Ser.  Sam'l  Liradstreet  , 

1729 

1777 

"    Jacob  Kimball 

1734 

1810 

"    Nalh'l  Dorman 

1740 

1776 

''     Thos.  (Uiinmiiiiis 

1741 

18U6 

Corp'l   Heiij.  H()bl)H 

1749 

1833 

"  Ezra  Perkins 

1753 

1824 

"  Jo.siah  Lamson     - 

1751 

183G 

Nalh'l  Avei-ell 

1747 

1811 

IsaacAvereli 

1740 

1816 

Amos  AvereJl 

1747 

1805 

Dan'I  Board  man 

1752 

1803 

John  Batchelor 

1743 

1819 

Israel  Clarke 

1732 

1790 

Josiah  Cummings 
Ephraim  Dorman 

i75r» 

A    1   KJ\J 

1741 

1818 

Stephen  Foster 

1741 

1791 

Wra.  Gallop 

Mez'h  llodgskins    d.  New  Ip 

1750 
>swich. 

N.  H. 

Nath'l  Ilammon 

1767 

1812 

Isaac  ilobbs 

1743 

1830 

David  liubbs 

1752 

1830 

Jon'a  Hobbs 

1754 

1833 

Beuja.  Hood 

1748 

1801 

I  very  Hovey 

1756 

1816 

Richard  Hood 

1751 

1824 

Jolm  Lamson 

1756 

Amos  Low 

1752 

Auron  Kneeland 

1764  d 

.  Me. 

Tliomas  Perkins 

1725 

1801 

Saml.  Perkins 

1730 

1810 

Kob't  Perkins 

1728 

1801 

Oliver  Perkins 

1744 

1825 

Jacob  Peabody 
Steph'n  Perkins 

1745 

1796 

Zeb'n  Perkins 

1710 

1810 

Jos.  I*erklns 

1738 

1805 

Ellsha  Perkins 

1745 

■ 

Jos.  Symonds 

174<> 

Jacob  Symojuls 

1    *   Tl  1/ 

1749 

1801 

11 
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DIED 

1730 

1808 

1728 

1807 

1740 

1810 

1744 

1812 

1718 

1831 

Dan'l  Towne 
Jacob  Tovvoe 
Moses  Wildes 
Epli'ni  Wildes 
Juo.  LeFiivour 

The  conipiiiiy  iiiurehed  GO  miles  and  saw 
2i  days  service.  Capt.  PerUins  received 
£1  2  \,  while  the  privates  ol"  tlie  company 
received  lOs  8d. 

South  "Ward  Company. 

A  musier  Roll  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gould; 
Company  of  the  Militia  whereof  John 
Baker  Esq.  is  Coll.  who  nmrched  on  tlie 
li)th  day  of  April  last  [lasi  inconsequenct^ 
of  the  Alarm  made  on  that  Day  ny  the 
Kuglisli  Troops.    ' 

Topsfield,  December  26,  1775. 

BOUN       DIKD 

Capt.  Joseph  Gould  1715       1803 

Lieut.  S.jm'l  Cummin^s  1732       17*JG 

Eds.  Thos.  Mower 
Sergt.  Nehemiah  Herrick 

•'     John  Peabody 

"      Duvid  Towne,  jr. 

"      Thouuis  I'orter 
t   Corp.  Cornelius  IJalch 

"      Kbenezcr  Knight 

'■'      lienj.  Gonld 
Drum  Elijah  Perkins 
David  Jiiilch,  jr. 
liobert  Balch 
David  Balch,  3d 

Rogtn"  Balch 
Israil  Balch 
Samuel  lialch 
Diivid  Balcli 
Daniel  Bigsbe,  jr. 
Dudley  Bigsbe 
Benjamin  Biown 
'IMiomas  BaKcr,  jr. 
Henrv  Bradstreet 


1737 

d.  Vt. 

1730 

1802 

1741 

1815 

1751 



1 749 

17!)5 

1751 

1841 

1750 

1841 

1753 

1812 

1745 

1741 

died 

[Keent.', 

N.  H. 

1755 

1842 

1750 

1778 

1744 

1714 

1787 

1751 

1825 

1750 

1 752 
1742 


1818 


Daniel  Bigsbe 
John  Cree 
Samuel  Cree 
Joseph  Cree 
Bartholo'w  Dwinel 
John  Dwinel 
Daniel  Eastcy 
Wm.  Eastey 
Nathaniel  Fisk. 
Siimuel  Fisk 
Sinn)!!  Gonld 
Thomas  Gonld 
ZaccheuH  Gonld 
John  Gould,  jr. 
John  Gould,  3d 
Nath'l  Gonld 
Daniel  Goidd 
John  Gould 
Eno.s  Knight 
Benj.   Kimball 
Eliezer  Lake,  jr. 
Eliezer  Lake 
Daniel  I^oiter 
Mo!-es  Perkins  jr. 
Thomas  Perkins,  3d 
Moses  Perkins 
Williauj  Ray 
Joln»  Hay,  jr. 
John  Ray 

K|)hr;iim  Towne,  jr. 
Joseph  Towne 
Joseph  Towne,  jr. 
Arch.  Towne 
Stephen  Towne,  jr. 
David  Towne 
Jerennah  Towne,  jr. 
Wm.  Towne 
Joshua  Towne 

The  company  mar 
saw  a  service  of  3  to  i 
was  i)aid  £  1-0-5,  whi 
ceived  about  12s.  Ifjd. 


BORN 

DIED 

1714 

1775 

1722 

1794 

1753 

1728 

1801 

1745 

1818 

1730 

1830 

1748 



1741 

1815 

1747 

1826 

1755 

1831 

1732 

1778 

174t) 

1820 

1740 

1819 

1753 

1842 

1753 

1842 

1746 

181G 

1751 

1824 

1724 

1790 

1743 

1831 

1755 

1806 

1753d.N.H. 

1732 

1807 

1755 

1779 

1751 

1821 

1730 

1797 

1753 

1804 

1728 

1789 

1749 

1820 

1752 

1804 

1741 

1715 

1778 

1743 

1751 

1721 

1788 

ched   00   miles   and 
)  days.  Capt.  Gonld 
le    the    privates    re- 
as  an  average. 
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Williarri  ^Fowne,  \\\s  Daughters,  and  Ihe 
Witchcraft  Delusiens. 


By  Mk8.  Aiiimc  VV.  Townk, 


The  nume  of  Towno  is  not  one  of  fi'o- 
quorit  occurrence  in  England;  the  flr.st 
mention  of  it  is  in  A.  D.  1227.  The  next 
we  hear  of  the  name  is  one  hundred  and 
tliirty  years  later,  in  tlie  reij^n  of  Henry 
IV.,  when  upon  the  windows  of  tlie 
church  in  Kennington,  Kent  Co.,  uopaled 
with  that  of  Ellis  of  the  same  place,  were 
the  arms  of  a  family  by  this  name  being, 
argent,  on  a  chevron,  sable,  three  cross 
crosslets,  ermine.  The  next  reference  to 
the  name  known  to  the  writer,  is  fn  the 
county  of  Lincoln  wheie  it  has  existed 
for  more  than  lour  huhdrcd  y«';irs. 

Richard  Towne  oi  IJraceby  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Lincoln,  married  Ann,— they  had 
ten  children;  one  of  tliese  children,  Wil- 
liam, was  baptized  May  31,  1G0.5,  and  i.s 
supposed  to  be  our  Anglo- American  pro- 
genitor. Ann  Townu'.s  will  wa:i  proved 
May  10,  KIJK).  Wdliam  IJ,  Towne  of 
IJrookllne,  Mnss.,  has  a  copy  of  this  will. 
Thut  our  William  was  the  -on  of  Kichard 
and  Ann  is  probable,  but  there  Is  no  ab 
solute  proof,  and  before  we  go  on  to  the 
facts  that  we  can  prove.  I  wish  to  speak 
or  another  William  Tovvnc  who  came  to 
America.  He  was  living  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1036,  was  made  a  freeman  or 
voter  in  1G37,  and  was  quite  a  piomlnent 
man  in    ihe   infant   colony,     lie  married 

Martha and  dieil  in  1G85,  leaving   two 

cluldrcn  Peter  and  Mary.  Peter  was 
married  but  left  no  how  mid  thus  ended 
the  fandly  name  In  Cambridge.  I  have 
spoken  of  this  William  becanse  I  do  not 
think  it  generally  known  that  tluMC  Wi-re 
two;  this  has  caused  much  confusion  in 
times  past. 

William  Towne  of  Salem,  Mass.,  is  the 
father  of  the  Towne  race  in  America  Mr. 
Cleveland  says  in  his  centt-nniul  address 
in  1850,  "This  desctMidants  have  settle  I  In 
two-thirds  of  th(<  siaics  ol  the  Union," 
and  Mr.  Ilubbiid  says  in  his  Towne  gen- 
ealogy, "There  are  feAv  families  deriving 
their  name  irom    a  single    i)alr    that   cm 


show  a  larger  number  of  descendants 
than  William  and  Joanna  (Blessing) 
Towne.  Counting  only  the  descendants 
of  the  Towne  daughters  of  the  first  and 
second  generations,  a  list  of  more  than 
ten  thousanii  might  be  easily  made  out 
without  coming  down  later  than  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  nineteenth  century." 

William  Towne  and  Joanna  Blessing 
were  married  at  St.  Nichols  church,  Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk  Co.,  England,  March  25, 
1G20.  Their  chiklren  were  —  Rebecca, 
baptized  Feb.  21,  l(;2l,  married  Francis 
Nurse  of  Salem  Vilhue;  John,  baptized 
Ftb.  10,  l(J24,  died  before  his  father;  Siis 
anna,  bipiized  Oci.  2U,  1G25,  died  before 
her  lather;  Edmund,  bipiized  Jum?  2b, 
1G28,  married  Mary  Browning  of  Saldu; 
Jacob,  baj)Lized  March  1 1,  1G32,  married 
Ciiihaiine  Symoiids  of  tSalem  ;  Marv,  bap- 
tized Aug.  21,  1G31,  married  Isaac  lOsty  of 
Topslleid;  Sarali,  baptiziici  Sept.  3,  IGIH, 
married  I'^dmund  Bridircs.  and  second, 
Peter  Cloise;  Josej)h,  baptized  Sept,  3, 
1G48,  married  Phebe  Perkins,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Thos.  Perkins. 

The  lirsi  we  hear  of  this  family  in  Sa- 
lem, Esst;x  Co.,  is  in  the  book  or  eurly 
grants,  where  the  followln-:  appears; 
"8  mo.  IG40,  granted  to  Wm.  Towne  a 
little  neck  of  land  right  over  against  his 
house  on  the  other  side  of  the  river." 
William  fowne's  residence  was  in  that 
part  of  Sakiin  known  as  Northllelds.  lie 
remained  at,  this  itl.nce  until  1051,  when  he 
puichasud  a  tract  of  land  In  Topslleid  of 
William  I'aine  of  Ipswich,  containing 
"forty  acres  of  ground  or  thereabouts, 
whereof  six  acres  is  bv  the  srllei-,  which 
Wm.  Howard  of  Topslleid  built,  and 
about  thirty-two  acres  joyning  up  to  the 
sayd  six  ac-rcs  eastward  of  it,  pan,  oi 
which  Is  plow  ground  another  i)art  Is 
meadow, another  part  Is  u[)lund  un|)lowed 
all  lying  together  having  the  meadow  and 
ttie  plow  ground  of  the  said  William 
Howard  towards  the  (^ast,  and  iheground 


s 


I 


: 


of  Walter  Hopes  towards  tho  north  and  q 
certain  river  towards  the  south,  also  a 
little  meadow  of  about  two  acres  lieini; 
on  the  south  side  of  ttie  river."  lu  1G52 
he  sold  his  property  in  Salem  and  pur- 
chased additional  lands  in  Topsllold.  In 
1GG3  *'in  consideration  of  natural  attec 
tion  and  ihe  contemplated  inarriaj^e  of 
their  son  Joseph  Towne  to  Phc^be  Per- 
kins, daughter  of  Dea.  Thomas  Perkins, 
he  and  his  wiCe  conveyed  to  their  son 
Joseph  two-thirds  of  the  home  wherein 
they  then  did  dwell,  with  barn,  out  hous- 
es, yard,  <;aidens,  (»rchuids,  lyinu  .sitnute 
and  bciny:  In  Topsileld  together  with  a 
parcel  of  land,  etc.,  etc  "  All  these  con- 
veyances beinp:  made  with  the  desire  that 
their  won  Joseph  should  have  tho  first  re- 
fusal of  the  remaining  third  wht^n  the 
same  should  be  for  sale.  William  Towne 
died  about  1G72;  his  widow  seem<  to  have 
survived  him  about  ten  years.  The  sons 
were  prominent  men  ;  we  find  their  names 
many  times  as  appraisers  of  estates  and 
also  that  thi  y  settled  many  eslaie-^.  In 
1609  Edmond  and  Jacob  laid  out  the  road 
leading  towards  the  south  from  the  bridge 
near  their  lather's  house.  This  road  was 
to  be  one  |K)le  wid<^  and  must  be  one  of 
the  oldest  roads  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river. 

It  is  haitlly  necessary  for  mo  to  give 
any  account  of  the  witchcraft  delusion, 
which  swept  over  our  quiet  neiuhbor- 
hood  two  hundred  years  ago;  all  are  fa 
miliar  with  iha'  terrible  story.  Rehecca 
Nourse  was  the  fourth  victim.  Upham 
says  the  only  clue  to  the  mystery  \hat  a 
person  of  Mrs,  Nurse's  character  should 
be  selected,  was  the  prosperous  conditi  ru 
of  the  Nurse  family  and  trouble  about 
hounds.  Ncvlns  thinks  her  near  Kslation- 
uhlp  to  ilui  Towiuvs  of  T<  pslleld,  who 
were  actively  inti  rested  in  settling  the 
disputed  bounds,  hid  a  l)earing  on  the 
case.  Two  of  her  neighbors,  Israel  and 
Eli/abeth  Porter,  were  sent  to  acciuaiut 
her  with  the  fact  that  she.  had  be-  n  ac- 
cused. They  found  her  veiy  weak  and 
suffering,  tnit  i)atieiit,  and  she  blessed 
God  that  she  had  more  of  Him  in  her 
weakness  than  in  her  strength.  When 
wo  told  her  that  she  had  been  spoken  of, 
she  said,  "Well,  if  It  ln)  so,  the  will  of 
the  Lord  l)o'  doiu\"  slui  sal  a  while  being, 
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as  it  were,  amazed,  and    then    she   said, 
"Well,  as  to  this  thing,  I  am  as    innocent 
as  a  child  unborn,  but  surely,"   she   said, 
"What  sin  hath  God  found  out  in  me  un- 
repenied  of  that  he   should    lay   such    an 
allliction  upon  me  in  my  age."     It  is  said 
she  bore  her  examination   with    steadfast 
dignity  and  heavenly  patience.     One  can- 
not read  the   description   of  these  trials 
with  any  panicle  of  patience.     The   peo- 
ple were  oarbarous,  the  judires  little   bet- 
ter.    They  were  su[)po-'ed    to  be   counsel 
for  the  prisoners,  but  instead  were  really 
against  them,  and   badgered    the   victims 
unmercifully.     Kel)ecca    Nurse   was    pro- 
nounced imiocent   by    tlu;  jury,    but   the 
audience  made   such   a   clamf)r    that   the 
judge  sent  theui  out  again  and  i)racticrtlly 
charged  them  to  find  her  guilty,  and  they 
did  so.     It  is  related  al>o  by  Upham  that 
a  woman  in  the  audience    threw   her  mull* 
at  Mrs   Nurse  and  as  this  did    not  hit  her 
she  look  off  her  shoe  and    threw    it   with 
such  i^ood  aim    that   it   hit   the   poor  old 
lady  on  the  head,  making:  quite   a   severe 
cut.     VVhen  we    think    that   this    woman 
was  seventy  one    years   old,    and    in    ill 
health,  that  she    had    been    loved  and  re 
spected  to  an  unusual   degree,    and  then 
picture   her    standing    beftie   the    <;iave 
judges  of  the  colony, a  target  for  the  mob, 
on  trial  for  her  life,  we    wonder  that  her 
brothers,  her  sons  and  her  husbands    had 
not  rescued  lu:rbv  force    She  was  loaded 
with  chains,  taken  to  the  church    and  ex- 
communicated, find  on  July  19,  1G92  hunir 
on  Gallows  hill.     The  witches    were    not 
allowed  chiistian  burial,  .but    weie  taken 
from  the  gallows,    huddled    into   shallow 
hollows  anionii    the    rocks,    and    covered 
with  a  thin  layer  of  can  h.     I   have   been 
told  that  on  one;  occa-ion  the  hand  of  one 
ofthcvicMms    protrndd   above   ground, 
as  if  the  very    earth    itsell    refu-ed    them 
shelter. 

According  to  tradition  the   sons  of  Re 
becea  Nurse  stole  their  nu)ther's  body  on 
the  night   fo  lowing'    her   execution,    and 
carried  it  on  their  slioulders  to    their  des 
olate  home      Think   what    a    journey    it 
mu^'t  have  been  for  those  men! 

When  Mr.  Harris  siniiled  out  Rebecca 
Nurse,  and  in  his  sermon  calleil  her  a  de- 
mon, Sarah  (^loyre.  her  sister,  arose  and 
liift  the  chnrch    This  was  a  natural  thing 
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to  do,  hut  we  of  today  cun  hardly  realize 
tlic  courage  it  required.  The  next  day 
she  too  was  eried  out  upon,  slie  was  tried 
aud  eonderaued,  but  for  some  reason 
never  executed,  some  think  she  confessed 
but  I  do  not;  she  was  a  brave  woman, 
and  ft  woman  of  the  same  family  as  Re- 
becca Nurse  and  Mary  Esty,  and  I  cannot 
think  she  could  possibly  say  that  she  was 
a  witch.  She  was  conllued  at  the  Ips- 
wich jail  because  there  was  no  room  at 
Salem  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
with  so  many  victims  near  at  hand  she 
was  forgotten. 

Mary  Esty  (the  self-fort;etrul),  was  ac- 
cused for  no  other  reasorj  than  her  sym- 
pathy for  her  sisters;  she  was  48  years  of 
age  and  the  mother  of  seven  children. 
During  her  examination  the  magistrates 
said  to  her,  ''confess  If  you  be  guilty." 
She  answered,  *'I  will  say  it  if  for  the 
last  time,  I  am  clear  of  this  sin."  This 
was  on  April  21.  On  Mav  18  she  was  re- 
Ica'^ed.  Two  days  after  the  accusing 
girls  were  seized  with  terrible  convul- 
sions, and  said  it  was  Mary  Esty  who 
cursed  them.  Accordingly  a  second  war- 
rant was  procured,  she  was  taken  May  21 
and  removed  to  Salem  for  trial.  After 
midnight  she  was  aroused  from  sleep  by 
the  marshal,  torn  from  her  husband  and 
children,  carried  back  to  prison  loaded 
with  chains,  and  llnally  consigned  to  a 
dreadful  and  most  cruel  death.  Her  hus- 
band referring  to   the  transaction   nearly 


could 
from 

Mary 


twenty  years  after  said  that  It  was  a 
*'hellish  molestation."  On  the  way  to  the 
gallows  she  was  met  by  he--  family  and 
frieiid.s,  and  of  this  meeting  aud  parting 
Calef  says,  "that  her  words  of  farewell 
were  said  to  have  been  as  serious,  reli^j:- 
ious,  distinct,  and  affectionate  as 
well  be  expressed,  drawing  tears 
tlie  eyes  of  almost  all  present." 

While  in  jail  awaiting  execution 
Esty  petitioned  the  governor,  judges  and 
ministers,  "Not    for    my   own    life,    for  I  \ 
know  I  must  die  aud  my    appointed    time  j 
is  set,  but  the  Lord  he  knows  it    is     that, 
if  it  be  possible,  no  more  innocent   blood  i 
may  be  shed,  which    undoubtedly    cannot  i 
be  avoided  in    the    way   and    course   you 
now  go  in.         By  my    own    innocency    I 
know  you  are  in  thewrong   I  would  hum- 
bly beg  of  you  that  your  honors  would  be 
pleased   to  examine   these   afflicted   per- 
sons strictly,  and  keep  them    apart   some 
time,  and  likewise  to   try   son)e  of  these 
confessing     witches.    I    being   conlident 
there  are    several    of  them    have    belied 
themselves,  and  others,    as  will  appear,  if 
not  in  this  world,  I  am  sure  in  the  world 
to  come,  whither  I  am  now  going." 

Upham  closes  his  chapter  on  Mary  Esty 
with  these  words  :  "The  lofty  tone  of  this 
message  to  the  court  recalls  the  perfect 
spirit  of  the  prisoner  on  Calvary  who  en- 
treated, 'Father  forgive  them;  they  know 
not  what  they  do.'  '• 
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T^he  SeUlerrient  of  T^opsfield. 

Geo.    Frs.    JDow. 


Every  township  located  whcrevt-r  it 
may  be,  winitlicr  in  the  old  time  scttle- 
liieiits  along  the  Atlantic  const  or  spiinu- 
^  Ing  up  on  the  western  slopes  of  the  Sierra 
:  Neviida,  should  have  and  generally  is 
jjosses^ed  of  a  natural  spliit  of  inquiry  as 
to  its  rtr,>t  settlement  and  early  growth 
Who  was  the  lirst  settler  and  where 
(lid  he  build  his  house?  When  was  the 
i  town  incorporated  and  who  were  the 
petitioners? 

These  and  kindred  questions    naturally 
rise  to  the  lips  of  the  inquirer,    and    oft- 
times  arouse   diifereiiccs   ol    opinion  not 
easily  settled  by  the  scanty   records   now 
i  existing.     Tradition  then    comes   to    the 
assistance  of  the  iucoiuplete  dutd,  and  al- 
\  most    without    exception   makes    a    bad 
inatter  worse  so  ihat  who  can    wonder  at 
I  the  varying  statements  of  historical   fact 
5  met  within  the  village  or  town   that  does 
\  uot  possess    a    printetl    history   carefully 
prepaired  by  an  unbiabetl  historian. 
Topsileld  is  unfortunate  in  not  possess- 
i  hiii  such  a  printed  record    of  events,  and 
;,  the  historical    theories     advanced    from 
f  time  to  time  by    some    ardent   investiga- 
^torcan  only  be  combated  alier  collecting 
iWklely  scattcied   daia  beating    upon    the 
facts  in  the  case. 

The   following     historical    sketch    has 

been   prepared    \'vom    the    original    data 

fotinci  In  the  procijctlings  of  the  Great  an<l 

OeiU'ral  OourL,  the  records  of  the  Ipswich 

and  Salem  Oourt-^,  and    tlie    valuable  ma- 

Uerial  on  llle  at  the  llegistiy  of  Deeds 

I     The  earlv  settlements  alonii  the  shores 

of  Massachusetts  Bay  owe  their  existence 

■to   the    unrelentlt'ss    persecution    of  the 

Turitans  in  England  at  the   investigation 

of  Archbishop  Laud.     Small   llshlng   and 

Unvding    posts     had     found    a   lodgement 

siiionu  tlui   coast   some   years   before   the 

tccnning  ol'Kndlcot,  but  llnise,  consisted  of 

cllttlo  else  than  a  few    rudely    constructed 

huts  Cor  sheltering    the    lonesome   Usher- 

men  who  cared  for  the  llsh  Hakes. 

The  arrival  at  Salem  In  1(;28  of  John 
jilOndlcot  with  a  snnill  party  of  one  hun- 
dred emigrants  was  in  reality  the  laying 
[of  the  foundation  of  the    (Irst    pernnineuL 


town  in  the  MMssichnsetts  Bay  Colony. 

John  Endicot  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Non-conlornust  company,  styled 
"The  G>>vernor  and  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England," 
who  h'ld  obtnini  tl  from  Charles  I  a  pa- 
tent for  that  part  of  New  England  lying 
between  three  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  Merrimac  river  and  three  miles  to  the 
southward  of  the  Charles,  and  extentlinu 
in  breadth  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  South 
Sea.  He  had  been  chosen  by  the  Com- 
pany "to  govern,"  and  as  Johnson  says 
in  his  Wonder  woikiug  Troviilence,  whs 
"a  lit  iostrument  to  beiiin  this  wilderness 
work  ;  of  Courage  bold,  undaunted,  yet 
sociable,  and  of  a  cheerful  spirit,  loviny; 
or  austere,  as  occasion  served." 

The  patent  or  charter  grunted  to  these 
early  settlers  gave  undisputed  title  to  the* 
land,  lor  the  sc'»ur:ie  or  small  |)ox  had 
shortly  before  their  arrival  almost  com- 
pletely annihilated  the  native  race  of  In- 
dians, and  the  rights  of  the  few  who  hail 
survived  the  pestilence,  were  easily  pur- 
chased, so  that  full  and  just  title  to  all 
the  land  was  held  Dy  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Comi)any  who  alone  could  sell  or 
grant. 

In  1G20  the  settlers  began  to  arrive  and 
dui  ing  the  next  four  years,  upwards  of 
four  thousand  of  them  found  homes  in  the 
iidant  colony. 

In  1GJ53,  April  1st,  the  court  of  assist- 
ants ordered  "that  no  persfni  vvhatsocvt  r 
shall  go  to  plant  or  inhabit  at  Aggawam, 
wlihout  leave  from  the  (^ourt,  except 
those  that  are  already  irone."  The  little 
party  of  adventurers  was  headed  by  Jolin 
Winthrop,  junr.,  and  consisted  of  ten 
men.  Two  of  them,  Mr.  William  Per- 
kins and  Daniel  ('lark,  alXerwaids  iieltled 
In  'I'opslleld,  atid  two  others,  Mr.  John 
Wlnthro[>,  Junr,  and  Thonuis  llowli;tt  re- 
ceived large  grants  of  land  in  the  town. 

The  town  of  Ii)swich  was  lncori>oraled 
in  1()34  and  grew  rapidly  in  population 
and  importance;  it  became  the  shire  town 
of  the  county  and  several  of  the  Assist- 
ants and  other  prominent  men  in  the 
Colony  built  their  honnis  near  the    slowly 
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flowing-  A^awam. 

The  surrounding  country  was  explored 
and  valuable  meadows  were  discovered 
on  following  up  the  banks  of  the  river  to 
a  i)oint  some  seven  miles  inlaiid.  Ttiese 
to  the  new  settler  were  particularly  de- 
sirable since  hia  cattle  brought  from  the 
mother  country,  required  hay  for  their 
sustlnence,  and  the  clearini;  of  tlie  nlmo'st 
unbrokt-n  forest  was  an  undertaking  ro- 
qnii'ing  lime  and  the  assistunce  of  inanv 
hiinds.  ThustheNew  Meadows,  as  the 
locality  was  named,  was  much  resorted 
to  for  the  easily  obtained  meadow  y;rass, 
and  as  the  richness  of  the  intervale  land 
was  seen,  settlers  beiran  to  obtain  grants 
and  build  their  rude  dwellings. 

The  earliest  comers  probably  located 
about  1();59  1G40  as  the  following  extract 
from  the  Colony  records  siems    to  show 

'Wlioreas,  at  the  Court  houlden  at  Boston 
tho4ih,  7Lh  iiio.  1(W!>,  tliere  was  cerLaiu  land 
lyhif^  near  Ipswich  River  <iranle{l  for  a  vll- 
la<>e,  either  lo  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Salem  oi-  some  of  tlio  inhabitants  oflij- 
Hwicih  who  have  farms  near  unto  the  naid 
lajul.  to  Ite  erijoycMl  by  tho.se  wlio  first  settled 
a  vilhme  tlu^ro,  they  both  proj)oundinir  for  it 
together;  howsoever  tlie  order  nientioneth 
oidy  Salem  iidiabitants  and  tor  as  nineh  as 
tlui  said  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  have  for  near 
l.his  two  years  procured  arnl  maintained  one 
to  (lispenee  the  word  of  (Jod  unto  Lhem.wbieh 
they  inientl  to  continue,  it  is  therefore  order- 
ed and  planted,  that  Mr.  John  Entlecolt  and 
the  said  inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  viz  ,  Mr. 
Bradstreet,  Mr.  Symonds.  Mr.  Whittinjiham, 
Mr.  VVilliatn  Paine,  Mr,  Robert  l^uno,  ajid 
such  oilier  of  Ipswich  or  Salem  as  they  shall 
associate  to  themselves,  shall  have  liberty  t(» 
settle  a  village  near  tlio  said  river  of  Ipswicli 
as  It  may  be  most  convenient  for  them,  to 
wliich  the  foresaid  land  shall  belong,  viz, 
all  that  wliieh  lieth  near  the  said  river  (not 
formerly  granted  to  any  town  or  person), 
provided  that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lem, who  have  farmes  near  u  to  the  Siiid  Ian  J 
now  {rranled,  shall  have  liberty  for  one  year 
nextiiominfi  to  jo.yno  with  the  said  villajie." 
Mass,  Colony  Jtecord.s. 
Oct.  17,  KM3. 

Of  the  a  »ove  named  persons  It  is  quite 
certain  that  one  of  them,  Mr.  Wra.  Paine, 
resided  In  the  new  Hcttlement,  and  ho 
only  at,  Intervals,  alt-hoimh  Mr.  Symonds 
/"or  a  |)art  of  the  time  (nay  have  lived  on 
his  farm  known  as  "Olivers,"    which  had 


its  southerly  bounds  on  Pye  Brook. 

Of  the  settlers  who  were  livin:!  at  the 
New  Meadows  in  1045  we  have  the  names 
of  a  few.  Zaccheu.s  Gould,  Daniel  Clark, 
the  Rediugtons,  Abraham  and  John;  Al- 
exander Kniaht  who  dispensed  the  Word* 
Mr.  Wm.  Paine,  the  gentlemanly  mer- 
chant; Walter  Roper,  carpenter;  Wm. 
Howard  and  Isaac  Cnmmings  can  prob 
ably  be  included  in  the  list.  Others  fol- 
lowed, and  in  1048  the  villagers,  lecllng 
impressed  with  their  growth  and  import- 
ance, petitioned  the  Court  to  bestow  a 
name  on  "the  village"at  the  New  Meadows 
at  Ipswich,  which  we  suppose  may  be  an 
encouragement  to  others  to  come  to  live 
among.st  us;  and  also  a  means  to  further 
a  mlni.stry  nmongst  us,  we  think  tliMt 
ll<Mni)stead  wdl  be  a  fit  name  IT  the  Court 
please  to  gratify  us  heiewith." 

The  petition  was  sii^nod  by  Wn).  Paine. 
Brian  Pendleton  and  Z  iccheus  Gould. 
The  town  narrowly  escaped  being  chris- 
tened llemp.stead  as  recjuested  by  the 
pelitioner.s,  for  the  deputies  voted  to 
grant  the  request:  but  when  the  court  of 
mat:1straies  came  to  consider  the  propo- 
sition, the  action  of  the  lower  court  was 
set.  aside  and  Toppesfeild  was  substituted. 

This  action  took  place  Oct.  18,  1(148, 
and  was  probably  inlluenced  by  Samuel 
Syim^mls,  a  large  land  owner  in  the  vil- 
lage and  an  inqxirtant  Assistant.  lie  had 
lived  in  the  village  of  Toi)pesneId  in  th«! 
mother  country, and  no  doubt  was  pleased 
to  pt-rpetuate  the  familiar  name  on  the 
other  side  of  the  broad  Atlantic.  In  1050 
Zaccheus  Gould  and  William  Howard, 
petitioned  the  Court  to  L'rajit  tliut  Tops 
Held  should  henceforth  be  a  town  and 
have  power  witidn  itscdf  to  order  all  civil 
ailairs,  and  on  Oct.  the  18th  of  that  year 
the  request  was  granted  and  Topsllcld 
bei^an  its  seperate  corporate  existence. 

The  settlement  thus  far  without  excep- 
tion hnd  peen  made  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river  and  by  Ipswich  people.  No 
doubt  the  richer  lands  were  su/llcltMit  in- 
ducement and  the  river  Agawam  Itself 
^erved  as  a  hindrance  to  the  early  occu- 
pation of  the  hills  on  its  southerly  .sid(^ 
In  10;)1)  the  Court  had  granted  Mr.  John 
Endecott  550  acres  of  land  upon  the  Ips- 
wich river  on  the  north  of  Salem  bounds. 
The  court  did  not  lay  out  the  grant    until 


II  number  of  years  after,  and  then  only  at 
the  repeiited  requests  of  Mr.  Eudecott  at 
that  lime  Governor  of  ilie  Colony.  Not 
until  May  2,  1G59  were  the  bounds  set. 
having  "a  brook  ajiaiiist  Goodman 
Gould's  land  on  the  east,  Blind  Hole  on 
the  south,  and  the  wilderness  elsewhere 
surrounding  the  said  tann,  taking  into 
the  bounds  thereof  the  swampy  meadow 
iHiid  that  lycth  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river." 

Evidences  ol'the  presence  of  cop})er  ore 
vmre  found  on  the  hills  in  IJllnd  dole  at 
fh<i  soutli  ol'  the  river,  and  at  the  request 
of  Gov.  John  Endecott  the  Court  granted 
him  Oct  14,  1651,  '-three  hundred  acres 
of  woodland  tending  to  the  lurtherance 
of  a  copper  work  he  intends  to  set  up  in 
a  place  called  Blind  Hole,  neer  to  a  farm 
formerly  granted  him,  the  said  land  n(<t 
heing  lormerly  grantetl,  provided  he  set 
up  his  said  works  vvitliiu  seven  years." 

The  Governor  engaged  Richard  Leader, 
who  had  been  superintending  the  iron 
works  at  Lynn,  to  open  his  copper  mine 
hut  ill  success  (ollowed  the  venture  and 
copper  miniiig  in  Topslield  was  aban- 
doned for  the  space  of  over  one  hundreil 
years.  In  1771  the  Mussucliuseiis  Spy 
reported  ''that  the  copper-mine  some  time 
binco  opemil  in  'r(>psll(!hl  at  12  or  15  feet 
(leptli,  allbrds  sucli  samples  of  line  lively 
ore  extended  in  t^pattcrings  all  over  the 
pit,  that  experienced  miners  have  de- 
clared the  appearances  preferable  to  any 
yet  discoveit  d  in  America." 

Tradition  has  it  that  a  large  quantity 
of  ore  was  taken  to  Salem  and  loaded 
Into  ships  sailin:4  across  the  sea  in  order 
that  it  might  be  smelted  on  the  other  side. 
Uiifortunattdy  disaster  intervened,  and 
tlic  ships  were  never  heard  from.  Wheth- 
er the  magnetic  currents  from  the  north 
treachi-rously  waved  from  ore  to  compass 
or  chdiy  iceber;:s  lioated  in  the  course  of 
the  ships,  the  sea  alone  can  tell.  So  per- 
ished the  copper  industry  in  Topslield. 

About  1G51  was  built  tlie  bridge  across 
'the  river  now  known  as  "the  river 
bridge."  Walter  Roper  and  William 
Howard  were  the  prime  nujvers  in  the 
ontorprise,  both  being  land  owners  niMir 
by,  and  no  ilonbt  being  moved  by  the 
growth  of  the  town  ami  the  gi  eater    need 
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of  pastrage  ami  tbnber  as  well  as  to 
make  it  easier  to  reach  Salem,  Lynn  and 
Boston.  The  bridge  was  probably  a  rnde 
structure  well  in  keepinii  with  the  blazed 
bridge  path'Meadinii  to  the  south  "  In  lG(iO 
this  path  became  a  ways  one  |)oh'  wide, 
hilly  and  but  little  travelled. 

On  the  southerly  side  of  Ipswich  river, 
Topslield  has  about  two  thonsand  acres 
of  land.  At  the  time  we  are  speaking  of 
Gov.  Endecott  owned  some  live  hundr' d 
acres,  being  Blind  Hole  and  a  portion  of 
the  earlier  grant;  Simon  Bradstreet  after 
wards  Governor,  claimed  about  tvvo  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  meadow  land  in  the 
more  easterly  part,  wldle  farmer  Porter 
of  Salem  village  claimed  title  to  a  portion 


reaching  to  tlif   river.     The 


villagers   at 


Topslield  laid  claim  to  the  groati'r  part  of 
the  remainder  botii  upland  and  meadow, 
and  in  lOGl  tlie  sel-ctmen,  Ensigne  How- 
lett,  Francis  Fabodye  and  John  Keding- 
ton  were  ordered  to  lay  out  five  hundred 
acres  of  upland  to  remain  common  to 
perpetuity  and  at  the  sanie  time  to  divide 
the  remainder  of  the  common  hmd  both 
upland  and  meadow  into  tliree  equal  di- 
visions. The  m  (tier  oJ'  inilividual  owner- 
ship of  this  common  laml  lay  in  obeyance 
until  1()()'J,  when  the  town  met  together 
and  cast,  lots  'that  euery  on  thwreby  nni 
know  vvliot  is  his  share  and  where  it 
lies." 

The  lots  were  divided  into  three  sizes, 
"single,  dobel  and  trebel"  and  were  por- 
tioned out  accordirtgly  as  tlie  commoners 
had  bi^en  rated  in  the  miidsters  rale  for 
lGG-1,  llfiy  shillinii's,  twenty  shillings,  and 
under  twenty  shilli ntrs. 

The  list  contains  thirty  names,  all  but 
three,  Mr.  Biadstreet,  Mr.  Endecott  and 
Uselton  the  Salem  merchant,  being  resi- 
dent in  Topsfleld  and  living  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  with  one  exception, 
William  Nichols  who  had  in  1G62  bought 
of  Henry  Baitliolomew  "a  farm  lying 
between  the  bounds  of  Salem  and  Ips- 
wich river." 

Following  is  the  list  which  shows  the 
heads  of  families  and  glres  a  basis  on 
which  to  estimate  the  population  of  the 
town  at  that  time,  IGGO,  while  the  rating 
shows  practically  a  tax  list  and  th(5  com- 
parative wealth  of  th(!  town. 
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Mr.  Bradstreet 
Mr.  Perkius 
Zacheus  Gould 
M**,  Baker 
Thos.  Dorman 
Fnuicis  Pabody 
William  Eiiuiiy 
Duuiull  Clark 
Isaac  Cuiniiigs,  acnr. 
Isaac  Ciimiiij^s.  juur. 
Eosigue  Howlett 
William  Smith 
Fraucis  Bates 
Mr.  Eudicoat 
Joliu  Wiles 
John  Rcdiugton 
Thomas  Perkins 


2-17-02 
2-03-09 
4-03  03 
3-17-05 
3-03-00 
4-05-02 
2-1100 
1  04-05 
1308 
1-08-00 
1-08  09 
13-08 
09-00 
1-02-00 
1-12-10 
3-05-02 
2-19-07 


Thos.  Browning 
Jacob  Towue 
Isaac  Estey 
William  Towne 
Edmond  Towne 
Matthew  Standiy 
Anthony  Careli 
John  IIow 
Edmond  Bredges 
William  Nichols 
Vsseltons  Lott 
Lumpkins  fcirme 
llobt.  Andrews  land 

So  grew  the  village  and  pro 
we  today  enjoy  the  full  frnits 
sight  of  our   straight  b  icked 
eyed  ancestors  from  over  the 


l-0(>-00 

1-04  05 

19  OG 

1-12  07 

1-08-09 

15  08 

11-01 

19-00 

15  03 

1  12  09 


12  00 
spered,  and 
of  the  fore- 
and    stern- 
sea. 


PETITION    FROM     IPSWICH     FARMERS. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Tow?t  of  Topsfield  i?i   Town  Meeting  asse??ibled, 

Septefnber  ye  19:  1758. 


The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  for 
our  Selves  and  familyes  Humbly  Shew- 
eth,  That  your  Petitioners  have  always 
Laboured  under  Create  Difficalties  Re- 
specting our  attending  upon  the  Publick 
Worship  of  God — ye  nearest  of  us  Living 
near  four  Miles  from  the  Publick  Meet- 
ing Houses  to  which  we  belong  and  in  a 
corner  of  The  Parrishes  Inhabited  So  that 
by  Reason  of  the  Distance  &  Difficalty  of 
passing  Especially  in  the  Winter  Season, 
it  is  Freequently  impracticable  for  us  and 
families  to  attend  the  Public  Worship  att 
our  own  Meeting  Houses  (as  no  doubt 
Gentlemen  you  are  Sensible)  &  so  have 
been  obliged  either  to  Tarry  at  Home  or 
attend  with  you  att  Topsfield,  where,  Al- 
tho  we  must  have  been  Burthensome  yet 
we  are  always  Ready  to  acknowledge  we 
have  been  Treated  with  much  kindness 
&  Respect,  &  also  Respecting  the  Gram- 
mar or  any  other  Public  Town  School  for 
ye  Instruction  of  our  Children.  Such  is 
our  Situation  that  we  can  have  no  advan- 


tage therefrom,  unless  we  Board  out  our 
Children,  which  Inconveniency,  with  some 
others  not  Menshoned,  we  Humbly  con 
seive  might  be  in  a  Create  Measure  Rem- 
edied  by  our  being  with  our  Estates  (a 
greeable  to  a  plan  herewith  Exhiljited) 
Sett  off  from  ye  Town  of  Ipswich  &  an 
nexed  to  ye  Town  of  Topsfield,  we  there> 
fore  Humbly  Pray  that  you  wou  Take 
our  Case  under  your  Consideration  and 
Pass  a  Vote  To  Receive  us  our  families 
and  all  ye  Lands  within  ye  plan  afore- 
menshoned  to  be  annexed  to  ye  Town  of 
Topsfield  to  be  part  and  Percel  thereof  & 
to  do  Duty  and  Receive  Privilege  therein: 
Provided  the  Town  of  Ipswich  agree 
thereto  &  the  Create  and  (General  Court 
Confirm  ye  same,  &  if  ye  Town  of  Ipswich 
Refuse  to  .Sett  us  off,  Join  with  us  in  Pe 
litioning  to  ye  Great  and  General  Court 
to  Sett  us  off  to  your  Town,  and  your  Pe- 
titioners as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever 
Pray. 


Joseph  Comeings, 
John  Lampson,  Junk,, 
Israel  Clarke, 
Jabez  Ross, 


TllOS.    CUMMINGS, 

Joseph  Cumings,  Juner, 
John  Lampson  ye  Thu^d, 
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JFopsfield  Warren  Blues. 


Old  Timk  Massaciiusictts  Indki'kndhnt  Inkaniuy. 


By  Benjamin  J.   Balcii. 
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The  <:i*at  merit  ol  the  Topslield  War 
ren  Blues  as  a  military  compauy,  aud  ihe 
great  esteem  with  which  the  people  re- 
garded their  infantry,  deserves  that  its 
liistory  should  have  been  confided  to  abler 
hands.  If  the  work  which  is  here  pre- 
sented contains  any  merit  it  should  in 
justice  be  ascribed  to  the  subject  alone. 
Its  numerous  defects  the  author  can  im- 
pute to  no  one  but  himself. 

The  interest  which  was  taken  in  form- 
ing infantry  companies  sixty  years  ago 
was  not  confined  to  this  locality  alone. 
Alaiost  every  town  in  the  commonwealth 
had  Its  favorite  independent  infantry. 
The  amusements  of  the  people  were  cen- 
tred mainly  in  the  training  days  which 
brouiiht  out  the  gay  uniforms,  shining 
equipments  and  the  animating  march  and 
drill  of  the  soldiers  to  the  sound  of-mar- 
tial  music. 

The  amu.^-cments  and  habits  of  the 
p^^ople  >ixly  ycrus  ago  wt-re  very  dilfer- 
(Mit  from  iliose  ol  the  present  day.  More 
hours  vv(!r(!  given  to  lal)()r  ijvery  day 
ilironiih  I  he  year,  boys  were  given  scarce- 
ly a  holiday  thmuiih  the  year  unless  It 
was  when  the  wondertul  training  day 
came  routrd.  In  contra>ting  the  habit- 
ofilxi  people*  in  those  days  with  one 
vvho^(!  mciniMy  goes  back  to  that  period 
he  says  "I  remeinbtr  well  the  single  holi- 
day given  ine  loi'  the  yea"  to  go  t«» 
Georgi^town  to  see  tiie  parade  of  the  Box 
ford  Washington  Guards  and  Topstleld 
Warr«'n  Bluci.s.  After  my  morning  chores 
upon  the  luini  were  done,  with  six  cent?- 
given  me  foi-  spending  money,  which  I 
counted  a  izreat  8um,  I  ran  all  the  way  to 
Georgetown,  seven  miUs, without  resting 
HO  as  to  get  there  In  season  to  hear  th<- 
first  drum  beat.  I  havt;  a  recollection 
also,  he  says,  «»f  an    expeilcnce    Unit    dn\ 


ofaseiions  nature.  With  three  of  njy 
six  cents  given  me  for  spending  money  I 
bouaht  an  orange.  My  other  three  cents 
I  laid  u(>  for  sale  keeping.  My  orange  I 
ate  peel  and  all,  which  made  me  so  sick 
that  it  gives  me  a  painful  sensation  even 
now  to  think  of  it." 

The  prudent  habits  in  childhood  of 
Dtan  IViley,  whi<di  was  the  boy's  name, 
followed  him  ii]  after  years.  He  has  been 
a  successful  man  in  his  business  in  the 
ne!;ihbori.ni:  town  ol  Danvers  and  is  now 
hale  and  jolly  as  he  was  fifty-five  years 
a:;o  when  he  ran  through  the  woods  of 
Boxford  to  gel  eailv  on  the  training 
ground.  Tlie  tiaining  day  then  was 
about  ail  thiit  brought  lUv.  people  togeth- 
er, old  or  youni.',  exce|)t  llu;  alwa}s  fully 
attended  (hiireh  on  Sundav.  In  contrast 
wjih  the  eonoilion  ot  society  at  that  time 
wt;  now  have  some  half  a  dozen  secret 
ordfis  l)esides  nuno  ixn.s  other  organi/a- 
lions,  ihe  public  libiary  and  llu-  Sun- 
day newspaper,  Wli h  all  these  provisions 
for  the  intcllecluiil,  moral  and  re.hgious 
welfare  «»f  the  people,  it  is  .'■omewhai 
donl/ilul  ii' the  conditii>ns  of  the  peopU* 
are  yreMly  advanced  Irom  what  tluy 
w(!i f  sixiy  yeais  ago. 

The  (  hief  n'otivt;  of  forndnu:  th(!  Inian- 
try  Ci'inpany,  says  Mr.  Win.  Vj.  Kiinl>all, 
(yiH-  of  the  pi  ime movers  in  the  enter- 
prise, was  for  the  fan  of  it.  Military 
drill,  discipline  and  maicli  to  the  souiid 
of  niiirtial  music  was  a  joyous  excitement. 
The  <,')iy  unil(»rm>,  the  shining  «(|ijipages 
and  t he  tianie  ^if  IiM'anlry  addeil  lu  the 
interest.  liack  of  it  all  llu;  inspiring 
motive — llu;  spirit  of  t)utrioi,jj-ni. 

The  eapiain  of  the  old  Miliiia,  Naihan- 
iel  ('otiuni,  wli(>  was  to  be  enpLaln  ol  the 
Iidatd.i  V,  WHS  an  ollicer  in  whom  I  hey  all 
eoidd    fid^e  pride.      Ii(«    was    Iheii    In    i  lu' 
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prime  of  life, being  40  years  of  age,  of  fine 
military  bearing  and  possessed  a  thor- 
ougli  knowledge  of  the  art  military,  a 
quality  which  he  inherited  from  his  great 
ancestor,  Roger  Conant.  Bancroft,  speak- 
ing of  Conant  in  his  history, says  *'he  was 
a  man  of  extraordtnaiy  vigor.  Inspired 
as  if  by  some  superior  Instinct  he  suc- 
ceeded in  breathing  his  sublime  courage 
into  his  three  companions,  and  they  re- 
Molved  to  remain  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  as  sentinels  of  the  birth  of  Ameri- 
can freedom." 

"The  Topsfleld  Warren  Blues  was  or- 
ganized, June  1836." 

This  is  the  wording  of  record  kept  by 
A.  S.  Peabody,  clerk  of  the  company, 
which  is  the  only  writing  found  acnony 
his  papers  which  has  any  reference  to 
the  company.  The  person  who  came  in 
possession  of  the  record  book  of  the  com- 
pany after  it  was  disbanded,  regarded  it 
of  no  value  and  it  became  torn  and  de- 
faced and  finally  it  went  to  the  waste 
basket.  Independent  Infantry  compunie.s 
are  not  registered  at  the  Slate  department. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  ot  Mr. 
John  H.  Towne  for  a  copy  ol  papers  re- 
lating to  the  company  which  he  had  pre- 
served from  his  father's  paper^<,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  company.  They  read  as 
follows  :  — 

Topsfield,  Aug.  26,  1835. 
To  Mk.  Benjamin  B.  Towne: 

Your  flrwt  assessment  for  uniform    and 
equipments  is  .$20. 00    which   you    are  re 
quested  to  pay  to  the  clerk    of  the    Light 
Infantry  on  or  before  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber next. 

Per  order  of  .standing:  committee, 

William  E.  Kimijall,  Chairman. 

Topsfleld,  Sept.  10,  1886. 
Received  of    Beujimin    B.    T-iwiie   the 
sum  of  ^20.00,  it    being    his    llrst   asse.sf- 
raent  for  uniform  and  equipments. 

A.  S.  Peaiiody,  Clerk. 

Topsfield,  Sept.  28,  1836. 
Received    of  Benjamin    B.    Towne    the 
sum  of  !Bi20  00,  it    being    his   second    and 
third    assessments    lor    a    unllorin    and 
equipments. 

A.  S.  Peabody, Clerk. 

TopHfield,  Nov.  16,  1837. 
Yon  being  duly  enrolUKl    ns   a    member 


ot  the  T.  W.  Blues  are  hereby  directed  to 
appear  m  citizen's  dress  at  Capt.  William 
Mundav's  Tavern  on  Thurwday,  the  16th 
of  November,  at  one  o'clock  to  choohe  a 
Lieutenant  and  fiil  all  vacancies  that  may 
appear  or  occur. 

Per  oriler  of  comuiandi  r. 
A.  S.  Peahody,  Clerk. 

What  further  Items  we  have  gulheied 
of  the  history  of  the  company  we  Uarn 
from  the  few  members  ol  the  company 
now  living,  and  from  various  other 
sources.  We  are  cautioned,  however, not 
to  relf  too  much  upon  memory  or  tradi- 
lion  to  frame  a  history.  Yet  we  have 
some  warrant  in  standiny;  last  and  hold- 
ing to  the  memory  and  tradition  of  the 
Elders.  The  finest  literary  productions 
the  world  has  ev^r  known,  which  form  a 
part  of  the  classic  literature  taught  in 
<»ur  schools,  were  transmitted  down  by 
memory  from  generation  ti)  gener  iiioii, 
ages  before  the  invention  of  the  alphabet. 
"Memory  was  the  mother  of  the  muses," 
their  language  the  songs  of  the  minstrel. 
To  memory  alone  we  owe  the  pieserva- 
tlon  of  those  lofty  stiains  of  poetic  in- 
•*piration  as  thev  were  transmitted  down 
those  far  off  aires. 

In  the  preliminary  arraniiements  for 
I  he  formation  of  the  lufantiy  company 
there  occurred  an  incident,  which  caused 
great  division  in  the  company,  and  came 
well  nigh  breaking  up  the  or::unization. 
It  was  then  toward  the  latter  part,  of 
President  Jackson's  second  term  ot  office 
and  political  excitement  was  rnnniug 
hlj^h.  Jackson  had  been  chiefly  noted  dur- 
ing his  administration  for  coercing  the 
rebellious  spirit  of  South  Cart»lir)a  into 
obedience,  and  for  destroying  the  United 
States  Bank.  This  administration  had 
also  been  noted  for  beluix  .lather  expen- 
sive in  comparison  with  the  preceding 
•  ne  under  John  Qulncy  Adams.  The  per- 
son who  had  been  selected  bv  the  ladies 
to  purchase  the  banner  with  an  appropri- 
ate motto,  was  a  ^tannch  Adams  man  or 
Whig,  as  the  party  was  called.  He  con- 
ceived the  Idea  that  patilollc  princlpltts 
mi^ht  be  represented  on  the  banner  even 
if  there  was  a  slljj;lit  hint  at  the  politics 
of  the  times.  The  yearly  expense  of  the 
government  under  the  Adams  adminis- 
tration had  been  thirteen  million  dollitrs, 
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that  of  Jackson  thlrty-niue  million. 
Upon  one  side  of  ihe  bauoer  was  to  be 
painted  the  portrait  of  Warren  under- 
neath the  words  "To  die  for  oaes' country 
is  both  sweet  and  honorable."  Upon  the 
other  side  ot  the  banner  it  was  to  read 
"Froui  13  million  to  39  million."  The 
objt'Ct  of  this  was  to  show  the  contrast 
III  the  expense  of  the  government  under 
u  Whig  administration  and  under  a  Dem- 
ocratic. Luiie  K.  Prince  of  Beverly,  a 
velebrattd  painier,  was  engaged  to  do 
tlie  woik.  Tlif  cuiiiiiiittee  man  kept  his 
counsel  and  watched  lor  the  banner.  In 
due  time  the  beautiful  siik  banner  came 
with  the  portrait  of  Warren  painted  on 
one  side  as  directed,  on  the  other  side 
no  13  million  to  39  appeared,  but  instead 
the  picture  of  a  donkey  with  stubborn 
disposition  depicted  on  hiv  countenance, 
litre  was  mischief.  Who  did  this?  Whert 
did  this  work  come  Irom?  was  demanded 
by  every  member  of  the  company.  No 
one  ctiUld  explain,  but  there  was  suspi- 
cion that  certain  Democrats  in  the  com- 
pany were  "in  it."  There  was  such  dis- 
cord that  it  appeared  the  compani'  would 
disband  at  once.  It  was  then  but  a  few 
iiays  to  the  time  Ilxed  for  the  formal  cer- 
emony of  preaeutinfj  the  banner  to  the 
company.  Arrangements  were  nearly 
completed,  nearly  two  thousand  dollars 
had  brcu  expended  lor  uniforms  and 
equipmenL>,  coating  each  member  $40, 
and  the  bright  and  glorious  prospects  of 
(he  company  had  apparently  come  to  an 
eiid;bui,  in  ihe  midst  of  discord  and 
coij|uf»lon,a  idint  ray  of  lijjhl  was  allowed 
to  break  in  on  the  darknesn.  From  some 
unknown  honice  came  word  that  the 
motto  on  the  banner  originated  fiom  no 
iiieinbei  of  111*',  company.  This  changed 
the  aspect  of  all'alrs.  In  their  glow  ol 
patrionNm  no  one  wished  to  disband  the 
company  il  it  could  be  avoided.  As  the 
matter  was  explained  they  began  to  look 
on  the  affair  us  a  huge  joke.  It  Unaliy 
nettled  down  that  the  Democrats,  or 
Locofocos,  as  they  were  called,  were  sat- 
islled  with  the  picture,  us  a  donkey  wtood 
lor  llrmness  which  trait  m  this  animal 
they  regarded  as  representing  Jackson's 
character,  while  the  Whigs  said  ihe 
picture  was  a  fair  resemblance  of  an  ape, 
lilt  animal  which  they    reg-^rded   Jackson 


resembled  both  in  looks  and  character. 
In  this  construction  of  the  matter  the 
subject  rested,  every  one  enjoying  his 
o.vn  conclusionf-. 

Long  time  afterward  it  came  to  light 
that  the  inevitable  clown  in  the  drama  of 
atfaiffs  in  town,  either  secular  or  sacred, 
had  put  his  foot  into  the  subject.  He  had 
gained  access  to  the  painter  ol  the  banner 
in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  change  in  the  motto. 
It  may  be  supposed  the  painter  readily 
complied  with  ihe  request, as  he  also  was 
a  Democrat  or  Locofoco.  For  prudent 
leasobs  it  is  thought  best  that  the  name 
of  the  ctiiel  conspirator  in  this  affair  be 
withheld  Mil  a  certain  event  transpires, 
which,  iu  the  course  of  nature,  sooner  or 
later  comes  to  all.  Everything  was  now 
bustle  and  stir  in  preparation  lor  the 
formal  reception  of  the  ba<iner.  The 
Boxlord  Washington  Guards,  William 
Low,  commander,  weie  invited  to  be 
present  on  llie  occasion.  The  celebrated 
Bosttm  liiJiss  Band,  Joseph  Green, leader, 
was  engaged  for  ihe  day.  This  was  the 
oaiid  which  was  led  atone  time  by  the 
celetiraied  performer  on  ihe  bu^le,  Ned 
Kendal,  and  laier  by  Arthur  Hall.  Mr. 
Hall  had  a  gold  bugle  presented  to  him 
IS  a  complimH|,t  to  his  great  merit  as  a 
periormer  on  the  bugle.  This  was  before 
(he  gold  basis  »-xciiement,  other  than 
what  was  caused  by  the  gold  in  this  lare 
insirument  The  banner  wa.«  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  company  (with  an  appro- 
priate address)  by  one  ol  Topstleld's  lair- 
est  Jaugliteis,  Miss  Sally  Munday,  who 
was  chosen  tor  this  duty  by  the  ladlew  of 
ihe  town. 

The  nuxle  of  travelling:  long  <^llstances 
In  those  days  was  by  stage.  This  occa- 
sion was  t.vo  years  previous  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  railroad  for  travel  between 
Boston  and  Salem,  The  Bo.vtoii  Brass 
Baud  therelore  must  come  to  Topslleld  i 
by  stage.  A  stajj^e  ride  from  Boston  to 
rop.slh'ld  was  an  advenlure  which  few  In 
these  years  would  care  to  uiul(;rtake.  It 
was  run  or  trot  the  hoises  nil  ihe  dis- 
t mce  up  hill  and  down  from  start  lo  fin- 
ish. The  relays  between  Boston  and 
Newburypoit  were  at  Lynnlleld  and  at 
('uinmings'  in  Topslleld.  1  he  names  of 
Meiidon,  I'lnkham,  Tuttle  anil  Con.int  ai e 
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familiar  to  the  older  people  whose  mem- 
ory goes  back  to  those  joyous  clays  as  the 
gallant  stage  drivei's  who  passed  daily 
over  tlie  Tujopilie  between  Boston  and 
Newburyport.  The  sensation  they 
caused  among  the  young  people  is  re- 
membered as  they  reined  into  town  four 
in  hand  blowing  their  stage  horns  as  the 
signal  of  approach,  (xreat  was  the  com- 
motion at  Cuniinings'  on  hearing  the 
sound  of  the  stage  horn.  The  cl.ilteriny 
of  dislies  and  glasses;  ilie  delicious  odor 
<»f  rich  viands  and  cordials  betokened  the 
bounteous  table  always  to  be  found  ai 
Cummings'  Hotel.  This  celebrated  hos- 
telry became  the  favorite  resort  of  the 
Warren  Blues  on  many  a  festive  occa- 
sion in  alter  yeais.  It  is  remembered 
that  a  learned  parrot  lived  for  many 
years  iu  the  oarroom  at  this  place.  When 
the  parrot  heard  the  sound  of  the  sta:ie 
horn  he  always  gave  notice  to  the  trusty 
man  of  affairs  in  a  loud,  distinct  voice, 
saying  "Uncle  Jones,  sta^je  coming"  and 
to  the  faithful  cook,  "Granny  Bowdoin, 
t;et  dinner,  stage  comijg."  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  presentation  of  the  briuner 
to  the  Warren  Blues  the  »xtra  stuge> 
which  brought  the  band  from  Bost<ni 
were  to  stop  at  the  ne^v  Hotel  kept  by 
Captain  William  Munday.  It  wns  ihi> 
Captain's  daui;hter  who  was  lo  deliver 
the  address  and  present  the  i)ariner  lo  the 
new  company.  Captain  Munday  gained 
his  commi.-sion  in  the  government  ser- 
vice as  captain  ol  a  company  of  Cavaliy. 
This  company  had  ihen  been  sometime 
disbanded.  The  last  time  they  m«t  foi 
.choice  of  ofllcers,  which  was  at  Newbury 
poi't,  the  couipiiny  had  dwindled  down  lo 
so  few  In  numhHr  that  it  looU  tlui  whoh; 
company  t(»  1111  the  olllces  except  <»i)(! 
man.  The  olUcers  took  pity  on  the  poor 
lone  trooper  and  b.'gan  to  cast  aboui  to 
make  him  an  olllce.  "Don't  tiouhle  yoni  ■ 
selves,"  said  Thonias  Moore,  the  troup- 
er's name,  "I  had  raiher  t»e  a  wthde  cimu- 
pany  than  one  single  ollicer." 

lOiij-ly  on  Thursday,  the  27th  of  October, 
1830,  strangers  begai  to  gather  into  ihe 
little  town  nestled  away  among  the  hills 
where  fieedum  had  its  l)irlh,  and  .soon  a 
great  multitude  thronged  the  village. 
This  was  the  day  tlie  Infantry  company 
Was    to    ri'ccivf    its    banner;    the    pljuM' 


appointed  for  the  reception  was  on  the 
compass  in  front  of  the  Academy.  The 
armory  of  the  company  was  in  the  acad- 
emy huildiniz.  Early  in  the  niorninir  the 
company  met  at  th*;ir  aimoiy,  IVcm 
whence  th(^y  marched  to  the  Buxlord 
line  and  escort  d  the  Boxiord  Washing- 
ton Guards  to  the  elegant  mansion  of 
tiieir  generous  townsmuti,  AsaPingiee, 
Esq.,  where  they  partook  of  a  splendid 
collation.  At  two  o'clock  Getieral  Lowe, 
Major  Stone,  the  two  conipMnii-s  and  in- 
vited guests  dined  at  CMftiain  Minidav's 
Hotel.  They  were  served  with  a  mo.^t 
sumptuous  dinner.  These  munificent  tok- 
ens of  respect, so  politely  and  gratuitous- 
ly tendered,  excited  )he  \:ratitude  of  all 
who  partook  of  such  liberal  enteitaiu- 
ment.  After  dinner  the  ivvo  companies, 
with  the  citizens  joiniui:,  weie  escorted 
by  the  Brass  Band  to  the  grounds  in 
front  of  the  Academy.  Miss  Sally  Mun- 
day, then  coming  forwaid  and  >tauding 
on  the  steps  o(  the  building  arrayed  in 
white,  the  Hag  in  her  right  hand,  ad- 
dressed the  ompmv  in  these  words;  — 

"Soldiers:  It  is  with  patriotic  pride  in 
the  name  of  the  ladies  of  Topstleld  I  pre- 
sent y  ju  this  bannei"  and  bid  you  emulate 
the  virtues  and  military  (alent  of  the  un- 
daunted Warren,  whose  numt-  you  have 
chosen.  Should  ihr;  Indepench-nce  ever 
•)e  endangered,  wlilch  he  and  his  associ- 
ates gained  for  y.ou,  may  you  arm  wiih 
the  same  zeal  and  concjucr  iu  tiie  cause 
of  freedom.  Who  among  yon  will  shiink 
from  following  this  standard  in  defense 
of  his  country  and  his  honie?  Who  vvill 
refuse  to  make  himself  a  >tipporter  (d"the 
liberty  so  nobly  gained  by  tlie  heroes  of 
t''e  Kiivolution,  and  who,  as  tlu;  .silken 
folds  of  this  unstained  penintnt  are  cast 
to  the  free  air  ol  Heaven,  will  I'orut;!  that 
God  arms  the  hand  and  shields  the 
heart  of  the  pati'iot?  In  this  faith  may  yon 
ever  be  fouijd  amid  the  guardians  which 
Heaven  sends  to  protect  the  freedonj  of 
our  happy  land.  Ma\  you  never  rally 
round  this  banner  stall' save  in  a  rightful 
cause." 

The  address  was  '.jsiven  with  that  grace 
of  manner  and  for(;e  of  expression,  which 
called  lorth  the  loud  cheers  of  the  people. 
After  the  response  by  the  band,  Captain 
Nralhiir>iel  (Sonant  replied  to    the    addrt^ss 
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as  folloWM  : 

"Madam  :  In  the  name  of  the  Topsfleld 
Warreu  Blues  we  gratefully  accept  and 
teuder  our  most  respectlul  ackuowledge- 
ment  to  the  ladles  of  Topsfleld  for  lliis 
very  beautiful  standard.  We  hope  the 
Dame  we  have  selected  for  our  corps  will 
ever  prompt  us  to  deeds  of  valor,  and 
that  in  the  service  oi  our  country  we 
hhall  always  follow  without  shaming  the 
Immortal  image  borne  upon  this  flag,  and 
our  homes, ever  dear, will  possess  new  and 
iucreased  value  from  the  manifestations 
which  the  ladies  of  Topsfleld  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us  in  regard  to  our 
corps.  We  profess  to  train  and  prepare 
ourselves  for  the  protection  of  virtue,  the 
defense  of  liberty  and  independence,  th*- 
security  of  our  institutions,  civil,  literary 
and  religious,  relying  for  aid  in  such  im- 
portant duties  upon  a  continuance  ol 
Bi  your  favorable  regards  and  the  smiles  oi 
Heaven  J  and  hope  we  shall  be  ready  at 
all  times  to  adopt  the  motto  inscribed  on 
our  banner,  *'To  die  for  one's  country  is 
both  sweet  and  honor&ble."  The  addreN> 
of  Capt.  Conant  was  also  received  with 
great  aoplause. 

After  the  banner  was  received,  Cupt 
Conant  placed  it  iu  the  hand  of  Williauj 
E.  Kimball,  who  had  been  chosen  bearer 
of  the  banner. by  the  company.  General 
Lowe  then  gave  a  sentiment  In  which  lu; 
most  happily  alluded  to  the  protection 
the  ladles  so  justly  merited  from  tlie 
soldiers  and  citizens  of  our  happy  and 
glorious  liepublic.  In  the  evening  the 
lovers  of  music  were  entertained  at  the 
hotel  In  the  most  pleasing  manner  by 
the  performances  of  the  band.  There 
was  also  a  grand  ball  that  evening  at 
Cumniings'. 

The  day  was  flne  and  the  whole  exhibi- 
tion was  brilliant  and  gratifying.  To  be 
deflulte  concerning  the  apparel  of  the 
fair  orator  lor  the  occasion,  her  dress 
was  white  niuslln,Iow  neck, short  sleeves, 
blue  trimmings  and  lon^;  mitts.  Not  long 
after  this  eventful  day  Misa  Munday  was 
married  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  com- 
pany, Lemuel  Ilolten  Gould,  whom  it  is 
said  she  captured  on  this  occasion  and 
held  him  her  prisoner.  Lieutenant  Gould 
was  afterward  promoted  captain  of  the 
company,  Capt.    Conant  Ixilng  promoted 


Maj.  of  Brigade;.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Gould.  Mis.  Ann  Gould 
Ferguson,  for  a  copy  of  the  address. 
Many  Incidents  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day  in  cocnection  with  the  cele- 
bration, but  the  space  which  is  allotted 
for  this  paper  will  not  permit  us  to  make 
record.  We  shall  therefore  pass  to  a  few 
of  the  prominent  points  of  interest  in 
connection  with  this  company. 

The  nju:ilc  employed  by  the  company 
for  regular  duty, or  the  company  band  so- 
called,  is  of  next  Importituce  to  the  com- 
pany itself.  This  band  was  composed  of 
seven  members,  called  the  McKenzie 
Band,  part  of  the  members  belonging  In 
West  Ipswich  or  Flretovvn,  so  called,  and 
part  In  Topsfleld.  The  leader  of  the 
band,  Alfred  McKenzie,  played  B  flat 
bugle.  This  was  before  the  invention  of 
the  cornet  of  laiter  days.  It  appears  by 
the  scriptures  there  was  an  Instrument 
that  went  by  thai  name  several  thousand 
years  ago.  Addison  McKenzie, a  brother  ol* 
Alfred,  also  played  B  flat  bugle.  ISamuel 
McKenzie,  brother,  played  trambnne  ;  Jo- 
seph Chapman, clarionet ;  William  Spiller, 
flfe  ;  John  B.  Lake,  son  of  Silas  Lake  wh<» 
many  years  ago  was  a  famous  player  on 
snare  drum,  ()layed  bass  drum;  and  Eph- 
raim  Averill  played  on  the  snare  drum. 
For  a  country  band  in  those  days  it  was 
considered  good  music.  If  ihe  Boston 
brass  band  excelled  In  practice,  the  Mc- 
Kenzie band  was  not  wanting  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  theoiy  of  music.  For 
genius  and  quaint  originality  of  char^^c- 
ter,  some  of  the  members  of  this  band 
were  greatly  distinguished.  They  vveie 
greatly  liked  by  the  Warren  Blues  and 
continued  to  be  the  company's  band  s«t 
long  as  they  preserved  their  organization. 
Out  of  the  seven  members  of  the  band, 
foui  arc  still  living,  all  over  eighty  years 
of  age,  Ei)liraitn  Av{;rill,  Alfred  McKen- 
zie, Joseph  Chapman  and  William  lSi)lller. 
Out  of  the  whole  company,  'Mi  when  or- 
ganized, Ave  only  are  living.  In  contla^t 
it  speaks  favorably  for  the  profession  of 
a  musician  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  length 
of  days.  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman,  to  whom 
[  atn  indtibted  for  much  Information  con- 
cerning the  band  and  coinpiuy.  Is  i  e- 
inarkal)ly  well  preserved  for  a  man  of  his 
age.      In  speaking  with    him    a    few  dnys 
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ago  or  Incltleuts  io  coDuection  with  the 
preseotatlon  of  the  flag,  said  he,  "I  lliiok 
I  cau  recall  some  of  tlie  flrst  part  of  Miss 
Muoday's  adtlreas.  Wasu't  it  soraetliloij 
this  way, 'Soldiers  :  It  is  with  patriotic 
pride  I  preseut  you  this  banner?'  "  These 
words  were  accurately  remembered  by 
Mr.  Chapman  afier  merely  hearing  them 
uttered  uearlv  sixty  years  ago. 

Incidents  of  Interest  which  happened 
on  training  days  are  reraernbeiecl  by  the 
old  people  and  told  with  greateujoymeni. 
It  was  on  the  day  of  Brly:ade  muster, 
which  occurred  in  Top^fleld  in  the  fall  of 
1839  or  1840.  The  held  appropriated  for 
this  purpose  was  the  land  where  now  art- 
the  resijences  of  Mis.  lierrick,  Miss  Ray 
and  Fiederick  Merriam,  extending  back 
as  far  as  the  land, of  Mrs.  Kimball's.  From 
this  place  up  to  Captain  Munday's  liott-l, 
ou  that  day  the  ground  was  covered  with 
gambling  tables,  roulette,  dice  aud  other 
gambling  inventions.  The  crowd  thai 
occupied  these  tables  was  chiefly  from 
Boston.  Money  in  great  abundance  was 
seen  on  the  tables  aud  rapidly  changing 
hands  fronj  one  to  auollji-r.  As  it  wa- 
exposed  to  public  view  It  greatly  anuoycd 
the  ciciii^ens  of  the  town.  In  the  aftir- 
nooij,  as  soon  as  the  companies  were  dis- 
missed, a  platoon  of  the  Warren  Blut'> 
was  seen  charging  on  the  double  quick 
in  the  diiection  of  the  gambl'ng  tunics. 
In  an  instant,  dice,  roulette  tables,  monsv 
and  all  were  oyerturutd  and  rolling  In  a 
broken  mass  on  theground.  The  gamblers 
fled  for  their  lives.  This  incident  reflt  ct 
ed  great  credit  on  the  Warren  blues  and 
made  them  respected  by  every  citizen  in 
the  town.  It  was  a  custom,  as  has  beon 
observed,  for  the  Wai  ren  BIuhs  on  train- 
ing days  to  visit  Cunnnings  Hotoi  situai- 
eJ  upon  the  turnpike.  It  wa.s  a  pleasant 
march  there  as  there  was  a  fine  view  at 
that  place  of  the  surrounding  country. 
They  were  on  their  return  on  this  partic- 
ular occasion  from  this  bospitat)le  resort, 
when  the  old  militia  company,  which  was 
obliged  by  law  to  come  out  at  May  tiaiu- 
ing,  had  formed  on  the  common  and  were 
on  the  march  towards  the  same  resort 
which  the  Warren  Blues  had  just  visited. 
There  was. some  feeling  existing  between 
the  two  companies  caus-d  partly  by  the 
contrast  In  the    uniforms   and    equipage, 


partly  by  the  great  crowd  which  followed 
the  Infantry  showing  by  tbif^  their  par 
tiality  to  the  iiav  unilonns.  On  the  level 
ground  near  the  brook,  where  the  two 
companies  were  to  pin^s  each  other,  was 
a  large  puddle  ol  water  wtiicli  was 
caused  by  the  recent  rains  and  the  forn)u- 
tion  of  the  road,  which  was  made  in 
that  place  to  hold  the  water.  Such  a 
place  is  not  a  rare  thing  in  these  days. 
It  was  noticed  before  reaching  the  ^pot 
where  they  were  to  pass;  a  member  of 
the  militia  company  8tepp»d  from  the 
ranks  and  took  a  stone  from  the  w,i\\  and 
concealed  it  under  his  coat.  When  tiny 
were  just  opposite  the  water  the  ma.n 
threw  the  stone  wHh  great  force  into  the 
water,  which  splashed  the  mud  aud  water 
over  many  of  the  gay  uniforms.  This' 
i»rought  out  a  rousing  cheer  front  the 
militia.  In  conversing  with  an  old  lady, 
wife  of  one  of  the  infantry,  she  says  "yon 
can't  think  how  much  work  it  cost  us  to 
keep  those  uniforms  clean.  Every  time 
they  trained,"  she  said,  "we  had  to  re- 
move the  red  stripe  from  the  white  tron- 
SOS  (she  called  them  trouse.s,)  as  the  red 
Would  mix  in  with  the  white  if  wash*  d 
together,  and  we  had  tc  take  oil'  all  tin; 
outtous  from  the  coats  to  scour  them.  It 
was  a  deal  of  work,  luit,"  she  said,  -'we 
vvimmen  enjoyed  looking  at  the  soldiers, 
all  the  same."  There  rciilly  was  no  per- 
sonal feeling  between  the  membc-iw  of 
the  two  companies.  The  man  who  threw 
the  stone  that  splashed  the  mud  on  the 
uniforms  was  one  of  the  best  friends  of 
the  Infantry.  lie,  like  many  others  of 
the  militia,  contributed  generously  to 
their  support.  Ho  gave  ihem  on  the  oc- 
casion of  their  organization  his  peculiar 
-inm,  which  he  gave  for  special  objects, 
$33.33  13  aud  managed  some  way  to  make 
the  change  himself.  He  was  no  other  than 
Asa  Pingree,  who  enteitalned  them  so 
^ieneiously  at  his  mansion  ou  the  occasion 
of  the  reception  of  their  banner. 

For  want  ol  time  we  can  merely  allude 
to  the  sham  flght  at  the  Britrade  muster 
in  Boxford,  In  the  fall  of  1838.  which  re- 
flected great  credit  on  the  discipline  of 
the  Warren  Blues,  also  their  visit  at 
Bunker  Hill,  4th  of  July,  1842,  on  the 
occasion  of  celebiating  the  c<JinpIetion  of 
Bunker  Hill  monument,    Daniel    Webster 
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deliveriiiff  Ihe  oiatlou.  How  loug  Lbe 
orsanizailon  continued  we  have  uo  rec- 
ord. Independent  companies  received  a 
bounty  ol"  Ave  dollars  a  soldier.  In  1846 
ihey  received  the  last  bounties  of  which 
they  have  a  record.  About  this  time  the 
law  providing  for  this  bounty  was  re- 
pealed and  the  company  ilisbaudetl. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  company  of  chiefest  import- 
ance. Wliat  mean  the  JeiterH  on  that  cap 
and  kuupsack.  V.  W.  B.,  Topsfleld  War- 
ren Blues?  What  did  the  name  ofWai- 
ren  signify  to  that  company?  What  does 
the  name  of  Warren  signify  to  us?  In 
answer  to  this  question  we  point  to  the 
Nation.     There  she  is — behold  her! 

As  we  c  insider  the  many  millions  that 
have  been  afl'ected  by  the  name  Warren, 
the  increasing  millions  v^^ho  are  yet  to 
follow,  it  is  fitting  to  note  if  we  are  guid- 
ed by  the  same  compass  that  directed 
that  great  leader  in  the  principles  that 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Great  Repub- 
lic. In  the  library  of  the  state  depart- 
ment is  a  volume  of  manuscripts  of  great 
value.  They  are  the  original  responses 
.sent  by  the  Massachusetts  towns  to  the 
committee  of  correspondence,  Samuel 
Ada:jis,  Joseph  Warren  and  James  Otis, 
who  had  asked  the  people  to  convene  to- 
gether and  express  their  feelings  and 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  infringements  of 
Parliament  on  the  rights  of  the  people, 
so  that,  in  the  answers  returned,  the  col 
lected  wisdom  and  fortitude  of  the  whole 
peoplH  nilghi  dictate  measures  for  the 
rescue  ol  their  happy  and  glorious  con- 
stituiiun."  .One  of  those  papers  is  from 
Topstteld  signed  by  Captain  Samuel 
Smith,  Captain  John  Boardman  and  Dea- 
con John  Gould,  n  committee  chosen  by 
the  town  t.)  forward  their  answer. 

We  honor  and  revere  the  men  of  tlio 
Revolution  for  their  l)ravery  In  the  houi' 
of  battle,  but  their  courage  dates  back  to 
the  principles  which  inspired  them,  the 
preparation  for  the  coming  event.  The 
collecied  wisdom  and  fortitude  of  the 
people,  as  expressed  through  these  papers 
irom  the  dlflerent  towns,  Inspired  them 
with  courage  for  the  coming  conlllct.  It 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  first  govern- 
ment of  the  people  on  the  earth,  created 
by  the  people  and  for  the  people,     [t  wa> 


sealed  in  the  blood  of  the  immortal  War- 
ren. Surrounding  that  great  spirit  are 
gathered  a  great  multitude  who  have 
given  their  lives  to  defend  the  govern- 
ment that  t,he  Nation  might  live  and  not 
perish  from  the  earth.  As  we  dedicate 
this  evenlag  to  the  memory  of  our  patri- 
ot fatliers.  It  is  fitting  that  we  renew 
our  vows  of  fidelity  to  the  principles  for 
which  they  gave  their  "last,  full  measure 
of  devotion." 


ROSTKR    OF   TUE    COMPANY. 

Commissioned 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Conant  June  30,  183G 
Capt.  Lemuel  H.  Gould  Dec.  24,  1840 

1st  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Perley  June  30,  183G 
1st  Lient.  Joel  Lake  Nov.  Uj,  1837 

1st  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Munday  Dec.  24,  1840 
2d  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Munday  May  27,  1840 
2d  Lieut.  Thomas  Gould  Dec.  24,  1840 
3d  Lient.  Thomas  Gould  May  27,  1840 
Ensign  Joel  Lake  June  30,  183G 

Ensign  Nehemiah  Balch        Nov.  10,  1837 
Surgeon  Joseph  C.  Batchelder 
Surgeon's  Mate,  Joseph  Lloyd  Wellington 
Chaplain,  Leonard  B.  Griflin 

Capt.  Nat'l  Conant  was  promoted  Sept 
7,  1840,  major  and    Inspector    of  the  4lh 
Brigade,  Mass.  Lt.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Nat'l.  Perley  was  promoted  ma- 
jor Aug.  8,  1837,  Lieut.  Col.  Sept.  G,  1838, 
Colonel  Mar.  27,  1830  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral of  the  4th  Mass.  Light  Infantry  Sept. 
4,  1840. 

Adams,  Bknjamin  F.  Came  from  N.  H., 
was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker,  built 
the  house  now  owned  by  Levi  Beal, 
removed  to  Reading,  Mass.,  about 
1875  and  died  there  in  1888,  aged  80. 
Adams,  Benjamin.  Came  from  Middle- 
ton,  Mass.  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  J.  J. 
Hardy,  was  popularly  known  as  "Lit- 
tle Ben."  Died  in  Topsfield  In  1849, 
aged  3G. 
Andukws,  Aauon  a.  Born  in  Topsfield, 
a  butcher  by  trade  and  employed  by 
T.  P.  Munday,  enlisted  in  23d  Mass. 
Infantry,  but  was  never  mustered  in- 
to the  service.  Died  in  Toi)sfieid  in 
1877,  aged  54. 
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Atkinson,  William  D.  Came  to  Tops- 
field  from  Lynu,  worKed  at  his  trade, 
house  paiutioy,  for  a  short  time  and 
removed  to  Boston. 

AvEiiiLL,  Aaron  Perley,   Born  in  Tops 
field,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  removed 
to    Georj^etovvn    and    died   there   in 
18G5,  aged  55. 

Balch,  Neiiemiaii  Born  In  Tops(lelxi  and 
died  there  in  1884:,  a;:ed  77.  Was  a 
shoe  manulaeturer,  >erved  the  town 
as  treasurer  and  assessor,  vv^as  ensign 
of  the  company. 

Batciielder,  Joseph  Cummings.  Came 
from  Boxford,  was  an  excellent  phy- 
sician, removed  to  Templetun,  Mas--, 
in  1850  after  pracLicinj^  medicine  in 
Topsrteld  nearly  fifteen  years;  he  was 
the  successor  of  Jeremiah  Stone,  M. 
D.,  who  removed  to  Proviucetowo, 
Mass.  in  1830  Dr.  Batchelder  built 
the  hoU'-'C  n  >\v  owned  aod  occupied 
by  John  Bailey  ;  lie  was  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Cointin  1840, 
was  the  inventor  of  the  borinjr  ma- 
chine tliat  was  used  lor  a  time  wiiile 
the  lioosac  Tunnel  was  being  con- 
^tructed,  proving  at  tnat  time  a  par- 
tial failure,  t-nlisied  as  surgeon  in  the 
2;id  Mass.  Vols.,  I)ut  saw  little  ser 
vice-  vva.s  surgeon  ol' the  company  of 
'vBlues." 

Bassett,  David.  Came  from  Gloucester 
and  learned  the  wheelwright's  trade 
with  Thomas  K.  Leach,  removed  to 
Beverly  ('0 

Blaisdell,  James,  Born  inTopslleld  and 
died  there  in  1850,  aged  32,  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade. 

BuACKETT,  Charles  C.  Came  from  Wolf 
boro,  N.  M.,  way  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  ouilt  niiuiy  of  tlu;  older  houses 
now  standing  In  town,  also  In  1848 
the  church  at  LinebrooK  parish,  lie 
lived  In  town  about  ten  years  remov- 
ing lo  Ipswich  in  1848  and  afterwards 
to  Qulncy,  Mass.,  wherci  he  died 
about  1880.  Ueprest  iited  the  town 
at  the  General  Court  in  1843. 

Bradstrket,  John.  Born  in  Topslleld 
and  died  there  in  1847,  aged  3(),wa!i  a 
Hhi»(imakcir,ui,  oiu;  time  living  in  liox- 
ford. 

BuAi>STRKicr,  William.  Born  in  Tops- 
lU'ld,  a  farm'  r,  itad  is    now    llvluij  in 


living   in   Ips- 


Salem, 
Diet!  in 


Dan  vers. 

Chapman,  Edward  A.  He  was  a  cabinet 
maker  by  trade  and  also  worked  as  a 
housepiiuier.  Iltimoved  to  Haverhill. 

Chapman,  John  K.      Came     from     Line- 
brook    Parish,    Ipswich,     shoemaker 
and  farmer.     Is    now 
wicb. 

Clark,  David.  Born  in  TopsUeld  and 
died  there  in  1880,  aged  GG.  Farmer. 
Selectman  for  a  number  of  years. 

Conant,  Nathaniel.  Born  in  Topstield 
and  died  there  in  1872,  aged  7G.  Was 
captain  of  the  "Blues"  at  their  or- 
ganization, afcerwards  being  promot- 
ed to  be  major  an  J  brigade  inspector 
of  the  4th  Brigade  Mass.  Light  In- 
fantry.  Hi  represented  the  town 
twice  at  the  General  Court,  in  1854 
and  1863. 

Crowell,  Josiah.     C  ime     from 
was  a  sh  jemaker  by    trade, 
■     Topsheld  in  1880,  aged  85. 

CuRiUER,  Moses  J.  Came  from  Euheld, 
N.  tl.,  was  a  clerk  in  F.  &  N.  Perley's 
geneial  store,  and  alter  living  in 
town  about  three  years  removed  to 
Dauvers,  where  he  died  in  1892. 

Dodge,  Kijangis.  Lived  in  Hamilton, 
was  a  farmer. 

Elliot,  Charles  A.  Born  In  Topslleld, 
was  a  siioemaker  and  fanner.  Re- 
moved to  Dauvers  about  1855  and 
died  there  in  1895. 

Gallup,  William  Porteu.  B'>rn  In  Top- 
tield  and  dird  there  in  1890,  aged  80. 
Was  a  shoe  bottom  [Ini^her,  al-io  <  n- 
gaged  In  ihe  undertaking  bu'lne.ss 
lor  a  number  of  yearw,  binit  tlu;  hou.se 
now  occupied  by  his  son  W.  W.  Gal- 
lup, was  sergeant  in  the  company. 

GiKEORD,  William  H.  Came  from  Salem, 
ri'inoved  to  the  stale  of  Ne^v  York  in 
1843  or  4.     Farmer. 

Gould,  Ariai.  H.  Born  In  Topslleld  and 
died  there  in  1879,  aged  Gl.  Carried 
on  a  largo  butchering  bu>iness,  was 
stdectman  for  a  number  of  years. 

Gould,  Charles.  Born  in  TopsHc.'ld, 
shoemaker.     Is  still  living, 

Goui.D,  Emerson  l\  Born  in  Topslleld. 
A  sclu)olinast,fr  in  hh  younger  (.lays, 
al'terwanls  learning  the  bnteherlnj; 
business.  Enlisted  in  the  48ih  Muss. 
Vols.,  and     died     In   i  Ik;    lio.splial    nl 
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Baton  Rouge,  La,,  June  5,  1863, 
aged  61,  from  the  ettecta  of  an  injury 
received  in  tlie  slaui^hter  liouse  con- 
nected witli  tlie  army  headquarters. 

Gould,  Jonathan  Porter.  Born  in 
Topstteld  and  died  tiiere  in'18G0,  a;?cd 
40.  Carried  on  u  large  buiclierlng 
l)ijaine.ss. 

Gould,  J(3S[aii  L.  Born  In  Topslield  mid 
died  tlieru  in  1880,  a^cd  G3.  Was  a 
farmer,  built  the  house  now  owned 
by  Hor.ice  Bradstreet. 

Gould,  Lkmukl  Holton.  Born  in  Top'*- 
l  fiehl  in  1809,  farmer .  Went  to  Cali 
(ornta  in  1858,  living  there  until  his 
deaih  at  Sacrainent(»  in  1877.  "Was 
captain  of  the  company  aucceedhig 
Capt.  Natlianiel  Conant  in  1840. 

Gould,  Thomas.  Born  In  Topstteld  and 
died  there  in  1882,  aged  75,  was  a 
farmer,  superintendent  of  the  alms- 
.  liouse  for  nearly  12  years,  a  select- 
man, and  represented  the  town  at  the 
General  Court  in  184D.  Served  as 
2d  and  8d  lieutenant  of  the  company. 

Griffin,  Lhonard  B.  A  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Born 
in  Connecticut,  came  to  Topsfleld 
from  Gloucester,  preached   in  Tops- 

*  tteld  in  1840-1,  a  successful  charge, 
twenty  live  joining  the  church  while 
under  his  earn.  From  Tnp^lhdd  he 
went  to  Oambridgeport;  wa^  chap- 
lain of  the  company. 

IIooD,  John  Gould.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1858,  aged  51.  Was 
an  able  s^diool  master  in  his  yonnuer 
days,  afterwards  a  farmer  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  also  holding  m^ny  ofli 
ces  in  the  town  government.  For  a 
great  many  years  he  manufactured 
coillns,  sui)plying  Topstteld  and  the 
adjoiniuii  towns. 

UuBiiARD,  Humphrey  Gould.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  in  1847,  aged 
40.  Shoemaker. 

Janks,  Samuel.  Born  in  Salem  and  died 
in  Topsfleld  in  1873,  aged  71.  Was  a 
shoemaker,  afterwards  engajiing  In 
the  express  business  between  Topn- 
fleld  and  Salem,  carrying  it  on  al)oiit 
ten  years. 

Kimball,  Ben.jamin.  Born  In  Topstteld 
and  died  there  in  1882,  aged  80.  Man- 
ufactured a  high  grade  oi  boots:  was 
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town  treasurer  1863-Gl. 

Kimball,  William  E.  Born  in  Tops- 
fleld, carried  on  a  blacksmithing  bus- 
iness in  his  earlier  days,  but  after-' 
wards  enguyed  in  the  grocery  and 
East  India  goods  business;  died  in 
Danvers,  Nov.,  18i)5,  aged  91. 

Lakk,  David,  .Ik.  B*»rn  in  Top>itteld.  A 
farmer,  but  at  one  time  carried  on  a 
shoe  manufacturing  business,  became 
infected  with  the  gold  fever  in  1852 
an.d  started  for  California  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus.  Ileached  Panama  In 
safety  and  with  some  seventy  others 
chartered  a  small  schooner  and  sailed 
for  San  Francisco.  The  vessel  was 
insuttlclently  provisioned  and  nearly 
half  of  those  on  board  died  of  starva- 
tion and  found  a  watery  ^irave.  The 
survivors  ttnally  reached  the  Califor- 
ida  coast  and  after  speu(jing  four 
years  in  the  .state  Mr  Lake  reuirned 
to  TopsHi^ld  April  4,  1859.  lie  Htarted 
for  California  a  second  time  and  on 
the  28th  died  in  the  Paclttc  ocean  on 
the  upward  voyage  from  Panama, 
agVd  62. 

Lake,  Eleazer,  Jr.  Born  in  Topstteld 
and  died  there  in  18(57,  aijed  57.  lie 
was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker;  was 
held  in  great  repute  as  a  hnnter. 

Lake,  John  Brown.  Born  In  Boston  and 
died  in  Boxf.-rd  in  1878, aged  Gl.  Was 
a  farmer  and  shoemaker.  Started  for 
•  California  in  1852,  reached  Panama, 
but  Avas  urud)le  to  obtain  passage  for 
San  Francisco  and  returned  to  Tops- 
tteld. Enlisted  in  the  23d  Ma^s.  Inf., 
was  base  drummer  in  McKenzle'.s 
band- 

Lake,  Joel.  Born  in  Topsfleld  and  died 
there  in  18G0,  aiJied  57.  Shoe  manu- 
facturer and  lUH'serynian. 

Lamson,  Josiah  B,  Born  in  Topstteld 
and  died  there  in  1868  a^ed  53. 
Farmer. 

Lane,  Tho.vias  L.     Born     in    Gloucester 
and  died  in  Top-tteld  in  185G,aged  40. 
,    Was  a  boot  and   shoe   manufacturer, 
selectman  for  many  years. 

Leaoh,  Thomas  Kimball.  Came  Irom 
Wenham  and  died  In  Topstteld  in 
1892,  aged  77.  Carried  on  a  wheel- 
wright business  for  57  years. 

Lemont,  Steimikn  W.     Came  lr(jm  Llteh- 
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field,  Me.,   and   died    in  Topsfleld  in 
1844  aged  27.    Was  a  blacksmith. 

Lewis,  Fkedkuick  A.  Came  from  Salem: 
was  a  sailor  by  pi'ofcssion  bui  woiked 
at  shoemakiug,  at  one  time  sailed  iu 
coastiu^  and  tlstiiiiii  vessels.  The 
Gloucester  boat  of  which  lie  was  first 
mate  was  lost  on  thu  Grand  Banks, 
not  a  iDati  rftnminj;   lo  ttill   the  tale. 

Long,  Henry.    Cnnie  fn^ui  No.  Andover, 
Ma^s,,  and  died  in  Topslield  In    1871, 
a<:ed  52.  Blacksmith  and  stable  kt-ep 
er.  He  at  one  linie   trairied   with  the 
Wasldugtou  Guards  of  Boxford. 

McKenzie,  Addison.  Boru  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  itj  Dover,  N,  H.,  in  18HG, 
aged  44.  He  was  a  machinist  b^ 
trade;  played  B  flat  bugle  iu  McKen- 
zie's  band. 

McKenzie,  Alfred.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  is  now  living  in  Peabod.v.  Shoe 
manufacturer.  Leader  of  McKenzie's 
bund,  phiying  B  Ihit  bu.ule. 

McKenzie,  Constan'jine.  Boru  in  Tops- 
fleld, a  Cijrpetiier  by  trade,  went  to 
(California  in  1852  and  is  now  living 
in  San  Francisco. 

McKenzie,  Samuel  S.  Born  iu  Tops 
fleld  and  died  iliero  in  1891,  aged  81. 
Civil  eniiineer  and  jeweller;  >elecL- 
man  and  repiesenuuive  to  the  Gener- 
al Court  in  1852.  Playcii  trombone  in 
McKenzie's  band. 

Moore,  Thomas.  Born  in  I'npsfleld  and 
(lied  ttiere  in  18G8,  ai^ed  66.  Butcher. 
Was  standard  bearer  of  tlie  company. 

Monday,  Thomas  P.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1862,  iiged  45.  Car- 
ried on  a  large  butchering  business, 
was  1st  and  2d  lieutenant  of  the 
company. 

Teabody,  Augustine  Simonds.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  in  1884, aged 
73.  Was  a  school  teacher,  shoe  cut 
ter,  and  at  one  time  eni>aged  in  the 
stock  brokerage  busi'.es^  in  Boston. 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  >chool  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational 
church.  Served  the  town  as  select- 
man for  nine  years;  was  orderly 
sear^ent  of  the  conipuny. 

Peauody,  Fkancls  Dana.    Born  In  Tops 
fleld  and  died  in  Rowley  hi  lbl)l,aged 
75 ;  bootinarker. 


Peabody,  Thomas,  Jr.  Born  in  Tops- 
fleld and  died  in  Georgetown  in  1872, 
aiied  47.  Siioemaker.  Knlisti-d  in  the 
28d  Mass.   Vols. 

Peabody,  William  Cummings.  Bom  iu 
Topsfleld  and  is  now  living  in  Geoig- 
t(»wn.  Shoemaker.  At  the  piesent 
time  (1895)  is  the  oldest  flremau 
living  in  Mass. 

Perkins,  Amos,  Jr.  B'»rn  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1894,  aged  84.  Shoe 
manufacturer. 

Perkins,  Nathaniel,  Jr.  Born  In  Wen- 
ham  and  died  in  Topsfleld  in  1846, 
aged  o2.  Farmer. 

Perkins,  Nehemiah,  Jr.  Born  iu  Tops- 
fleld, died  in  Auburn,  Me.,  In  1892, 
aiied  71.     Farmer  and  shoe/naker. 

Perkins,  Robert  Sumner.  Born  in 
Top>flekJ,  school  teaclier,  'emovedto 
Danvers  and  engiged  in  the  soap 
business.  Is  still  living  in  Danvers. 
Was  sergeant  in  ihe  company. 

Perley,  Humphrey.  Boru  in  Ipswich. 
Is  now  liviuij;  in  Boxford,  farmer. 

Perley,  John,  Jr.  Born  in  Ipswich  and 
was  found  dead  in  Topsfleld  in  1880 
aited  76.  Farmer. 

Perley  John  Francis,  Jr.  Born  in  Box- 
lOrd  and  died  in  Topsfleld  iu  1893, 
aged  69.  Shoemaker   and   carpenter. 

Perley,  Nathaniel.  Born  in  Boxford 
died  in  TopslleM  in  1864,  aged  37. 
Carpenter  a  id  shoemaker. 

Perley,  Nathaniel  Born  in  T.»p. fleld 
and  died  in  Boston  in  1842.  a^ed  43. 
Kept  ;:eneral  and  E  ist  india  goods 
store,  1st  lieutenant  of  ihe  compmy 
at  its  organization, promoted  hi'ouiih 
tlie  various  grades  until  S.pt  4,1840, 
he  was  commissioned  Brigadier  Gr-n- 
eral  of  the  4ih  Brigade  Mass.  Liglit 
Infantry.  Represented  the  town  ut  the 
General  Court  in  1838. 

Perley,  Os<j()oi).  Born  in  Boxlortl  and 
died  iu  Topsfleld  in  1886,  aged  71. 
Butcher, 

Phillips,  Andrew  Jackson.  Born  in 
Salem.  Shoemaker  and  larmer.  For 
a  numb(-r  of  years  sailed  from  New 
Bt'dford  on  whalinu;  voyay:«\si,  enlist- 
ed In  3d  Mass.  lly.  Arty.  Now  living 
in  Jdnebr(jok  Parish,  Ipswicn. 

Phillips,  John.  Burn  in  Topsfleld. 
FariiKU'.     Kllleil    in    1840    by    being 
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thrown  from  a  horse.  Was  buried 
from  the  house  of  Joel  Lake  with 
iiillitary  houoi's  from  the  "Warreu 
Blues." 

PoTTicu,  John  H.  Born  in  Ipswich.  Car- 
penter and  hou;-e  builder.  Built  a 
H  number  of  houses  in  Topsfleld  and  is 
still  liviu^  there,  workinii  at  his 
tnule.  lit  presented  th^  town  at  the 
General  Court  in  1881;  selecimao 
for  H  number  of  yenrs 

Small,  Isaiah  M.  Came  from  Alton,  N. 
H.  Shoemaker  and  carpenter,  con- 
futable (or  many  years.  Removed  to 
New  York  state. 

Stiles,  Fhedkkick.  Born  in  Middleton. 
Shoe  inHuulaciurer.  Still  llvinj;  in 
Topsfleld. 

Tavlok,  Tkowijhidgk  CuiiTis.  Born  in 
Weymouth.  Mass.  Came  to  Tops- 
fleld from  Li  neb  rook  Parish.  Shoe 
maker.  Enlisted  in  23d  Mass.  Vols., 
as  musician.  Kenxived  to  Ipswich 
and  died  there  in  1893. 


Todd,  John.  Born  in  Ip.swich.  Shoe, 
maker  and  farmer.  Died  in  TopsUeld 
in  18G5,  aired  41). 

TowNE,  Benjamin  B.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  therein  1888,  aged  75.  Farm- 
er and  shoemaker;  selectman   1854-0. 

Waitt,  William  Born  in  Topsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1888  aged  77.  Shoe- 
maker and  expressman.  Was  l)iiud 
the  last  years  of  his  life. 

Wellington,  Joseph  Lloyd.  Came 
from  Templeton,  Mass.  Was  a  med- 
ical student, studying  with  Dr.  Batch- 
elder,  his  brother-in  law.  Surgeon's 
Mate  of  the  company. 

Wildes,  Moses,  2d.  Born  In  Topsfleld 
^,  died  there  in  1895,  aged  84.  Shoe- 
maker. 

Whipple,  John  S.  Came  from  Hamil- 
ton. Butcher.  Died  in  So.  Tamworth, 
N.  H.,  in  1883  aged  59. 

Wright,  James.  Blacksmith.  Removed 
to  Lovvcll. 
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jpiie  Trial  of  Dlizabeth  Porter  Bradstreet  fer 

\\\e  Grirne  of  Arson. 


By  Mrs.  Thkodoric  W.  Havkn. 


"Staud  still,  my  steed, 

Let  mo  review  the  sceue 
And  summon  from  the  shadowy  Past 

The  forms  that  once  liave  been." 

Down  the  aisles  of  memory  come 
trooping  myriads  of  shadowy  fi^'ures  and 
fancies,  ;L:hostly  remembrances  of  child- 
hood's imaginative,  dreamy  houis. 

Perhaps  the  flrst  distinctive  one  is  t^'ht 
of  attending  divine  service  in  the  n)eet- 
ing  house,  us  It  was  generally  called  in 
those  days.  Now  its  more  lamiliar 
appellative  is  the  church.  Clearly  do  I 
recall  its  exterriHl  appearance  of  three 
decades  ajro.  The  vast  area  of  its  bare, 
white -washed  walls,  the  hieroglyphic 
marks  across  their  surfjice  made  by 
cracks  in  the  plastering;  the  vivid  im- 
pression of  one  of  tliem  buck  of  the  wing 
pews  on  the  west  side  of  the  nave  has 
never  been  elfaced  from  memory's  cam- 
era It  ascended  and  descended  in  regu 
lar  lines  like  steps  aed  someliow  f  asso- 
elated  It  with  the  ladder  ascending  luto 
Heaven,  as  narrated  in  the  story  of 
"Jacob's  dream." 

Well  do  1  remember  the  rlsiuf?  of  a 
gray  haired  man  who  used  to  sit  In  one 
ol'  the  east  winir  pews,  during  prayer 
service.  I  could  never  reconcile  his 
standing  np.  wtille  the  rest  of  the  men  in 
the  congregation  remained  seated.  Often 
I  wondered  if  it  were  a  penalty  for  some- 
thing he  had  done  amiss.  1  liave  since 
learned  it  whs  a  custom  handed  down 
from  our  "Puritan  ancestors,"  a  visible 
protest  against  the  kneeling  ceremony 
of  the  "Established  Church."  Doubtless 
his  fathers  from  the-  third  generation 
buck  had  don(j  likewise  ;  his  grand-chil- 
dren follow  not  the  custom,  for  It  has 
l)ecome  obseloie. 

Shall  I  forego  mention  of  the  preacher 
who  occupied  the  pulp|t  whoso  words  of 
exhortation,  warning  and  prayer  were 
heard  from  It  for  so  many  years  and  per- 


chance llnd  a  responsive  echo  in  the 
souls  of  some  of  my  hearers?  Indeed, 
no  1  In  those  days  I  had  only  a  child's 
acquaintance  witli  him,  a  feeling  of  awe 
and  respect  when  he  spoke  to  me,  a 
sense  of  having  been  greatly  honored  if 
perchance  he  grasped  my  hand.  In  after 
years  these  emotions  were  only  intensi- 
fied by  a  more  iniimate  acquaintance,  a 
fuller  appreciation  of  the  grand,  noble 
qualities  of  his  mind  and  soul.  Meas- 
ured by  the  agnostic  standards  of  today 
doubtless  he  would  be  reckoned  as  nar- 
row in  his  theolojiy,  by  the  criticism  of 
the  "Andover  heresy"  as  bigoted  in  his 
views,  but  by  the  measure  "pure  in 
heart,"  majestically  he  towers  among 
his  contemporaries  and  successors  as 
well. 

Deep  set  lu  the  recesses  of  these  child- 
ish memories  is  the  picture  of  a  woman's 
face,  her  form  bowed  by  the  infirmities 
of  age;  plainly  I  see  her  before  me,  "in 
my  mind's  eye;"  even  to  the  details  of 
her  costume,  a  "paisley"  shawl,  which 
she  invariably  wore,  a  black,  embroi- 
dered, Spanish  lace  veil,  always  partial- 
ly drawn  over  her  face,  are  indelibly 
imprinted  on  its  retina.  There  was 
something  in  that  face  which  attracted 
my  ftincy.  I  know  I  must  have  inquired 
as  regards  its  possessor,  in  my  early 
yeirs,  for  the  outlines  of  her  story  seem 
almost  a  personal  recollection.  May  it 
Interest  you,  as  it  has  me. 

Backward  I  fling  the  curtain  of  time, 
Avhicli  slowly,  solemnly,  unceasingly  has 
dropped  its  folds  around  the  actors  of 
the  event  about  to  be  narrated,  shroud- 
ing within  Its  unfolding  en^brace  all  of 
them.  Fifty-eight  years  make  wide 
ravages  amojigst  the  dwellers  of  earth. 
Death  with  a  relentless  sickle  merciless- 
ly cuts  down  his  victims.  The  passing 
knell,  mahap  a  shaft  of  marble,  are  the 
only  tangible  evidences  of  our  having 
existed.      lie    who   serves    well    his    day 
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aud  {generation,  haply  bus  attained  unto 
earth's  highest  jiood ;  to  have  served 
them  ill,  that  man  is  cursed.  The  story 
opens  with  the  account  uf  a  dire  calami- 
ty, one  of  de>.t,riiclion  en;Liendered  by  tliat 
always  to  Ue  dreaded  Ibe,  tire. 

Th«  Salem  Gazette  dated  Oct.  17, 
1886,  contnins  tiie  following  paragraph  : 
"On  Monday  morning  a  fire  broke  out 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  John  Rea,  Jr.,  in 
Topsfleld,  by  which  a  tavern,  large  barn 
and  store  belonginir  to  this  irentlenian 
we»e  destroyed.  We  are  informed  by 
people  who  were  on  the  spot  th;it  ihe 
lire  originated  in  the  bain,  the  contents 
of  which,  a  lar^e  quantity  of  hay,  graia, 
etc.,  two  horses,  several  hogs,  iwo 
chaises  and  twM)  or  three  waiions,  were 
destroyed.  Considerable  of  the  hon^e 
furniture  was  consumed,  also  many  ottier 
articles  In  ih^^  house,  including  a  gold 
watch.  Mr  Peiley's  store  oii  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  street  was  preserved 
with  great  difficulty.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  fire  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary, 
lis  It  was  ilr>t  discovered  in  a  part  of  the 
barn  not  used  as  a  tavern  stable  and  Into 
which  no  one  had  been  known  to  carry  a 
light.  Mr.  Ucii  was  aroused  at  about 
one  o'clock.  The  alarm  reached  Salem 
ft  little  l)efore  2.  Two  enuines  from 
r)anv(!rs  lami  one  from  New  How  ley 
(now  Geitrg«town)  were  present.  Los>, 
^5,000.     Insured,  |2,()0()." 

Tin- event  of  the  lire  was  an  excltinir 
eplsod"  in  the  hij^tory  of  the  village. 
Most  of  tlie  Inhabitants  were  in  bi'd  an<l 
asleep  >it  ihe  time  it  commenced.  Mr. 
Chas.  Gould  luul  just  retired  to  Ids  home. 
He  partially  dressed,  got  on  a  horse  and 
rode  throniih  the  town  giving  the  ahirm. 
The  tavern  stood  on  the  site  of  tho  store 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  I.  Trowbridue, 
the  store  on  the  site  of  Mr.  John  Bailey's 
residence.  There  were  no  build- 
ings on  the  same  side  of  tho  street  on 
the  north  from  Wildes'  corner  but  a 
blacksmith  siiop.  South  of  the  tavern 
was  the  new  Samuel  Gcjnld  house.  Next 
to  It  stood  the  old  S.  Gould  house,  ami 
from  there  nojie  till  the  house  of  John  G. 
Hood  on  the  present  corner  of  Main  and 
Prospect  stret.'ts.  What  to  me  seems 
remarkable  is  the  fact  that  it  N  the  only 
lire   on    the    main    street   of   the    village 


since  it  was  first  settled.     May  it  be   the 
l^st. 

Of  course  the  ever  recurring  question 
as  regards  the  tire  was  :  How  was  It  set'r' 
Who  did  it?  The  property  was  insured 
for  a  large  sum  for  those  days,  but  there 
was  a  mortgage  upon  it,  held  by  Hon. 
Ashael  Huntington,  which  covered  the 
full  airiouut.  Capt.  Rea  had  recently 
failed'iu  business,  and  the  loss  of  his 
property  bv  fire  begyared  him,  so  to 
speak.  The  topic  was  pretty  generally 
canvassed  by  the  townsfolk,  as  are  local 
happenings  at  the  present  time.  Many 
whisp-  red  suspicions  which  they  dared 
not  utter  aloud.  Mutteringa  of  distrust 
against  the  Reas  were  neard  on  the 
horizon  of  public  opinion,  but  none 
anticipated  the  tenific  bolt  nor  its 
cou'se  in  striking  an  unsuspecting,  un- 
prepared, unwarned  victim. 

A  clipping  from  the  Salem   Gazette   of 
Dec.  13,  1830,  tells  the  siory  :  — 
Capital  Case. 

A  miigistrate's  court  was  held  last 
week  at  Topsfleld  before  John  W.  Proc- 
tor, Ksq.  for  the  examinailou  of  Miss 
Kli/.abeih  Porter  Bradstreet,  a  maiden 
lady  of  a  resi)ectable  fumily,  (m  com- 
plaint nnide  against  her,  char;:ing  her 
with  the  crime  of  arson,  in  setting  fire 
to  tlie  dvvellinii-hopse  ami  buildings  of 
Capt.  John  Rea  in  Topsdeld  a  few  weeks 
since. 

The  Salem  Gazettf,  dated  Dec.  '  10, 
1830,  contaiu.s  the  f  dlowlny  :  — 

By  consei  t  of  the  parties,  and  for 
leasons  that  were  thonjiht  satisfactory, 
the  time  for  the  bearing  in  relation  to 
the  eharire  of  setting  tire  to  the  buildings 
of  Capt.  John  Rea  in  Topstleld  on  the 
17th  ol'the  October  last  Is  postponed  to 
Monday,  Feb.  20,  1837. 

Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstreot  was 
house-keei)ur  at  tin;  Rea  tavern  when  It 
was  burned,  Capt.  Rea  Its  proprietor, 
beln'i  a  widower.  Before  entering  into 
the  details  of  tlm  trial,  1  wish  to  tell 
yon  of  the  ancestry  and  early  life  of  the 
accused. 

Her  first  an(!estora  In  this  country 
were  Gov.  Simon  Brndstreet  and  his 
wile,  Ann  Dudley.  John,  their  son, 
married  Sarah  Perklub.  They  hatl  a  son 
named    Simon,    who    married     Elizabeth 
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Capeu,  daughter  of  Parson  Capen  of  this 
town.  Their  son  John  married  Eliza- 
beth Fiske  and  they  had  a  son,  Col. 
Dudley,  who  married  Polly  Porter, 
sister  of  my  firaud-raother  Gonld,  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Joseph  Porter  of  Danvers, 
a  direct  desceodaut  of  the  John  Porter 
who  settled  at  Salem  village,  now  Dao- 
vers,  In  1634.  To  them  was  born  on 
Jan  11,  1803,  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Por- 
ter, the  subject  oi  this  sketch.  Thus 
she  was  of  the  sixth  muieratiou,  In  direct 
line  of  descent,  from  Gov.  Simon  Brad- 
street  aud  his  wile,  the  "Lady  Anne," 
the  first  poet  of  the  new  world.  Eliza- 
beth's mother  died  while  she  wa.s  very 
young,  and  being  the  eldest  daughter, 
upon  her  ^houlders  devolved  the  tu&k  of 
keeping  her  father's  house,  looking  afcer 
and  supplying  the  wants  or  the  younger 
children;  because  oi  this  she  had  no 
chance  to  ImproA'e  even  the  scanty  school 
advantages  of  those  early  days.  I-  have 
been  told  by  one  who  heard  her  speak  of 
her  early  life  that  hhe  .*>aid  "her  father 
kept  20  cows  which  she  helped  to  milk, 
took  care  of  milk  in  the  dairy,  ujaking 
butter  and  cheese."  Her  lather  kept 
large  flocks  of  hheip,  the  wool  ol  which 
she  spun  and  helped  wetive  into  cloth  for 
the  Clothing  of  the  family.  Elax  was 
also  raised  on  the  (arm.  This  she  spun 
and  Wove  into  rifts  of  wnuvvy  linen,  I 
recollect  having  heard  an  aunt  of  mine 
speak  <»f  the  quantity  of  lintni  sheets 
which  Elizabeth  possessed,  the  work  ol' 
her  own  hands  In  ln^v  youngei- years.  For 
all  these  services  rmidcred  as  her  fath- 
er's house-keeper  she  received  the  munifi- 
cent sum  of  three  shiillugs  a  weeK,  ^2(i 
a  year. 

Thus  she  grew  up  a  steady,  industri- 
ous woman,  beloved  by  her  family  and 
respected  by  the  townspeople.  Her 
father  In  time  took  to  him«ell  a  second 
wife,  so  that,  her  services  not  being 
required  at  home,  she  went  away  to 
work. 

She  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  At  the  time  of  her  arrest, 
liev.  James  McEwen,  ii;j* pastor,  rather 
than  have  her  committed  to  jail  during 
the  llmo  that  must  elapse  before  the 
liearlng,  gave  his  pledged  word  to  the 
(llstrlct  attorney  that  Ik;  woJild  guarantee 


her  appearance  at  the  time  designated. 

The  trial  opened  at  the  old  hotel,  on 
the  turnpike,  Monday,  Feb.  20th,  1837, 
before  magistrates  Proctor  and  Mack. 
Hon.  Leverett  Salstonstall  was  counsel 
for  the  accused,  of  whom  it  was  said: 
"there  Is  one  honest  lawyer  in  Salem." 
Hon.  Ishael  Huntington,  district  attor- 
ney, was  for  the  commonwealth,  himself 
a  Topsfield  boy.  lie  lived  a  long  aud 
honoral>le  lile  and  was  one  of  the  great 
lights  of  the  Edsex  bar. 

The  Reas  were  the  accusers  of  Miss 
Bradstreet,  basing  their  accusation  on  a 
letter,  purpoi  tiuii  to  have  been  written 
by  the  accused,  Oct.  10,  1836,  to  Capt. 
Rea  in  which  she  threatened  "to  buru 
his  property  unless  he  discontinued  his 
attentions  to  Ann  Siwyer."  This  Miss 
Sawyer,  whom  Capt.  Rea  afterward 
married,  lived  with  tier  brother, 
John,  who  was  a  tdiicksiniih,  living  in 
the  L  of  the  Wilde's  house,  carrying  on 
his  trade  In  the  shoo  on  the  opposite 
corner. 

One  evening  while  Capt.  Rea  was 
calling  upon  Miss  Sawyer  a  stone  was 
thrown  through  one  of  the  windows. 
They  charged  Miss  Bradstreet,  at  the 
trial,  with  the  perpetration  of  the  deed, 
but  it  was  not  pioven.  One  item  of 
evidence  olfered  to  sijpport  ihe  contents 
of  the  letter  was  that  Miss  Bradstreet 
had  told  a  woman  friend  of  her  Intention 
to  win  Capt.  Rea.  At  a  house  where  she 
was  calling  one  day,  several  of  her 
acquaintances  were  congregated  and  in 
the  course  of  the  conversation  they 
chadded  her  about  Uea  and  jokingly  slib 
made  the  above  reply. 

At  the  time  of  the  tire,  of  course,  she 
was  aroused  with  the  rest  ol  the  Inmates. 
The  barn  burning  first,  ihere  v\as  time 
to  collect  most  of  her  belouiiliigs  ancl 
bhc.  hastily  placed  them  in  u  trunk  which 
was  carried  out  ot  the  house  by  E((Ward 
Hood,  a  resident  of  the  town.  At  this 
time  he  was  paying  particular  attention 
to  Miss  Bradstreet,  and  he  testified  at 
the  trial  that  It  was  "impossible  lor  her 
to  have  set  the  tire,  for  he  was  in  her 
company  from  8  o'clock  p.  m.  until  the 
haihls  01  the  clock    weid   ()erpondicular." 

As  1  before  stated,  the  irlnl  commenced 
at  the  tiotel,  but  the  space    there    becumo 
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too  limited  and  the  couiL  rcmoveU  to  the 
Academy  bulldinjj.  Of  course  tho  greut 
piece  ol'  evidence  utjalnsl  her  vvuh  the 
letter.  II  proved  to  have  been  written 
by  her,  the  conclusions  would  inevitably 
be  dama;4ini4  to  hei'  cause. 

During  the  exauiiuutioti  of  wltnessew, 
ooe  ol'  her  l)ri)tliers  wu.s  asked  ii'  he  hud 
lu  his  possession  any  loiter  written  by 
bis  sister  Elizabeth.  He  replied,  "No! 
8lie  did  not  know  how  to  wntu  a'  letier, 
Iherel'ore  I  have  never  received  any.  'J'he 
only  specimen  of  her  haudwriiiog  exLniit 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  was  a  miss-s.pelh^d, 
badly  written  note  to  her  slep-moiher. 
Comparing  it  -vith  the  letter  leceived  bv 
Rea  It  was  obvious  that  the  h;^udwi  iLinj^ 
was  totally  dissimilar.  So  ihui  the 
letter  chari^e  fell  through. 

The  time  of  the  trial  occupied  10  days; 
really  over  11  days,  but  the  court  ad- 
journed over  one  sittiuf^  to  atieud  the 
lunerttl  services  of  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleve- 
land. One  reason  for  its  great  leuyth 
was  the  large  number  of  witnesses  put 
on  the  stand  to  testify  In  behalt  ol  the 
accused  as  to  her  character,  standing, 
etc.  Two  persons  only  are  living,  now, 
of  that  number.  The  Keas  left  no  .-itoue 
unturned  that  might  possibly  bear  on 
some  circumstance  that  would  tend  to 
criminate  her. 

At  length  came  the  final  day  of  the 
hearing,  which  it  was  decided  should  be 
held  in  tbe  ujeetlng  house,  March  au. 
The  8uu  rose  cl''ur,  the  day  was  warm 
and  bright.  The  court  opened  piomptly 
at  i)  o'clock  a.  ni.  A  few  minutes  before 
the  time  Mrs.  McEweu  came  down  ihe 
broad  aisle  of  the  ujoetlng  house,  lol- 
lowed  b>'  the  accused.  After  her  came 
the  high  sheriff.  The  party  seated  them 
filves  In  the  uiinlster's  pew,  which  was 
ou  the  left  side  of  the  pulpit.  The  judg- 
es and  counsel  for  both  sides  occupied 
the  elder's  seat,  which  was  the  height  of 
two  steps  above  the  rest  of  the  pows, 
aud  directly  in  front  ot  the  pulpii,  ex- 
tending the  entire  length  of  the  pulpit's 
platform.  After  prayer  by  llev.  Jamea 
McEwen  the  court  opened.  The  liouse 
dlled  rapidly.  Every  Inch  of  standing 
room  was  filled.  The  iiallerles  were 
packed  with  a  symputhl/ilny,  expectant 
throuitf.       llou.      Loverett     tSulstonstall 


opened  his  plea  for  the  prisoner.  lie 
spoke  of  her  former  reputation,  her  In- 
tegrity of  character.  He  summed  up 
her  domestic  and  industiious  qualities, 
ocouted  at  her  love  for  liea  as  being  the 
incentive  of  the  crime,  and  the  Improba- 
l)illty  ol"  such  a  vvon)an  concocting  so 
nelai  ions  a  scheme.  Me  pointed  out  tho 
discrepancies  In  the  handwriting  ol  tho 
h'tter  and  ol'  the  note  J  have  before 
spoken  of.  lie  thought  it  hard  ihat 
Ca|)t.  Kea  should  tell  the  story  of  Miss 
Bradstreei's  infatuatiou  for  himself  and 
that  she  should  remain  silent.  The 
igmnniny  of  so  doing  wa^^  utterly  inde- 
scribable. The  argument  was  continued 
for  nearly  four  hours.  He  finally  com- 
mended hei'  to  the  "mercy  of  the  worldly 
judges,  and  that  of  Almighty  God,  who 
kuoweth  the  innocence  of  the  crime 
whereof  she  Is  accused."  He  took  his 
seat  amidst  profound  silence.  After  a 
conference  among  the  juoges,  the  court 
crier  announced  thai  the  couit  would 
adjourn  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.  Many  of 
the  audience  remained  in  the  meeting 
house  over  the  entire  intermission  in 
ordei  to  obtain  good  seats  for  the  after- 
no(»n  session.  The  prisoner  repaired  to 
the  home  of  the  McEwens,  at  which 
place  she  had  been  staying  since  the 
time  of  her  arrest. 

The  court  camo  In  at  precisely  2  p.  m. 
If  the  house  was  crowded  in  the  morn- 
ing, It  was  densely  packed  now,  the 
crowd  surjiiug  hack  on  to  its  entrance 
steps.  H(»n.  Ashael  Huntington,  district 
attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  com- 
menced his  charge  to  the  judges,  &s  fol- 
lows :  "I  have  no  desire  other  than  to  do 
my  duly.  My  feelings  towards  the  com- 
munity are  friendly.  The  examination 
took  place  In  this  town  by  my  desire.  I 
consented  that  this  lad>  might  remain 
with  her  friends.  I  might  have  had  her 
placed  in  jail,  as  always  Is  done  in  cases 
of  tills  kind.  I  liave  had  no  connection 
with  Ilea  since  tlie  time  of  his  failure, 
till  183G.  Do  not  lose  a  mill  In  conse- 
quence of  the  destruction  of  this  proper- 
ty. I  respect  the  feelings  of  this  com- 
munity toward  the  accused.  It  may  all 
be  a  delusion,  a  mistake,  It  Is  the  duty 
of  tho  magistrates  to  carefully  weigh  all 
ovldonco  presented.     I    don't   liellove  an 
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exainlnatlou  of  this  kind  ever  consumed 
BO  much  time  since  the  foundation  of  the 
government.  I  have  only  done  my  duty 
if  I  show  on  the  pari  of  the  government 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  the 
prisoner  of  being  yuilty  ot  the  crime 
imputed  to  her.  I  believe  that  the 
community  admits  that  the  ttre  comr 
raenced  by  design;  any  individual  in  the 
ueii^hborhood  miglit  have  done  it  as  well 
as  the  prisoner  had  ihey  a  motive.  I 
know  that  people  of  this  town  will 
weigh  the  truth  candidly." 

So  he  i^oes  on.  Says  very  little  with 
regard  to  the  letter,  t)ut  makes  a  strong 
,  point  out  of  Miss  Bradstreei's  love  for 
Rea  aud  her  avowed  intention  to  win 
him;  summing  up  the  points  of  evi- 
dence against  her  which  notoriously 
were  all  given  by  persons  of  the  name 
of  Rea,  or  their  family  connections, 
excepting  Ann  Sawyer.  •  His  speech 
occupied  over  two  hours'  time.  I  have 
been  told  l)y  one  who  heard  it  that  "It 
was  considered  a  masterly  affair,"  preju- 
dicing many  against  him,  they  thinking 
that  he  need  not  have  made  so  great  an 
effort  to  convict  one  of  his  own  towns- 
people. Doubtless  this  fact  made  him 
the  more  strenuous  in  the  performance 
of  his  legal  duty.  It  was  not  Ashael 
Huntington,  the  man  and  fellow  citizen 
who  spoke,  but  Anliiel  Huntington,  the 
district  attorney.  The  case  wus  iiiven 
to  the  magistrates  at  5.40  o'clock.  They 
entered  into  a  conference  as  to  its  merits 
and  demerits,  while  the  crowd  wait(!d 
expectantly  for  their  verdict.  A  large 
number  of  strangers,  young  men,  some 
25  In  number,  were  scattered  throughout 
the  audience.  People  wondered  who 
they  might  be.  It  grew  dark  and  the 
room  was  lighted,  but  no  one  stirred  to 
leave  the  house.  All  were  anxious  to 
hear  their  decision.  Finally  the  crier 
arose  and  stated  that  the  decision  would 
not  be  given  out  to  the  public  till  the 
next  morning  at  9  o'clock.  It  was  a 
great  disappoiutnient  to  the  waiting 
crowd,  but  they  were  obliged  to  submit. 
An  arrangement  was  made  whereby  the 
result  of  the  trial  should  be  made  known 
to  the  people  at  large.  If  the  prisoner 
was  convicted  the  ciiurch  bell  should  be 
tolled,   If   acquitted    it    was    to   peal   the 


joyful  tidings  abroad.  It  was  whispered 
about  among  the  knowini;  ones,  and  the 
rumor  had  reached  olHcial  ears,  that 
those  young  sti'angers  presient  were  the 
ringleaders  of  a  band  which  intended  to 
make  a  forcible  demonstration  inside 
the  meetlnii  house  after  the  delivery  of 
the  verdict.  If  favorable  to  Miss  Brad- 
street,  one  of  joy,  if  aiiainst  her,  one  o'. 
indignation.  Some  who  knew  of  the 
weakness  of  the  structure,  asked  the 
judges  to  wlthliold  their  (lecision  on 
this  account,  fearing  that  some  of  its 
timbers  miiiht  collapse  under  the  great 
weight  of  the  audi^-nce,  and  the  extra 
strain  of  stamping  and  rapid  moving 
about.  It  was  an  old  building.  Nut 
long  after  it  was  r«-mnved,  the  pres- 
ent church  building  being  dedicated  in 
1842. 

The  fatefdl  morning  came.  One  aged 
woman  has  told  me  "that  in  her  home 
breakfast  was  rea'ly  at  the  usual  hour, 
but  no  one  could  eat  it.  Her  father 
walked  the  floor,  while  none  of  the 
family  had  any  desire  lo  engage  In  their 
usual  occupations." 

Crowds  of  people  gathered  "  on  the 
common  as  tlie  faieful  hour  drew  nigh, 
waiting  for  the  peal  of  the  bell,  discuss- 
ing the  pros  and  cons  of  the  evidence  of 
the  trial  and  its  probable  «»utcome.  A 
perceptible  silence  fell  upon  th«-m  as  the 
time  of  waiting  lessened  into  a  minute's 
duration;  when  It  lacked  only  a  second, 
heart  throbs  were  almost  aud  hie.  "They 
rurtg  the  bell  til)  ihey  rocked  the  steeple." 
The  rejoicing  was  universal.  What 
must  not  Its  jilad  tidings  have  meant  to 
the  woman  whosti  life  had  been  hi  jeopar- 
dy these  last  ten  days?  We  can  imagine 
it  like  the  awakening  from  a  most  horri- 
ble niiihtmare ;  as  a  delivery  from  an 
impetjdln:;  weight  on  its  way  to  cru.^h 
the  very  life  fiotti  her  soul  and  body. 

Who  set  the  tire  is  still  a  piystery. 
Who  wrote  the?  letter  is  another;  doubt- 
less they  will  always  remain  so. 

In  one  of  his  sketches  Ilathorne  elab- 
orates the  idea  that  "  'Ms  not  the  deed 
alone  that  ccnisiitutes  sin,  but  the 
thought  as  well."  Someone  in  tlieir 
thought  deprived  Elizabeth  Porter 
Bradstreet  of  that  gift  bestowed  upon 
her  ijy  tlu!    great    Or<;ator,    life;     hanged 
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her  upon  the  jijallovvs,  conclcmnctl  her  to 
the  most  iiiuomiiiuus  form  ol  death  be- 
stowed upon  criminals  of  the  deeoest 
dye.     In  God's  sight   they    were   "s;ullty 


af) 


of   murder   in    the    llrst     de^rree,"     with 
malice  aforethought. 

May  He,  in  the  wideuess  of  His  mercy, 
show  pardon  unto  that  guilty  one. 


A  Sketch  of  Br.  Rehernlah  Gleaveland. 


By  Charles  J.  Peabody. 


In  trying  to,  collt-ct  material  for  this 
paper  I  nave  been  impressed  with  the 
fact  that,  however  deep  may  be  the  hold 
that  a  man  gains  on  the  men  of  his  time, 
but  few  facts  or  traditions  linget*  in  the 
minds  of  a  later  generation.  Hence  much 
of  value  that  I  present  may  doubtless  be 
well  known,  being  obtained  from  bi»oks 
with  which  you  are  more  familiar  than 
myself. 

The  recalling,  however,  of  the  lacts 
and  incidents  of  such  a  life  as  that  of  Dr. 
Nehemiah  Oleavelaud  must  be  of  advan- 
tage, and  will  impress  on  us  the  great 
service  that  was  done  in  former  days  by 
a  man  who  was  wise,  strong  and  true. 

Nehemiah  (Jleuveland  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Rev.  John  Cleaveland  of  Ipswich, 
of  whom  it  is  said  -'he  preached  all  the 
men  of  his  Parish  into  the  army  of  thf* 
Revolution  and  then  went  himself;"  thn^e 
of  his  sons  were  also  in  the  army.  Nehe- 
miah at  the  aiic  of  IG  was  an  attendant  on 
his  father  during  the  siege  of  Boston  and 
afterward  enlisted.  He  saw  service  at 
West  Point  and  In  New  Jersey;  he  was 
also  at  Ticondoroga.  After  he  left  the 
army  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and 
manifested  the  patience,  courage  and  en- 
durance that  afterward  distinguished  him 
in  increasing  its  productiveness  and  re- 
pairing the  neglect  caused  by  the  absence 
during  the  war  of  its  owner  and  his  sons, 
At  the  age  of  21,  being  disappointed  in 
earlier  hopes  of  a  collcire  education,  he 
entered  on  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother  at  By  field  and  later  wltn  Dr. 
Manning  of  Ipswich. 

Ho  began  his  career  as  a  physician  In 
Topsfield  in  1783,  taking  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Dexter,  who  owned  and  occupied  the 


was    known  as 
many    matters 


farm  afterward  owned  by  Dr.  Tread  well 
and  now  held  l)y  the  Essex  Agricultural 
Society.  An  ancient  record  says  that  at 
the  auction  of  Dr.  Dexter's  personal 
property  his  medical  library  was  pur- 
chased entire  by  D-.  Cleaveland;  said  li- 
brary consisting  of  two  hooks. 

Soon  after  settling  in  Topsfield  his 
practice  extended  to  the  surrounding 
towns,  and  his  reputation  as  a  consulting 
physician  was  established  among  other 
doctors  as  well  as  the  people.  In  prac- 
tice he  is  described  as  cautious  and  care- 
ful. He  never  undertook  difficult  surgi- 
cal operations,  but  had  a  keen  insight,  a 
good  memory,  with  the  kind  heart  that 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
families  among  whom  he 
an  adviser  and  guide  in 
outside  medical  practice. 

He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
tliat  capacity  exerted  a  wide  influence  to 
promote  good  feeling  aniong  the  people. 
An  old  man  who  remembered  Dr.  Cleave- 
land, told  me  tliat  two  boys  detected  in 
petty  thieving  were  brought  before  him 
for  trial.  The  Dr.,  who  was  a  man  of 
great  dignity  of  manner  and  never  famil- 
iar and  easy  even  with  friends,  talked  to 
the  boys  in  a  solemn  way  of  the  wicked- 
ness of  their  conduct,  and  then  saying, 
"I  will  read  the  law  to  you,"  took  the  old 
family  Bible  and  read  in  an  Impressive 
manner  the  commandments  and  part  of  a 
chapter  In  Leviticus-  then  turning  to  the 
trembling  boys  he  said,  "1  will  Jet  you  go 
this  time,  but  if  you  do  anything  wrong- 
again,  beware—"  The  boys  thua  warned, 
reformed  and  justllled  the  Doctor's  faith 
in  the  old  law. 

In  1811    he    was    chosen    to   the    state 


36 


seoale,  and  thoush  defeated,  the  uext 
year  he  was  re-elected  in  1815,  retaining 
the  position  till  1819,  when  he  refused  to 
be  longer  a  candidate.  During:  his  con- 
nection with  the  senate  the  historian  tells 
lis  "His  good  judgment,  sound  sense  and 
solid  worth  were  neither  unappreciated 
nor  un acknowledged," 

In  1814  lie  was  nuide  n  Session  Justice 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
From  1820  to  1822  lie  wa^  As><oclate  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  Essex 
County.  In  1823  he  was  appointed  Chief 
.Tu-^tice.  This  stutlon,  the  duties  of 
which  he  dlscharsied  with  ability  and 
firmness,  he  retained  till  1828,  when  he 
retired  froco  all  public  business,  and  for 
9  years  lived  quietly  at  home,  dying  Feb. 
26,  1837.  In  1828  he  received  from  Har 
vard  University  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Cleavelaud  was  nursed  in  the  Puri- 
tan strictness  ot  earlier  times.  His  char- 
acter, early  for»ned  and  invigotated  unrier 
the  pressure  of  hiidship  and  tstern  neces 
.Nity  amid  ihe  thrilling  scenes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, exhibi'ed  in  his  maturer  years 
the  strength  and  tlnnne^s  which  mii;ht 
be  expected  from  such  training.  There 
was  no  efleininacy  a-^out  him.  lie  regu- 
lated his  life  with  Ihe  closest  regard  to 
principle.  If  his  .•^trlctno-s  sometimes 
bordered  ou  severity,  Ids  severity  was  of 
the  whole.some  kind  VVitn  all  this  his 
natural-  sensil)ilitie,s  were  quick  and 
tender.^ 

In  public  alfairs  and  political  questions 
ho  looic  from  his  first  entry  into  public 
life  a  Uvely  intere.st.  Of  his  political 
opinions  his  futurity  will  never  feel 
ashametj.for  they  can  ^ay  they  were  those 
of  Hamilton,  Jay  and  Washington.  As  a 
physician  ho  was  much  esieemtd  l)y  per 
»<niti  who  had  opponunlty  to  learn  his 
worth.  He  made,  indeed,  no  pretensions 
to  extensive  medical  lore — he  attemi>te(l 
na  difficult  surgical  operations.  But  he 
had  what  all  the  .schools  of  medicine  of 
themselves  cannot  supply,  an  observing 
mlud,  a  retentive  memory,  a  good  judg- 
ment an(l  a  high  sense  of  responsibllitv. 
Nor  did  lie,  like  too  many  country  i)i»ysl- 
duns,  neglect  the  reading  of  medical 
books  and  journals.  Ills  practice  was 
always   prudent   and    cautious,    qualities 


which  young  and  ardent  physicians  are 
not  apt  sufficiently  to  admire,  lie  was 
punctual  in  attending  calls,  and  kind  and 
cheerful  in  the  sick  room.  He  possessed 
in  a  hii.'h  degree  the  (pialities  which  en- 
sure to  a  physician  tiie  conlldence  and  at- 
tachment of  his  patients.  Hut  the  country 
doctor  finds  many  opportunities  and  culls 
to  do  good,  for  which  the  faculty,  as 
such,  give  no  prescriptions.  Happy  he 
who  has  the  power  and  disposition  to 
meet  such  calls. 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Lucy 
Manning  of  Ipswich  She  died  four  years 
afterward,  without  children.  His  second 
wife  was  the  datigiiter  of  Dr.  Elisha  Lord 
of  Connecticut,  A  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren grew  up  around  them. 

After  his  retirement  from  public  life  he 
was  well  and  usefully  employed  for  the 
good  of  the  church  and  community.  The 
greate-t  service  he  rendered  this  town 
was  the  founding;  of  the  Academy.  He 
Is  re(nembered  by  a  few  of  ihe  older  peo- 
ple in  Topsrteld  as  one  of  the  only  three 
persons  in  town  who  took  a  newspaper, 
which  in  the  Doctor's  case  was  lent 
about  the  neiij;hborhood  until  it  came  to 
pieces 

A  vote  of  the  Topsfleld  "church  to  the 
eiVect  "that  the  pastor  shall  be  authorized 
to  associate  Dr.  Cleavelaud  with  himself 
in  the  examination  of  persons  for  tije  ad- 
mission to  the  church  in  such  cases  as  he 
may  be  in  doubt  about  him-elf."  well  ex- 
presses the  confidence  the  good  people  of 
that  day  felt  In  him.  There  Is  a  tradition 
that  one  Sunday  a  stranger  occupied  the 
pulpit  by  exchange  with  the  pastor.  As 
thd  congregation  were  comin<:  out  uc  tlie 
close  of  (he  service,  a  jiood  woman  was 
asked  ''How  did  you  like  the  minister?" 
''I  don't  know  yet,"  she  said,  "1  must 
ask  Dr.  (Cleavelaud  and  then  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  think." 

Anotiier  stoiy  iioin;:  to  show  that  when 
the  Doctor  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do  a 
thing  in  a  certain  way,  he  was  not  easily 
turned  from  it,  as  follows:  A  small 
school  was  kept  in  a  room  of  his  hou.'-e 
for  the  education  of  his  daughters  and  a 
few  other  ulrls  in  the  ncigliborliood.  It 
was  taimht  by  a  womtm,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  term  an  exandnation  was  held, 
open  to  the  public.    Tlie  Doct«»r  arranged 
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Ihe  furniture  for  the  occasion  and  put  the 
seats  for  his  dauuhters  in  front  of  the 
rest,  mucli  to  tlieir  annoyance.  ''O  fath- 
er," thev  said,  "we  do  not  want  to  sit 
there  with  nothing  in  front  of  us."  "Go 
put  your  aprons  on  and  have  somethins; 
hi  front  of  you,  if  you  wish,"  was  the 
reply. 

Dr.  Cleaveland  tniined  his  children  to 
be  very  self  reliant.  An  illustraiion  of 
this  is  as  follows:  Late  one  evening  a 
stranger  came  to  his  hou^*e  and 
usljed  to  be  carried  to  Ipswich.  Tlie 
Doctor  was  willing  to  (lt>  so,  but  instead 
of  iiujng  h'inself  he  called  his  eii;ht  years 
old  son,  William,  who  had  gone  to  bed, 
to  iiet  up  and  take  the  sirant^er  to  Ips- 
wich. The  little  fellow  did  so,  and  ar- 
rived home  after  a  lon^i,  lonely  ride  a 
little  after  midnitiht. 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal of  June  1839  says  of  Dr.  Cleaveland, 
•'During  Uie  llfty  years  of  his  practice  in 
Topslield,  few  days,  probably,  passed 
when  ills  opinion  or  assistance  was  not 
eouiiht  In  some  matter  aside  from  his 
profession.  There  are  few  occurrences 
or  questions  incident  to  common  life  in 
reaard  to  which  lie  liad  not  formed  an 
opinion  or  could  not  give  judicious  ad- 
vice." 

Indeed  the  mere  fact  tluit  through  ho 
Uni'i  a  series  of  years,  confidence  con- 
tinued undiminished,  the  oracle  beini; 
cou'^ulted  to  the  very  last,  proves  that 
the  responses  had  not  been  found  unsafe 
or  rallucioux.  The  happy  influence's  of  so 
lonu'  a  coivr.sc  of  benetlcent  action  are  not 
to  be  estimated.  How  many  quarrels 
have  been  arrested,  how  many  lawsuits 
prevented,  how  much  needless  expense 
and  traib  e  saved,  in  a  thousand  instanc- 
es by  the  timely  and  unfeed  advice  of  a 
Juillclous  and  pmice-maiilng  neighbor." 

Dr.  Cleaveland    was   president   of  the 
Eastern  Stage  company  in  179(5.     He  was 
chairman  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  com 
pany.  In  180G  he  bought  an  interest  in  it. 

The  study  of  a  life  like  that  of  Dr. 
Cleaveland  brings  to  mind  the  question 
Horaetlmes  raised,  "Were  the  prominent 
uion  of  former  days  the  sii|)erIorH  of  all 
men  today?"  There  is  much  to  be  said 
on  cHch  side  of  the  argument. 

It  is  at  on('<i  (!vldent  that  no  man  today 


holds  the  relative  position  in  Topsfleld 
that  Dr.  Cleaveland  filled.  Wo  are  all 
aware  that  the  niinlster  in  any  parish  is 
not  now  looked  up  to  as  was  the  case  a 
hundred  years  ago.  In  town  affairs  a 
greater  equality  of  influence  prevails  to- 
day tlian  a  generation  since. 

What,  then,  do  these  things  prove? 
That  there  were  giants  in  the  earth  in 
tho.*,e  days?  Yea,  verily.  But  has  not  the 
stature  of  the  average  man  considerably 
increased  mentally  in  two  generations? 
Is  there  no  sij/nillcence  in  the  fact  that  in 
Dr.  Cleaveland's  day  only  three  papers 
were  taken  in  Topstield?  And  that  his  pre- 
decessor was  able  with  only  two  books 
to  solve  all  the  intricate  medical  prob- 
lems of  his  day?  While  with  us  every 
family  ha.s  a  treatise  on  medical  practice, 
besides  the  abundant  literature  sown 
broadcasv,  on  matters  of  health  and  sani- 
tary science  by  the  prominent  magazines 
and  papers.  Even  the  cliildren  in  our 
common  schools  are  instructed  in  physi- 
ology, while  Illuh  school  pupils  are 
taught  concerning  germ-^,  microbes  and 
bacteria,  to  say  notliing  of  tlie  thousands 
of  lives  annually  saved  by  Hood's  Sarsa- 
parilla,  Green's  Nervura  and  all  tlie  rest 
who  uphold  tlie  health  of  the  people  at 
large.  Kven  if  it  Is  true  that  in  by  far 
tlie  larger  number  of  cases  tliey  save  life, 
as  tlie  sniill  boy  said  a  pin  saved  the  life 
of  a  man,  and  when  pressed  for  particu- 
lars, replied  hy  his  jiot  swallowing  it, 
yet  ns  every  one  read-*  not  only  the  locaj 
paper,  but  much  on  every  subject  of 
common  interest,  the  efl'ect  must  appear 
not  only  in  greater  general  intelligence, 
but  also  in  diminishing  the  distance  be- 
tween one  man  and  another. 

Many  of  us  have  noticed  a  single  pine 
tree  standing  amid  a  growth  of  oak  and 
maple.  How  It  lilts  itself  above  them! 
From  what  a  distance  it  can  be  seen, 
sometimes  a  landmark  for  miles  around. 
Yet,  the  lieii>ht  of  the  tree  is  relative 
only.  Measure  it,  and  in  a  forest  of 
pines  many  will  equal  it.  So  Is  it  with 
men.  Were  the  great  men  of  the  past 
placed  among  us  today,  tliey  would  not 
be  HO  prominent  as  In  their  own  day.  The 
averane  Is  rising  in  wisdom,  In  under- 
standing, and  let  us  hope  in  character 
also. 


3$ 


We  can  Hoelieve  that  the  present  tirae 
and  not  uny  past  century  is  the  Golden 
age.  What,  then,  is  the  lesson  which  we 
shall  learn  fVom  the  life  of  him  of  whom  I 
have  spoken  to  you  tonight?  This;  he 
was  endeared  to  his  neighbors  by  Kindly 
service,  and  is  held  in  lasting  remem- 
brance for  his  good  deeds  and  peaceful 
influence. 

For  such  efforts  all  time  and  •  11  places 
afford  abundant  opportunity.  Let  us  re- 
member, when  medical  skill  is  forgotten 
and  recollection  of  legislative  service  has 
passed  away,  personal  character  and  pur- 


ity of  life   will   remain.     Hark!    then, 
this  parting  message — 

"Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 

irthou  the  truth  would  teach; 
It  needs  the  influence  of  heart, 

To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 
Think  truly,  and  thy  thought 

Shall  the  world's  famous  feed; 
Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  them, 

Shall  be  a  fruitful  s.^ed  ; 
Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 

A  great  and  noble  creed." 
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Francis  Peabody's  Grist  Mill. 


By  John  II.  Towne, 


In  yiiVini;  a  history  of  the  Peabocly 
Mlll^  of  Topstleld,  perhaps  it  would  not 
by  out  o^  phice  at  tliis  time  to  jjjlve  a 
short  history  of  ihe  man  wlio  cooceivecl 
lli«  idj'a  of  haviuti  them  huilt. 

By  \.h^  records,  Lieut.  Francis  Peabody 
wiiH  born  in  a  smull  parish  called  St. 
Albanv^,  Hertford  County,  England,  in 
ibeyenr  1614.  In  1635,  ai  tlie  early  a;;e 
of  tWH(ity-one  yearw,  liaving  received  a 
certiUcate  of  good  cliaracter  from  the 
minister  of  his  parisli  and  been 
t  examined  for  emigration  on  April  6, 
1636,  he  left  his  native  country  in  the 
Hhip  Planter,  for  the  shores  of  New 
Kn<,'land. 

After  his  arrival  in  this  country  it  is 
tho.ii;ilit  by  som^  that  he  lived  a  short 
time  in  what  is  now  called  the  city  of 
Lynn.  In  the  following  year  1636, by  the 
records,  he  was  living  in  Ipswich,  iu 
that  part  called  Caudlewood,  where  he 
continued  to  live  until  1639.  •  He  then 
left  Ipswich  and  moved  to  what  is  now 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  which  he  made  his 
I  pittch  (tf  residence  for  eighteen  years. 
I  During  his  stay  there  he  was  active  and 
i  useful,  serving  the  town  for  several 
I  years  as  one  of  ii-A  "Selected  Men,"  so 
I    called. 

I  He  sold  his  house  and  land,  situated 
I?  near  where  the  Baptist  church  now 
;,  wrands  in  Hampton,  to  Robert  Drake  of 
Exeter,  for  £76-13  S.  and  in  1657  he 
moved  to  Top^deld,  Mass.,  where  he 
also  continued  to  make  hlmstflf  useful. 
Probably  at  that  time  he  wns  the  best  ex- 
perienced man  in  town  affairs  there  was 
111  the  place,  and  the  Topsfleld  common- 
ers were  not  slow  in  fluding  It  out.  A 
few  months  after  his  arrival  here  he 
was  chosen  to  serve  both  as  Selectman 
and  Town  Clerk,  which  oUlces  he  held 
for  a  great  many  years,  as  our  records 
hhow. 

At  a  IttWful  town  nieetlny;  of  the  town 
of  Topslleld  on  the  4th  of  March,  1664, 
the  town,  by  vote,  gave  "liberty  to 
Lleiit.  Francis  Peabody  to  set  up  a   grist 


mill  and  to  How  so  much  of  the  town's 
common  as  is  needful  lor  a  mill  so  long 
as  the  mill  does  stand  and  grind  for  the 
town." 

Therefore  having  liberty  from  the 
town  by  vote  of  its  inhabitants,  the 
grist-mill  was  built  by  Lieut.  Peabody 
Lhe  following  year,  according  to  a  paper 
in  my  possession  dated  1666,  which  says — 

"Peabodv's  mill  is  a  mill  established 
by  grant  of  ye  Town  In  1665,  on  a  main 
from  Pye  Brook  and  Baker's  Pond."  In 
proof  whereof  we  have  Irom  the  town 
records — 

"At  a  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  the  19th 
of  March  1666— 

Thomas  peikius,  ttrancis  peabody  and 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  to  Vew  and 
agree  with  Daniell  Borman  for  a  hie  way 
between  William  Averlell  house  and  the 
mill  threw  his  uri;und  as  they  shall  see 
most  Convenyaut.  -  -  -  -  Voted." 
Thus  it  is  shown  conclusively  that  the 
mill  was  in  existence  In  March,  1666. 

Who  can  estimate  the  joy  of  the  in- 
habitants at  that  early  period  of  having 
a  grist  mill  to  accommodate  them  in  the 
grindini;  of  their  rye  and  corn!  It 
marked  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
Topstleld  comm(»ners. 

The  mill  whs  bulit  on  what  was  then 
called  Pye  Brook,  running  from  what  is 
now  Lowe's  Pood  In  Boxford  and  also 
from  Baker's,  afterwards  Pritchard's, 
but  what  is  now  called  Hood's  Pond  in 
Topsllcld.  This  was  tlu;  main  stream, 
there  being  a  lateral  branch  about  a  half 
mile  above  the  mill  running  to  Howlett's 
brook  in  the  north  east  pan  of  the  town 
and  concerning  which,  later  on,  there 
was  great  contention. 

At  a  lawful  town  meeting  the  7th  of 
March,  1671,  it  was  voted— "That  the 
town  Is  willing  that  Lieut.  Peabody 
shall  set  up  a  saw  mill  provided  It  does 
not  do  damage  to  any  of  the  townsmen 
in  their  meadows."  The  saw  mill  was 
built  in  1672. 

So  far  as  I   am    able   to  learn,   every. 
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thing  pertaluing  to  these  mills  weot 
along  smoothly  until  the  year  1691.  At 
this  date,  the  businsys  increasing  on 
account  of  the  growth  of  the  surround- 
ing district,  there  was  not  sufficient  head 
of  water  duiiug  a  part  of  the  year  to  run 
the  mills,  the  fall  of  water  being  slight 
between  the  lateral  branch  and  the  mills. 

When  the  milj  pond  was  half  full,  the 
water  would  be*"pressed  back  and  turned 
down  the  lateral  branch,  there  beiuiz 
quite  a  fall  that  way.  As  there  was  no 
mill  at  this  time  on  Howlett's  Brook, 
Mr.  Feabodv  was  granted  the  privilege 
of  building  a  dam  across  this  branch  a 
few  rods  below  its  parting  from  the  main 
stream,  provitiiriix  he  pay  satisfactory 
damages  to  the  adjoining  owners  by  rea- 
son of  his  flowing  iheir  meadows^. 

The  records  speak  of  damages  being 
received  the  following  year  by  Thomas 
Dorman  and  sons,  who  had  in  1690 
erected  a  house  within  a  tew  rods  of  the 
parting  of  this  brook. 

By  the  way,  this  house  was  occupied 
for  several  years  durinir  the  latter  part 
of  the  18th  century  by  Asahel  Stniih, 
and  here  was  born  on  July  12,  1771  his 
son  Joseph,  who  vvasihe  father  of  the 
celebrated  Joseph  Smith,  the  nott^d 
founder  of  Mormonism  in  this  country. 
The  house,  185  y^ar^  old,  was  torn  down 
by  Frank  C  Frame  In  1875  and  another 
built  on  the  same  .spot. 

The  amount  said  Dorman  was  to 
receive  for  damages  ou  account  of  the 
dam  being  built  was  left  by  agreement 
to  referees  to  decide,  as  follows — 

*'We  whose  names  aie  underneath  on 
Being  chosen  By  n:r  Frinci.s  Paiiody  and 
Thomas  Dorman  siiir  and  his  hoiis 
ThoinuB  Dorman  jiinr  and  Jesse  Dorman 
to  value  wliat  Damage  the  said  Dormans 
shall  Receive  the  Pres^mt  years  B^':iining 
the  9th  day  of  February  1692:  and  Euil- 
ing  the  9th  of  February  1700  :  By  lieason 
of  the  said  mr  Pabodys  flowini;  the 
Water  by  a  dam  for  his  Corno  mill. 

We  say  that  according  to  the  Best  of 
our  judments  the  Hald  Dormans  are 
Damnllled  twenty  shilins  in  their  Giyiss 
and  for  stoplng  tlieir  out  Lett  to  the 
Comon,  and  ten  sli\lins  for  want  of 
convenlant  vyatering  of  their  Oattle,  as 
WlttncHH   our   hands    at   Toplslleld   July 


the  5th  1692. 

Jonathan  Putnam 
Joseph  Byxba" 

There  was  probably  water  power 
enough  at  the  mills  after  the  building  of 
the  dum  as  there  are  no  papers  showing 
the  want  of  it  for  more  than  fifty  years 
afterwards. 

During  the  year  1698,  after  faithfully 
serving  his  day  and  generation,  Lieut. 
Francis  Peabody,  the  ancestor,  passed 
away  full  of  years  and  honors.  By  Ida 
will,  dated  Jan,  20,  1695,  he  gives  his 
son,  L^aac  Peabociy,  the  mills  and  mill- 
yard,  the  dwellin;*  house  by  the  mill  and 
other  property  besides. 

As  Isaac  Peabortv  owned  the,  mills  in 
Feb.  1700,  when  the  old  ayreement  made 
by  Lieut.  Peabody  with  Thomas  Dorman 
ou  the  flowage  of  land  would  expire,  it 
became  necessary  for  hiin  to  make  fur- 
ther arrangements  concerning  it,  which 
read  as  follows — 

"This  agreement  made  this  6th  day  of 
February  1700  Between  Sargt  Thomas 
Dorman  on  tlie  one  Part  and  Isaac 
Peabody  on  the  other  part  witnesselh, 
that  for  future  Love  &  Amity  betvveen 
them,  the  said  Isaac  Peabody  snail  pay 
or  cause  tp  be  paid  to  the  said  Dorman 
thirty  shillings  a  year  in  money  ten 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  provided  he 
keeps  his  mill  Dam  up,  which  said  thirty 
shillings  is  in  full  for  all  Damages  said 
Dorman  sustains  by  said  Peabodys  mill 
Dam,  and  further  it  is  agreed  upon  that 
the  said  Peabody  shall  have  free  liberty 
to  ralfe  the  water  from  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  first  cf  April  yearly  as 
hiiih  as  lie  needs  for  the  use  of  the  mill, 
which  Is  to  be  done  by  a  Slulso  or  Dam 
that  now  .Ntaiids  by  the  Bi'ldy:e  by  said 
Dorman's  N<*w  House  which  Is  on  the 
brook  that  ruits  through  said  Dorman's 
meadow.  And  further  it  is  agreed  on 
that  when  Mr.  Biker  and  said  Dorman 
do  send  word  to  said  Peabody  together 
to  lower  the  water  for  them  that  they 
may  mow  ihu  inondow  that  Is  cotnmouly 
(lowed  by  tlie  mill  Dam  the  .said  Peabody 
is  to  lower  the  water  such  time  as  they 
mav  conveniently  take  oil  the  Hay  of 
said  meadow,  for  the  true  performance 
of  the  above  uy;reein''nt  we  the  aforesaid 
Sargt  Dorman  &,  Isauc  Peabody    do    bind 
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ourselves  our  Heirs  Executors  Adm's 
and  Assigns  each  to  other  fully  and  Irei-iy 
to  f'llflll  the  sain^^  as  witness  our  hands 
&  seals  this  6th  day  of  February  1700. 

Thomas  l)i)nnan. 
A  Isaac  Teabody." 

In    1710,     arrausetnents     were     again 
ninde    between     Thomas     Dorman     and 
Isaac   Peabody   by    which   said   Peabody 
[was  to  pay  s;iid  Dorman  twenty  shillings 
H  year  lor  dauiaiies. 

On  the  27ih  of  December,  1715,  Capt. 
Tliomiin  Biker  applied  to  the  courts  at 
Sult-m  to  have  dama^ies  allowed  him  by 
reason  ot  having-  hi.-s  meadows  Aowed  on 
account  of  the  dam,  but  it  was  not  at 
ihHl  time  allowed. 

The  mills  were  run  with  more  or  less 
MiicceSH  until  1726,  when  Mr.  Isaac 
Peabody  died.  By  his  will,  dated  Oct.  1, 
nZiJ,  he  gave  his  son,  Joseph  Peabody, 
as  follows — 

'*I  give  unto  my  son,  Joseph  Peabody, 
my  Grist  and  Saw  Mills  with  all  irons, 
wheels,  stones,  prohts,  privileges  and 
appurtenances  to  said  mills  belonging, 
ttlsu  the  Dwelling  House  and  barn 
(tlttoding  near  the  Gristmill,  the  mill- 
yard.  &c,  &c." 

The  next  year,  1727,  .Mr.  Baker  still 
demanding  damages  for  Injury  done  to 
his  .'neadowH,  arranjierncnts  were  niatle 
between  hini  and  Mr.  Joseph  Peab<»dy 
by  which  he  was  to  receive  eigbteeri 
shillings  a  year.  This  sum  was  paid 
yearly  to  the  Baker  family  for  more  than 
Huventy  years. 

Up  to  1736  ihe  Peabodv  grist-ralll  was 
the  only  one  in  town,  but  during  this 
year,  Thomas  Hovvlett  built  one  in  the 
north-easieru  part  of  the  town  on 
Howlett's  Brook,  and  three  years  after. 
In  17ii9  he  also  bulit  a  sawmill. 

Mr  Peabody  coniiuued  to  run  his  mill, 
paying  damages  to  Mr.  Dorman  and  his 
Huccessors  in  ownership,  also  to  the 
Baker  family  yearly  until  his  death. 
Which  occured  Juim  7,  1755.  By  his 
will,  dated  Nov,  12,  1753,  he  gave  all 
his  real  estate  to  his  ordy  son,  Jacob 
Peabody,  with  some  conditions. 

Jacob  Peabody's  ownership  of  the 
mills  extended  over  a  period  of  flfty-oue 
years  and  it  was  during  this  time  that 
there  was  so  much  litigation  and  trouble 


between  tlie  owneis  of  the  Peabody  and 
Howleti's,  afterwards  Hood's  and  then 
Hobb's  mills. 

In  the  summer  of  1760,  the  old  "original 
grist-mill  l)uilt  by  Lieut.  Peabody  was 
torn  down  and  a  new  one  built  on  the 
same  spot,  David  Nelson  being  the 
builder.  The  millstones  and  some  other 
things  were  put  back  into  the    new    mill. 

Mr.  Nelson's  bill  reads  as  follows — 

Topslleld,  Dec.  20,  1760. 

Received  of  Jacob  Peabody  ye  sum  of 
Fif'iyfour  Pounds  Lawful  money  In  full 
sails/acLloji  for  pulling  down  an  old  and 
building  a  new  Grist-mill  for  said  Pea- 
body. Received,  I  say,  by  me.  David 
Nelson. 

In  1765  the  old  saw-mill  was  torn 
down  and  a  new  one.  built  to  take  its 
place. 

At  this  date,  1765,  both  of  the  mills 
being  new,  with  plenty  of  water  to  run 
them,  evHryihiiig  seemed  ic  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  so  continued  for  several 
years.  Then  ihere  ir>e:;an  to  be  a  lack 
of  water  power  on  account  of  the  neglect 
to  keep  the  dam  across  the  lateral  , 
branch  in  good  condition.  In  1787, 
there  was  nothing  left  of  the  former 
dam  but  one  stick  oi  timber  lying  across 
the  b(d  of  said  stream  called  a  mud-sill. 

In  Sef)tember  of  this  year,  supposing 
he  had  a  ri^ht  "In  conformity  with  the 
grant  of  the  town  to  Lieut.  Peabody  to 
build  the  dam.'"  Jacob  P^-aoody  to  some 
extent  restored  the  dam.  To  this,  Mr. 
llobbs,  the  owner  of  the  Howlett  mill, 
made  objection  and  proceeded  to  tear  It 
down.  The  story  Is  best  told  by  the 
memorandum  kept  by  A^hel  Smith,  who 
was  living  for  the  second  time  in  the  old 
Dorman  iiouse,  and  which  reads  as 
follows  — 

"September  the  2'Uh  1787  mr  Jacob 
peat»ody  Stopt  the  water  at  the  mud  sill 
the  first  tin)e — the  25th  mr  Benjn  Hobbs 
-•leared  It  as  he  told  me— the  26th  mr 
peabody  Stofjt  It  again  as  mv  two  sons 
Sainl  &  Asael  told  me — tlie  27th  of  said 
month  mr  hobbs  come  &  took  the  stop- 
age  out  inyself  &  two  sous  Jesse  & 
Joseph  Being  present  and  he  told  us  he 
would  take  out  as  fast  as  peabody  put 
In — mr  peabody  jurn  Came  the  same  Day 
and  Began  to  Stop  It   again   and  1    went 
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Down  and  forbid  him  iiseing  aney  of  rny 
property  lo  Stop  said  Brooli  or  comiujj 
uney  more  there  with  that  Desiirn  — 
October  the  12th  mr  Jacob  peabody  junr 
vMtopl  the  Brook  a^aiu  the  same  Day  mr 
Beuj  hobbH  cleared  it — November  the  3d 
mr  peabody  &  won  &  mr  Sam!  Browu 
come  &  filled  up  llie  mouth  of  Hoblises 
Stream  at  the  Crotch  of  said  Brook  with 
Larue  Stoues  on  Eacli  Side  to  tlie  Wedth 
of  2  feet  &  5  inches  and  Raised  the 
Bottom  of  said  Brook  about  5  Inches 
from  its  usoual  D^-bih  with  flat  Stones — 
November  5th  messrs  Abraham  Beujn  & 
David  hobbs  &  mr  John  Perkins  junr 
came  with  5  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  Druiiu 
to  clear  out  the  Stones  again — I  forbid 
them  cominj^  on  to  my  land  — BiMijn 
hobbs  Come  to  my  house  and  Desired 
me  to  go  wlr,h  my  two  oldest  sons  with 
him  and  measure  the  Debth  of  water 
that  Ran  over  the  mud  sill  and  Likewise 
the  Debth  of  the  Brook  at  tlu  Crotch 
which  I  Did  and  we  found  the  water 
that  R;»o  over  the  mud  sill  2|  Inches 
Deepe  and  at  the  Crotch  of  said  Brook  in 
hobbs  Stream  U  was  Eleven  Inches 
Deepe  and  further  saith  not 

A  Short  memorandum 

Asahel  Smith" 

Early  in  the  year  1788.  Jacob  Peabody 
coramet)ced  an  action  of  trespass 
against  Abraham  Hobbs  for  his  di^giuir 
out  the  brook  ami  pulling'  down  the 
dam,  which  was  (Irsi  erected  in  1692  and 
most  of  the  time  maintained.  "The 
.suit  wiis  llrst  brouuhi  before  what  was 
then  called  the  'ConlVsslon  Act.'  Mr. 
Hobbs  appiiared  and  difepnled  tho 
demand."  ^ 

,  Mr.  Peabody  had  his  case  entered  at 
the  next  court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Essex  County. 

I  have  the  depositions  of  ten  aged 
persons  who  testilletl  as  to  the  condition 
of  Pye  Brook  and  Us  lateral  branch  at 
tho  parting  thereof,  and  also  to  tho  fact 
of  the  existence  ol  a  dam  across  said 
branch  as  they  remembered  it  lUiy  years 
bert)re,  or  between  the  years  1720  and 
1740.  These  depositions  were  signed 
and  sworn  to  before  Dr.  Nohemluh 
Cleavelund,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Tho  names  of  these  persons  are  as 
follows:  Caleb   Fosirr   and    Mrs.     Mary 


Potter  of  Ipswich;  John  Smith  of  Box- 
ford,  who  lived  with  Jesse  Dorman,  aoo 
of  Thomas,  in  1723,  when  16  years  of 
age;  Mrs.  Hannah  Chaplain  of  Rowley, 
who  lived  with  William  Rogers  in  1734 
in  said  Dorman  house;  John  Perkins  of 
TopsHeld,  who  lived  with  said  Rogers  in 
173G;  John  AverlM  of  Westminster,  Vt., 
who  lived  with  Mr.  Roj^ers  in  1738; 
Nathaniel  Hood  of  Topsfleld,  probable 
owner  of  the  Ilowlett  Mills  /rom  1746  to 
1748;  also  John  Bradstreet,  SimoQ 
Gould  and  Thomas  Baker,  all  of 
Topsfleld. 

According  to  thf  testimony  of  these 
witnesses,  the  darn  was  built  between 
two  small  hills  about  two  rods  above  a 
bridge  over  the  brook  in  the  following 
manner. 

•'A  stick  of  timber  was  laid  across  the 
bottom  of  the  brook  and  two  studs  set 
up,  one  on  each  end,  and  tenanted  into 
this  stick  of  timber  or  mud-sill,  so 
acUed,  and  a  cap-piece  mortised  on  the 
top  of  these  studs." 

The  case  was  tried  in  two  courts  and 
exceptions  tiled  thereon.  Mr.  Peabody 
then  decided  to  carri'  it  to  the  Supreme 
court.  Before  the  silting  of  this  court, 
however,  the  owners  of  ihe>e  two  mills, 
probably  finding  that  the  lawyeis  were 
getting  more  out  of  It  than  they  were 
from  their  mills,  consulted  together  and 
decided  to  submit  the  case  to  the  deter- 
minaiion  of  refeiees.  Tljese  referees, 
Nathaniel  Lovejoy  Esq.,  Mr.  Moody 
Bridges  and  Captain  Peter  Osgood, 
viewed  the  premises  and  decided  as 
follows  : — 

"At  th(!  beginning  of  that  branch  of 
said  Pve  Brook  which  luns  to  said 
Peibody's  mill,  at  the  parting  of  said 
brook,  suitable  stones  shall  be  laid  11 
lime  mortar  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
conllne  the  channel  of  said  branch  within 
the  compass  pf  live  feet,  and  this  shall 
()e  dont!  by  the  said  Peabody,  his  heirs 
and  assiiius,  at  his  and  llieir  expense 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  this 
rei)ort. 

And   at   the   beiiinuing   of    the     other 
branch  of  said  brook    which   flows    from 
Pye  Brook  through  Ilowlett's    Brook   so  , 
called,    being    a     brar)ch     of    said     I*yo 
Brook    to   the    said     Hot)b's     urisi-mill, 
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saitable  stonies  shall  in  like  manner  be 
laid  in  lime  mortar  so  as  to  conflDe  the 
Ji^chaonel  of  said  branch  within  the 
compass  of  three  feet,  and  this  shall  be 
done  by  the  said  Hobbs,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  at  his  and  their  expense  within 
|.  one  year  from  the  date  of  this  report. 
V  And  we  do  further  report  that  each 
aud  both  of  the  said  parties,  their 
respective  heirs  and  assigns,  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  remove  any  obstruc- 
tions that  may  be  in  their  respective 
branches  of  said  brook  at  any  place 
[;  therein,  saving,  that  the  said  Hobbs, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  not  at  auy 
time  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed  a 
certain  mud-sill,  lying  In  and  across  the 
branch  of  said  brook  running  to  the 
said  Hobb's  grist-mill,  about  two  rods 
above  a  bridge  over  the  brook  on  the 
road  facing  by  Asahel  Smith's  dwelling 
house  and  where  a  dam  was  formerly 
made,  and  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  forever  keep  and  maintain  a  sill  or 
bar  In  that  place  In  the  same  situation 
It  now  is,  never  to  be  sunk  lower,  nor 
shall  he  or  they  make  any  alteration  In 
the  bed  or  bottom  of  said  brook  by 
digging  or  lowering  it  from  Its  present 
atate  from  the  parting  of  said  brook  to 
the  aforesaid  mud-Hill. 

Neither  shall  the  said  Pcabody,  nor 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  make  any  altera- 
tion In  the  bed  or  bottom  of  that  branch 
of  said  brook,  running  to  his  said  mill, 
within  five  rods  of  the  said  parting  of 
buld  brook.  Given  under  our  hands  this 
thirtieth  day  of  December  In  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
eighty  eight. 

Nathaniel  Lovejoy  ^ 

Moody  Bridges  >  Referee«. 
Peter  Osgood  ) 
Accepted  by  the  Court  Apr.  1789. 

Although  more  than  a  century  has 
passed  since  this  occured  yet  it  remains 
the  same  today. 

It  is  a  somewhat  singular  fact  that 
after  all  the  contention  and  strife 
between  the  owners  of  these  mills,  the 
\  proprietor  of  the  Elobb's  mill  today, 
Mr.  Wellington  Donaldson,  Is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Francis  Feabody,  the 
ancestor. 

In  1801,  Joseph  and  Joliii    Hatcholder, 


owners  of  the  Captain  Thomas  Baker 
farm  ut  this  date,  brought  suit  agalost 
Jacob  Peabody  for  the  flowing  of  their 
meadows.  The  case  was  tried  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  November,  1801,  at 
the  Supreme  judicial  court  holden  at 
Salem  and  they  were  awarded  $10.00  by 
the  court  for  past  damages,  also  said 
Peabody  and  his  successors  in  owner- 
ship of  the  mills  were  lo  pay  three  dollars 
per  year  for  damages  in  the  future. 
This  amount  was  paid  every  year  until 
1870,  when  it  was  stopped. 

Jacob  Peabody  died  Nov.  26,  1806  and 
by  his  will  dated  Feb.  16,  1804,  he  gave 
the  mills  with  other  property  to  his  two 
SODS,  Jacob  and  John  P.  Peabody,  In 
equal  shares.  These  two  brothers 
continued  to  run  the  mills  up  to  the 
summer  of  1824. 

The  grist  mill  at  this  time  being  very 
much  out  of  repair,  needing  a  new  water- 
wheel,  a  set  of  raiU  stones,  a  new  flume 
and  sevLM'al  other  things,  it  was  thought 
best  to  tear  it  down  and  build  anew. 
This  was  done  in  Au^usl  and  the  new 
one,  built  on  the  same  spot,  was  raised 
on  Sept.  25,  1824.  The  work  was  done 
by  Ezra  Dodge  and  others  from  Beverly. 

John  P.  Peabody  took  one  hail  of  the 
old  original  mlil-stoue  for  a  door  step, 
In  which  capacity  It  has  served  to  the 
present  day.  The  inew  mill-stones, 
weighing  over  three  tons,  weie  brought 
from  Lynn,  as  the  following  bill  will 
testify  : — 

Topsflcld,  Oct.  9,  1824. 
John  P. Peabody  to  Nehemlah  Perkins  Dr. 

To  n)yself  and   two   yoke  of  oxen   to 

Lynn  to  draw  the  mlllHtones  for  the    new 

mill.       ■  81.17 

^,  llec'd  Payment, 

Nehemlah  Perkins, 

The  cost  of  the  new  mill  was  i$452.06. 
The  njllls  were  run  by  the  said  brothers 
until  Feb.  14,  1829,  up  to  which  date 
they  had  been  in  the  Peabody  name  for 
164  years. 

Now  there  happened  an  unusual 
occurrence,  as  the  first  change  was 
made  in  the  name  of  the  owners.  Jacob 
Peabody  sold  his  farm  and  undivided 
half  of  the  mills  to  lion.  Nathan  Dane  of 
Beverly,  the  deed  being  dated  Fob.  14, 
1829.     Mr.  Dune  transferred  the  same   to 
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Samuel   Bradstreet  aud    Samuel     Gould 
Id  common,  June  16,  1831. 

April  12,  1838,  Samuel  Bradstreet 
sold  out  his  one  t'ounh  Interest  to 
Samuel  Gould,  who  in  turn  sold  out  his 
one  half  interest  of  the  mills  to  Jacob 
Towne,  Sept.  14,  1841. 

Widow  Sophia  Towne,  as  administra- 
trix of  tht  estate  of  Jacob  Towne, 
conveyed  to  their  son,  J,  Waldo  Towne, 
this  one  half  interest  of  the  mills,  April 
2,  1845. 

During  all  these  years  since  Jacob 
Peabody  in  Feb.  14,  1829  bad  sold  out 
half  of  tlje  mills,  John  P.  Peabody  had 
continued  running  ihem,  pacing  rent  to 
the  diflferent  owners  of  the  undivided 
half  sold  by  his  brother  Jacob. 

In  1842,  the  old  saw  mill  was  taken 
down  by  Alfred  P.  Towne  and  used  for 
firewood. 

Considerable  business  must  have  been 
done  at  this  mill  as  shown  by  the  "Book 
of  Accounts"  which,  over  a  century  old, 
I  still  have  In  my  possession.  I  also 
have  an  old  saw  taken  from  the  mill  In 
1792. 

-  On  Nov.  1,  1843  John  P.  Peabody  sold 
his  farm  ana  his  one  half  ot  the  mill  to 
his  soD-ln-iaw,  Benjamin  B.  Towne.  At 
this  date,  one  half  of  the  mill  hud  been 
in  the  Peabody  name  178  years. 

In  1846,  the  old  Peabody  House  bv  the 
mill  was  torn  down  by  A.  Porter  Knee- 
land  and  others.  I  was  present  on  that 
occasion  with  many  of  the  neighbors. 

Some  of  the  boards  and  timbers  taken 
from  this  old  house  were  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  house  erected  near 
this  spot  by  J.  Waldo  Towne  in  1847. 
The  house  is  now  owned  by  George  F. 
Pevear.  ^ 

The  mill  was  run  by  Benjamin  B.  and 
J.  Waldo  Towne  until  April  10,  1848, 
when  they  sold  out  to  John  McKenzle. 

During  his  ownership,  being  a  wheel, 
wrlght,  he  made  extensive  repairs.  The 
old  reversible  water-wheel.  16  feet  in 
diameter,  was  taken  out  in  1860  and  a 
new  circular  tub-wheel  put  In. 

When  putting  in  a  foundation  for 
thl8  new  wheel,  Mr.  McKenzle  found  an 
old  Pine-tree  shilling.  This  ancient  coin 
was  afterwards  purchased  by  Dea.  Joel 
R.  Peabody  and    with   some  appropriate 


verses  on  the  same  written  by  Mrs. 
Peabody,  his  wife,  was  sent  as  a  present 
to  George  Peabody,  the  eminent  banker 
of  London,  England.  Mrs.  Peabody 
received  in  return  a  present  of  a  silver 
pitcher  lined  with  gold. 

In  1851,  after  making  many  repaira, 
Mr.  McKenzle  put  In  u  corn  cracker,  for 
up  to  this  time  only  clear  grain  had  beco 
ground.  The  putting  in  of  this  cracker 
marked  a  new  epoc.li  in  the  history  of 
the  mill.  Not  much  corn  was  shelled 
alter  this  as  the  greu,  cill  seemed  to  be 
for  corn-and  cob  meal. 

Mr.  McKenzie's  health  beginning  to 
fail,  he  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  his 
son-in-law,  John  Boardman,  Junior. 
The  mill  was  run  with  good  success 
until  Aug.  1,  1854,  when  being  still  in 
poor  health,  Mr.  McKenzit  sold  out  to 
his  son;  Alfred  McKenzle.  As  he  was 
living  in  Dauvers  at  the  time  he  let  out 
the  mill  on  shares  to  Benjamin  B. 
Towne,  who  ran  it  continuously  witli 
the  assistance  of  George  W.  Brown, 
until  April  1,  1870 

During  this  time  the  principal  repaira 
were  made  in  1857,  when  a  new  flume 
and  bridge  were  put  in  at  the  cost  of 
$117.00. 

The  passing  of  the  mill  property  from 
the  McKeuzlea  Into  other  hands  was 
probably  hastened  by  the  following 
Incident. 

Mr.  William  Locke  owned  the  proper- 
ty adjoining  the  mill  lot  and  desiring  to 
make  some  improvements  in  front  of 
his  house  and  near  the  brook,  he  com- 
menced to  build  a  wall  around  a  spring 
which  was  by  the  side  of  the  brook. 

While  working  on  the  same  one 
pleasant  afternoon  In  October,  1869,  one 
of  the  McKeuzie  heirs  happened  to  come 
along  and  asked  the  question,  "Oq 
whose  laud  are  you  building  your  wall, 
Mr,  Locke?"  Me  replied  in  an  indif- 
ferent manner  as  if  he  did  not  care,  but 
it  seems  he  afterwards  looked  at  the 
deed  of  his  place  and  found  he  was 
trespassing  upon  mill  property. 

Desiring  to  go  on  with  his  improve, 
ments,  he  began  at  once  to  negotiate 
for  the  purchase  of  the  mill  property, 
which  was  llnally  consummated  March 
19,  1870.     Mr.  Locke  made  some    repairs 
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to  the  mill,  putliug  od  a  new  lim  to  the 
water  wheel  and  also  hubsiitutlny  irou 
flouts  to  the  wheel  lu  place  of  wooden 
ones. 

During:  the  first  part  of  Mr.  Locke's 
ownership,  it  Wiis  run  by  David  Smith 
and  B.  Austin  Perkins,  and  then  by  Mr. 
Locke  himself  until  July  17,  1873,  when 
he  sold  his  place  with  mill  property  to 
John  B.  Perry  of  Somerville. 

Mr.  Perry  ran  the  mill  with  some 
success  until  he  sold  It  to  Mrs.  Liceuetta 
Ham  of  Wakefield,  Aug.  19,  1875.  Dur- 
log  her  ownership  it  was  run  by  John 
B.  Perry,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ham  sold  out  to  Mrs.  Catharine 
Hauford  of  Lexington,  Jan.  4,  1876.  It 
was  run  during  her  ownership  by  her 
son,  Clarence  C.  Hanford,  who  made 
some  repairs  on  the  same. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1883,  Mrs.  Han- 
ford's  interest  in  the  mill  property  was 
sold  to  Leon  F.  Chamecin  of  Boston, 
and  on  the  second  day  of  October,  the 
same  ye'ir,  1883,  he  sold  out  to  Mrs. 
Teresa  C.  Carr,  the  present  owner. 
The  mill  has  not  been  run  since  1892. 

The  most  successful  period  of  the 
miU's  history  was  probably  from  1851, 
the  time  of  putting  in  the  corn-cracker, 
to  1876,  for  during  the  civil  war  and  for 
Home  years  afterwards,  grain  was  very 
high,  often  bringing  two  dollars  per 
bU6bel. 

r  Many  amusing  incidents  could  be 
related  in  connection  with  this  mill. 
Some  people  would  come  to  the  house 
and.  say  In  rather  pleading  tone«,  ••! 
want  to  go  to  mill."  Others  would  say, 
"I  have  come  to  get  some  meal  ground." 
My  parents  have  often  spoken  of  a 
uentleman  who  occasionally  came  lo 
mill  from  the  Linebrook  Parish.  He 
generally  drove  in  a  two-w^heel  shay  and 
when  coming  down  the  turnpike  hill  by 
our  grove  he  would  begin  to  cry  out  in 
Hientorlan  tones.  "Where  Is  the  miller?" 
♦'Where  Is  the  miller?"  and  he  would 
keep  it   up    more  or  less   until   he   had 


arrived  opposite  the  miller's  house.  If 
the  miller  was  within  an  eighth  of  a 
mile  of  the  scene  ol  action  he  would  be 
almost  sure  to  hear  the  cry.  Evidently 
the  gentleman  disliked  to  get  out  of  his 
shay  to  call  at  the  house  for  the  miller. 

The  old  mill  stands  today  In  quiet 
repose.  No  busy  sound  Is  heard  save 
that  of  the  ceaseless  flow  of  the  running 
brook,  bringing  to  mind  the  truthful 
words  of  Tennyson  :-^  '  ■    , 

"For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 
But  I  go  on  forever." 

Let  us  contemplate  the  scene  and  ask 
the  quesiiou,  "Where  tn  this  town  is 
there  another  landmark  around  which 
cluster  so  many  memories  of  the  past, 
and  where  another  spot  on  which  a 
building  has  stood  every  year  since  1665, 
or  within  forty  five  years  of  the  landing 
of  the  Piliirim  Fathers?"  And  a  few 
rods  from  this  mill  is  the  old  historic 
spot  where,  In  1660,  dwelt  the  only 
family  in  America  by  the  name  of 
Peabody,  whose  descendants  today  are 
numbered  by  the  thousands. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  will  say  that 
notwithstanding  I  have  over  seventy 
papers  referring  to  these  mills,  some  of 
which  are  more  than  two  centuries  old, 
handed  down  to  me  through  six  genera- 
tions, or  from  Lieut.  Francis  Peabody, 
the  ancestor,  I  have  been  very  careful 
to  alve  the  subject  due  consideration  In 
regard  to  facts  and  dates,  thinking  that 
this  will  probably  be  the  only  history 
that  will  ever  be  written  of  the  old 
Peabody  mills.  One  of  them  has  been 
gone  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and 
the  other,  unless  repaired,  will  soon  be  a 
thing  of  the  past,  and  these  ancient 
landmarks  will  be  obliterated  forever, 
for  It  is  not  probable  that  the  grist-mill 
will  ever  be  rebuilt  again,  although  the 
water  power  may  be  utilized  for  some 
other  purposes  In  the  long  distant 
future. 
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I       BAPTISMAL     RECOKDS    OF    THE    CHUECH   IN 
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COMMUNICATED    BY    GEO.    FKS.    DOW. 


A  List  of  most  of  y^  diildron  y^wcre  bnptized  by  sev-  j 

erall  ministers  of  y® Gospcll  during  y®  vacancy  in  y^  church  i 

of  Topsficld,  3'*  is  after  the  Death  of  y^  Rev.  M^'  Jose[)h  j 

Capen,   untill   y^    ordination  of    ]\P   John  Emerson    his  '; 

successor.  J 

Tiie  Rev.  M^'  Putnam,  Pastor  of  a  cluirch  in  Reading,  j 
baptized 

Joseph  Townc  his  Sarah                       Feb'y  26,  172G-7. 

Bamnell  Smitli  '*  Susanna 

Samaell  Ilowlet  "  Willinra 

David  Eeclins2;ton  •*  Sarah 

Kobcrt  Perkins  **  l?ol)eclvah 

SMmnell  Br.-idstreet  "  Snrah 

Samuoll  Curtice  "  Mary 

JiJcob  Kod(liti!;ton  *'  Daniel 

Gideon  Towne  "  Hannah                      ••        *' 

(1) 
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The  Kev,  M'^Proscot,  of  Salem,  ])apti:-ed 

Samaell  Towne  liis  Samuell  Aug.  27,    1727. 

Francis  rea])ocly  "    Isaac  "  " 

Joseph  Commins  "    Moses  "  " 

Nathan  Towue  "   Arace  *'  " 

y®  Rev.  j\P.  Wigglcs^v'orth,  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  l)a])tizcd 

JMavk   HoAY  his  Luce  Feb'y  25,  1727-8. 


ye  Rev.  M^  Clark,  of  Salem  village 

Timothy  Perkins  his  Eebcckah  March  10,  1727-8. 

John  Wilds                         "Amos  "        " 

Jonathan  Perkins               "  Hannah  "         *' 

s                                 Richard  Towne                 "  Thomas  *'        " 


j  The  Rev.  W.  Rogeis,  of  Boxford 

1 

i  Jacob  Perkins  his  Abigail  Marcli  31,  1728. 

j"  Aaron  Estey  "  Hannah  •'        " 

j  The  Rev.  W.  Treseot,  of  Salem 

I  Daniel  Towne  his  Dorothy  Aprill  14,  1728. 

;  The  Rev.  ]VP.  P^Dierson,  of  ]Ma1den  ])a})tized 

'.  Benjamin  ToAvne  his    Jacob"),     .  ,         n    i-oo 

;  -  -  -   Joseph /^^^"^"^  June  0,1.28. 

Samnell  Curtice  *'  Samuell  "     ," 

Samuell  Perkins  "  INlargaret  "     " 

!  The  Rev.  jVP.  Rogers,  of  Boxford,  l^aptized 

I  Daniel  Redington  his  Sarah  June  23,  1728. 

The  Rev.  ^P.  Wigglesworth,  of  Ipswich  Hamlet t 
Samuell  Robinson  his  Hannah  August  18,  172S. 

The  Rev.  M'*.  Rogers,  of  Boxford,  l)aj)tized 

Tobijah    Perkins  his  Annah  November  10,  1728. 

John  Al)bot  *'  Elizabeth  "  " 

The  Rev.  M'.  Ro])ert  ^y'AV^\,  of  Weidiam,  ])apti/cd 
;  Matthew  Peabody  his  Ebenezcr  October  1,  1727. 
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f 

Jose})!!  y®  son  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Brad  street  was 
1  baptized    June  25,  172[7]  by  y«  Rev.    Tvl''.  Kol>ert  Ward 

of  Wcnham. 


I  The  Church  of  Christ  in  Topsfield  having  made  choice 

f  of  M^'.  Job.n  Emerson  to  be  their  Pastor  sent  I^etters  to 

\  Ei?:ht  Ciiurches  to  come  and  afford  their  assistance  hy  y^" 

I  -^  t  .  .    .  .  .      "  , 

\  Eklens  S:  messengers  in  ordaining  of  him  to  y^  oflice  of  a 

j  Pastor  over  y"^  in  y°  Lord,     accoi'dingly  on  y^  27^''  Day  | 

i  of  Nov^^^"  1728  came  y«  Rev :  jNP.  John  &  Nathan^^  Roo-ers 

[  Pastors  of  y^  lirst  church  of  Christ  in  Ips^vich  with  tlieir 

\  Delegates.     The  Rev^  j\P'.  John  Rogers  of  Boxford.     The 

[  Rev^  W.  Joseph  Emerson  of    iMaklen.      The  Rev^^  M''. 

I  Sam'^  Wio:g]esworth  of  I])swic]i  Hamlett.     The  Rev'^  ^P'. 

i'  Peter  Clark  of  Salem  villajze  and  The  Rev^  M'".  Robert  . 

I  Ward  of  Wenham  w^^^  their  Delegates. 

I  The  solemnity  began  w*'^    Prayer,   i\P\  AViggleswortli 

was  y^  mouth  of  y*^  ConiiTca'ation.  •■ 

i  M^".  Emerson  of  jNlalden  preached  from  Alat.  4:   21-22.  ! 

I  A}} d  going  on  from  tliPuce  He  saio   other    tv:o  BreiJiren,  j 

\  James  y*^  son  of  Zehedee    d;    John    his  Brother,   a /id  He  \ 

|.         ccdled  y"\  and  tJieij  {mrnediatehj  left  if  sJiip  S    f  Father  \ 

and  followed  Ilini,  \ 

j\P".  Jolm  Rogers  Sen*'.    Pastor  of  y ^  first  chh  :  of  Ips-  ! 

wich  gave  y^  Charge.  j 

M*'.  John    Rollers  of   Boxford  ^avc  y*^  rioht    Hand  of  j 

Fellow  si  lip. 

]\F.  AA'^ard    of   Wenham  prayed  aflerwards,   a  suitable 

psalm  was  y"  sung,  y*^  Blessing  given  and   y^   solemnity 

Concluded. 


Simon  IJradslreet  liis  Mercy  Decern^''  8,  172v^. 

Willi:im  Kittcry  "  William  "  '22, 

Abraham   Fost'-T  "  Amos  "  " 

Luko  AvL-rv  "  Kiith  ♦*  " 
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his  Elizabeth 
"    Elizabeth 
"    Mchetnbcll 
"   Dorcas 


<< 
(( 


Jacob  Pen-oody 

Abraham  IIoav 

Mattliev/  Poabody 

Joseph  Fcr'-iij^s 

Siinor.  Ui'adRtrcet 

Zachcns   PcrkJiis   and 

William  Perkins,  these  upon  tbcir  o^vu  account 
being  of  adnlt  Age, 

?.lso  y^  cliiklrcn  of 

Thomas  ..t  j\Xary  })emcy  their  Mriry 

"  "  "  "  Tiionias 

"  Miriam 

"  Charles 

his  Mary 

*'  Tlmotliy 

"  Joseph 

"  Robert 

'*  Dan 

"  Daniel 

"  Sam" 

' '  Jacob 

"  Jonathan 

"  Jemima 

"  David 

"  Mary 

"  Jacob 

"     Ji)CO]) 

"   Paul 
"   Daniel 
"    Mary 
"   Sarah 
"    Daniel 
"   Mary 
"   Nathauael 
«'    Ste]>hen 
'*   Thomas 
"   Thomas 
«♦   Esau 
"   John 
"   I^lichall 
"    Euos 
♦'    Mary 
'•    Icabod 
"   Pvobert 


Decern^'-    29,  1728. 


January      5, 1720. 
February  23, 


Richard  Tov,'u 
Timothy  Ptirliins 
Joseph  Kobiuson 
Kobert  Perldns 
Saraueli  Ilov/let 
Joseph  Gtoiild 
Sam'^  Brad  street 
Jacob  Avcrell 
Joseph  Tc)\vrjc 
Josepli  ToTvne  Jnn^ 
David  Ci'.nuuius 
.I^lark  Ho-\ve 
John  Gould 
.~!acob  Kcdaiii^rton 
John  Pri chard 
Francis  Pcabody 
Ephraim  Sr.iith 
John  Cnmmiugs 
Eliezer  L:il;e 
John  Wilds 
Jonathan  Wilds 
John  Perkins  Jun*" 
l^aniel  ToAvne 
Micall  D^^inoll 
Nathan  To^wnc 
Michall  Colleen 

Philip  Tuwne 
Josiah  Kcnney 
John  'i'o^vne  Jun"" 
Miall  Collee 


(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

♦   (( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

March 

2, 

(( 

IG, 

(( 


April 


July 


30, 
(( 

20. 


May 

4, 

(( 

11. 

' '  (< 

25, 

June 

8, 

it 

It 

<i 

iC 

6, 


27, 

i<               t( 

((               (( 

August      24, 

September  7, 

28, 

November  23, 

<>               ti 

December  7, 

February    1, 

1730 

15, 

<<               «« 
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Daniel  Keddiiigton 
Jonatlian  Perkins 
The  widow  Ann  A.verell 
Jacob  Perkins 
John  Eradstreet 
Timotli}'  Perkins 
Joseph  Towne  Jun'' 
Joseph  Dwinell 


John  ToAvne 
George  Cowan 
Margaret  Perkins 
John  Prichard 
Luke  Aver  ell 
Nathan  Bixby 
Aaron  Estey 
Israel  Towne 
Matthew  Peabody 
Elizabeth,  y^  danghtt 

Emerson 
Thomas  Potter 
Joseph  Peabody 
Gideon  Towne 
Thomas  Baker 
John  Johnston 
Jacob  Averell 
Nathan^^  Porter  Jim'" 
Joseph  Perkins 
John  Abbot 
William  Keddington 
David  Commings 
Israel  Clark, 
Tobijah  Perkins 

Honjamin  Towne 
Robert  Perkins 
Samuel  Perkins 
Mark  How 
Simon  Brands treet 
"William  Meclure 


his 

Dorcas 

(( 

Jonathan 

Prudence 

<( 

Sarah 

(( 

Nathan 

(( 

Arclielaus 

{( 

George 

(( 

Joseph 

(( 

Martha 

i( 

Mary 

(( 

Zechariah 

(( 

James 

(( 

John 

<( 

Elizabeth 

her  Jemima 

his 

Sarah 

<( 

Mary 

(( 

Nathan 

(( 

Mary 

(( 

Elizabeth 

(( 

John 

of  John  and  1 

his 

Sarah 

( ( 

Joseph 

(( 

Pheebo 

(( 

Thomas 

(( 

Mary 

(( 

Daniel 

c< 

Daniel 

(( 

Mercy 

<( 

Martha 

1( 

Jonathan 

t< 

Jonathan 

tt 

Elijah 

(( 

Daniel  & 

(( 

Edmund 

(( 

Eli 

<< 

Amos 

(4 

Samuel 

i( 

Aaron 

<< 

Mary 

(( 

James 

March 

15, 

t< 

<( 

(( 

22, 

April 

19, 

May 

17, 

June 

7, 

( ( 

(( 

(C 

28, 

<( 

<( 

(( 

i( 

(( 

(( 

{( 

(t 

t( 

<( 

Jnly 

5, 

i( 

ii 

(( 

(( 

(( 

19, 

August 

0, 

(( 

23, 

t( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

September 

13, 

<( 

20, 

(( 

<( 

October 

4, 

25, 


twins 


December 

6, 

January 

24,  1731 

(( 

31, 

February 

H, 

(( 

(( 

March 

21. 

(( 

28, 

April 

18, 

<( 

<( 

i( 

<( 

(i 

44 

May 

IG, 

(4 

23, 

June 

13, 
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Srnn"  Curtice 
A 1 1 1 1  r  o"vv  D  cl  17 1T1 ;  A  c. 
Mlcall  D^vinell 
Jacob  ClaL']: 
Josc]>h  Robinson 
Saiii^^  Bra  ikI  street 
Joliii  Pricbard 
Js.'bez  To-\vno 
Hajiiiah  Bowcr.y 
Stei)hcn  Johnsou 
John  Pen body 
John,  y^  son  of  John  & 
Joseph  GoubJ 
Thomas  Perkins 
Nathan  Whood 
Jacob  Dorm;rii 
Jacob  Pcrkijis 
Richard  To-'.vne 
Joseph  Tovvne  Jun'" 
Jacob  Averell 
Israel  Towne 
David  Commliigs 
Timoth}^  Perkins 
Israel  Clark 
Ephraim  Wildes 
F'-flni"  llov.lett 
Jacob  Reddin^.rlon 
Aaron  Estey 
Jonathan  Perkins 
Tliomas  Gonld  Jnn'' 
Gideon  Towne 
Daniel  Gonld 
Mehetabeli  Dodge 
Will'"  Perkins  ,lmV 
Dan  Clark 
J  OS  i  ah  Kenney 
John  Gonld 
Katlian  lUxby 
Joseph  Perkins 
Jolni  Perkins 


Thomas 


'Wle! 


Jolm  To\vnc  Jini'' 
Taike  Averell 
Robert  Perkins 


his  Noah 

June 

27,  1731. 

"   Mary 

( ( 

"   Sam" 

July 

18, 

"   Bathsheba 

(( 

i( 

"   Jo?eph 

August 

1, 

*'   Elijah 

(( 

29. 

"    David 

(i 

(( 

"    Jabez 

(< 

(( 

her  Hannah 

September 

5, 

his  Ruth 

( ( 

12, 

*'   Jacob 

December 

19, 

Elizabeth  Emerson 

(( 

26, 

his  Elizabeth 

<( 

(( 

"    Enoch 

<( 

<( 

"    William 

January 

29,  1732. 

"   Jacob 

February 

c, 

"   Jacob 

n 

13, 

"    Elizabeth 

it 

(( 

"   Jemima 

(( 

c< 

"    Dorothy 

(( 

27, 

"    Thomas 

<< ' 

;c 

"    Sain" 

March 

5, 

''   Elizabeth 

April 

23, 

"    Israel 

(< 

4, 

"    Thomas 

June 

"    John 

(( 

11, 

"    Dorcas 

(( 

(( 

«*    Isaac 

(C 

25, 

"   Jnda 

July 

2, 

*'   Thomas 

( i 

23, 

''   Abisha 

August 

13, 

'•    Rnth 

(( 

(( 

her  Sam" 

(( 

20, 

his  Will'" 

Septen\bei 

24, 

*'    Mary 

October 

8, 

"    Asa 

(( 

n 

*'   Esther 

(( 

15, 

•'    Solomon 

<< 

29, 

"   Icabod 

December 

10, 

'*   :Moses 

January 

7,  1733. 

"    Alice 

( ( 

k  t 

"   William 

(( 

21, 

"   ]\loses 

February 

4. 

'♦    Phebee 

({ 

«« 

BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF    THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD. 


Rebeckah.  y*'  Daughter 

Emerson 

Matthew  Peabody 

Sam^^  Brads Ireet 

John  Prichard 

Sani'^i  Curtice 

Nathanacl  Curtice 

Thomas  Perkins 

Joseph  Towne 

Stephen  Johnson 

r)enjamin  Townc 

Sam^^  Perkins 

Sam"  To"\vne 

Micall  D  win  ell 

Ephraim  Wildes 

Ebenezcr  Curtice 

Thomas  Baker 

Jacob  Robinson 

Ednnuid  Towne 

Samii  Boyd 
((        (( 

Kathan  Porter  Jun'^ 
Jabcz  Towne 
Daniel  Gloyd,  of  adult 
Dan  Clark 
John  Lampson  Jun"" 
Philip  Towne 
Jacob  Dorman 
Mark  How 
Abraham  Foster  Jun"" 
Jacob  Perkins 
Aaron  Estey 
Israel  Towne 
William  Perkins  Jnn'" 
Phineas  Reddington 


John  Townc  Jun"" 
Thomas  Gould  Juu'^ 
Natli;m  Towm^ 
Panicl  Ked(liim:ton 
David  Cummings 
Richard  Towne 


of  John  and  Elizabeth 


February 

25,  1733. 

his  Sarah 

April 

1, 

"    Eunice 

(( 

29, 

"   Martha 

( ( 

<( 

"   Rachel 

May 

c, 

"   Priscilla 

June 

3, 

'*   Susannah 

August 

5, 

"  Eunice 

:< 

2G, 

"   Rebeckali 

September 

23, 

"    Susannah 

October 

7, 

"   Mary 

(( 

(( 

"   Hannah 

(( 

u. 

'*   Elisabeth 

November 

4, 

* '   Jacob 

(( 

11, 

"   Abner 

(( 

(( 

"   John 

<( 

25, 

"   Jacob 

December 

2, 

♦'   Edmund 

(( 

9, 

"    Sam" 

(( 

16, 

*'   Ann 

(( 

(( 

"   John 

ti 

(( 

"   Nathan" 

(C 

23, 

"    Mary 

(( 

30, 

age 

February 

3,  1734 

his  Daniel 

t( 

10, 

"    Ruth 

(( 

(( 

"   Dinah 

(( 

24, 

"   David 

March 

3. 

"    Mark 

<< 

10, 

"   Ruth 

t{ 

17, 

*'   Luce 

April 

14, 

♦*   Abigail 

May 

5, 

"    Archelaus 

t  ( 

19, 

"    Elizabeth 

i( 

C( 

"    Dorothy 

June 

2, 

"   x\nn 

(( 

t( 

"   Phineas 

<( 

ct 

*'   Elijah 

(( 

iC 

"   Abner 

«{ 

9, 

"    Aaron 

Septejuboi 

•    1, 

"   Margaret 

(( 

20, 

"    Anna 

Octol)cr 

20, 

"    Sarah 

December 

1. 

8       BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF    THE  CIIURCIT  IN  TOPSFIELD. 


Jonathan  Foster 
Nathan^i  Curtice 
Jonathan  Perkins 
Israel  Clark 


his   Aflia 
"   Nathan" 
*'   Abii^ail 
"    Mercy 


Thomas,  y°  son  of  John  and    Elizabeth   Eraer 
son 


his  Martha 

«'  Lydia 

"  Daniel 

"  Edmund 

**  llannah 

*'  Mury 

"  Dudley 

' '  Abraham 

*'  Lydia 

"  Jonathan 

"  Mary 

"  John 

"  Edward 

y^  ■\vit'e   of  Daniel 


Robert  Perkins 

Thomas  ^Io^v]ett  «' 

Daniel  Gould  " 

David  Gould 

John  Prichard  ** 

Joseph  Perkins  *' 

Joseph  Peabody  " 

Abraham  Kcddington        " 

Jacob  Averell  *' 

Tobijah  Perkins  " 

SamuellBoyd 

Jacob  Robinson  " 

Joseph  Kneeland  " 

Ruth  Clough,  of  adult  age 

Clough.  and  their  child  Elisabeth 

John  Gould  his  Amos 
Jacob  Dorman  "   Mercy 

Nathan^*  Wood  "    Lnce 

♦*   CVoadiah 
Sam"  Ilowlett  "   Mary 

Joseph  Bovey  "   Joseph 

Amos  Dorman  "    Dudley 

Philip  Kneelaud  Jun'"         *'    ]\Ioscs 
Jacob  Kcddingtou  "    Pheebc 

John  Town  Jun''  "    Deborah 

Nathan  Hood  *'    Mary 

Ebenezer  Curtice  "   Elizabeth 

Thomas  Baker  *'    Symonds 

Mark  How  "    Abijah 

Luke  Averell  "   Ebenezer 

Solomon  Gould  "   Elisabeth 

Amos  Dorman  •♦   Amos 

John  Averell  *  "   Mary 

Thomas  Dorman  '*   Judith 

Daui.'l  CI'>yd  "    D;ini.'! 

Natlnuiael  Hood,  of  adult  age 

Sam"  Bradstreot  his  Asa 
Ephraim  Wildes  "    Dorothy 


December 

8,  1734 

(( 

15, 

(( 

22, 

January 

5,  1735 

( i 

12, 

(( 

(( 

February 

23, 

April 

6, 

(( 

20, 

May 

18, 

(( 

4( 

J  une 

20, 

(( 

(( 

July 

6, 

«c 

27, 

»t 

<{ 

( < 

(( 

August 

10, 

(( 

17, 

(( 

24, 

u 

31, 

September 

7, 

k  ( 

i( 

(( 

14, 

October 

12, 

It 

<( 

ti 

26, 

December 

28, 

n 


January       11,  173G. 


t( 

18, 

Februai 

T 

1, 

(( 

(( 

it 

tt 

<( 

22, 

March 

14, 

<  < 

t( 

»i 

21, 

A  pril 

18, 

ti 

25. 

May 

2, 

.f*:'i 


it: 

♦SI' 
Of 

.in 


,'Hf  Eta;,. 


k' 


.HV' 
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9 


Phincas  Reddingtou 
Benjamin  Towne 


all  wliich  were  born 
Jacob  Perkins 
Mary  Dwinell,  y^  wife 
Dan  Clark 
Aaron  Estey 
Thomas  Potter 
-VVillm  Perkins 
Thomas  Gould  Jun'" 
Sam"  Perkins 
W™.  Rogers 
Aaron  Hubbard 
Philip  Towne 
David  Gould 
Sam"  Curtice 
Micall  Dwinell  Jun'' 


Mary,  y^  Daughter  of 

erson 
W*"  Perkins 
Jacob  Peabody  Jun"" 
Israel  Cbrke 
Israel  Towne 
Philip  Kneland  Jun"^ 
Nathan"  Porter,  Jun"^ 
Sam"  Smith  Jnn'' 
Joseph  Kneland 
Thomas  Howlett 
Robert  Perkins 
Abraham  Foster  Jun"" 
Joseph  Ilerrick  Jun"" 
David  Curamings 
Daniel  Gould 
Nathan"  Hood 
Jacob  Robinson 
Sam"  Curtice 
Jacob  Dorman 
Jonathan  Perkins 
Jabez  Towne 

2 


his  Sarah 

May 

2,  1736 

"  Edmund 

11 

i^, 

"  Ezi-a 

(( 

(  c 

"  Elijah 

<( 

<( 

at  one  birth 

his  Lydia 

(( 

( ( 

of  John  D^v'inell 

n 

16, 

his  Elijah 

June 

27, 

"  Esther 

July 

4, 

"  Thomas 

K 

11, 

"  A  ma 

tc 

18, 

"  Asa 

(( 

25, 

"  Archelaus 

August 

8, 

"  Elizabeth 

( ( 

15, 

"  ISIary 

4     '< 

(( 

"  Daniel 

(( 

29, 

"  Sarah 

September  5, 

"  Eunice 

(( 

12, 

"  Bartholomew 

October 

24, 

"  Luce 

(( 

(C 

•'  Hannah 

(( 

<( 

"  Micall 

t( 

(C 

Jolin  and  Elizabeth  Em- 

<( 

31, 

his  Eunice 

(< 

(< 

"  Jacob 

November 

7, 

"  Sarah 

(( 

21, 

"  Israel 

December 

19, 

"  Elizabeth 

(( 

(( 

"  Mary 

(( 

26, 

"  Priscilla 

January 

2,    1737 

"  Timothy 

February 

27, 

"  John 

(( 

(( 

"  Mehitabel 

March 

13, 

"  Abigail 

April 

"  Nehemiah 

May 

1, 

"  Susannah 

c  & 

15, 

"  Lydia 

June 

5, 

"  Sam" 

{( 

12, 

*'  Mary 

July 

10, 

"  Elijah 

Auirnst 

H, 

"  Sarah 

Soptcmbei 

•  4, 

"   Dudley 

(( 

11, 

"  Rebeckah 

<( 

(( 

b 
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Baptized  Sarah  Gallop 

a  child  upon  y^  accoun 

t 

of  Daniel  Reddington  who  took  her  to  brin 

nr 

■3 

up. 

Septembei 

•  18,  1737 

Joseph  Pea.body 

his  Elisabeth 

(( 

25, 

Y«  Tvidow  Mary  Kenney 

her  Josiah 

October 

2, 

Sam^'  Howlett 

his  Davis 

(i 

16, 

Daniel  Reddington 

"  Anna 

(( 

23, 

Samii  Smith  Jun^ 

"  Sam" 

t  ( 

30, 

Nathan  Hood 

"  Joanna 

November  20, 

John  Towne  Jun"" 

"  Asa 

December 

4, 

Aaron  Estey 

"  William 

( ( 

11, 

Tobijah  Perkins 

"  Mary 

(i 

25, 

Joshua  Conant 

'•  Jehodin 

(( 

( ( 

Mark  How 

"  Mark 

January 

1,  1738 

Richerd  Towne 

"  Richerd 

<( 

t( 

Thomas  Cummin gs 

"  Asa 

( i 

(( 

Jacob  Peabody  Jun"" 

"  Sarah 

February 

12, 

Jonathan  Poster 

"  Philemon 

(( 

19, 

Thomas  Baker 

"  William 

(( 

26, 

Nathan^i  Moulton 

"  Nathan" 

(( 

(( 

Ephraim  Wildes 

"  Thomas 

March 

12, 

Jacob  Perkins 

"  Joseph 

(( 

19, 

Sam"  Perkins 

'•  Sarah 

i( 

2G, 

Jonathan  Standley 

"  Abigail 

April 

2, 

Jolin  Prichett 

'*  Patience 

ii 

30, 

Amos  Dorman 

"  Thomas 

(C 

a 

Aaron  Tliibbnrd 

"  lydia 

May 

H, 

Jacob  Reddington 

"  Eliphalet 

June 

11, 

Edward,  y*^  son  of  John  &  Elisabeth  Emerson 

July 

16, 

Solomon  Gould 

his  Solomon 

i( 

30, 

Luke  Averell 

"  Moses 

August 

13, 

Rebeckah  Smith 

her  John 

t( 

(( 

Thomas  Dorman 

his  Thomas 

(( 

20, 

Sam"  Putnam 

"  Elizabeth 

Septembei 

10, 

Jacob  Dorman 

"  Damaras 

October 

8, 

John  Dwinell  Jun"^ 

"  Ruth 

(( 

15, 

Thomas  Edwards 

"  Rice 

<( 

29, 

Jabez  Town 

"  Jacob 

November 

12. 

Pbineas  Reddington 

'*  Phineas 

<( 

19, 

John  Averell 

"  Abiel 

it 

26, 

Jacob  Robinson 

"  Elizabeth 

January 

7,  1739 

Thomas  (^unnnings 

•'  Lydia 

February 

4, 

Ebenezcr  Curtis 

"  Hannah 

<  ( 

n 

Israel  Clark 

"  Sarah 

«( 

n, 

M 


.St' I  ,1 


.on 
>> 


BAPTISMAL  KEOORDS  OF   THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD.    11 


Thomas  Howlett 
Josepli  Perkins 
Josepb  Kiieland 
Daniel  Reddington 
Nftilian"  Porter  Jnn'' 
Joseph  Peabody 
Isaac  To"\vn 
Elifiha  Towne  Jnn^ 
Israel  To^vne 
W«.  Perkins 


Ills  Thomas 
"  Eunice 
"  IMiriam 
"  Daniel 
"  Mary 
"  Jacob 
"  Lydia 
"  Joseph 
"  Moses 
"  Elisabeth 


March 


which    was    baptized  at  his   o^vn    House, 
cliild  being  dangerously  sick. 


Dan  Clark 
Nathan'^  Hood  Jun*" 
John  Perkins  Jun^ 
Ivobert  Perkins 
Aaron  Estey 
Jacob  Averell 
Amos  Dorraan 
Joseph  Herrick  Juu'' 
Mark  How 
David  Cummings 
Nathan^i  Jloultou 


his  Sam^' 
"  Esther 
*'  Timothy 
"  Anna 
"  Daniel 
"  Mary 
"  Daniel 
"  Gideon 
"  Nathanii 
"  Elizabeth 
"  John 


April 


May 


ve 


June 


4,  1739. 

13, 

<< 

26, 

<( 

8, 

22, 

<( 

6, 
19, 


3, 


baptized  by  M*".  Emerson  of  Maiden. 


Thomas  Gould  Jur.T 
Thomas  Dwinell  Jnn'* 
R?chard  Towre 
John  Dwinell  Jun*" 
John  Lampson  Juu'" 
Jonathan  Foster 
Nathan  Hood 
Joshua  Conant 
Sam^i  Smith  Jun"^ 
Dorcas,  y«   Daughter 

Emerson 
Joseph  Baker 
Isaac  Towne 
Jonathan  Treadwell    " 
Joseph  Dorman 
Jonathan  Stanley 
Luke  Averell 
Jonatluui  Perkins 
Aaron  Hubbard 
Kphraim  Wildes 


his  M-ar}' 
"  Elijah 
"  Hannah 
"  Susannali 
'«  Robert 
"  Appliia 
"  Nathan 
"  Pelutiah 
"  Vashti 
of  John    and 

liis  Mehetabel 
*'  Eunice 
"  Martha 
"  Nathanael 
"  Mary 
"  Isaac 
"  Philemon 
'•  Elnathan 
'*  Moses 


Elisabeth 


(( 

17, 

(( 

24, 

July 

15, 

August 

5, 

(( 

>( 

(( 

26, 

September 

•10, 

(( 

30, 

October 

U, 

Novembei' 

1], 

K 

25, 

December 

K', 

( 1 

23, 

January 

G,  1740 

(( 

13. 

i( 

<( 

{( 

20, 

February 

1 

10, 

March 

9, 

«( 

«( 

t( 

16, 

(( 

30, 

April 

G. 

(( 

20, 

June 

8, 

(  i 

15, 

August 


3, 
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Joseph  Curtis,  Jnn'",  of 

Solomon. 
Sam^i  Howlett 
Thomas  Andrus  Jim*" 
Jacob  Dorraaa 
Joseph  Ilovey 
Jabez  ToAvnc 
Joseph  Ciimmiiigs,  Jnn 
Thomas  Dorraan 
Dan  Clark 
John  Perkins  Jnn'" 
Jacob  Dwinell 
Eleazer  Gould 
Thomas  Goodhall 

Jacob  Robinson 
Jacob  Perkins 
Solomon  Gould 
Cornelius  Balch 
Israel  Clark 
Nathan^  Porter  Jun*" 
Jacob  Peabody  Jun'" 
Elibha  Towue  Jun^" 
Thomas  Cummings 
Samii  Cr.j-tis 
Joseph  Perkins 
PJulip  Xcolaiul  Jun"" 
John  Prichard 
John  Marshall 
Nathan^  Hood 
Thomas  P>aker 
John  BatchcUer 
ISIark  HoAv 
Thomas  Edwards 
Aaron  Estey 
Amos  Dorman 
John  Balch 
Stephen  Foster 
Sam"  Curtis 

a  negro  servant  cliild 
Simon  Gould  his  Moses 

\\Mu  Perkins  "   William 

Josepli  llerriek  Juu'"  "   Uillian) 

Isaac  Towne  "  Isaac 


I  tw- 


ins 


adult  age,  and  his  child 


"  Miriam 
"  David 
'*  Susannah 
"  Abigail 
"  Elijah 
'  "  Nathan" 
"  Elizabeth 
"  Dan 
"  Daniel 
"  Israel 
"  Eleazer 
"  Joseph  & 
"  Benjamin 
"  Zacheus 
"  Zebulon 
"  N.ithanael 
"  Mary 
"  Samuel 
"  Phebe 
"  Nathan^ 
"  Bartholomew 
"  Thomas 
"  John 
"  Hiildah 
''  David 
"  Priscilla 
"  Elizabeth 
"  Abigail 
"  Joseph 
"  Anna 
"  Philemon 
"  Kachel 
•'  Esther 
"  Daniel 
'*  David 
"  Stephen 
♦'  Flora 


August 

10,  1740 

(( 

24, 

September  14, 

(( 

21, 

(( 

<( 

(( 

(< 

(( 

28, 

October 

5, 

(( 

19, 

November 

16, 

January        4,  1741. 


(( 

18, 

C( 

25, 

February 

1, 

March 

15, 

<( 

22, 

April 

5, 

(( 

<( 

<( 

12, 

<( 

(( 

<i 

19, 

(( 

(( 

May 
(( 

(( 
June 


July 

<c 
ii 
n 
(( 


Auirust 


26, 
10, 
24, 
31, 

28, 
(( 

5. 

12, 
<( 

19, 


20, 

•7 

(i 


1  ' 


3i 


.t:i 
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Deborah,  a  Negro  servant  woman  belonging  to 

Joseph  Herrick,  and 
Katharine,  a  Negro  servant  maid  belonging  to 

Joseph  Porter  :  and 
Enos,  a  child  son  of  said   Debonihs    and   her 

husband  Sharper,  a  Negro  man    servant  to 

Sam"  Gott  of  Wenham 
Mical  rioldgate 


Thomas  Dwinell  Jun'" 
Joseph  Donna n 
Nathan  Hood 
John  Dodge 
Abigail,  y«  Daughter  oJ 

Emerson 
Mical  Holdgate 
Simon  Bradstreet  Jun'" 
Jacob  Estey 
David  ToAvne 
Thomas  Gould  Jun»' 
Thomas  Howlett 
Jonathan  Standley 
John  Balch 
Jonathan  Foster 
Ebenezer  Curtis 
Jeremiah  Towne 
Jo'^eph  C'lirhco  Jim'' 
Aaron  Hovey 
Rath  Dodge 
Samii  Smith  JunJ" 


Sam^^  Pearley  and 
Dinah,  a  negro  servant  child  belonging  to 

Thomas  HoAvlett 
Amos  Hood,  of  adult  age 
John  Hood,  of  adult  age 


August 


9,  1741. 


his  Asa 

October 

4, 

"    Hannah 

i( 

( ( 

"    Eunice 

(( 

25, 

"   Ephraim 

!Noveniber 

15, 

*'   Daniel 

(C 

(( 

"   Eunice 

il 

22, 

John    and    Elizabeth 

December 

20, 

his  JNIary 

January 

24:,  1742 

"    Henry 

February 

14, 

"   Anna 

(( 

23, 

"    Abigail 

March 

7, 

"   Mercy 

<  ( 

21, 

"    Ammiruhamah 

C( 

(( 

"   Sam^i 

(( 

(( 

"    John 

April 

4, 

"   Jemima 

(( 

IB, 

"    Stephen 

(i 

25, 

"    Elisabeth 

May 

16, 

"    lUith 

<< 

(  s 

"    Stephen 

(C 

(( 

her  ]Mary 

(< 

23, 

his  Susanna 

( ( 

30, 

int  man  belouging  to 

June 

20, 

Ezekiel  Potter 
Jacob  Avereli 
Saui^  Pearley 
Jacob  Peabody  Jun"" 
Sam"  Potter  Jini-- 


his  Thdmas 
"   Priscilla 
"    Sam" 
"   John 
"    Jerotiiiah 


Tlturi,  a  Negro  servant  child  belonging  to 

Sam"  Perkins 
Doctor  Richard  Dexter  his  Mehetabel 


(( 

27, 

(( 

<< 

(( 

«( 

July 

4, 

August 

15. 

October 

3, 

( ( 

17, 

« t 

•  i 

November 

7, 
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Eieazev  Gould 
Joseph  Hovey 
Thomas  Andrews 
Beujaralii  Towiie  Jun' 
W"^  Rogers 
Nathaii^^  Porter  Jun"^ 
Elisha  Towne  Jun' 
Jacob  Perkins 
Jacob  Robinson 
Luke  A.verell 
Israel  Clark 
Cornelius  Balch 
Abraham  Hobbs 
Sara^i  Curtis 
Thomas  Baker 
Thomas  Symonds 
Solomon  Gould 
Nathan"  IloodJun'' 
Ephraini  Wildes 


his  Elisabeth 

"   Mary 

"   Jonathan 
of  adult  age 
his  Yv^'" 

"    Daniel 

"   Thomas 

"   Elisha 

*'    Dorothy 

"   Elijah 

"   Bathsheba 

"    Martha 

"   Isaac 

"   Rebeckah 

"    Sarah 

«'    Ruth 

*«   Lydia 

"    Sarah 

"   Ephraim  & 

"   Elijah 


November  14,  1742 

(( 

21, 

(( 

28, 

January 

16,  1748 

February 

6, 

( i 

(( 

(I 

20, 

March 

6, 

(( 

13, 

(( 

20, 

April 

10, 

(( 

( ( 

t( 

24, 

May 

15, 

(( 

29, 

<( 

(( 

June 

19, 

<( 

(t 

twins 


26, 


Mary  Barall,  of  adult  age 

Joseph  Peabody  his  Priscilla 

Ann  AVallis,  of  adult  age 


Joshua  Conaut 

his 

Jerusha 

Sani^'  Potrcr  Jun"^ 

(( 

Hannah 

Jeremiah  Towne 

( ( 

Jeremiah 

Jonathan  Perkins 

( ( 

Sarah 

Aaron  Hubbard 

( < 

John 

Ezekiel  Potter 

(( 

Ezekiel 

David  Cunmungs 

( ( 

Jonathan 

John  Batcheller 

(C 

John 

Thomas  Edwards 

C  ( 

Iluldah 

Joseph  Cummings 

I  ( 

Abigail 

Sam'i  pearley 

t( 

John 

Isaac  Towne 

( ( 

Asa 

Elihu,ye  son  of  John  and  Elisabeth  Ei 

Nathan  Hood 

Mary 

John  Dodge 

Abel 

Stephen  Foster 

Nathanael 

Mark  How 

Hepsibah 

Daaii'l  Lix])y 

Elisabeth 

Jonathan  Stanley 

John 

Eleazor  Gould 

Zaclieus 

John  Symonds 

John 

August 

7, 

(( 

21. 

September 

4, 

t( 

11, 

(( 

(( 

(( 

18, 

(( 

25. 

October 

2, 

(( 

( ( 

(( 

16, 

(1 

30, 

November 

13, 

(< 

{( 

t( 

27, 

December 

4, 

( < 

25, 

January 

8, 

({ 

(( 

a 

15, 

ct 

22. 

(( 

i( 

February 

5, 

<{ 

12, 

«t 

26, 
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Sam^'  Smith  Jun' 
Aaron  Hovey 
John  Bradstreet 
David  ToTS'ne 
John  Balch 
Isaac  Perkins 
Jabez  Town 
Micall  Holdgate 
Thomas  Gonld  Jun"^ 
John  Prichard 


his  Asahel 

"  Moses 

"  Elizabeth 

'*  David 

"  Sam" 

"  Mary 

"  Abigail 

"  Sarah 

"  Dorcas 

"  John 


Zilpah,  a  Negro  Child  of  Sharper  and  Deborch 
his  wife,  Negro  Servants 

Jacob  peabody  Jun'"        his  Eunice 

Zilpah,  y^  child  of  Sharper  and  Katherine 
his  wife,  Negro  Servants 

W™  llogers  his  Deborali 

Simon  Gould  "   Hannah 

and  after  publick  Exercise  went  to  y*^  House 
of  Thomas  Dwinell,  and    baptised    Ruth   y« 
child  of  y^  widow  Susanna  Dwinell,  y^  child 
not  being  able  to  be  brot  to  y^  Meeting  House 
Divers  of  y^  chh  :  were  present 

John  Le  Eavour  1 

Ephraim  Wildes 

Thomas  Dwinell  Jun"^ 

Joseph  Perkins 

Jacob  Dwinell 

Jonathan  Foster 

John  Perkins,  Third 

Thomas  Howlett 

Wm  Perkins 

Dan  Clark 

Matthew  Peabody 

Ephraim  Kimball  Jun'^ 

Nathan"  Porter  Jun'' 

Thomas  Symonds 

Joseph  Curtis  Jun"^ 

David  Cummin gs 
Klisha  Towne  Jun"" 
Simon  Bradstreet 
Simon  Bnulstreet  Jun'' 
Jacob  Perkins 
Cornelius  Balch 


/larch 

11,  1744 

(( 

18, 

(( 

<i 

<( 

25, 

<( 

(( 

C( 

(( 

\  pril 

1, 

(I 

15, 

lay 

13, 

(( 

20, 

(( 

<< 

<  1 

27, 

(( 

<( 

line 

3, 

<( 

10, 

Mary 

(< 

17. 

Mary 

(( 

24. 

Jacob 

Jnly 

8, 

Joseph 

(( 

22, 

Jf»rob 

August 

12. 

Olive 

li 

26, 

Elizabeth 

( i 

( ( 

Alice 

September 

9, 

Oliver 

October 

21, 

Dan 

November 

25, 

Seth 

December 

2, 

Sam" 

t< 

16, 

Nathan" 

January 

G,  1745 

Anna 

(( 

1 1 

Sam"  &  K    • 

\  twins 

Mary       ) 

it 

20, 

Stephen 

(( 

27, 

INIercy 

February 

24, 

Philip 

March 

3, 

Ann 

April 

7, 

Elisha 

t  ( 

H, 

Joseph 

<( 

<( 

J 

1] 
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Nathau^i  Low  his   OonaLliau 

Hannah,  y^  "Daughter  of  John  a^iicl  Elizabeth 
Emerson 

Nehemiah  Abbot 

Abraham  Hobbs 

George  Start 

Jeremiah  Towne 

John  Symouds 

John  Balch 

Israel  Clark 

Ezekiel  Potter 

Samii  Hewlett  Jim'" 

Daniel  Bixby 

Sam^i  Pear  ley 

John  Le Fay our 

TSTathan'^  Hood  Jun'" 

John  Perkins  Oun'" 

Jonathan  Strailey 

John  Pradstrcet 

Joseph  Cummings  Jun^' 

Aaron  Estey 

Nathan  Hood 

Ebenezer  Curtice 

Elisha  Cummings 

Rolornon  Gould 

Stephen  Foster 

Eicnzer  Gould 

Thomas  Edwards 

Nathan^i  Lo"\v 

Elijah  Porter 

Nathau^^  Porter  Jun"" 

Joseph  Perkins 

Tho^  Baker 

Tho«  Gould  Jun'- 

Sharper  a  Negro  Ser- 
vant man 

Sanv^  Potter  Juu"^ 

Eleazer  Lake  Jun" 

Jacob  Dwincll 

Simon  Gould 

Aaron  Hovey 

John  Syniouds 

David  Town 

Joseph  Cummings 


A  mil 


May 


21,  1745. 


19, 


his 

Elisabeth 

(( 

I  c 

Jacob 

June 

16, 

Sai'^.h 

July 

7, 

Susanna 

( i 

14, 

jMary 

i : 

21, 

Robert 

( ( 

28, 

Jacob 

August 

n, 

Sarah 

September 

1. 

Sam^i 

(( 

(i 

Ruth 

October 

6, 

Nathaniel 

i( 

13, 

Rachel 

( ( 

(t 

Susan  ija 

November 

3, 

Jethro 

i  ( 

24, 

Joseph 

Deeemlier 

22, 

Piiscillr'. 

January 

12,  1746 

Joseph 

( I 

19, 

Aaron 

February 

2, 

Joseph 

( ( 

16, 

Ephraim 

(( 

a 

Mary 

<  c 

(< 

Joli.u 

<  1 

23, 

Abigail 

March 

2, 

John 

t  i 

16, 

Sarah 

( ( 

30, 

Susanna 

( ( 

(( 

Anna 

April 

20, 

Pheebe 

May 

18, 

Elisha 

<( 

25, 

INLary 

June 

^' 

'Benjamin 

(< 

(( 

Charles 

(( 

(( 

Daniel 

( 1 

15, 

Lydia 

July 

13, 

John 

(( 

27, 

Jane 

August 

3, 

Sara!) 

( ( 

( 1 

INIary 

S>.  j)tembor 

7. 

Archolaus 

( ■: 

<( 

Sarah 

u. 

,'d 


.??M    L 


It 
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Thomas  Dv/ine 

UJ 

UlT" 

his 

Susanna 

September 

M,  mr, 

Israel  llcrrick 

Joseph 

(( 

28, 

Isaac  Perkins 

John 

October 

5, 

Sam"  Phippeii 

Mercy 

(( 

12, 

(i            i  i 

]\tary 

i( 

(( 

t(                        n 

Samii 

(t 

a 

((                  (( 

.Icicpn'h 

(C 

it 

Dorothy,  y'' Daughter  of  John  and  Eliz'^th  Emcr' 

son 
Isaac,  y^  son  of and  Matharine  his  Avife 


19, 


f. 

1^'egro  Scrvani8 

c< 

26, 

j; 

Ephraim  Kimball  Jun^ 

his 

Hannah 

November 

9, 

■»■ 

John  Boardman 

Elizabetli 

(( 

23, 

i 

John  Pri chard 

K"*"^  ^  \  twins 
Lydia      c 

December 

7, 

Ephraim  Vf  ildes 

Rep  zi  bah 

K 

<( 

\ 

Pobert  Smith 

Elijah 

<c 

<c 

«- 

[ 

Joshua  Conant 

Lot 

(( 

28,          • 

I 

Thomas  Symonds 

Hannah 

<  ( 

( ( 

Eenja™  Bixby 

Benjamin 

January 

4,  1747 

John  Perkins  Third 

John 

February 

8, 

[ 

Joseph  Dorman 

Abigail 

t( 

22, 

■ 

Cornelius  Balch 

Elizabeth 

(( 

(( 

\ 

Jacob  Avercll 

Amos 

March 

29, 

George  Startc 

William 

( ( 

iC 

\. 

John  Balch 

Hannah 

<c 

(< 

\ 

Nfhemiah  Abbot 

Eleanor 

April 

5, 

5 

Daniel  Bixby 

I^iary 

it 

12, 

\ 

John  Le  Favour 

John 

(( 

15, 

M'hich  "Was  baptized  at  his  House,  on  a  week 
Day,  yc  cliild  being  Dangerously  sick,  &  ex- 
pired soon  after  its  Baptism. 


Jabez  ToAvnc 
Nathan"  Avcrell  Jun"^ 
Eleazer  Curtice 
Zebniun  \Vlkle3 
MicaHIloldgalc 
Zobulun  Wildes 
Anthony  Potter 
Joseph  Cummings  Ju'n' 
Jacob  Perkins 
Abraham  Hobbs 

3 


his  Tvuth 
"  Nathan" 
"  Lydia 
"  ?,Iolly 
"  Priscilla 
"   Peggy 
"  Susanna 
"  Jonathan 
"   Aliel 
"  Joseph 


lay 

3, 

«t 

10, 

(( 

17, 

t( 

2-^, 

July 

5. 

(( 

12, 

t  ( 

19, 

<( 

20, 

Vugust 

0, 

t  A 

23, 

*  ''1. 


•■;i 


"A.. 
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Rebeckah  aticl  Ceesar  two  Negro  Strvant 
children  belonging  to  Sani^^  Perkins,  \vhose 
wife  a  Member  of  y^  chli :     Engagod    for    y^ 


Children. 

August 

30,  1747 

ElishaCmnmlngs 

his 

John 

September  L3, 

Matthew  Peabody 

( 1 

Isaac 

October 

4, 

W«i.  Conant 

(( 

W"^. 

K 

11, 

Sam^^  Pearlcy 

i  c 

Rutl) 

-   November 

8, 

J) £11-'  1  el  Cuxn m  i  1 1 g ^ 

1 1 

Lucy 

(( 

15, 

Eiirsha  Tovvne,  Juu"" 

(( 

Sarah 

December 

13, 

Sam^-  Pliippcn 

1  ( 

}i'anii;ih 

( ( 

a 

Joseph,  son  of  John  & 

Elizabeth  Emerson 

( ( 

20, 

Exckiel  Potter 

his 

Nat'nan'^ 

January 

3,  1748 

Israel  Herrick 

(( 

Israel 

(( 

(( 

Israel  Clark 

(( 

David 

<  ( 

10, 

Jonathan  Standley 

(( 

Jedidiah 

February 

7, 

John  Le  Eavonr 

(( 

John 

March 

27, 

Nathan  Hood 

(( 

Benjamin 

April 

3. 

John  Symonds 

(( 

Joanna 

( ( 

(( 

Josepli  Peabody 

c  < 

Peggy 

( ( 

17, 

Richard  Gould 

(( 

John 

ISlay 

1, 

Jacob  I)  win  ell 

ii 

IMehetabel 

1  ( 

8, 

Sharper  a  Negro  serv* 

it 

Charles 

June 

ii, 

Sam'i  Potter 

( ( 

Prudence 

July 

17, 

Jacob  "Diesser 

(f 

Molly 

( ( 

31, 

Eliezer  Gould 

tc 

Huldah 

August 

7, 

SairP  Ilowlett  Jun'' 

( ( 

Elizabeth 

(( 

21, 

Aaron  Estey 

(( 

William  ' 

i( 

28, 

Nathan^i  Porter  Juu'' 

( ( 

Abigail 

September 

25, 

Robert  Snaith 

(< 

Elisha 

October 

9, 

John  Pricherd 

(( 

Mary 

(( 

16, 

Jeremiah  Townc 

(( 

Nehemiah 

(  c 

23, 

John  Board  man 

1 

Jolm 

November 

6, 

Jolin  Perkins  Third 

(  c 

Daniel 

<< 

13, 

Mical  Colleen 

(( 

Marv 

<( 

20, 

But  y''  Child  was   baptized   upon   y«  account 

of  Eliezer  Lake  &  his  wife,  y^  grand  Parents, 
who  took  it  as  y''  own. 

Joseph  Ilovey                  his  Joseph  " 

James  Andrews                  *'  John  " 

George  Starte                     "  Geort-e  Deceinl 

Stephen  Gould                     "  Stephen  " 

John  Bradstreet                 "  Molly  " 

Cornelius  Balcli                 "  Cornelius  *' 


ior 


20, 
27, 

IS, 


25, 
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Josliiia  Townc  Juii'" 

his  Sarah 

December 

18,  1748 

Ebenezer  Averell 

"  Ruth 

January 

1,  1749 

Elijali  roi'ter 

"  Bettey 

(( 

22, 

John  ].*erk1ns  Juii'" 

"  Esther 

(( 

29, 

Elislia  Curamings 

"  Andrew 

February 

12, 

Tlio"   Foster 

"  Elijah 

March 

5, 

Tlio«  Syraonds 

"  Jacob 

April 

16. 

Richard  Gould 

"  Susanna 

(( 

<( 

Aaron  Hovey 

"  Dorcas 

(( 

23, 

Tho"  Gould  Jun'- 

**  Mercy 

May 

7, 

Epjiraini  AYildes 

"  Hannah 

( ( 

H, 

Tho^  Pearly 

•'  Enoch 

( ( 

21, 

David  Town 

•'  Joseph 

(( 

(( 

Eliezer'Lake  Jim'" 

"  Lydia 

<( 

(( 

Simon  Gould 

"  Lucy 

C( 

28, 

Capt  TLo''  Raker 

"  Jonathan 

July 

2, 

Joseph  Cummiiigs 

"  Martha 

( ( 

( ( 

Joshua  Balch 

"  Joshua 

(( 

(( 

Zachariah  Dwinell 

"  Betty 

( ( 

(< 

Stephen  Foster 

"  Jacob 

(( 

30, 

W^''  Con  ant 

"  Elizabeth 

a 

( ( 

Tlio''  Dwinell 

"   Stephen 

August 

0, 

David  Oummiugs 

"  Daniel 

September 

3, 

John  J.e  Favour 

*'  Annah 

(( 

({ 

Miciil  lloldgate 

**  Mary 

li 

<( 

Jacob  ]^)  bins  on 

"  Sarah 

n 

17, 

Neheniiah  Abbot 

"  John 

(( 

a 

Ephraim  Kimball  Jun^ 

*'  Ezra" 

(( 

a 

Eliezer  Gould 

"  Elizabeth 

(( 

24, 

Jolm  Gould 

"  John 

October 

8, 

Sam^i  Towne  Jun'^ 

"  Elizabeth 

(< 

22, 

John  Symouds 

"  Joseph 

(C 

29, 

John  Ilale 

"  Elizabeth 

November 

12, 

Abner  Hale 

"  David 

December 

3, 

Josepli  Perkins  Juu"" 

"  Jonathan 

a 

17, 

Abraham  Ilobbs 

;*  Benjamin 

1  ( 

31, 

Joua than  S tanly 

•'  Joseph 

January 

28, 1750. 

Stephen  Gould 

"  Hannah 

February 

11, 

Elcazer  Curtis 

"  Sarah 

March 

4, 

Eleazer  KilUim 

"  Sarali 

(t 

i  1 

Jabez  Town 

"  Susanna 

April 

1, 

Nnthan  II.xxl 

"  Elizabeth 

(( 

09 

Sam"  r]i'jv,)t>n 

"  Mehctabel 

i  i 

i  i 

Josei)li  Curtis 

"  Phcebe 

4( 

29, 

Widow  C'onaut 

her  Josliua 

1« 

t  i 
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Zebiilun  AVildes 
Jolin  Baker 
Nalhan^^  Averell,  Jim'" 
James  Andrews 


his  Zebulun 
"  Mary 
"  Hannah 
"  SanV^ 


jMay 
June 


August 


Josepli,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Eniei'son       September 
Stephen  Emery  his  Jolni  October 

Joshua  Balch  "  Archelaus  '* 

y®  ordinance  administered  privately  y'-'  child 

being  Judged  dangerously  sick. 


Matthew  Peabody 
John  Pricherd 
Elijah  Foster 
Joshua  Towne  Jun^" 
James  Curtis  Juu'' 
Jeremiah  Towne 
John  Perkins  Juu' 
Richerd  Mar  shell  Juu'' 
Jacob  D  win  ell 
Retiah  Bacon 
George  Starte 
John  Hood 
Joseph  Symonds  Juii'" 
Benjni  Bayly 
Daniel  Bixby 
John  Boardman 
Elisha  Cummings 
Thomas  Foster 
Elijah  Porter 
Widow  Buzzell,  her  two  children 

Ruth 


his  Deborah 

"  Iluldah 

<'  Elizabeth 

"  Jacob 

"  Hannah 

"  William 

"  Mary 

"  Richerd 

"  Ruth 

"  Jacob 

"  John 

"  Richerd 

"  Mehetabcl 

*'  Elizabeth 

"  Daniel 

"  jMary 

* '  Isaac 

"  Allen 

"  Thomas 


John  Gould 

Robert  Smith 

John  Brads treet 

Tho^  Baker 

Joseph  Cummings  Jun' 

Tho'  Gould  Jun"' 

Benj"^  Bixby 


John 
his  Benj™ 
^"   Thomas 
'''   Mehetabel 
•*   David 
"    Hannah 
*'    Andrew 
**    Anne 


October 


December 

January 

February 
<( 

...  M 
.11 

March 


April 


May 


June 


July 
«< 


Tamar,  a  negro  Servant  child  belonging  to  Eli- 
jah Porter,  who  Engaged  to  bring  it  up  in  y- 

Chr!sti;;n"  Religion 
David  Cniinuings  Juu''    his  Ebenczer 
Thomas  Dwiucll  "    Thomas 


27,  1750. 

10, 

VJ, 
(< 

9, 
H, 


28, 
(( 

(( 

30, 
20,  1751 


10, 

17, 

it 

{( 

3, 

2-1, 
t  ( 

21, 

28, 
<( 

(( 
5, 

12, 
«( 

19, 

9, 

16, 

30, 
t< 


David  Cummings  Jun'' 


Elizabeth 


September  22 


21, 
2S, 

09 
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Benj"^'^  Woodbury 
Aaron  Hovey 
Jolm  Le  Favour 
Eliezer  Lake  Jun*" 
Joseph  Hale  3^ 
Jonatlian  Stanley 
Ebenezcr  Averell 
Abraliaifl  Ilobbs 
Cavid  ToAvne 
Araos  Wildes 
ISTacLan  Hood 
Widow  Lucy  Perkins 
Stephen  Gould 


"  Elizabeth 

"  Huldah 

"  Robert 

"  Eliezer 

"  Sarah 

"  llaunah 

"  Ebenczer 

"  David 

"  Archelaus 

"  Mary 

"  Mehetabel 

her  Elisha 

his  Elijah 


October 

20, 

1751 

(( 

27, 

Nov'" 

3, 

(( 

( ( 

(i 

1'/, 

December 

B, 

( ( 

22, 

January 

12, 

1752 

(( 

( ( 

Eebruaay 

9, 

March 

29, 

1  ( 
April 

5, 

Jenny,  a  Negro  Servan 

t  C] 

liild  belonging  to  y^ 

widow  Lucy  Perkins, 

wl 

lo  publickly  and  sol- 

cmnly  Engaged  to  br 

ing 

up    s^   child   in   y*^ 

Christian  Religion 

John  Pricherd 

his  Eunice 

Abner  Hale 

(( 

Amos 

Simon  Gould 

I  i 

Iluldah 

John  Lanipson  3'^ 

^  i 

Anna 

Nathan'^  Low 

^  I 

Amos 

Tho^^  Symonds 

(( 

Hepsibah 

Nathan^i  Smith 

(( 

Anna 

David  Cuiiimings 

(( 

Archelaus 

John  Baker 

<( 

Priscilla 

Joseph  Cur  Li  8 

(( 

Lydia 

Tho^  Baker  Jun"- 

(( 

Tho^ 

Asa  Pearlcy 

(( 

Daniel 

James  Andrew 

(4 

Robert 

Jacob  Gould 

<  ( 

Jacob 

Joseph  Syuionds  Jun"" 

t( 

Sam" 

W"»  oyles 

(( 

Lydia    , 

Joseph  Browaie 

(( 

Sam" 

Sam^Towne  Jun^ 

(( 

Thomas 

Joseph  Gould  Jun^ 

<  ( 

Elizabeth 

Eliezer  Gould 

1  ( 

Rebekah 

May 


'>4 


Samson,  a  Negro  Serv'  man  belonging  to  Doct' 

Dexter,  was  baptized 
John  Crt'cd,  of  adult  age 
John  r>oardman  "    Daniel 

'VlW  Moore  "•'    :Mary 

Tlio^  Perkins  Jun'  "    Elisha 

John  Creed  '«   Joseph 


June 

7, 

(( 

(( 

(( 

H, 

(( 

(( 

<( 

28, 

July 

6, 

<  ( 

{( 

(1 

12, 

n 

(( 

August 

23, 

<( 

30, 

October 

1, 

<( 

15, 

(( 

t  ( 

(I 

22, 

<( 

(< 

November 

5, 

<( 

19, 

December 

10, 

January 

7,  1753 

(( 

21, 

<  ( 

28, 

February 

i, 

( 1 

1  i 

(< 

n. 

n 

«< 
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Cap'  TliO'  BTxker 
Israel  Averell 
John  Bradsireet 
John  reabodv 


his  Kebeckah 
*'    Euiiice 
"   Huldah 

"     TjUCJ 


Lydia  DwincH,  of  adult  a^o 


Tho«  Foster 
John  Clarke 
David  r^^rkios 
Joshua  Towne  Jun^ 
Benj™  Eixby 
Benj'"  ^V oodbury 
Eleazer  Curtis 


his  Abigail 

'*  ITannah 

"  Ezra 

*'  Lucy 

•'  Sarah 

"  Daniel 

"  Betty 


Cornelius  Waldo,   son  of  John  &  Elizabeth 
Emerso!! 


Jacob  Curtis- 
Josepl)  Perkins 
Jacob  Gould 
Jonathan  Tov.'Jie 
Amos  Wildes 
Tho«  Gould 
Mical  Iloldgate 
Ebenezer  Killern 
Tho«  Edwards 
Josepli  Edwards 
David  Balch  Jun'' 
Sam'^  Phippen 
Jonathan  Koster 
Joseph  Curnniings  Jun' 
Kobert  Perkins 
Zebulun  Wildes 
Tho'  Dwincll 
Bartholomew  Dwincll 
John  Perkins  Juu'^ 
David  Pricherd 
Nathan"  Smith 
Deacon  Daniel  Gould 
Tbomas  Perkins 
Joseph  Gould 
Daniel  Lake 
Richard  Marshall 
.John  Goul'i  . 
Mioall  HoUi,;.ad.ii 
Stephen  Gould 
Philip  Neehiiid  ,)un'" 


his  Jacob 
"   Jacob 
"   Richerd 
"   Jonathan 
"   Lois 
"   Nathanii 
'«   Sarah 
"    Kathan'i 
' '   Abraham 
"   Audrey*'' 
"   David 
**    Sarah 
'*   Jonathan 
"   Mary 
•*    Ruth 
"   Mercy 
*'   Amos 
"    Hannah 

.  "    Elizabeth 
"    Dolly 
"   Jacob 
"    Daniel 
•'   Thomas 
*•   Joseph 
"    Daniel 
"   Jemima 
"    Esther 
•'    Ilanuah 
"    Stephen 
"    A.aron 


Eebrua] 

7 

18,  1753 

(( 

25, 

(( 

ti 

April 

8, 

(( 

16, 

<( 

22, 

<( 

29, 

(( 

(< 

May 

20, 

{( 

27, 

June 


3, 


(« 

10, 

It 

17. 

ti 

24, 

it 

t  ( 

ti 

(( 

July 

22, 

(( 

29, 

August 

5, 

K 

(C 

(1 

12, 

<( 

( ( 

<( 

26, 

September 

16, 

(( 

23, 

(C 

<( 

October 

7, 

( ( 

u. 

November 

4, 

(( 

<( 

(t 

18, 

(t 

25, 

December 

2, 

( ( 

9, 

(t 

(( 

(i 

C( 

January 

27,  1764 

February 

17, 

Marcli 

17, 

1 1 

i  ( 

It 

24, 

(( 

31, 

BAPTISMAL  RECOliDS  OF  THE  CnUilCH  IN  TOPSFIELD.      23 


Abraham  Hobhs 

his 

Jonathan 

March 

81,  175^ 

John  Bradstrcct 

i( 

Iluldah 

April 

21, 

John  Le  Favour 

(C 

Thomas 

(< 

<( 

Aaron  Hovey 

(( 

Tho« 

<( 

28, 

David  Towno 

<( 

Eunice 

May 

19, 

Joseph  Hale  3'' 

(( 

INIary 

(( 

26, 

Elijah  Porter 

(< 

Sarah 

June 

9, 

Nathan  Hood 

(< 

Susanna 

(( 

23, 

John  Lainpson  3*^ 

u 

Elizabeth 

July 

7, 

Joseph  Symonds  Juur 

(( 

Joseph 

August 

11, 

'Tacob  Dvrijjcll 

( i 

Pliecbe 

( ( 

18. 

Sarah,  wife  of  Luis  Andrews,  bjiptized  LORDS 
Day  Evening  in  her  own  House  at  her  re- 
peated Request,  She  appearing  on  y*^  Brink  of 
Eternity   and  giving  Christian  Satisfaction 

Elisha  Cunimings 

Jacob  Curtice 

Eliezer  Lake  Jun^" 

Nathan"  Low 

Edmund  Putnam 

Thomas  Moor 

John  Hale 

Jacob  Gould 

David  F>alch  Jun'" 

Amos  Wildes 

Moses  Perkins 

Dc"  Daniel  Gould 

Asa  Pearley 

John  Crce 

W^  Stickuey 

Sani^i  Townc  Jun"^ 

Joseph  Magery 
(also  Majory) 

Jeremiah  Gallop,  of  adult  age 

Tho"  Foster 

John  Clark 

Jonathan  Foster 

Ebenezer  Averell 

Eli  Townc 

Nathan^i  Smith 

r>  t'  n j  u  M I *n\  Wo o d b  u  r y 

Paul  Prichcrd 

Daniel  Black 


his  Elisha 

(( 

Stephen 

( i 

Sarah 

(( 

Molly 

(C 

Israel 

<  < 

Abigail 

(< 

Mehetabel 

<  ( 

Ruth 

<( 

Sam" 

C( 

Amos 

i  I 

INfoscs 

C  I 

Elisha 

a 

Henry 

<  ( 

Asa 

t  c 

Eunice 

( < 

Ricberd 

(( 

Sarah 

lit  S 

Lge 

his  Ebenezer 

(( 

IVlary 

(( 

Moses 

n 

David 

{< 

Elizabeth 

( ( 

INliriam 

>; 

Aaron 

( ( 

Amos 

(  c 

Jeremiah 

<  < 

Abigail 

September  15, 

(( 

29, 

I  ( 

(i 

October 

6, 

(< 

13, 

Nov"^ 

IT, 

December 

gth 

February 

9,  1755 

(( 

(( 

(( 

10, 

(( 

" 

<< 

(( 

<< 

23, 

( ( 

<c 

i  ( 

(C 

March 

2^ 

it 

16, 

ti 

(I 

'/.I 


Ain'il 


(( 


May 


6, 
13, 

(I . 

20, 
27. 

•t, 
11, 
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V;^  Baptisms  (preceedintr  three)  w*^  administered 
in   Boxford  Meetinur  House  1*' Chh  : 


Robert  Perkins 

his 

Hannah 

June 

pt,  1755 

Joseph  Towiie  Jim'" 

Deboral) 

(i 

8'^^, 

Beiij'^  Baylcy 

^lary 

(( 

c  ( 

James  Andrews 

James 

(( 

15th, 

Thomas  Baker  Juri^ 

Sarah 

(( 

( ( 

Israel  Ilenick 

Elizabeth 

(C 

<( 

Arch  el  a  us  Dwinell 

A  rchelaus 

(< 

29^h^ 

Peter  Bobinsoii 

Sarah 

<< 

(( 

(<            (( 

John 

(< 

(C 

Ebenezer  Kill  em 

Han  nail 

July 

13, 

Enoch  Perkins 

John 

(C 

20, 

Isaac  Perkins 

Robert 

C( 

27. 

Tho»  Perkins,  Jun'^ 

Sarah 

August 

24, 

George  Dwindles  Child,  upon  y^  account  of 

his  grand  Parents 

September 

28, 

Sam^^  Phippen 

his  Kuth 

November 

^^•, 

Joseph  Cumraings  Jun"" 

Jonathan           .»    . 

(( 

(( 

Simon  Gould 

Simon 

i< 

16, 

Israel  ])avis 

Hannah 

({ 

?3, 

John  Le  Favour 

Lydia 

December 

'<» 

David  Pricherd 

Eli 

(( 

<( 

Tho^  Perkins 

William 

ti 

14, 

Bartholomevr  Dwinell 

Mical 

(( 

<( 

Capt  Tbo'  leaker 

( ( 

Martha 

i< 

21, 

William  Gallop,  of  ad  a 

It  a 

ge  and  s'^  Gallop's 

<( 

( t 

Children,  viz. 

Susanna 

(t 

(( 

Rebekah 

(( 

cc 

Hepsibah 

t  ( 

<( 

William 

(( 

i( 

jNIary 

(( 

{( 

s 

Love 

(( 

<( 

Sam^^  Tapley  and  Abiel  his  wife,  and  Sam"  their 

youngest  Son 

li 

28, 

John  Baker 

his 

John 

January 

4fh,  1756. 

Timothy  Dorman  *'   Eunice 

Huldah  Tapley       \ 

Alexander  Tapley  j-of  adult  age 

Hannah  Marstin    J 

Elijah  Pdrter  hi.?.  Dorothy 

Isaac  Perkins  ♦'   Isaac 

Tho^  Andres.'  *'    Lucy 

Joseph  Gould  "   Daniel 


(I 
it 


11, 

c  • 

18, 

(1 


,0*: 

,n 
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of  adult  age 


Jabez  Towne  JuiT"  his  LydJa 

Mary  Cree 

Sarah  Cree 

PJiebee  Towne 

Alice,  an  Indian  vronan 

Eliezcr  Curtis  Jan'' 

one  week  J)ay  &  in  a  private  House,  he 

sick. 
John  Bradstreet  his  Sarah 

Prudence    Towne  ^ 

V  of  adult  ajre 

) 

his  Eunice 
"  Dudley 
"  Elizabeth 
IMolly  Hood,  a  child,  upon  Joseph  llovey  & 
wifes  account,  who  engaged    to  bring 
her  up  in  y'^  christian  Religion. 


January  18,  1756. 


being 


Anna  Towne  & 
P)'anci3  Towne 
John  Boardniau 
Benjra  liixby 
W^'.  Gallop 


his  iimos 
**  John 
"  A  rebel  a  us 
"  Esther 


of  adult  age 


Archelaus  D  win  ell 
Archelaus  Eea 

Jonathan  Towne 
lUcherd  Cree       -» 
John  Bac  k 
Mica!  Holdgaie  ) 
.loshua  Towne  Jun'" 
Tbo^  Perkins  8'^ 
David  P)alch  Jun^ 
Prancis  SatchcU 
John  Goiild 
Stephen  Gould 
Abrahuni  Hobbs 
David  Perkins 
Israel  Averell 
Jacob  Curtice 
Archelaus  Kea 
Kliezer  Gould 
Joseph  Hale  H'i 
Kicherd  Marshall 
Moses  Perkins 
Moses  Pearley 

;'.t  Kowley  2''  Ciih. 
l^noch  Perkins 

by  ni'.  Ciiuii!;'!-  ni  Top-ilcld. 
Sti.'phcn  P<n-kins  his  Doiotliy 


his  Joshua 
"  Archelan.s 
"  Israel 
"  John    . 
"  Elizabeth 
"  Abner 
"  Elijah 
"  David 
"  Israel 
"  Lemuel 
"  Caleb 
"  Pezaleel 
"  Joseiih 
"  Natliau" 
•'  Elijah 
"  Sarah 

''  Ecbeckah 


(c 


20, 


Februai'y  l^\ 


February  8*^, 
♦'  29, 

March      7, 


March 

28, 

it 

(< 

April 

4, 

(( 

(( 

<( 

(( 

11, 


C( 

(( 

(( 

{( 

(< 

25, 

f  ( 

i( 

May 

0, 

(( 

(( 

(( 

16, 

<( 

( ( 

June 

13, 

(( 

'27, 

(( 

<  ( 

July 

11, 

t  ( 

(( 

<( 

18, 

4{ 

25, 

August 

1, 

15, 
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iStephen  Perkias 
Jacob  rerkius  3^ 
Isaac  Esley 
Aaron  ITovey 
Jacob  Wildes 
Abncr  Hale 
Jacob  D  will  ell 
Jolin  Lampson  3*^ 
Daniel  Lake 
Tho-  Moor 
John  Terkins  JuW 
Eicherd  Cree 
Joseph  Hale  Jud'^ 
Stephen  Symouds 


his  Mary 
"  Rachel 
"  Stephcji 
"  Ivory 
"  Lydia 
"  Lucy 
"  Buth 
"  John 
"  Enos 
''  Hannah 
*'  John 
"  llebeckah 
"  Susanna 
"  I\Iarv 


Widow  Abigail KdAvards  her  IMehetabcl 


Eliczer  Lake  ,Tun^' 
Nathan'^  Smith 
Jficob  Gonld 
Jonathan  Foster 
Solomon  Gould 
Cap*  Israel  Herri  ck 
Wido\Y  Eunice  (?)  Pwi 

iicU 
Daniel  Kimball 
Josci'h  ."Mtijory 
E'Donezcr  Averel] 
J  oh  n  Lr— -Favon V 
Paul  Pricherd 
Iletia  Bacon 

Ipaptized  at  Boxf  ord. 
Decon  Daniel  Gould 
Amos  Yf  ildes 
John  Cree 


his  Ivoberfc 
"  Nathan  11 
"  Elizabeth 
"  Dorcas 
"  David 
"  IVIary 

her  Susanna 
his  Nathanii 
"  Joseph. 
"  Elijah 
"   Amos 
"  Pearley 
*'  Susanna 

"  Lucy 

"  Asa 

"  Elizabeth 


(above  three)  b}'  m^  Chanler  w'  baptized. 


Will"'  Oils 
Kobert  Perkins 
Penj"'  Bay  ley 
Will'"  Hood 
Jacob  Kimball 
Bcnj'"  AVoodbury 
Bartholomew  Dwincll 
Jabez  Towne  Jnn^ 
i\lichael  Chute 

baptized  at  Newbury. 


his  Lydia 
"  Lydia 
"  Susanna 
"  Amos 
"  Benj'" 
"  John 
"  Sarah 
"    Moses 
"  Joseph 


August 

15,  1756 

Septembc 

r   o, 

( ( 

12, 

(( 

19, 

( ( 

a 

October 

3, 

« i 

17, 

(( 

( ( 

u 

31, 

( ( 

( ( 

Novembci 

•28, 

( ( 

c< 

December 

[12, 

(C 

(( 

(( 

(( 

January 

2,  1757 

( ( 

9, 

( ( 

11 

(( 

16, 

February 

27, 

March 

G, 

a 

20, 

April 

10, 

(( 

21, 

May 

29, 

June 

5, 

( ( 

12, 

July 

17, 

(< 

31, 

({ 

(( 

(( 

<( 

August 

7, 

(( 

iC 

i( 

14, 

t  i 

21, 

(i 

n 

(< 

28, 

Septemb"" 

4, 

11, 

25, 


Jft 


.3 


.t^s 
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Joseph  Knight 

his  John 

October 

2, 

1757 

I'anl  Averell 

"  Joseph 

(( 

(( 

Joseph  Hutchinson 

*'  Joseph 

( 1 

(I 

Birasley  Peabody 

"  Bimsley 

(( 

(( 

Aruos  Curtis 

*'  Rachel 

( ( 

( 1 

Daniel  Peabody 

"  Dorothy 

(( 

u 

baptized  at  MiddU 

;ton  (above  six) 

Tbo«  Perldns 

his  Jemima 

(1 

^ 

Capt  Israel  Davis 

"  Israel 

( k 

U, 

John  Peabody 

"  Hannah 

n 

(< 

John  Plood 

"  Eunice 

a 

23, 

John  Grant 

"  Prudence 

n 

( ( 

Tiniotliy  Dorman 

"  Timothy 

^  I 

HO 

Elijah  Porter 

"  Hannah 

Novembei 

G, 

Joseph  Gould 

"  Priscilla 

C( 

13, 

Tho^  Kim])all 

"  Huldah 

December 

4, 

Joseph  Cumings  Jur 

»■         "  Hannah 

Januar}- 

8, 

1758 

Simon  Gould 

"  Elijah 

March 

i>j 

Sarali  Daughter  of 

John  and  Eliza])eth 

Emerson. 

( I 

VA, 

Pelatiah  Cunimings 

his  Pelatiah 

i( 

(C 

Natlian"  Low 

"  Molly 

(( 

20, 

John  Bradstreet 

"  Lucy 

April 

2, 

Stephen  Gould 

"  Eunice 

(( 

« ( 

Knthan'^  Smith 

"  Ruth 

(( 

^, 

^lo^es  PerkiiiS 

"  Tho^ 

(( 

( ( 

Eliezer  Gould 

"  Jcdidiah 

1  ( 

ic, 

Jonathan  Towue 

"  Amos 

(( 

30, 

Jonathan  Bixby 

"  David 

May 

n, 

Baptized  on  a  -sveek  Day  in  y<^  2^^  Parrish  in 
Boxford  in  a  Private  House,  y^  child  being 
sick.     Also  baptized. 
Stephen  Emery  his  Betty 

s'l  Emery  going  in  to  y®  War. 


Sam^i  Phippen 

his  Jonathan- 

■Atwater  " 

21st 

J:imes  Andrews 

n 

Amasa 

(( 

2S'^ 

Stephen  Symonds 

C( 

Martha 

Juno 

4, 

Benj"'  Bixby 

«( 

Enos 

(( 

11, 

John  Baker 

( ( 

Moses 

<( 

25, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

(( 

Abigail 

July 

9, 

Tlur  Dwinell 

(( 

Hannah 

(( 

(1 

Arcliohius  Rea 

il 

.^lary 

August 

20, 

l>:iac  Estey 

(i 

Abigail 

SeptcmbiT 

10, 

•^»'hu  Lampsou  3"^ 

(( 

Abigail 

(< 

l/> 

Joseph  Hale  3^^ 

a 

■  Hannah 

Octo])er 

S, 

"1 
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I 


Eetia  J3acoQ 
Daniel  Kimball 
Stephen  Perkins 
Fuller 

baptized  at  Middleton. 
Jacob  Kimball 
Tho«  Moor 
Tho^Gould  Jiin"- 
Widow  Martha  Dwinel] 
W"  Gallop 
Amos  Wildes 
David  Balch  Jun'" 
Tho^  Kimball 
Zebu  Inn  Wildes 
Deacon  Daniel  Gould 
John  Peabody 
Tho^  Baker  Jun'" 
John  Le— Favour 
Jacob  Gould 
Sam^^  Cummings 
Abraham  Hobbs 
David  Perkins 
James  Burch 
Solomon  Gould 
Joseph  Cummings  Jun"^ 
Abner  Curtis 

baptized  at  Boxford  1*'  chh. 
Tho**  Perkins  his  Kebeckah  June 

y^  last  Child  baptized  in  y«  old  Meeting  House. 
Elijah  Bradstreet  his  Elizabeth 

Eliezer  Gould        ■  "  Aholiab 

baptized  in  Private  y®  Child  apprehended  to 

be  dangerously  ill.^ 

his  Enos 
"   Sarah 


his 

Molly 

(( 

John 

(( 

Abigail 

a 

John 

Mehetabel 

(( 

Elizabeth 

11 

Dorcas 

her  Jonathan 

his 

Amos 

(( 

Dudley 

(( 

Tho^ 

(C 

Sarah 

ii 

Ezra 

<( 

Sam^i 

(( 

Mehetabel 

<( 

Olive 

<( 

Ruth 

<  ( 

Edna 

(( 

Sarah 

n 

Susanna 

(( 

Mercy 

(( 

Jedidiah 

t( 

Ruth 

I  ( 

Mehetabel 

I  ( 

Abner 

October 

^: 

l?o8 

(( 

22, 

Nov**"^ 

12, 

(( 

26, 

Decemb'" 

3, 

C( 

(( 

(t 

(( 

( ( 

10, 

(( 

24, 

January 

7, 

1759 

February 

4, 

<  ( 

(( 

March 

4, 

<( 

11, 

(( 

(t 

April 

1, 

(( 

8, 

IC 

<( 

<( 

15, 

<c 

22, 

(( 

(( 

May 

6, 

( i 

13, 

20, 


3, 


Sam^i  Towne  Jun*" 
Joseph  Gould 
John  Cree 
Daniel  Lake 
W™  Hood 
Benj^n  Bixby 
Joseph  iNIagory 
Benj">  Bay  ley 
Joseph  .Andrew 
Bartholomew  Dwinell 
John  Hood 


"  Cornelius 

"  Henry 

"  Lydia 

'♦  Asa 

'*  Hannah 

"  Mehetabel 

"  Hepsibah 

"  Lucy 

"  John 


i( 

24, 

July 
;o 

16. 

August 

12, 

(( 

26, 

Septem^"^ 

16, 

i( 

23, 

October 

21. 

November 

25, 

(( 

(( 

December 

23, 

Jaimary 

13,  17G0. 

March 


2, 


f  r 
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f 

Tho«  Foster 

his  Mehetabel 

March 

2,  1760 

f 

Eliezer  Lake  Jim'" 

"   Mehetabel 

(( 

16, 

i 

Smitli 

"   Mary 

April 

6, 

I 

baptized  at  Kowley, 

2^  Parrish. 

Bciij'"  Woodbury 

his  Lydia 

u 

13, 

f_ 

Jacob  Perkins  Juii'' 

"   Daniel 

<( 

20, 

t 

Pelatiali  Cumraings 

"   Lydia 

(( 

27, 

> 

Tl'O^  Perkins 

"   Moses 

May 

4, 

i 

Jolm  Lanipson  3^^ 

"   Abigail 

(( 

11, 

," 

Hobert  Perkins 

"    Eobert 

June 

1, 

{ 

W"^  Jewett 

"    Sam" 

( ( 

8, 

Daniel  Averell 

"    Sarah 

(( 

22, 

k 

Ainos  Perkins 

"   Kezia 

August 

3. 

i 

Joseph  Lystia  (?) 

"   Joseph 

(( 

10, 

I 

Enocli  Perkins 

'*    Enoch 

It 

it 

t 

John  Bradstreet 

"   Eunice 

(( 

17, 

i- 

Isaac  Estey, 

"    Hannah 

i> 

(( 

i 

baptized  by  M^'  Holj 

roak  (above  two) 

David  Kenney 

his  David 

September  28, 

baptized  at  Middleton. 
John  Le-Favour  "   "W™ 

baptized  at  Topsfield  by  M"^  Smith. 
Tho^  Howlett  his  Sarah 

Molly  Hoopper,  of  adult  age,  upon  owing   y« 

Gov'  was  baptized  :  also  a 
Negro  Serv*  Child,  named  Dinali,   y^  Master 

and  Mistress  Engaging  to  instruct  s'^cliild  in 

y*^  Christian  Religion. 
Kicliard  Cree  his  Stephen 

Deacon  Daniel  Gould        "   Lydia 


October      12, 
19, 


Jeremiah  Dodge 
Joseph  Towne 
Jacob  Gould 
Jacob  Kimball 
Tho"  Moors 
Dan"  Lake 
Joseph  Gould 
Thos  Baker  Jun*" 
David  Balch  Jun"^ 
Moses  Perkins 


"  Abigail 

"  Elizabeth 

"  Susanna 

"  Jacob 

"  Lois 

"  Jonathan 

"  Mary 

"  Mary 

"  Tho* 

"  David 


December 

28, 

January 

11,  1761 

Febr-v 

1, 

<( 

22, 

(( 

(( 

(( 

ti 

March 

1, 

i( 

22, 

K 

29, 

April 

12, 

it 

t( 

baptized  t)y  nr  llulyoak  (above  three) 
C\'cs;n-,  a  Negro  bi.T van  1  Child,    bi.longing   to 
Sam"  Cumnaiigs  :  y  blaster  *i.  ^Mistress  en- 
gaging toinstiuct  and  bring  up  y'"  child  for 
GOD. 


19, 
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Tho"  Gould  Jun^ 

his 

Anna 

May 

17,  1761 

John  Jacobs 

(C 

Mary 

June 

14, 

Tho"  Dwinell 

(( 

Molly 

July 

2G, 

Jno  Eraser 

(< 

Elizabeth 

August 

IG, 

baptized  at  Byfleld. 

Joseph  Curumiiigs 

n 

Elijah 

Soptemb'" 

27, 

Jonathan  Towne 

(( 

Pheebe 

October 

4, 

Nathau^i  Duston 

(( 

Ebenezer 

(( 

18, 

Arnos  Bayley 

(( 

Ednah 

u 

1  ( 

(C                      t  ( 

(( 

Woodbridge 

(( 

(( 

Amos  Page 

(( 

Parker 

<  ( 

(( 

(C                   (( 

(( 

Abia 

(( 

(( 

Ebenezer  Mitchell 

(C 

Esther 

(( 

(( 

Timothy  Eaton 

(( 

Timothy 

(( 

(1 

baptized  in  Haverhill, 

West  Parish. 

(above  seven) 

Dan"  Kimball 

his  Eunice 

Novb'" 

1. 

Francis  Towne 

1  ( 

Lydia 

Decemb'" 

t', 

W"^  Gallop 

(1 

Enos 

t( 

13, 

Tho«  Howiett 

(< 

Lydia 

(( 

ii 

Davis  Howiett 

i( 

Cornelius 

t( 

27, 

Richerd  Lang 

(( 

Benj-" 

February 

G,  1762 

baptized  at  Salem 

W«^  Hood 

a 

Susanna 

(< 

21, 

baptised  (by)  IM""  Holy 

oak 

. 

Ensign  Solomon  Gould  his  Amos 

(( 

28, 

Stephen  Hovey 

(( 

Aaron 

March 

14, 

Isaac  Perkins 

(( 

Pheebe 

(( 

21, 

Tho=  Foster 

a 

Dan" 

(( 

( ( 

John  Hood 

it 

Sam" 

«< 

28, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

(( 

Bartholomew 

(( 

a 

Tho«  Perkins  Jun'" 

i( 

Dan" 

April 

4, 

Amos  Wildes 

(( 

Jamme 

(( 

11. 

Jn°  Clough 

(( 

Ju« 

( t 

25, 

Tho"  Perkins 

(( 

Susanna 

May 

9. 

Benji"  Bixby 

(( 

George 

(( 

(( 

Solomon  Gould  Jun' 

(( 

Nathan" 

<t 

( ( 

Sam"  Cumraings 

11 

David 

(( 

23, 

Nathau^i  Low 

(( 

Jonathan 

June 

20, 

Robert  Perkins 

(< 

Asa 

(< 

(( 

Dan"  Averell 

<( 

Dan" 

(( 

( ( 

John  Le-Favuur 

1  < 

Sarah 

July 

4, 

Jn-^  Peabod  [y] 

(< 

Ju^ 

(« 

18, 

Jii''  Baker  Jun^ 

(i 

Mary 

(i 

2ii. 

baptized  (by)   M^  Cbanle]* 

. 

it 
ll 
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Tho^  Wildes 

his 

Jacob 

September  26,  1762 

David  Towne 

(i 

Tho" 

October 

17, 

Jeremiah  Foster 

(( 

Joshua 

(< 

24, 

Jacob  Hazeii 

<( 

Jacob 

i( 

({ 

baptized  at  Boxf  ord, 

1st  Parrish. 

Peletiah  Cummings 

his 

.  Mehetabel 

(( 

31, 

Elijah  Clarke 

(( 

Humphrey 

(( 

(< 

The"  Hodgdon 

<( 

Rebekah 

November 

u, 

Joliii  Lamp  sou  Jun"" 

( ( 

Ruth 

(i 

28, 

Deacon  Dan^^  Gould 

(( 

Ruth 

December 

5, 

Eliezer  Lake  Jun"" 

u 

Joseph 

(( 

12, 

Beiij'"  Bayley 

(( 

Benj^ 

(< 

10, 

Isaac  Aver  ell 

(( 

Elijah 

(( 

26, 

David  Balch  Jun"^ 

(< 

Richerd 

January 

2,  1763 

Tho*^  Moor 

(< 

Deborah 

(( 

16, 

Joseph  Gould 

(( 

Emerson 

{( 

23, 

Tho«  Gould  Jun"- 

<( 

Benj"^ 

( ( 

30, 

Jacob  Kimball 

(( 

Priscilla 

March 

13, 

Francis  Towne 

a 

Pheebe 

April 

10, 

John  Jacobs 

C( 

Sarah 

(( 

24, 

W^Hood 

(( 

Moses 

May 

22, 

Joseph  Andrews 

( t 

Joseph 

i( 

29, 

Sara^i  Towne  Jun"" 

(C 

Mary 

June 

19, 

John  Herrick 

«( 

Anna 

July 

31, 

Timothy  ICaton 

(1 

James 

xVugust 

14, 

baptized  in  y^  West  Parrish  in  Haverhill. 

Daii^  Kodciington 

his 

Dan'i 

September 

4. 

Elijah  Clarke 

(( 

Mary 

( ( 

11, 

Richiird  Cree 

a 

Molly 

October 

16, 

Tho«  Howlett 

I  ( 

Elizabeth 

i£ 

23, 

Arch  elans  Rea 

(( 

Uzziel 

November 

G, 

Stephen  Foster  Jun"^ 

(< 

Nathan" 

(( 

(( 

Dan"  Hood 

(1 

Lucy 

(( 

<( 

Dan"  Kimball 

(( 

Dudley 

(( 

27, 

baptized  by  y^  ReV^  m 

*■  Holyoake. 

Nathan  Hood  Jun"" 

his  Nathan" 

December 

i, 

Bartl'olomew  Dwinell 

(< 

Anna 

i  ( 

18, 

Davis  Hovrlett 

n 

]\Iolly 

(( 

(C 

Capf  Tho*  Cummings 

t  < 

Israel 

i( 

25, 

Joseph  Cummings 

it 

Amos 

<< 

*i 

Sam"  Bradstreet 

t  ( 

Sam" 

January 

8,  ITr.-L 

Amos  IVrkhis 

t  ( 

Betty 

February 

12, 

Ste])hen  Hovey 

(( 

Mary 

March 

4, 

Peter  Chever 

(( 

Peter  Osgood 

t  ( 

18, 

baptized  at  Salem. 

• 

t      ' 


.it 


o 


M 

CO 


'.n 


,00 


,>{ 
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Joseph  Perkins  his  Jacob 

Stephen  Townc  Jnn'"  and 
Sarah,  wife  of  Elijah  Dwinell, 
both  of  adnlt  ajje :  also 


March         25,  IV 04, 
April  15, 


John  Le-Favour 
Sam^i  Harris  Jun*" 
Tho^  Perkins 
Tho"  Cuminings  Jnn"^ 
Sam^  Cree  and 
Stephen  Perkins  Jun^ 

both  of  lulult  age 
Tlio^  Perkins  Jun^ 
David  Balch  Jun^ 
John  Baker  Jun"" 
John  Peabody 
Daniel  Lake 
Solomon  Curtis 

b}^  mJ  Chandler 
Jacob  Gould 
Edmund  Towne 
John  Clough 

by  m^  Lcsslie  (above  two) 

I  baptized  at  Newbury-Port 


his  Joseph 
"  Sarah 
"  Danii 
"  Jonah 


"  Israel 

'*  John 
"  Mehetabel 
"  Nathan 
"  Sam" 

'•  Jacob 
"  Edmund 
"  Oliver 


Benjn^  Moody 
Richerd  


Peter  Emerson 
James  Chase 
Enoch  Herrimau 
John  Bradley 

baptized  at  Haverhill  West  Parrish. 


his  Benj™  & 
"  Richerd 
"  Abigail 
"  Sarah 
"  Sarah 
"  Mary 


John  Balch 


Benj"^  Bixby 
Isaac  AvercU 
Tho«  Gould  Jun>- 
Pelatiah  Curamings 
Solomon  Gould 
Dan"  Hood 
Joseph  Gould 
Tho"  xMoor 
"Jolm  Jacol)s 
Nathan  Hood  Jun'' 
Tho-*  Howie  It 
Amos  Porter 


his  Cornelius 
"  Roger 
"  Rcbekah 
*'  Rachel 
"  Joseph 
"  Anna 
"  Sarah 
"  Solomon 
«•  Jacob 
"  John 
"  Tho'= 
"  Ri'bekah 
"  Nathan 
"  John 
♦•  Lydia 


a 
<( 


22, 


<( 

29, 

(( 

( ( 

May 

20, 

<< 

27, 

July 

8, 

August 

12, 

cc 

19, 

<c 

26, 

September  9, 

(t 

23, 

n 

(( 

October 

H, 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

({ 

(< 

(( 

21, 

<( 

(( 

Novembei 

I-  4, 

( ( 

11, 

Decembei 

( ( 

16, 

January 

13, 

1765 

(( 

27, 

1  ( 

( < 

:March 

10, 

a 

17, 

April 

7, 

M 
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Joseph  Perkins 
Tlio^  Perkins 
Joseph  Perkins 
Jacob  Kimball 
Francis  ToAvne 
Nathan'^  Fislvc 
Isaac  Pearl  cy 


his  Anna 
"  Rachel 
"  Anna 
"  Anna 
"  Kcbekah 
"  Nathanii 
"  Isaac 


baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish, 
Tliomas  Eraerson  his  Billy 

Thomas  AYildes  "  Daniel 

baptized  by  nV  Ilolyouk. 
John  Lanipson  Jnn''         his  Sarah 
Stephen  Foster  Jnn'^  "  Matta 

Peter  Chever  "  Sain'^  and 

Archclaus  Hay  ward  "  Archelaus 

baptized  at  Salem   &  m"^  Lesslie  baptized  at 

Tops  Held 
Dan'^  Averell  his  Solomon 

Jacob  Andrews  "  Nathan^^ 

baptized  at  Boxford  & 

nV  Holyoake  baptized  at  Topsfield 


Dan"  Kimball 
Stephen  Hovey 
John  Bradslreet 
Josepii  Andrews 
Abrnham  Hobbs  Jnn"^ 
Thomas  Cummings 
Benjamin  Bayley 
John  Le-Favour 
Sam''  Bradstreet 
Thomas  Foster 
Thomas  Perkins  Jun"* 
Widow  Vashti  Curtis 
Sam"  Towne  Jun"" 
John  May 

John  May 

Deacon  Dan"   Gould 
Sam"  Harris 
Jeremiah  Towne  Jnn"" 
n;!;iii  KoddinLVtou 
Tho"  Perkins 

also  baptized 
Filizabeth  Uohinson  of  adult  age 


his  Joseph 
"  Abigail 
"  Dudley 
"  Salome 
"  Elizabeth 
''  Josepli 
"  Dinah 
"  Amos 
"  Ruth 
'«  Thomas 
"  Hannah 
her  Soh)mon 
his  Elizabeth 
"  Abigail 
"  Elizabeth 
"  John 
"  Moses 
"  Mary 
"  Asa 
"  .liieob 
"  Lydia. 


May 
June 


19,  17G5. 

"2 


<( 

9, 

(( 

<( 

(( 

(t 

(( 

23, 

August 

4, 

it 

11, 

<( 

25, 

I  ( 

(< 

Septemb 

er   8, 

it 


15, 


(C 

(( 

(( 

29, 

October 

13, 

November 

(  c 

(( 

December 

January 

26,  1700 

February 

March 

23, 

(< 

30, 

( ( 

(( 

April 

13, 

May 

25, 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

June 

8, 

tt 

22 

<( 

i( 

July 

fi, 

August 

10. 

October 

12, 

! 
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November 

2,  ITCG 

9, 

it 

16, 

23, 

30, 

<{ 

Mar  eh 

15, 

<i 

22, 

(( 

<( 

April 

5, 

( I. 

12, 

May 

17, 

'' 

CI, 

June 

H, 

<( 

28, 

July 

5, 

August 

9. 

(C 

23, 

"  M  el  le  label 

( i 

(( 

"  Francis 

( ( 

(( 

"  Enos 

(I 

13, 

"  Martlia 

(t 

( ( 

*'  Joseph 

C( 

(( 

"  Lydia 

1  ( 

27, 

'«  Dolly 

Octo 

M'V 

18. 

"  Mriictabel 

Novo 

iiibcr 

2'J, 

"  Kl!j;ih 

J.nmi 

try 

'n, 

17G8 

"  John 

( i 

it 

i                                  Tho^Gonld  Jnnr  his  .Sarah 

I                                  Jacob  Goi^hl  "  j.ois 

Daniel  Ilood  "  R'lth 

Isaac  Ilob!)s  "  Sarah 

Archelans  Ivc;i.  "  Sarah 

Sam"  Perkins  "  Elijah 

Philip  Tiionias  **  Mary 

Philip  Thom, '5 s  "  Francis                        January     25,  1767.           | 

Joseph GoTild  "  Cornelins                     February     1, 

Pelatiah  ('nmniings  "  Isaac                                 "               " 

Daniel  Ave ro.n  "  .loaiina 

Daniel  Lake  "  Bnrah 

Thomas  Fovrlett  "  Mary 

W"  Iloofl  "  Aaron 

Nathan^'  Pcarh3y  "  iNFcheiabel 
baptized  at  Boxford  first  I'arish. 

I                                  BenjanjiuL'arshall  his  T^.Lary 

I                                 Jacob  Goodlnic  "  Anna           ■'■                   "              "                        j 

I                                     ii              a  «;  ]\Iartha                             ''              " 

^                                 Jonathan  Cop;s\vell  "  Hannah                             "              " 

\       .                                    "               u  ii  Bonjatnin                          "               *' 
;                                     baptiA'-'d  at  C]>ebacco,  in  jpswicli. 

j                                 Jotiathan  'J'oAs^ne  his  Jedidiah                            "             24, 

I                                     baptized  i<t  Boxford  11  rst  Parish  ; 

v,V  liov'jy  b;\j)tizcd  at  Tc;);  ■;ti<kl 

!                                 Nathau^^  Fisk  bis  Path 

Johii  Bac'M^M';:' Jiin''  "  L>'iui 

Nathan"  Avcrcll  J uni'  "  Nathan"    Perkins 

I                                 Thomas  Wildes  "  Iluldah 

Sam"  Bradsir<iet  "Elijah 

Isaac  Avercll  "  Isaac 

•                                 Joseph  Perkins  "  Ilcnry 
[                                    baptized  by  m""  Holyoke. 

I                                Jacob  Kimbiill  his  Lucy                            September    6, 
\                                Sam"  Cummings 
Francis  ToAvne 
Nathan"  Hood  Jun*- 
Davis  Ilowlett 
Aaron  Estcy  Jun*" 
i                               Abraham  Hobbs  Jun'' 
Sam"  Perkins 
Robert  I'crkiirs 
Isaac  ]I(>bbs 
John  BatcheUer  Jun'' 


M 


Ik 


,  I 


{V. 


0 
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Jacob  llobbs  his  Jacob 

iclierd  Potter  "  Lydia 

artliolomowDAviuell      "  llriklah 
Baptized  in  Salem,  in  y^*  Chli   y^   belonged 
ye  jiQyi  inr  Hutttington  lately  deceased  : 


February    21,   17C3. 
March  C, 

**  27, 


to 


Benj'"  Teal 
Edmund  Bickford 
Solomon  Gould 
Tho^  Perkins  Jun^ 
Nathaniel  'J'homas 
Thomas  Cumminiijs 
Thonjns  Perkins 
John  Baker  Juu^" 
John  Balcli  Jun'" 
Capt  W"i  Peabody 

baptized  at  Middleton 
Eliezej"  Lake  Jan'" 
Jacob  Towue 


his  Hannah  and 
"  Nathan'^ 
"  xMchetabel 
"  Israel 
"  Esther 
"  Thomas 
"  Zacheus 
"  Thomas 
"  Sarah 
"  Molly 

"  Elizabeth 
"  Jacob 


baptized  by  m^  Holyoke  (above  two) 


his  Sarah 
"  Lois 
"   Elizabeth 
"    Stephen 
"   Ilicherd 

'^  Parrish. 


Joseph  IJood 
John  Lampsou  Jun"" 
Jolm  May 
Asa  Smith 
Richerd  Tenney 

bapti'/.ed  at  KoAvley 

m""  Clianler  baptized  in  Topsfield 

John  Hood  his  KsLlier 

Thomas  Moore  '*  Josiah 

Thomas  Emerson  "  Thomas 

Thomas  Howlett  "  Allice 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parrish. 

Richerd  Cree  his  Joshua 

by  m""  Leslie.  * 

Jacob  Gould  "  Sarah 

Philip  Thomas  "   Dudley 

Joseph  Gould  "    Sarah 

Thoujas  Gould  Jun"^  "    Thomas 

Sam"  Perkins  "    Dudley 

Dan"  Reddini^ton  "   John 

Abraham  Hobbs  Jnn'  "    Salome 

Pelatiah  Cummin^^s  "    Abigail 

Francis  Towue  "    Sarah 
John  DAvincll  of  adult  aLTO 


April 

!7, 

i  ( 

(4 

May 

8, 

(« 

15, 

(( 

22, 

(( 

21), 

June 

19, 

July 


17, 


Bl, 


August        14, 

28, 


September  11, 


(C 

18, 

(t 

(( 

October 

1(J, 

December    4, 


(( 

IS, 

(( 

25, 

February 

5,  17G9 

March 

5, 

<( 

12, 

<« 

(( 

(t 

(( 

(( 

19, 

( ( 

2G, 

Ai)ril 

0. 
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Josepli  Perkins 
Samnel  Towiic  Jun^ 
Isaac  IIobl)S 
Samuel  Bradstreet 
Nathan  HoodJun'" 


his  Jabesh 

"  Allen 

"  Priscilla 

"  Elijah 

"  Thomas 

"  Amos 

"  Joshua 


|-  twins 


David  P>alch  Jun"" 

baptized  by  m""  Ilolyoake. 
Deacon  John  Patch         his  Joseph 
John  P>rown  "   Martha 

Edward  Lampson  "    Daniel 

George  Adams  "   Ilannali 

David  Thompson  "   Jacob 

Ezra  Knowlton  "    Ezra 

Andrew  Dodge  "    Sarah 

baptized  at  Ipswich  ITamlett  (above  seven) 
Benjamin  Bayley  his  Billy 


Samnel  Cree 
Moses  Perkins 
Aaron  Estey  Jun'" 

baptized  by  m'^Lesslie. 
Nathana'^  Fiske 
Daniel  Avercll 
Bartholomew  Dwinell 
John  Clough 


Isaac  Avcrt'll  *' 

Joseph  Hood  " 

Thomas  Moor  '  " 

John  Peabod}''  " 

John  Gonld  Jun'" 
Jacob  Kimball  " 

baptized  by  m""  Holyoke 
Tliomas  Perkins 
Daniel  Il(»od 
John  Batcheller  Jun"" 
Asa  Smith 
Benjamin  Kimball 
Thomas  Cummiiiurs 
Henry  Bradstreot 
Klisha  Perkins 
Arehelaus  b'ea 
Isa:ic  llobl^s 


"  Samuel 

"  Daniel 

"  Hannah 

"  John 

"  Solomon 

''  Lydia 

"  Nathan'' 

"  Ennice 

*'  Moses 

"  Joseph 

"  Josiah 

"  Ebenezer 

"  Nabby 

"  Lvdia 


liis  Reuben 

"  Daniel 

' '  Joseph 

"  Asa 

"  Abraham 

"  Nathan'' 

"  Henry 

'•  I'li^iia 

"  Anna 

"  Isaac 


April 
May 

June 


u 


9,  17G9. 

7, 
28, 

4, 


11, 

18, 

^  I 
It 
n 
( ( 


i  i 

25, 

(( 

(( 

July 

10, 

August 

c, 

cc 

20, 

(( 

27, 

September 

10, 

October 

1, 

<( 

( ( 

<( 

11 

November 

28, 

December 

10, 

(( 

17, 

(1 

31, 

January 

28,  1770 

February    25, 


March 
(( 

April 

June 

July 

August 


18, 
25, 
8, 
24, 
15, 
2** 
19, 
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Eobert  Balcli  his   Hannah 

Stephen  Perkins  Jun^        "    Richcrd 
Jacob  DwJnell  "   Eunice 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish. 
Abraham  T^o^Y  Jun^        his  Abraham 

baptized  at  Line  Brook. 

M'"  Lesslie  baptized  at  Topsfield 


his  Kezia 
"    Ebenezer 
"    Emerson 
"   Ezra 
"    IJannah 
"    Adam 
"   Israel 
"   Edna 
"    Eunice 


Jacob  Gould 

John  Baker  Jun"" 

<  (  ((     (( 

Tljomas  Gould  Jun"" 
Joseph  Perkins 
Daniel  Reddington 
Jacob  Dwinell  Jun' 
Aquila  Wilkins 
Abner  Wilkins 

baptized  at  Middleton  (above  t^'o) 
John  Peabody  his  M0II3' 

Moses  Perkins  "    Anna 

Oliver  Towne  of  adult  age 
Jedidiah  Peabody  his  Mary 

baptized  at  Boxford. 
Thomas  Emerson 
Thomas  Perkins  Jun'" 
Benjamin  Bixby  Jun'^ 
Henry  Brnd«tveet 
Pelatuih  CiMiiniings 

baptized  by  m'"  Holyoake. 
Joseph  Gould  his  Abigail 

Bartholomew'  Dwinell       "    iMical 
Amos  Perkins  "    Sarah 

baptized  by  m' Adams  (above  two) 
Samuel  Clarke  '*    Anna 

Stephen  Towne  Jun""         "    Enos 
Sam"  Bradstreet  "   John 

Cornelius  Baleh  "    Nabby 

Philip  Thonuis  "    Eunice 

Sam^i  Perkins  "    Aiolly 

Daniel  Hood  "   Abner 

Robert  Baleh  "    Robert 

Joseph  Hood  "    Dorcas 

Nathan"  Eiske  "    Lydia 

Asnhel  Suiiiii  •'    Jesse 


I 


twins 


"   John 
"    l^e'j*'''v 
"    Sarah 
"   Nathan" 
"    Abigail 


August        19,  1770. 
September    9, 
23, 

October      28, 


December 

23, 

t( 

(C 

l\larch 

17,  1771 

C( 

(( 

(4 

(< 

April 

7, 

<( 

(( 

ISIay 

12, 

June 

2, 

i  ( 

9. 

July 

21, 

(( 

28, 

August 

11, 

( ( 

25, 

October 

fi, 

i  i 

13, 

i  ( 

27, 

November 

17, 

(( 

a 

D  ecemb'" 

1, 

(( 

15, 

(( 

22, 

( ( 

«( 

February 

2,  1772 

( ( 

16, 

1  ( 

23, 

jNlarch 
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Asahel  Smit]i 


Oliver  Perkins 
Joseph  Andrews 
Beuj">  Kimball 
Abraham  Ilobbs  Juu*" 
Jacob  Kimball 
Isaac  Hobbs 
Isaac  Averell 
John  Curtice 

baptized  at  33oxford,  P'  rarrish.. 
Isaac  Dempsy  his  Frances 

baptized  at  Danvers. 
Asa  Smith  "  Molly 

John  Gould  Jun""  "  Becka 

Molly,  wife  of  Samuel   Page,  &  also   baptized 

their  Child,  Sam" 


his  Priscilla 
**   Joseph 
"    Oliver 
*'    Ephraim 
"    Hannah 
-'  Al)rabam 
"  David 
"  Priscilla 
"  Phebe 
"  Sarah 


March 


8,  1772 


April 

12, 

(( 

(< 

April 

19, 

i  i 

20, 

1771. 

<< 

( < 

May 

3, 

(( 

10, 

17, 


Thomas  Moor 
John  Balch  Jun"" 

Stephen  Perkins  Jun^ 
Dan"  Clarke 


*♦  Sarah 
"  Mehctabel 
"  Martha 
"  Nabby 
"  Elijah 


il 

24, 

1 1 

31, 

June 

28, 

July 

iJ, 

twins 


y^    ordinance    administered   ut  s''   Clarke* 
House  y°  Child    being  dangerously  ill. 


Solomon  Gould 
Joseph  Perkins 
Joseph  lirowj)..^  Jun'" 
Jacob  Dwinell  Jun"" 
Oliver  Perkins 
John  BatchcUer 
Abel  Perkins 
Richerd  Foster 


his  Martha 
'*  Elisha 
"   ;Moliy 
"  Anna 
"  Lucy" 
•*  Anna 
"  Jacob 
"  Dorcas 


baptized  at  Boxford  "first  Parrish. 


John  Peabody 
Thomas  Gould 
Henry  Bradstreet 
Isaac  Dempsy 

baptized  at  Danvers. 
Solomon  Dodge  Jun"" 
John  Lampson  Jun'' 
John  Dwinell 
Sam'^  Cree 


his  Lucy 
"  ]\Iercy 
"  Daniel 
"  Hannah 

"  Amos 
"  Eunice 
"  Esther 
"  Moses    ^ 
"  Moliv      ( 


(( 

12, 

August 

28, 

Se])tenibei 

13, 

October 

11, 

( ( 

i  i 

it 

18, 

November 

8, 

( i 

15, 

(I 

11 

Decemb'' 

c. 

January 

17,  1773 

(( 

i  i 

February 

14, 

Maich 

14, 

April 

11, 

( t 

18, 

(( 

25, 

twins 


May 


'^>, 
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Pelatiah  Cniinnings 
Thomas  Perkins  Jan'' 

by  in^  Lesslic. 
Stephen  Towne  Jiinr 
l^avicl  To^vne  Jun'' 
Moses  I'erkins 


his  Oliver 
"  Thomas 

"  Molly 
*'  Ebenezer 
♦♦  Sarah 


Jane 


July 


A  Negro  servant   Child  Peter  belonglni,'  to  Lieu* 

John  Baker  Jim'' 
Tsaac  Hobbs 
Joseph  Gould 
Sara'i  Brad  street 
Sam^i  Fisk 


his  Elisabeth 
*'  Joseph 
"  Moses 
"  Sam" 


August 


G,  1772, 
13, 

27, 
(« 

11, 


8,  1773. 
29, 


Anna  Towne  of  adult  age 
Dorcas  Towne  of   adult  age 


October      10, 


Benjamin  Kimball 
Kobert  Balcli 
Widow  Sarah  Fiske 
Elnathan  Hubbard 
Kichard  Potter 
Stephen  Perkins  Jun"" 
Nehemiah  Towne 
John  Kca 
John  Perkins  8^ 


his  Mehetabel 

"  Solomon 
her  Sarah 
bis  Mehetabel 

"  Joseph 

"  Aaron 

"  Nt'heraiah 

**  Kuth 

"  Mehetabel 


y*^    ordinance    administered    at    s*^    Perkins 
House,  y*^  Child  being  dangerously  ill. 


Joseph  Hood 
Nehemiah  'i'owne 
Israel  Clark  Jun"^ 


Widow  Sarah  Towne 
John  Gould  Jun"" 
Tho'  Cummin gs 
Cornelius  Balch 
Asa  Smith 

baptized  by  m''  Nathan"  Porter. 
Daniel  Clarke  his  Daniel 


his  Huldah 
*'  Ichabod 
"  Israel 
*'  Anna 
♦'  Sarah 
her  Oliver 
liis  Betty 
"  Daniel' 
"  Kicherd 
"  Hannah 


i  i 

24, 

Novembei 

'  7, 

i( 

H, 

( ( 

C( 

( ( 

(( 

January 

2, 

1774 

(( 

28, 

IMorch 

13, 

( i 

20, 

]\iay 

15, 

22, 
29, 


July  tlio  11"'  1771,  Tlu'  Ko\'>'^  MsTolm  Kinorsoii  De- 
parted (his  Life  Aged  07  years,  live  iiioiilhs,  ;uul  four 
days,     lie  was  Orda'med  Xoveniher  27^''  1728. 


i 
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Daniel  Averill                   liis  IMebctihle  August       21,  1771. 

Abrali.'im  Ilobbs  Jnr.      his  l^j^dia  "               " 

Natli^ipisk                         "Benjamin  *'              " 
I                                   baptized  b}'  M'"  Smith  of  Micldletown. 

Samuel  Comings              His  Sam'^  October       IG, 
By  M'"  Stone  of  TJedhig. 

i                               Joseph  perkins                 his  Elj'  November    C<, 
;                                   by  M'  SAvain. 

I                               Jacob  Gould                        "  Hnidali  March          5,    1775.             i; 

'                               Jacob  Kimball                     *'  Samuel  *«              " 

i                                Dan"  Porter                        "  Nat"  " 

!                              Dan"  Porter                       "  David  '« 

I                               Isaac  Hobbs                        *'  Munson  "              *' 


(<  (( 


Stephen  Perkins  Jnr  "  Prissa 

Thomas  Gould  "   Phebe  "  *' 

Baptized  by  m^  Daniel  P^merson  of  HoUi.s. 
Tho^  Mower  his  Olive 

Stephen  Tov\^ne  Jnr.         "    Joseph 
John  Batcliellor  "   Jacob 

Henry  Bradstreet  "    Rille 

Robert  Balch  "   Sarah 

Solomon  Doge  "    Solomon 

Moses  Perkins,  son  of  Oliver  Perkins  was 

Baptised  [Jany  M,  1776.?]  I 

Joseph  Emerson,  son  of  Thomas  Emerson  Avas  i 

Baptised  Jan-^  M,  177G.  j 

Betty  Cummings,  Daughter  of  Palatiah  Cum-  | 

mings  was  Baptised  <c  «» 

Peggy  Eurner,  Daughter  of  M^ Furner 

was  Baptised 
Sarah  Kimball,  Daughter  of  Beuj'"  Kimball  was 

Baptised 

Joseph  Towne  '  his  Lydia  [March         3,  177G.]  I 

Jacob  Dwinell  Jun"^  "    Mehetable  [March         3,  177G.]  j 

Baptised  By  M""  Mauassah  Cuttlar  of  IpsMich  [ 

Hamblet.  j 

John  Dwinell  his  John  March         3,  1776.  i 

David  Towue  Jun'-  "   Sarah  ♦*  '*  t 

John  Perkins  3^  "   Melietable  "  "  j 

By  1S\'  Cuttlar.  | 

^Asa  Smith  "    Mauassah  iMay  5, 

By  M""  Erisbe  of  Ipswich. 
Stephen  Foslor  jun''         his  N:d)l>y  July  7,  ; 

Samnel  Eisk  "   Ezra  **  '♦  | 

By  ^.l"-  Nathaniel  Porter. 

! 
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Thomas  Perkins,  jiin"'    liis  Samuel 
Jolin  Balcli  *'    John 

Samuel  Cree  "   Joseph 

By  M''  George  Laslee  of  Lime  Brook. 
Daniel  Clark  his  Daniel 

I  [s]  aac  Ilobbs  "   Samiel 

By  M*"  Levi  Frisbe  of  Ipswich. 
Thomas  Cummings         his  John  Bordnian 
John  Dwincl  "   Mahctabell 

Daniel  Porter  "Sarah 

By  the  Key'"!  M^  Dane  of  Ipswich. 
Nathaniel  Fiske  his  Moses 

Joseph  Hood  "    Bettey 

By  tiie  rev^  MJ"  Lesslie. 
Jacob  Kimball  his  Benjamin 

by  the  rev"*^  M'  Spring  of  !N^ewbiiry. 
Andrew,  son  of  Stephen  Towne,  Jun^ 
Ruth,  Phebe,  and  William 

Children  of  ^yilliam  Estie. 
Azariah,  son  of  Natlianiei  Averel  Jun^ 
Jessee,  Son  of  John  Perkins  of  Boxford 
Betty  Davghter  of  Palatiah  Cummings 
Hannah  Davghter  of  Abraham  Hobbs  Jun"" 
Mary  Davghter  of  David  Towne  J'' 
Susanna  Davghter  of  Isaac  llobbs 
William  Son  of  Oliver  Perkins 
Lucy  Davgter  of  Daniel  Hood 

All  Baptized  in  one  day  by  the 

rev^d  m^  Holyoke  of  Boxford. 
Ebenezer  Peabody,  Son  of  John  Peabody 

Baptized  by  W  Manassa  Cutler  of  Ipsmch 

Hamblet. 
Daniel  Clarke  his  Elijah' 

Samuel  Perkins  "    Ezra 

John  Dwinel  "   Esther 

Benjamin  Hobbs  "    Daniel 

Baptized  by  the  ReV'i  M""  Wadsworth  of 

Danverse. 


September  15,  177G. 


Philip  Thomas 
Ebenezer  Goodhue 

Baptized  by  y-'  Rev 

Dan  vers. 
Oliver  Perkins 


his  Philip 
"   Ebenezer 
"J  M"-  Wadsworth  of 

his  Lois 


December     1, 


May 


4th,  1777^ 


(( 

<( 

(( 

{( 

August 

24, 

if 

t( 

February      9,  1778. 


April 

12 

(( 

(( 

November  8*^ 


April        25t»i,  1779. 


July 


July 


27th 


4th 
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I  Elie'/,cr  LakoJun^  hi.s    Clic/.or  July  4'!^  1779. 

B}'  the  Rev"  M-  jjaivi  of  ipsnich. 
John  Batchclitr  h'-s  .linvob  August       ?4^'' 

by  the  Rev"^"  iVf  Lcsslie  of  Lync  IVrok 

Parrish  in  Ips',vich. 
ISMac  Hobbs  his  lioiui'liiy  September  5''' 

David  Hobbs  "   Luiy 

By  yc  Kev'''^  ?.!'■  Aiiains  of  Haverhill. 
William  Estie  his  Dcbi^e  November  7'^ 

by  the  I?cv"^'  W  Cutler  oi  Ip^;v^:cl;  Hamblet. 

]ie^^  Dniiic!  Breck,  the  iiUli  })astor  of  llic  Cliurch  in  \ 
Topsiicld,  Avas  ordained  Ic  the  Charge,  tlie  17^'^  of  No-  ! 
vember,  1779.  f 

i 

Note.  Thi.'-..  iiirlmiHs  i\\\  lue  l.Kti.lir^ius  to  rhe  time  of  the  <n-din;ttion  of  Itev.  Mr.  ] 
Breck. — J^ditor. 


Simon    l>i>'Ai>«'n{KK'r,   (\ha>nial  (icjvkknoIv'. 
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Secicta-ry'B  Rex^orL 


Another  aonujil  nieetiDg  must  re- 
mind this  society  that  the  dignity  of 
years  is  bcginniDg  to  surround  its 
svork,  that  while  our  chosen  field  is 
the  collection  and  pieseivition  of  the 
history  and  autiqiiitie:>  of  our  town, 
all  the  while  as  a  society,  we  are 
creating  history  and  |)criorDii)ig  a 
duty  whlcli  will  not  be  forgotten 
when  the  stor}^  ol  joptificid  is 
related  to  future  generations. 

The  relics  and  curiosities  we 
collect  today  illustrating  the  life  and 
customs  of  former  year^.,  with  each 
passing  cycle  obtain  a  new  signifi- 
eauce  and  greater  historical  value. 
Today's  object  of  .small  concern 
becomes  tomorrow  a  thing  of 
moment  or  curious  intcref^L.  But  of 
greater  and  more  lasting  value  is  the 
work  being  performed  by  the  society 
iu  placing  upon  the  prljUed  page  a 
chronicle  of  historical  and  bio<^^raph- 
ical  matU']'  relating  io  Topslicld. 
Data  perchance  fouud  eniy  in  the 
neetinc 


nicMiOiiCS       Oi 


DOVv 


iiviug,  or  compiled  fronj  fragments 
vridely  scattered. 

The  past  year  has  seen  the  be- 
ginuiug  of  an  important  work  ;  the 
J'eproduetion  in  type  of  the  records 
of  the  town.  Co|)i'..^^  from  the 
clerk's  book  of  original  records  from 
the  earliest  times  until  the  year  1684 
have  been  carefully  and  exactly 
made  and  are  reproduced  in  the 
first  52  pages  of  the  volume  of  His- 
U^rical  Co] lections  for  the  past    year. 

The  work  should  be  continued  in 
^he  coming  volumes,  and  carried 
^01  ward  as  extensively  and  elaborate- 
^v  as  the  fun.ds    of    the    society    will 


allow,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask 
that  the  town  should  in  a  degree 
share  in  this  expense.  Rowley, 
Manchester  and  Beverly  have  print- 
ed their  early  records,  and  seveial 
other  towns  in  the  county  have  been 
to  great  expense  in  having  duly 
certliJed  copies  made  of  valuable 
rccofcls  rapidly  becoming  illegible 
through  the  ravages  of  tune. 

If  not  at  the  coming  town  meeting, 
perhaps  at  some  future  time  the 
matter  should  be  brought  before  the 
town  for  its  consideration. 

The  past  year  has  shown  a  very 
successful  growth.  i'he  member- 
ship has  grown  from  a  total  of  94 
at  our  last  annual  meetiug  to  139  at 
the  present  time.  A  large  propor- 
tion uf  this  increase  comes  from 
those  living  without  the  bounds  of 
the  town.  Former  residents  or 
historians  interested  iu  obtainnig  our 
volume  of  historical  collections  in 
exchauge  for  the  membership)  dues. 

This  method  of  enlarging  our  rolls 
should  be  encourao;ed  durincr  the 
coming  year.  Tne  annual  fee  of 
fifty  cents  is  small  and  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  value  of  the 
collections. 

At  the  regular  meeting  iu  Febru- 
ary, Rev.  0.  8.  Butler  of  Georgetown 
lectured  before  the  society  on  the 
History  of  the  American  Flag.  With 
that  single  exception,  members  of 
the  sociel}'  have  prei)ared  the  his- 
torical papers  which  have  been  read 
at  each  regular  meeting,  several  of 
them  appearing  in  tho  volume  of 
collections. 

On    tiie    18th    of   June     :\     highly 


:;  vin 

I  successful  field  meeting  was   held    at  membership  for  noii  payment  of  dues.  1 

I  ''The  Colleges,"    the    Danvers    His-  Beyond  a  suggestion  that  an  effort  | 

I  torical     Society,    and     the     History  be    made    to     suitably     encase     our  j 

1  Class    connected     with     the     Essex  growing    collection     of     relics     and  I 

I  lustitnto  being  represented  on  invita-  curiosities    now    at    the    Town   Hall,  ] 

j  tion  from  this  society,  your     secretary     hiis      nothing      to  1 

!  Over  laO  persons  were  present  and  recommend  save  a  spirit   of    enthusi-  ] 

I  heard    with    interest     an     historical  asm  on  matters  historical.      Enlarge  | 

i  sketch  on  the  locality    read  by    Miss  the  membership    and    speak    a    gooci  ] 

I  Gertrude  Bradstreet,  and  speeches  by  word  for  the  society  when  inspecting  * 

I  Pres.  Allen  and    I)i'.    A.    P.    Putnam  a  relic  of  the  town's   life,    remember-  \ 

J  and  other  members    of    tijf;    Danvers  ing  that  many  an  attic  in    town    still  i 

I  Historical  Society.  conceals  treasures  that    should     find  ? 

]  We  have    lost    three    members    by  their  way  into  our  collections.              j 

i  death,  .Mrs.  Louisa  Leach,  Capt.    R.  Respectfulh'  submitted,          I 

\  B.  Pray  and  Amos   T.    Fiske,    while  Geo.  Frs.  Dow,      | 

■  two  others  have  been    dropped    from  Secretary. 


I 


IX 


T[^reaBtJ.rer's   Report 

For  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1896. 


Receipts. 

Bal.  on  hand,  Jan,  1.  1896 
Annual  dues 

Historical  Collections,  sold 
Cloth  bindings 


Payments. 

$     .30   Printing  Collections 
57.50   Printing  Baptismal   Records 
7.00   Printiuo  Postals  and  Tickets 
3.00   Bindino;  Collections 
Donation,  Members  of  Society   23.75-  Postal  cards  and  postage 
Donation,  George  L.  Gould  2.50  Use  of  electrotype 

Field  meeting,  carriages,  etc. 
Expressing,  stationery,  etc. 
Lecturer's  expenses 


$94.50 


Balance  on  hand 


$35.25 

8.00 
4.00 
9.25 
4.93 
1.00 
4.81 
1.47 
.28 

$68.99 
$25.06 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 

Treasurer. 


t 


X 


]3oria.tioriefor  tlie  year  ending  IJec.  31,  i8q6. 


Averill,  Sidney  W. 

Bomer,  Mrs.  CfiroHueE.,  Ipswich 

Dodge,  John  H. 

Dodge,  Wm.  Ladd 

Dow,  EugcDe  M. 

Dwinell,  Esther 

Fitts,  Rev.  James  H.,  NewfieldB,  N,  H. 

Foster,  Edwin  O.,  Salem 

Gould,  Andrew 

Gould,  Esther 

Harriman,  H.  N.,  Georgetown 

Haven,  Mrs.  Theodore  W.,  Glasco,  N.'  Y. 

Kalker,  William,  Newburyport 
Kneeland,  C.  A.  8. 
Lake,  Otto  E. 
Merriarn,    Henry  G. 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Peabody,  Helen.  8t.  Louis,  Mo, 
Perkins,  \Villiain 
Fray,  Mrs.  Caroline   E. 
Stevens,  Albert  W. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Natb.,  Boxford 
Smith,  Mrs.  Calvin,  Boxford 
Wells,  Catherine 


Library. 
1 
4 


12 
1 
1 
1 
S 


1 
8 
1 
1 
5 


36 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  G.  Wabren  Towne, 


Cabinet. 
14 


1 

1 
77 

1 
1 


104 


Curator. 


XI 

Necrology  for  1896. 

Louisa  (Morgan)  Leach  was  bom  at  Manchester,  Mass.,  Nov.  23,  1816, 
and  died  at  Topsfield,  Feb.  6,  1896.  She  was  the  dauo^hter  of  Isaac  and 
Saloroe  (Brown)  Morgan.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  Thomas  K. 
Leach  of  Wenham  May  2,  1836.  Five  children  were  born  to  tbem  ;  Mary 
Ann,  who  mra-ried  Lafayette  Batchelder  and  lives  in  Wenham ;  Sarah 
Kimbali.,  v/ho  married  Isaac  M.  Woodbur}'  and  lives  in  Topsfield;  Martha, 
who  married  Mosea  N.  Hoardman  and  lives  in  Georgetown ;  Charles 
iloaley,  w'iio  married  Mary  A.  WiTKius  and  lives  at  the  homestead  and 
I^.Lartha  Lonisa  who  died  when  a  child. 

Mrs.  Leach  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Society  and  the  author  of  the 
article  on  tlie  trial  of  Elizabeth  P.  Bradstrect  printed  in  Vol.  I,  of  the 
Historical  Collections.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  TopsHeld  in  1839,  and  ever  maintained  an  exemplary  christian  character. 
Of  retentive  memory,  her  reminiscences  of  early  life  were  of  great  interest 
and  a  iourrral  of  events  kept  by  her  for  many  years  will  be  of  much  value 
to  the  historian. 


l"'  RuEL  Benton  Pkay  was  born  at  Salem.  Mass.,  April  18,  1838,  and  died 
iit  Tonsacld,  Oct.  G,  189G.  Me  was  the  son  of  Kuel  and  Mehitable  (Kender) 
I  I'ray.  Receiving  his  education  in  the  public  selnK^ls  of  Salem,  while  vet  in 
'  bis  teens  be  enlisted  in  the  merchant  marine  and  served  as  sailor,  mate  and 
I  captain.  He  made  a  voyage  around  the  world  with  Capt.  Lewis  F.  Miller 
I  of  Salon  He  also  served  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland  previous  to  tbe 
;  Civil  wjir,  being  stationed  off  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  The  first  man  to 
I  enlist  from  Danvers  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war ;  was  provost 
|,  marshal  at  Baltimore,  Sept.  1861  ;  1st  lieutenant,  Dec.  19,  1861  ;  was 
I  disabled  in  Aug.  1863  and  resigned.  March  4,  1864  he  was  mustered  into 
I  the  Navy,  serving  as  master's  mate  or  ensign  on  U.  S.  S.  Savannah, 
I  Algonqiun,  Young  America,  Wilderness,  ChicojUH^.  Queen  and  Sarsacuss. 
|-  After  the  war  he  engaged  in  journalism,  editing  newspapers  in  Salem, 
r  and  Marlboro.  He  wfisone  of  the  projectors  of  Tiik  Topsfield  Towns:man. 
I  For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  cigar  business  at  Danvers. 
l'  He  was  prominent  in  G.  A.  R.  circles  and  much  interested  in  the  public 
1;  school  system. 

iJ-      October  28,  1860,  he  married  Caroline  E.  daughter   of  William  and  Sally 
*>allup  of  TOnsTu'ld.     Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
and  William  G. 
^        Mr.  Pray  wns  a  charter  member  of  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 


I  XII 

I  Amos  TEr.^NY  Fiskk  was    yoX  a  yoivng  man  when  he  died  Nov.    19,  1896.  | 

i  He  was  a  charter  mcmlnir  of  the  society.     The  son    of   John    and    Adeliza  } 

I  Minerva  (Pike)  Fiske  he  w;i8  born  in  'lopsfield,  June  IG   1870.  j 

I  For  seve^'ai  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Balch  Bros,  subscription  book  \ 

I  publishers  l)uL  in  the  sprlijg  of  1895  he  cmbra'ked  in  the  retail  shoe  business  j 

I  in  Topsficld.     Until  his  d'->alh  he    was    active  in  church  v/ork.      A    member  j 

'  of  the  Congregatiojial  so^ticty    and   president   of    the    Y.  P.  C.    R.    society  * 

;  connected  u'ith  the  church. 
1  He  was  never  married. 


'l 


THE 

EARJLY     RKCORDS 

OF   THE 

TOWN    OF    TOPSFIELD, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


TRAKfJOniBED  BY  GeO.  FrR.  DOW 


■f 


The  first  boo\:  of  orij'-inal  clerk's 
records  no-s,'  iu  existence,  begins 
with  the  year  1675.  That  a 
record  was  kept  during  the  previous 
twenty-five  years  beginning  with 
1650,  the  date  of  incorporation,  is 
proven  by  the  following  extracts 
from  the  clerk's  records  :  — 

**At  a  lawfuU  meeting  7  march  75- 
76  it  is  ordered  that  the  selact  men 
shall  see  that  the  olde  book  the 
tovvne  book  shall  be  trancseribed  into 
the  new  book  and  that  the  laud  on 
the  south  sid  the  Reuer  that  wris 
layed  out  by  deiilsiuns  to  the  seueral 
inhabetants  the  selact  men  shall  see 
that  ther  lots  bo  Recorded  according- 
as  tha  ware  lade  out  voted. 

At  a  lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82.  The  Towne 
has  Voated  that  ye  old  Towne  Booke 


I 

shall  bo  Trancribed  \\\  to  ye  new  ] 
Towne  Booke  all  that  is  needfull  to  | 
be  don  &  that  is  not  all  redy  don.         | 

Voated.   -' 


Geo.  Frs.  Dow 


Liiut  pebody    &   .John    Gould   are  I 

Chosen    to    Trancribe      all    ye    old  \ 

Towne  booke  in   to  ye   ne^\'e    Towne  | 

booke  as  is  Needfull  to  be  don  X 

Voated."  \ 

These  earlier  records    were   trans-  J 

cribed  from  time  to  time  into    ''the  \ 

new  book,"  and  are  found    incorpo-  \ 

rated  in  the   records    of   the    current  | 

years  of  1675  to  1683.     In    the    fol-  1 

lowing  copy  T    have    nrrnnfrcd    these  \ 

fragments    in     chronolouical    order,  | 
greatly  regretting  their    incomplete- 
ness. 


ACTS 


OF    THE 


genp:ral  court  concerning  topsfield. 


••Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  »Salem 
have  agreed  to  plant  a  village  neare  tbe 
ryvcr  w'ch  ruDs  to  Ipswich,  it  is  ordered, 
that  all  the  laod  neare  their  bounds,  be- 
tween Salem  &  the  said  rj^ver,  not  be- 
longing to  any  other  towne  or  pi^rsou,  by 
Ruj'  former  ^rant,  shall  belong'  to  the 
said  vilhigc." 

Mass.  Colooy  Records. 

5  Nov.  1639. 


"Wh^^reas,  at  the  Co'rt  hotilden  at  Bos- 
ton the  4th,  7th  mo.  1639.  there  was  cer- 
taine  laud  lyini:  neare  Ipswich  ilyver 
granted  for  a  village,  eitti'r  to  some  of  the 
luhahitants  of  "^alem,  or  to  S"me  of  the 
inhabiianis  of  Ipswich,  who  have  farmes 
near  unta  iht- said  land,  to  bee  euioved 
by  th-'se  who  i;  yt  ?■  tiled  a  villii,'*^  tht-re; 
they  b<>th  propoundini;  for  it  tog-^ih'r; 
hows'iev'r  the  ord'r  mentiont^tli  only  Sa 
iotn  inh  iiiiiaius,  &.  IbraMiinch  as  tiit^  snid 
hihabitatits  ot  Ip.>wich  have  for  neare 
this  two  years  procured  S<.  niaiutaiued 
one  to  dispeuee  ihc  word  of  God  unto 
them,  w'ch  ihty  intend  to  continue,  it  is 
th-refO'C  ordeied  &  yiranted,  that  Mr. 
Jno.  Et  decott  &  the  said  itjhabitauts  of 
Ipswich,  viz.,  Mr.  Bradstreete,  Mr.  Sy- 
ni'.nds,  Mr  Whittingham,  .Mr.  William 
Paine,  Mr.  Robert  Paine,  &  such  oth'r  of 
Ipswich  or  Saleui  as  they  shall  associate 
to  themselves,  shall  have  lib'rty  to  settle 
a  village  neaie  the  said  ryver  of  Ipswich, 
as  it  may  bee  most  couveuient  for  them, 
to  w'ch  the  foresaid  laud  shall  belong, 
viz.,  all  that  w'ch  lieth  neare  the  .^aid 
ryver  (not  formerly  iirauted  to  any  towne 
or  person),  provided  that  any  of  the  in- 
habltant.s  of  Salem,  who  have  farmes 
aeare  unto  the  said  land  now  granted, 
^hall  have  liberty  for  one  yeaie  next 
<-'omaing  to  ioyue  Vt'ith  the  said  village." 
Mn'^s.  Colony  liecords. 

17  Oct.  1643. 


"Upon  Zacheus  Goulds  petition,  it  is 
conceived  to  be  for  the  gen'rall  good,  & 
very  convenient,  there  should  be  a  vil- 
lage about  that  farmc,  &,  that  the  towne 
of  Ipswich  should  further  them  therein." 
Mass.  Colony  Records, 

22  May  164 4. 

"Forasmuch  as  ys  Co'rt  hath  form'rly 
granted  yt  yr  should  he  a  village  unou 
Ipswich  Ryver,  at  or  neare  a  place  called 
ye  New  Mrdowes,  &  forasmuch  as  c'rtcine 
of  ye  inh;;bitants  of  Ipsvvich  who  have 
farmes  improved  necr  yrunto,  &  do  d--- 
sire  yt  a  minist'r  inighi  be  settleed  \r  to 
dispeuee  ye  word  lo  ye  present  inhabit- 
ants &  such  uih'rs  as  shall  plant  ym- 
selues  at  ye  said  vili.ige,  whom  yet  not- 
w'lhstatidirii:  they  are  no  waves  ahle  in 
auv  c  itpfortable  raaun'r  to  mainetaine  a 
minister,  &■  lo  defray  oth'r  necessary 
changes  of  j^e  place,  if  w'thall  they  should 
be  lyable  to  au  other  rates  &,  publike 
char,;es  of  ye  towne  of  [p-wieh. 

This  Co'rt  doth  thert  ibre  hereby  order, 
yt  either  ye  whole  towne  of  ipswich  i^h/dU 
equally  contribute  (vv'lh  such  oth'r  in- 
habitants as  have  hinds  in  or  neeie  ye 
said  villasife)  to  ye  mainteneuce  of  a  min- 
ister, &  all  other  publike  charges  ii:ci- 
aent  t'<  such  a  village,  or  else  ye  foresaid 
inhabitants,  yt  havt:  lands  neer  ye  said 
villaiie,  &  shall  contritiute  to  ye  main- 
tenance of  a  minister  u*,  &  oth'r  neces- 
sary charges,  shalbe  freed  from  all  man- 
ner of  rates,  charges,  or  contributions  to 
ye  towne  of  Ipswich  for  yr  land  or  stock 
in  or  belonging  to  ye  said  village." 
Mass.  Colony  Records, 

1  Oct.  1645. 


"The  Co'rt  haveing  consid'red  of  ye 
great  expence  of  time  occasioned  by  sev*- 
rall  persons  bringing'  tluii'  suites  to  ye 
Co'rt  to  be  tryed  here,  thiuke  it  ineete 
that  Captain  Smyth    should    pay   twenty 


nobles  for  Ocfrayiii!':  ye  char^t.e  of  ys 
Co'rt,  &  ye  to^vdo  of  ipswich  &■  ye  peti- 
lioi^'rs  of  ye  iscvi'o  Mcdows  shoiiid  p-fv  5t 
for  ye  time  M'.eir  Cduse  tooke  up  in  ys 
Co'rt,  Ufiy  shi !!',$>•;:'  yc  tov/ne,  &.  finy  shil- 
I'gs  ye  pet-it'o -'!-.." 

Moys.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oc.  1C45. 


Petitioa  to  tbc  G;iitcra.i  Court, 

"Woe  Runib]y  Intrsale  tlvl.'^  hoiiored 
Couit  thrxt  yo'j  wold  bee  plca^'.^d  to  be- 
r/iov/c  II  nanio  Vp  ;ii,  oure  Viii:ip;G  at  the 
new  medo-v<-;.s  ai  JpswicD  VVtiich  wee 
yoppose  rnuy  beo  mii  Incoraj-^ment  lo 
oihers  to  C'Jiiic  to  line  amongst  vs  :  and 
aisoc  a  meaner  to  further  a  miuisiry 
nra  )ngst  vs  wee  thinke  ht-mpstc -d  wile 
bee  a  fit  name  if  the  Court  ple.-'c  to  ,'irat" 
iiie  \8  berewiib. 


Mas: 


Will  Payne, 
Brian   Fendloton, 
Zacheous  Guold." 

Archive;^,  112.  ?y. 


(The  deputies  jaantcd  this  petition, 
but  thij  magistraie.--;  .^et  the  action  aside 
and  thouglu  fit  "it  should  be  caMed  Top- 
pesfield.'-'  To  tlils  decision  the  lower 
court  then  f';r;rev^K     G.  F.  D.) 


"The  vilLi^e  nt   the  newe   raedowes  at 
Ipswich  is  named  Toppesfeild." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oct.  1C4S. 


"Vppon  the  request  of  those  whom  it 
raost  coDcernes,  the  viliajie  at  the  New 
Mcddo'-Tcs  at  Ipswich,  shalbe  henceforth 
called  Toppesfeild." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

27  Oct.  1648, 


"In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Top-feihl  it  is  ordered  hy 
this  Court  that  from  hencefoith  they 
shalbe  a  towne  &  have  power  within 
themselves  to  oider  all  civiu  affayres,  as 
other  townes  haue." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

16  Oct.  1650. 


"In  ans'r  to  the  requfst  of  Zacheus 
Gould  and  William  Howard,  in  theb'halfe 
of  Top-feild,  the  Court  doth  sraunl  that 
Topsfeild  shall  from  hencef(»rth  be  a 
towne,  and  haue  power  within  themselus 
to  order  all  civil!  affajres,  as  other  townes 
haue." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oct.  1650. 


^x- 


'^mp3^^' 


rOPSi^IKJUI)   TOWN    }?F.CORI3S. 


':  marked  trees  by  ti  rock    towards   the 

;,  ICst  and    a  iieek  of   Ivaml    CoiiiDioiiiy 

t  Called  Cnnnwoly  neck  westwardly  of 

c  the    said    trees    marked    and     from 


I               March  25,  1(159.                                Joseph  Kuchensou,         John  Wildes,  \ 

I           Wee  hose  names  are  Vnder  Wrig-                       William  p:uans.  | 

hen  being  Chor;en  and    Trapowred  by        ^^t  A  Ln^-full  Townc  tneetino;  the  3  j 

;  the  Inliabitancs  of  Salain  and  Tops^-    f^^^V  o^"  ye  i^  m  1659  it  is  ordrcd    and  j 

I  feild  to  rnne    the    six   miles    Extent   ^^  g^-eed  Vpon  that  Mr.  Perkins    shall  j 

I  and  also  the  deuisionali  Line  betvvene    ^^^^^^^  rUfteeno  acres  of    Land    rnedo^v  j 

[  the  two    Towues    haue    thus    agreed   ^^^icl  V'niand  Lying  on   the    south  side  j 

;  and    determined,     namlv     that    wee    of  a  hill  Common'y  Caled  bare  hill  the  i 

i  bane  rnne  the  six  miles  Extent  Ypon   Vpland  of  the  said  Land    is    by    way  \ 

I  the  nore  west    and    by    nore  W^hich   of  exchnng  with  ye  Towne  for  a  per-  \ 

\  ends  in  the  edg  of  a  Swamp    of  John    cell  of  Vplr.nd    Lying    betwene    Mr.  ; 

!  putnams    Conionly    Called  the   great    Perkins  ilield  and   Mr.    Haker    house  j 

I  ashing  Swamp  next  Vnto  a  hill  Com-    ^^nf^  ^^^o  a  pereell  of    swampie    Land  ! 

I  only  Called  by  the  name  of    Walinnt   aJoyneing  to    Mr.    Perkins    flield    at  j 

1  tree  hill  neere  Viito  perie  Wiggwamb    'lonn?                                             Voated.  j 

I  :ind    from    tlu-.nee    hane    thus    fare         v  *      i      r   i  -n                   *•          ^  i  i  '• 

I                 1     TT           .1          1     •  •        ti  V  ■             At  a  hiwiul    iowne  nieetnjg   \e  1-1  ; 

,'  agreed     Vpon     the     deuisionali  l^me      p  t     wz-i        r\ri  %  "k^^o 

F  ,B,  .  ,         ^    ^,  ^  XX7    ^    ,     ^     ^1       oi    march    1()61.      Wheioas    Zaeheas 

i  Which  runs  honwest  Westerly  to  the   ^      \t    .     -n                  .•        •     *-  u  ..,  ' 

. ,      ^,  1      ^,  n   J     I       .1       Gould  at  a   Lowue  lueetnio-    m  tebru- 

I  riverside    Commonly    Called    bv  tln^         .,.,  ,,. -o    i    i  <.,        •             •.  ;  .   .uv  * 

t                   ^.  ,         .   ,       y         ,.r^         ^Atr       -I'v  26  1  Oo8  ded  then  loyne    linnselie  { 

I  name  ot  Ipswicn    riner    Where    \Vee       n.    i  •        ...  r'X  -^  ^  -Vr.^^ 

i             1     1  .         1               1     ^          1     ^,       with  his  estate  to  ve  Iowne  ot   Lops-  I 


Held  for  staien  veers   or  terme    of  his  I 

life  or  V)it.^ll  a  minister  lu'   setled  in  i 

Rowley  V^ihigf;  doth  now   at  a  Towne  I 

moetin<»-  iiiue  in  his    feirme    of    three  j 


thence  sonwest  one  mile  and  a    (suar-  ,        .1  1  •  1     i       u.  .r.\i     -.? 

,  ,  ,-..11  hundred  nei'es    which    he    bou2;nt    or 

ter  and  so  on  a(*cording   to    the    rule  ,,      ..r-n-        t,  •       ...  1  ' .    1;,.  .       I 

,,     .  ,f        ,  I     r^     J  .1  -^ii'-  Nvnliam  Paine  that  lie    now    bus       i 

that  Mr.    Joseph    Gardner    rune  the  ^r  4.-1.       c  ^  ^  ^.i         ■  i    v^.iw.^o       ' 

P  .,.     .\       ,,  r  •  ^    r  Vpponto  iopsfield  the  said   Zncheas       ;. 

aforesaid  deuisionali  Lme,  and    from  r-<      1  i     i       +1  4      a  .i-u    f,^v 

,,       .        .,  .      ^    ,  I    *i  Gould    by    these   i)resant5    doth    ior 

the  six  miles  extent   toward   tlie  nor  ,.        ^^    t-     -c^       /  ^  \  1  ^;.,;-.f,... 

„  ,        ,     ,  •.     •      1         11         1  himself e  his  Kxcetutors    Admmistia- 

est    esterly    as    it    is    bounded    and  ,  .  •       •     +i         ^    ..  ..ia 

,     ,      -^       .,  1  ,  ,  tors  or  asignes  gme  m  the    arorcsaia 

marked  one  mile  and  a  quarter    end-  ,.  •   .  ^i  3    ^n  fr.,.    <..,  .r 

•         ,  ,         ,  .,,  /^^  ,,    T  ^,     .^,  tarme  into  the  sad     Fowne    for    euer 

mg  at  a  swamp  by  a  hill  Called  Smith       ...      ,,  ,,         •     \    ^  3      .  ,,,.tir, 

,  -n        ,  „  [,    -^        ,  -,    ^,         ^  with  all  the  ])riueledges  and   apurtin- 

hiU  and  from  thence    toward   the  est  ,,  .     1    1        • 

,        ,.       ,^  I  .,,  X7    ,  ances  thereunto  belonging, 

norest  ending  Viiou  a    hill  neer  Vnto  y.^.  ,       1    r,     ;         /•-'^..ni 

^.r,      ,  rT'      ^  1^1  W  itnes  my  hand,  Zaeheas  Gould. 

NVhenhain   Casway,    and    so    toward  -  Voated 

the  est    and    by    nore    one    hundreds 

rods  ending  at  wenham    medow  side.        At  a  lawfull  Towne  meeting  the  14 

Thomas  Putname,  of  the  10  m  IGGl   The  inhnbitants  of 

Abraham  Redinaton,  ye  Towne  hath   made  choyec    o:     l.n- 

Nathanill  Putname,  John  Redinjiton,  signc    llowlet    ftninees    pnbodyf  :tn<l 
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Jolm  Rediuglon,  tlio}^  are  chosen  for 
selectmen  for  (be  yeer  folowing  to 
order  the  prudentiall  afaires  of  the 
towDe  and  to  setie  the  bounds  of  the 
towne  betwene  Salem  and  Topsfield 
and  also  to  setle  tlie  bounds  between 
the  Comen  (partage?)  and  Vs  and 
also  where  they  shall  se  any  wrong 
done  to  the  towne  by  any  they  hane 
power  to  rectifie  by  sate  or  otherwii^-e 

Voted. 

It  is  furihcj'  ordered  and  herby 
they  are  impowred  to  lay  out  tine 
hundred  acre[s]  of  land  on  the  other 
side  of  the  riuer  to  remaine  common 
to  perpetuity  for  the  Vse  of  the  in- 
habitants prouided  none  of  it  be 
medowland  Voted. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  afor- 
said  fiuehundred  acres  of  land  is 
stated  to  the  iuiiabitauts  of  the  Town 
excepting  En^igui;  Ilowlet  as  one  to 
share  in  the  said  common  notwith- 
stfinding  any  foi-mev  order         Voted 

Jt  is  also  ordered  and  the  said 
selectmen  aro  impowred  to  deuido 
the  other  parte  of  the  common  ])oth 
inedow  and  Vpland  on  the  other  side 
of  the  riuer  into  tliree  equall  deuisions 

Voted. 


The  names  of  the 
shall  share  in  it. 
iV[r.  Bradstrec^t 
Mr.  Perkins 
Zacheas  Gould 
Mlv.  r>aker 
Tho'  Dornian 
(Trances  l'e))ody 
^\'il^^  Eucns 
Daniell  Clark 
Isiicc  Cumings  siMir 
Isac  Cuminizs  ]uv 


commoners  that 

Tho'  Perkins 

Tho'  Browning 

Jacob  Towne 

Isacc  Estev 

Willi'  Towne 

Edmond  Towne 

Matthew  Standly 

Anthony  Carell 

(Trances  Bates 

John  How 


Ensigne  Hov/let        Edmond  Bredge>^ 
Willi'  Smith  Willi'  Nicholsi- 

Mr.  Endicoat  Vseltone  lot 

John  Wiles  Lumpkins  farme 

John  Redington  Rob't  Andrews  land 

Voted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen 
march,  10,  166^  Whereas  Zacheas 
Gould  at  a  Towne  meeting  in  febru- 
ary  ye  23.  day  1658.  ded  then  Joyne 
himselfe  with  his  e^tat  to  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfield  for  seuen  years  or 
terme  of  his  life  or  vntell  a  ministt-r 
be  setled  in  Rowley  Vilag  doth  now 
being  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen 
of  Topsfield  giue  his  Feirme  of 
threehundred  acres  wh'ch  he  Hue 
vpon  into  Topsfield  foreuer  with  al 
the  priueledges  &  apurtenances 
thereunto  belonging — Zacheas  Gould. 

At  a  lawful  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
of  march  1661 

Whereas  Zacheas  Gould  at  a 
Towne  meeting  in  febrnai-y  23,  1658 
ded  then  joyne  himselfe  with  his  estate 
to  ye  Towne  of  Topsfield  for  seuen 
veers  or  terme  of  his  life  or  Vntell  a 
minister  be  setled  in  Rowley  Vilage 
doth  now  at  a  Towne  meeting  giue  in 
his  feirme  of  threehundred  acres 
which  he  bought  of  Mr.  William 
Paine  that  he  now  hues  Vpon  to 
Topsfield.  the  said  Zacheas  Gould 
by  these  presants  doth  for  himselfe 
his  Excetutors  Administrators  or 
asignes  giue  in  the  aforesaid  farme 
into  the  said  Towne  for  euer  with  all 
the  priueledges  and  apurtinances 
thereunto  belonging — witnes  my 
hand 

Voted.  Zacheas  Gould. 

At  ft  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
15    of  Jenuarv  1603  the  Inhabitance 


of  Topsfield  hath  granted  ther  right 
in  a  percell  of  Common  Land  by 
way  of  exchange  for  Land  of  John 
How  aqninalant  to  the  said  percell 
of  Land  to  Lye  Coniienant  to  the 
Common  for  Common,  and  the  said 
Inhabitance  hath  Chosen  ffrainces 
pebody  John  Wilds  and  Thomas 
perkins  toLay  out  tlie  a  bone  sd  Land 

Voated. 

The  Inhabitance  hath  a  greed 
With  Thomas  l>aker  to  Exchange 
two  acres  of  Land  neere  to  the 
meeting  house  for  Land  aqueuelante 
there  vuto  neere  the  sd  Thomas  Ba- 
ker house,  the  Towne  hath  Chosen 
ffrainces  pebody  and  Daniell  Iloue}^ 
and  tlie  sd  Thomas  Baker  hath 
Chosen      John      Gould     and     John 

out   the    aboue  said 

-Voated. 

Towne  meeting  the 
It  is  ordered  that 
the  timber  of  the  fivehundred  acres 
of  common  lands  on  the  other  side 
of  the  riuer  which  is  to  remaine 
common  to  perpetuity  is  to  be  de- 
uided  by  John  Wiles  Willi  Aueiell 
Thomas  BaUer  &  edmond  Towne  or 
either  three  of  them  into  three 
equall  proportions  as  two  fonre  & 
six  according  to  that  rule  to  be  de- 
uided  voted 

It  is  also  ordered  that  al  the  com- 
monors  of  the  Towne  shall  haue  a 
share  in  the  common  on  the  other 
sid  of  the  riuer  with  the  timber 
which  is  to  be  deuided  accor(lin[g] 
to  the  rule  as  is  here  expressed 
namely  that  thos  which  pay  to  the 
minesters  rat[e]  made  in  the  year 
1664  ;  fiuty  shilings  (t  u[)ward  shal 
haue  one  of  the  <yreater  shares  and 
vnder  fiuety  shilings  to  twenty,  shal 


Wilds    to    Lay 

p'rsells  of  Land 

At   a    lawfull 

7.    march    1G64, 


haue  a  midle  share  and  vnder  twenty 
shilings  one  of  the  least  shares 

voted 

now  these  are  the  names  of  those 
iTjen  that  wai-e  then  Rated  that  3'eare 
1664  and  thar  sauei'al  soms  as  tha  ar 
in  that  Kate  and  I'ite  in  this  land 
Zacheus  and  John  goold  04-0::J-03 
mr  thomas  baker  03-17-05 

danel  Clark  01-04-05 

thomas  darman  senr  03-03-00 

frances  pabody  04-05-02 

decon  honey  01-03-08 

William  Keuens  02-11-00 

Isack  Comings  senr  00-13-03 

Jsack  Comings  iunar  01-08-00 

Ensigne  howlat  01-08-09 

antoni  Carol  00-11-01 

thomas  perkings  02-19-07 

thomas  aueril  and  tliomas  01-14-02 
hobes  on  mr  brodstreets  land  01-03-00 
John  Redington  03-05-02 

tliomas  browning  01-06-00 

John  wiles  "^  01-12-10 

William  smith  00-13-08 

Edman  bridges  00-15-03 

Jacob  towne7  01-0-1-05 

TsMck  Este  00-19-06 

William  towne  00-04-02 

and  Joseph  towne  01-08-05 

Edman  towne  01-08-09 

mathew  stanle  00-15-08 

William  nicoles  01-12-09 

mr.  WMlliam  Perkeings  02-03-09 

mr  Endicot  01-02-00 

John   how  00-19-00 

Robart  andros  00- 12-00 

frances  bates  00-09-00 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
9  desmber  1664.  It  is  ordred  and 
agreed  Vpon  that  ye  Inhabitance  of 
tiie  Towne  hath  apoyented  the  tir^l 
thiid  day  of  march  next  and  >«)  yr 
lirst    third    day    of    march    the  ncxl 
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yeare  folowing  and  so  from  yeare  to 
ycai'e  to  Continue  Vntill  such  time 
as  the  Towne  shall  see  Causes  to 
alter  it,  for  to  Chose  ofeeers  for  the 
Car^'ing  on  ye  Townes  afares  and 
otlier  matters  of  Concerment  which 
nesesarly  fales  io  to  be  don  on  that 
day  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  on 
ye  6  day  of  march  1GG5 

Ensigne  llowlett  and  Lint  Pebo- 
dy  are  Chosen  to  Excliange  some  of 
the  Townes  Common  Land  neere  to 
Luke  Weaklins  v/ith  Thomas  Per- 
kins for  Land  of  his  to  make  his 
Line  straight  for  his  Gonueniauce  of 
fenciujy     and     not    to    damnific   the 


Towne 


Voated 


ffrauces  pebody  Thomas  perkins 
and  John  Kedington  are  Chosen  by 
the  luhabitance  of  the  Towne  to 
Lay  out  fifty  acres  of  Land  for  the 
Vse  of  the  ministrey  at  Topsfield 
Wee  according!}"  jiaue  don  it  Wee 
haue  Laid  oui  fifty  acres  in  medow 
and  Vpland :  where  as  there  is 
sence  two  e[a]cra  of  tliis  frlafty  it 
being  mc(l<jvv  Lying  betwcne  mudcy 
sprieng  and  Luke  Wakling  giuene  to 
Mr.  Capen  sence  at  a  ginerall  Towne 
meeting  by  a  ginerall  Voate  of  the 
Towne  :  and  a  stripe  of  medow  one 
ye  norwest  side  of  bare  hill  wee 
Layed  it  for  eaight  eacrs  be  it  more 
or  Less:  and  a  Leuen  eacres  of 
Vpland  one  the  south  side  of  bare 
hill  a  Jodinging  to  the  house  and 
twenty  nine  eackres  of  Vpland  Liing 
one  ye  south  of  mr  perkins  field  that 
is  by  ye  meeting  house  and  a  plaiue 
Commonly  Caled  the  bare  hill  plaine 
one  ye  nore  west  end  and  ye  Towne 
Common  one  ye  southwest  side  and 
ye   Towne   Common   one    ye  east  or 


southerist  end  to  mr  perkins  Land. 

trainees  pebody  Thomas  perkius 
and  John  Wilds  Deputed  by  the 
Towne  to  Vew  A  percell  of  Laud 
Vvbich  Edmond  Bridges  desiered  to 
haue  of  the  Towne  Wee  haue  so 
don  and  bounded  it  as  followetu 
from  the  Riuer  About  A  Valey  that 
is  in  the  Island  according  as  the 
trees  are  marked  A  tree  that  stands 
in  A  po^^nt  of  rockes  Close  by  the 
Kiuer  and  so  from  tree  to  tree  as 
thay  be  marked  oner  to  the  sid  of  the 
Vpland  to  the  other  sid  of  the  swamp 
so  wee  haue  marked  trees  all  af^ong 
as  the  swamp  goeth  as  the  trees  are 
marked  to  the  Riuer  Againe  at  the 
Vpper  end  of  the  medow  next  the 
Bridge,  for  and  m  Consideration  of 
this  Land  the  said  Edmond  Bridges 
is  to  aljowe  the  Towne  thurty  five 
shilings 
ti),e  fiit  11m  1665       Edmond  Bridges 

At  a  Lawfull  Townemeetiug  the 
19  of  march  1066-7  ordred  by  the 
Inhabitance  that  all  fences  about 
Cornc  ffeilds  with  in  ye  bounds:  of 
tlic  Towne  shall  be  made  of  iiuc 
railes  and  thay  shall  be  well  plased 
and  what  other  fence  is  set  Vp  by 
any  shall  be  equiuelant  to  a  fine 
raile  fence  and  to  bee  set  Vp  and  in 
good  repare  b}"  ye  twenty  of  apriell 
next  and  so  to  Continue  from  time 
to  time  Vntel  such  time  as  ye  Towne 
see  Case  to  alter  it  on  penaltie  of 
paying  one  shiling  a  day  as  a  fine 
for  euery  day  defect  Isacke  Estey 
and  William  Smith  are  Chosen  to 
Vew  the  sd  fences  and  take  the  fines 
the  one  halfe  for  the  Townes  voe 
tlie  other  halfe  for  themselues  not 
withstanding^  any  former  Towne 
order.  Voated 


^•■ 


Thomas  perkins  ffrancies  pebody 
and  John  Gould  are  Chosen  to  Vgw 
and  a  gree  with  Daniell  Borman  for 
a  hie  way  betwene  William  Aueriell 
house  and  the  mill  throw  his  ground 
as   they   shall   see  most  Conuenyant 

Voted 

At  a  Lawful!   Towne  meeting  ye 

8  of  Apriell  16G7 

Tlie  Towne  hath  granted  Liberty 
to  William  Aueriell  and  Daniell 
P>orman  to  make  a  dame  at  the  mile 
brooke  a  rode  and  a  halfe  aboue  the 
bridge  to  float  there  medow  prouided 
it  be  no  damige  to  the  Towne 

Voted. 

ffrainces  pebody  John  Gould  and 
John  Redington  are  Chosen  to  Vew 
and  Lay  out  a  hie  way  from  the 
meeting  house  to  Mr  EndicRat 
farme  soficant  for  Carts  Voted 

At  a  LawfuU  meeting  ye  29  of 
Apriell  1667  It  is  ordered  tliat  ye 
house  and  land  apionted  and  Laid  out 
for  ye  Ves  of  ye  ministerey  shall  so 
remaine  as  aboue  said  for  Euer  and 
that  this  order  be  recorded  in  ve 
County  records  Voted 

At   a    Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 

9  of  July  1667  The  Inhabitance  of 
ye  Towne  hath  Left  to  ye  descretion 
of  the  selectmen  or  maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  a  hie  way  from  ye 
Common  ground  Which  Lys  on  ye 
south  sid  of  mile  brooke  ouer 
againts  Goodman  Dorman  and 
sargt  pebody s  to  Ensigne  Howie tt 
brooke  notwithstanding  any  for- 
mer Towne  order  Whatsoeuer 

Voted 

At   a    Lav.'fuU  Towne  meeting  ye 

31    desember  1667     The  Towne  liath 

a     greed     that      homesoener     shall 


ether  fale  or  lope  any  tree  great  or 
smale  within  twenty  po'o  of  the 
meeting  house  shall  pay  to  ye 
Townes  Vse  twenty  shiliogs  for 
euery  such  defalt  Voted 

The  three  men  namly  ffrancies 
pebody  Thomas  perkins  and  John 
Wilds  which  were  chosen  by  ye 
Tov^^ne  to  Exchang  a  percell  of 
Land  with  John  How,  according  to 
our  order  we  haue  Exchanged  about 
three  acres,  wee  haue  Laycd  out 
eaight  rods  Wide  at  one  end  next 
John  How  and  almost  nine  rods  at 
the  otlicr  end,  at  ye  end  of  Mr  per- 
kins Land  next  John  ffrench  border- 
ing Vpon  the  Common 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
13  day  nouember.  1668.  ffrainces 
pebody  John  Gould  John  Wilds 
Thomas  Baker  and  Edraon  Townes 
are  Chosen  tliay  or  ye  Maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  and  deuidc  the  Com- 
mon on  Salam  side  of  the  Riuer  all 
that  Which  is  to  be  deuided  notwith- 
standing any  former  Chouse  or 
Towne  order  accordiiig  to  the  Towne 
order  made  in  the  yeare  1661.    Voted. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
15  Jenewory  1668,  The  Inhabitance 
of  the  Towne  hath  giuen  Samuel 
Ilowlett  an  iuuitation  to  Come  in  to 
the  Towne  and  set  Vp  his  trade 
of  smithing  to  doe  ye  Townes 
worke  Voated. 

apon  Considration  3't  Samuel 
Ilowlett  promiseth  to  ye  Towne  to 
Come  and  set  Vp  his  trade  in  the 
Towne  and  doe  there  Worke  thay 
haue  giuen  to  him  four  eaers  of 
Land  Vpon  the  Common  hill  next  to 


Vv^illiam    Smith    and 
Land 


Jolui      tirauieii 
Voted. 
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Thomas  perkins  John  ffranch  & 
John  Redingtou  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
ont  the  a  boue  said  fouer  eacrs  of 
Land  to  Samuel  Hovvlett 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Under 
Wiifrhteen  bein";  Chosen  bv  the 
Towne  ye  13  of  Nouember  1GG8  to 
deiuede  ve  Comman  one  SaLam  side 
of  ye  Riuer  all  that  A\^hich  is  to  bee 
deluded  not  withstanding  any  former 
Chouch  or  Towne  order  according  to 
the  Towne  order  made  in  ye  yeare 
1661  :  and  according  to  the  Rule  ye 
Towne  apiunted  in  ye  yeare  1664.  to 
deuide  ve  Common  bv  wee  haue  don 
et  as  foleth  in  to  three  Deuisions  as 
ye  Towne  ordered  in  ye  yeare  166-4 
and  as  there  seuerali  proportions 
was  by  there  Rate  to  ye  minister  in 
ye  yeare  1664  hee  that  paid  ffiuty 
shilings  one  of  ye  great  shares  and 
hee  that  paid  vnder  ffiuty  to  twenty 
one  of  ye  midell  shares  and  hee  that 
paid  vnder  twenty  shilings  a  siugell 
share : 

The  Land  Lyes  in  two  parcell  the 
forst  part  is  Bounded  Two  wards  ye 
West  with  mr  Kndiekat  Land  and 
Twowards  ye  south  with  ffarmer 
porters  Land  and  Twowards  the  east 
with  Joseph  Porters  Land  and  Salam 
Line  and  Twowards  ye  North  with 
ve  Cowe  Comman  beLonoino;  to 
Topseild.  The  seckond  parcell  is 
bounded  with  Mr  Kndickat  Land 
Twoward  ye  North  and  Twowards 
ye  Weast  with  ye  Riuer  Commonly 
Caled  Ipswich  Riuer  and  Twowards 
ye  south  with  Land  that  Lliut 
Thomas  Putnam  Layes  Clame  to  &; 
Land  of  Wiliiam  llobes  and  easterly 
with  ye  land  of  tTarraer  porter  dfc 
William  Holies  hi^.  Land  :  and  where 
wee  did  find  parson  or    parsons    that 


ware  Dead  or  had  sou  Id  them  selves 
oat  of  ye  Towne  ])eiore  wee  deuided 
ye  Land  v/e  Laved  ye  deuistion  of 
Common  Land  that  was  ordered  to 
bedeuied  to  ye  tnhobatants  in  ye 
yeare  1661  to  ye  Land  of  those  that 
ware  eutrcd  in  ye  Towne  Booke 
Namely  Zachens  Gould  was  Dead 
wee  Layed  his  deuision  to  his  Laud 
and  seuerali  others  tiiat  ware  ether 
Dead  or  eles  had  sould  all  there 
housing  and  Land  in  Top^fieid  wee 
Layed  out  noe  Land  to  any  that  was 
gone  out  of  ye  Towne  but  to  ye 
Land  that  tliey  had  or  did  Line  one 
in  Topseild  when  the  acte  was  past 
by  ye  Towne  in  ye  yeare  ]661. 

The  Bredth  of  ve  Lots  in  the  vt 
first  deuistion  is  as  foleth  besino;  at 
mr  endichat  Land 

I  forst  lot  is  six  rod  short  of  ye 
Bound  tree  betweene  ve  ('ow 
Common  Sz  ye  Lot. 

"2  Lot  is  twenty  6  rod  brode 

3  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  brod 

4  lot  is  ninteene  rod  brod 

5  lot  is  sixteen e  rod  brod 
G  lot  is  foorteene  rod  brod 

7  lot  is  threeteen  rod  brod 

8  lot  is  tweuele  rod  brod 

9  lot  is  a  Leunn  rod  &  ahalfe  brod 

10  lot  a  Leauene  rod  brod 

II  lot  is  ten  rod  &  ahalfe  brod 

12  lot  is  ten  rod  broad 

13  lot  is  nine  rod    &    three    quarters 
brod 

14  lot  is  nine  rod  &  fine  foot  brod 

15  lot  is  nine  rod  *fc  hue  foot  brod 

16  lot  is  eaight  road  &.  a  halfe  broad 

17  lot  is  eaight  rod  &    an    a    quarter 
brod 

18  lot  is  eaight  road  brond 

P)  lot  is  seuene  road  an  three  quarterc 
broad 


u 


20  lot  is  senene  road  fin  three  qaartere 
broad 

21  lot  is  seuene  rod  &  a  halfe  brod 

22  lot  is  seuene  rod  an  a  halfe  brod 

23  lot  is  six  rod  an  three  quarters  brod 

24  lot  is  six  rod  an  a  quarter  brod 

25  lot  is  six  rod  and  halfe  a  quarter 
brod 

26  lot  is  six  rod  an   halfe    a   quarter 
brod 

27  lot  is  six  rod  au  two  foot  brod 

28  lot  is  six  rod  brod 

29  lot  is  six  rod  wanting  two  ffoot 

30  lot  is  flue  rod  an  twelle  ffoot  brod 

31  lot  is  fine  rod  an  Leuene  foot  four 
euchies 

32  lot  is  flue  rod  an  ten  foot 

33  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  nine  foot 

34  lot  is  flue  rod  an  eaight  foot   an  a 
halfe 

35  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 
30  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

37  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe 

38  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe 

39  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

40  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

41  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

42  lot  is  fiuo  rod  an  a  halfe 

43  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

44  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

45  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 
4G  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

47  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

48  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

49  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

the  47  lot  and  ye  48  lot  an  ye  49  lot 
is  to  haue  all  ye  Land  from  y[e]  46 
lot  to  Joseph  porters  Line  andSalain 
Line  to  Joseph  porter  marked  tree  a 
Littell  wayes  of  whoele  brooke  at  ye 
Norwest  end  of  his  ye  sd  porter 
faime  and  the^^e  three  Lots  namely 
ye  :  47  :  48  :  49  :  Lot  is  to  bee  line 
rod  an  a  halfe  broad  apece   apon   ye 


Cow  Common 

50  lot  is    twenty   rod   broad   beecase 
ye  Land  shortens 

51  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  broad 

52  lot  is  twenty  fouer  rod  broad 

53  lot  is  to  haue  all  to  Joseph    porter 
Line  of  that  deuistion  of  Land 

54  lot  is  1o  rune  downe  by  ye  Coue 
Common  and  but  one  ye  medoe  downe 
twords  Deckon  Thomas  perk  ins  ye 
bread  of  et  is  ten  rod  and  ct  dos  but 
at  ye  otlun^  end  a  gaint.^^  yc  53  lot. 

55  lot  ruing  by  ye  sid   of   ye    54    lot 
being  ten  rod  broad 

56  lot  rueino-  as  ye  a  boue   sd   beino; 
ten  rod  l)road 

57  lot  rueing  as  ye   a    boue    sd   lots 
being  ten  rod  broad 

58  lot  is  twelue  rod  broad 

59  lot  is  ffiueeteene  rod  l)road  be- 
case  wee  conseaue  et  dos  shorten  by 
Joseph  porters  Land  and  Salams 
Land 

There  is  a  smale  stripe  of  Land 
Lefte  by  ye  Last  Lot  and  Salam 
Line  ye  meino;  is  et  tio  ].)etwene  ye 
59  lot  and  Salam  Line  : 

The  seckond  deuistion  lieinp;  tluit 
wee  Cale  Stiekey  medoe  bcging  mr 
endickat  ffarme  vp  to  that  Land  as 
Lliut  Thomas  putman  Laves  Chime 
the  Lots  butting  apon  farmer  porter 
Land  and  soe  ruins;  to  ye  Kiuer  Caled 
Ipswieh  Kiucr  wesword 
there  is  ffiuty  fiue  of  these  Lots  Laid 
out  fiue  rod  and  a  halfe  broad  these 
tTiutey  fiue  Lots  but  one  ffarmer  porter 
Land  being  at  fiue  rod  and  aiuUfe 
broad  at  that  end  and  at  ye  Kiuer 
fouer  rod  an  a  halfe  broad  there  is 
fouer  Lots  more  that  dos  but  a])on 
William  I  lobes  is  Land  and  at  Will  : 
Hobc's  l>and  i.ha\'  are  stuuMiterm-  rod 
an  a  halfe    broad    so    Kuiing    vp    to 
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i       LHut  Thomas  putnam  Line.                   Joseph  Towns  his  house           Voted,  j 

I           Wee  whos  hands  are  vnder   wrigh-       it  is  also  ordered  and  a^i^reed  apo.i  \ 

teen  do  Testitie  that  wee    haue    Laid   with  Ensigne  Thomas  Ho'wlett   th;ii  | 

^        out  ye  Lots  as  is  here  in  expresed         thay   will    make    and     maintaine     :i  ; 

Witness  our  hands                                bridge  ouer  ye  Brooke    by    En  sign  cs  j 

Dated  march  16G8         John  Gould         jiouse  in  ye  way  as  wee  goe    to  ^Ip;.-  1 

Thomas  Baker    ^ich  ye  one  halfe  to  be  don    by    tho  I 

John  wills            Towne  and  the  other  halfe  by  ye    sd  ] 

francies  pabody   Ensigne                                     "  Voted.  I 

AtaLawfull   Towne   meeting  ye        At  a  Towne  Meeting  yell    of   ye  ] 

2  march  1668  or  6!).                                 3m.    1669.      Liut   ffrainces     pebody  | 

The  Towne  hath    a  greced  that   it    Eiisigue      John       Gould        Edmonil  | 

shall  be    Leagall    waring    for  Euery   Towues    Thomas     Baker     &     John  | 

Teme  or  parson    that   is   warned    to   Wilds    being   Chosen    to    deuide   ye  | 

hie  way   work    by   the    seruaiers     or   Common   on    ye    other    side     of    ye  i 

there   order,    the    seruaiers    or     ther   River :  accordingly  haue  don    it    and  \ 

order  shall    giue    two    dayes   or    two   declared  ye  same  to  ve  Towne    at   a  ? 

nights  at  Least  waring  to  euerey  tenie   Towne  meeting   and^  is   excepted  by  I 

and  person  thay  shall  warne   into  hie   yg  To\Yne                                      Voted,  j 

way  worke,  and    farder    the    Towne  -,     ,        ,        ,  -,./-.<.! 

hathordred     yt  any  teme  warned    as        <ind  also  they  hane  agreed  to  Cast  . 

«.boue  said  by    ye   Seruaiers  or    there    ^otes  for  it  that  enerv  onejhere   bv  | 

order,    shall   refuse    or     nidect     to   "^^  ^''.""'l    '''^'^'^   ^^    ^^^^    Chare    and  j 

atend    the    Townes     seruies     which   ^^'^^^^'^  '^  ^yes                              Votea  | 

they  are  thus  Caled  Vnto    Shall    pay       The  Towne   hath   ordered   yt   the  ! 

seuenc  shiling  for  each  dayes    niglect   highway   whii-h    Lyeth    on    ye   south  | 

as  afme  for    ye    Townes    Vese,    and    sid  of  Mr  perkins  his  house  and    Lot  1 

also  the  parsons  so  warned  as    aboue    ffrom  William  Auericll    house    to    yc  •: 

said,  and  shall  refuse   or   niglect  ye   Common  shall    be    Laid    downe    and 

"     seruies  thay  are  Caled    to    doe    shall   one  other  Way  one  ye  north    side   of  i 

pay  as    atiiie  for  ye  Towne  Vse   two   the  said  house    and    Land   shall    be  i 

shillings  six  pence  a  man  for   euerey    Laid  out  and  ye  Towne    has    Chosen  ; 

day  niglect  the  which  fines    the    ser-    Liut  fTrainces  pebody    P^nsigne    John  \ 

uayers   shall    gather   Vp     with     out  Gould  and  Thomas    perkins    to    Lay  i 

parshaliety  and  give  in  thre  a  Counte   ont  ye  said  hieway  Voted. 

to  ye  Towne  at  a  Towne  meetmg  ^^^  Inhabitance  being  meet  to  o ath- 

Voted.  ^^.  ^^  ^..^^^  j^^^^^^^  ytcuery  one  ythatlia 
The  Towne  hath  exceppected  Wil-  share  in  ye  Common  Land  may  know 
liam  Nicklas  and  John  Nicklas  and  what  his  share  is  and  where  it  Lyes, 
William  Hobes  from  hie  Way  the  Lots  wdiich  are  Cast  are  in  order 
worke  in  ye  Towne  apon  Considra-  as  foloweth  the  tirst  Lot  whi(*h  is 
tion  thay  Line  remoate :  and  apon  next  ^L-  Endickat  medow  and  th«-' 
Condition  thay  mak  there  one  hie  Cow  Common  and  yt  euerey  mun^ 
waves  to   Topsfeid    Bridge    nere     to   share     whether     singell     dobell     or 
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trebelle  shall   Ly  to   gather  in    Each 
denision     to   each    party,     ye     fiorst 
Lot  fales  to  Zacheus  Gould  Land  ye  2 
to  Vsaltons  Land   ye  3     to     William 
Nicklas  ye  4  to  Jacob   ToY^^nes   ye   5 
to  John  Redington   ye   6   to   Isacke 
Comings   Jur   ye    7     to   Mr    Bakers 
Land  ye  8  to   Thomas  Dorman   ye   9 
to  John    Wilds   ye    10     to    William 
Smith  ye  11    to  Thomas   Browing   ye 
12  to  Mr  Endickat   ye    13    to    mathn 
Stanley  ye  14    to  Antony  Carell   land 
ye   15    to   Isacke   Estey   ye     16     to 
ff ranees    Bates    Land   ye    17   to    Mr 
Bradstreet  Laud   ye    18    to  Thomas 
perkins  ye    19    to    Robard   And  rows 
Laud  ye  20  to  Llumkins    Lot    ye    21 
to  Edmon  Towues  the  22  to    William 
Eu  ones  Land  y(»  23  to  Joseph  Townes 
ye  24  to  John  How  ye  25  to  Edmond 
Bridges  house    that   he    had  had    in 
Topseild    in    the  year   64  ye   26   to 
to  llraiuces  pehody  ye  27  to   mr  per- 
kins ye  28  to  Daniell    Clarke   ye    29 
to  Ensigne  Howlett  ye  30    to   Isacke 
Comings  scmu-  and  as  for  ve    Lots    of 
the  other  denision  which    ye    stickey 
medow  is  part  of  is  Loted   out    after 
this  order  as  fak-th  to  each    party    or 
each  partves  Land  as    there   seuerall 
Lots  Ly  2:  3  &  4. 

Mr  Bradstreet  siiare  to  his  Land  is 
nomber  03  Mr  Endickat  share  to  his 
Land  is  25 

Mr  Perkins  16 

Mr  Baker  12 

Tho  Dorman  15 

ffrancs  pebody  29 

Will  Euenes  share  27 

Daniell  Clarke  02 

Isacke  Comings  senr  18 

Isacke  Comings  Jur  14 

Ensign  llowlett  08 

WilfSmith  17 


19 

80 
20 
24 
23 
10 
01 
04 
05 
06 
21 
18 

07 


09 
22 

11 
28 
26 


ffrpnces  Bates  share 

John  W^ilds 

John  lledington 

Tho  :  perkins 

Tho :  Browing 

John  Hovf 

Zacheus  Gould  share  [hjis  Land 

Jacob  Townes 

Isacke  Estey 

William  Townes 

Edmond  Townes 

MailiD  stn.ndly 

Anthony  Carell  share  to  his  Land 

in  ye  Towne  is 
Edmond  Bridges  share  to   his 

house  and  Land  in  ye  Towne 

is  in 
Will  Nicklas 
Vseltons  share   to    his   Land    in 

ve  Towne 

ft/ 

Llumkins  Land 
Robard  Androws 

At  a  LlawfuU  Towne  meeting  15th 
Noumber  1669.  Jacob  Townes  & 
Joseph  Townes  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  a  highv.-ay  iFrom  ye  Bridge  ouer 
ye  Riuer  by  William  Townes  of  one 
polo  Y/ide  to  William  Nicklas  ffarme 
Which  he  Liue  apon  and  also  to 
William  Ilobes  Land  Voted. 

Jacob  and  Joseph  Townes  being 
Chosen  to  Lay  out  a  highway  from 
the  Bridge  ouer  ye  riuer  by  William 
Townes  of  one  pole  Wide  to  William 
Nicklas  farme  which  he  Lines  apone 
and  also  to  William  Hobes  bane 
acordingly  don  it. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  yo  3 
of  Jenewary  1670,  The  Towne  haili 
ordered  ye  Clarke  to  recorde  the 
Lotes  Which  are  one  ye  other  side 
of  the-  riuer  according  t«")  the  d«'rex- 
tions  that  ye  Commity  Clioscn  uh- 
the  Laying  out  of  ye  said  Lots    shall 
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derecte  him  Voted. 

Lliut  ffrainces  pebody  Ensigne 
John  Gould  and  Thomas  perkius 
being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne  to  Lay 
out  a  highway  through  part  of  Wil- 
liam Aueriell  Laud  and  through  part 
of  Daniell  Borman  Land  to  the 
Northward  side  of  Ivfr  perk  ins  his 
home  ffeild  haue  accordingly  don  it 
ye  Which  highw^ay  is  Laid  out  from 
the  Vpper  End  of  William  Aueriell 
orchard  one  rod  an  a  halfe  wide  to 
ye  afore  said  northward  side  of  Mr 
perkins  his  feild  and  so  through 
Daniell  Borman  Laud  one  ye  north- 
ward sid  of  Mr  perkins  ffeiid  to  the 
former  highway  againe. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  7 
march  1670  or  71. 

The  Towne  has  impovvred  the  sec- 
leetmen  to  petition  to  the  Court  to 
git  ye  Bridge  ouer  ye  lleiuer  by  old 
Goodman  Townes  to  be  maintained 
one  ye  County  a  Count.  Voted 

The  Towne  is  willing  that  Lliut 
pebody  should  set  vp  a  saw  mille 
prouided  it  dos  not  doe  damige  to 
any  of  the  Towne  inejj  in  there  mod- 
ow^es  Voated 

It  was  Voated  that  ye  Towne 
should  yearely  Chose  there  Clarke 
for  ye  Towne  and  also  there  seclect- 
men  b}'  papers 

The  Town  has  granted  Liberty  and 
im powered  ye  seclectmen  in  the  be- 
halfe  of  ye  Towne  to  agree  with 
Lliut  pebody  about  the  Riges  Ether 
by  saile  or  rent  as  thay  see  good 

Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
noumber  1G71.  The  Inhabitance  of 
To|)sfei!d  has  inainiostod  by  a  Voate 
that  thay  doe  not  desier  that  our 
Neaighabers  of  ye  Vilige    which  dos 


ordenerly  here  the  Word  of  god 
amongst  vs  should  pay  or  be  Charged 
With  ye  maintaing  of  it  in  Topsfeilu 
noe  Longer  then  till  it  please  god 
thay  be  abeli  to  maintaine  ye  word  a 
mongst  themselues  and  haue  a  min- 
ister settled  amongst  themselues  for 
to  despence  ye  word  of  God   to  them 

Voted 

At  a  Llawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  5 
march  1G71  or  72. 

The  Towne  has  also  Voated  that 
ye  Viligers  shall  haue  Llibcrty  to  set 
Vp  a  house  for  to  shelter  there  hors- 
es in  neere  to  ye  meeting  house 
Where  ye  seclectmen  and  tliay  shall 
thinke  lite  or  most  Conuincat  and 
also  a  house  for  to  shelter  them- 
selues in  with  a  lier  in  it  diu-ring  so 
Longe  as  thay  doe  Contriubute  to  ye 
ministerey  here  in  Topstield  accord- 
ing to  what  thay  haue  mencnod 
Vnder  there  hands  and  also  the 
Towne  has  admited  and  aLowed  of 
ye  Viligers  to  haue  a  Voce  and  Coyce 
of  a  ministerey  here  m  Topsfeild  as 
the  Towne  themselues  hane  during 
the  time  of  tiiere  Contiiubuting  to  ye 
ministerey  in  Topsfeild  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
18:1m:  71  or  72.  The  Towne  dos 
grant  to  Deckon  Ilowlett  Lliut  pe- 
body and  Isackc  Estey  J()se[)i)  Towns 
Corpr  eduioud  Townes  and  Thomas 
Baker  all  the  swampe  medow  that 
Lyeth  apon  yo  Uiuer  Caled  Ipswich 
Riuer  extending  from  the  Lower  part 
of  the  Gouuers  medow  doimc  to  the 
bridg  that  goeth  ouer  ye  riuer  be 
Low  old  Goodujan  Townes  for  an  in 
Considratlon  of  fifty  pounds  ye 
Towne  hath  Keseued  of  tlie  nboue 
named  parties  this  medow  here  in 
menened  Lyeth  one  the  south  side  of 
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Ipswich  riuer  Voated 

A  cording  to  a  Towne  order  and  as 
ye  Towne  had  im powered  vs  at  a 
Towne  meeting  ye  seueuth  of  march 
1670  or  71.  Wee  accordingly  hauc 
don  it.  Wee  the  selectmen  haue 
sould  to  Lliut  pebody  the  Rigies  that 
is  fenced  in  and  ye  bounds  of  it  as 
ye  fence  now  stands  ye  Riges  Lyes 
one  ye  south  side  of  ye  brooke 
againts  his  orchard,  the  which  hee  is 
to  aLovv  twenty  Hue  shiliugs  for  ye 
rjcies,  and  he  has  discounted  with  Vs 
ye  selectmen  ye  twenty  fine  shihngs 
for  ye  Vese  of  ye  Towne. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
march  1672  or  73  It  is  ordred  yt 
ye  seclectmen  shall  haue  power  to  Lay 
out  ye  bounds  where  the  fence  shall 
stand  by  the  medow  side  for  John 
Honey  apon  ye  south  west  side  of  ye 
brooke.  Voted. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen ye  80  Aprell  1673.  It  is 
ordred  and  a  greed  vpon  that.,  all 
Swine  shall  be  Ringed  soficantly  from 
time  to  time  from  ye  pobiliticatior.  of 
this  order  till  the  15  ot  Nouerjiber 
and  Enerey  swine  that  shall  bee 
found  not  Ringed  from  a  quarter 
ould  and  Vpward  shall  forfe[t]  six 
pence  also  it  is  a  greed  that  all  swine 
shall  bee  yoaked  that  dos  damige  by 
breakeing  into  Corne  feild  and  pas- 
ter throe  soficant  fences  after  noties 
giuene  to  ye  owneres  of  such  swine 
thay  not  sped[ily]  yoaking  them 
shall  forfit  one  shiling  for  euery 
bwine  and  after  noties  giuene  to  ye 
oneres  of  such  swine  thay  shall  for  lit 
twelue  pence  for  euery  day  till  thay 
yoake  them  and  sueli  swi[ne]  slmll 
be  kept  yoaked  tell  Indan  haruies  be 
ended  this    order    is    to    stand    from 


time  to  time  tell  ye  Towne  see  Case 
to  alter  it  not  with  standing  any 
formal  order.  Voated. 

Mickall  Dunell  is  Chosene  by  ye 
seclectmen  to  Looke  to  ye  yoaking 
and  ringing  of  hoges  and  ye  sd  Don- 
ieil  is  to  haue  one  halfe  of  ye  fortite 
for  his  payenes  as  is  expresed  in  ye 
order  aboue  Wrighteen  the  other 
halfe  hee  is  to  returne  to  ye  select- 
men Voated. 

At  a  meeting  of  ye  seclectmen  yc 
14  of  11  m:1673.  John  Gould  & 
ye  selectmen  Came  to  a  recking  and 
did  cleare  all  a  Counts  from  ye  be- 
ging  of  ye  World  to  this  day  the  se- 
lectmen glueing  John  Gould  his 
Towne  rate  this  yeare  as  ye  date 
aboue  make  mention  of  and  ye  sd 
Gould  dos  a  quite  ye  Towne  of  all 
detes  dues  and  demands,  and  ye  fifty 
shilings  that  ye  Court  at  Ipswich  did 
Older  ye  sd  Gould  to  take  of  the 
Towne  so  that  ye  seclectmen,  in  ye 
behalfe  of  the  Towne  dos  Cleare 
John  Gould  of  all  that  has  bin  paid 
to  ye  sd  Gould  by  Constabell  or  Col- 
lecters  or  any  that  has  bin  fipicisUd 
by  ye  Towne  or  seclectmen  to  pay 
any  thing  to  John  Gould  ye  select- 
men being  Lliut  pebody  Thomas  per- 
kins  Thomas  Baker  Edmon  Towues 
and  tliis  is  or  a  greement  as  witnes 
our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  aboue 
Wrighteen  and  Sargt  Hixby  dete  is 
in  ( 'luded  that  ye  Towne  dos  owe  ye 
sd  Lixby  which  is  fine  pounds  tliat 
siiould  be  paid  to  ye  sd  Gould,  the 
seclectmen  glueing  ye  sd  Could  power 
to  demand  of  the  said  John  llouey 
Constabell  for  ye  yeare  72  the  tiue 
pounds  that  was  put  into  ye  Towui' 
rate  and  Conunited  to  hitn  to  gather 
Vp  and  if  ye  sd  llouey  dos  rctuho  to 
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pay  it  to  ye  sd  Gould  then  Wee  ye 
seclecf  meii  doe  Ingage  to  giue  ye  sd 
Gouid  power  to  sue  for  it  the  sd 
Gould  gu icing  the  seclectmen  a  noat 
to  Sargt  Bixby  to  take  Vp  there  bill 
and  ye  sd  Gould  will  delieur  Vp 
Sargt  Bixby  bill  to  him  as  witnes  or 
hands  this  H:  11  m:  1763. 
Witues,  John  Gould 

John  Commings  ffrancis  pebody 

John  How  in  ye  name  of  ye  rest 

of  ye  selectmen. 

I  Thomas  Baker  doe  binde  m}' 
selfe  to  ye  seclectmen  on  a  bond  of 
sixty  foure  pounds  to  see  the  rate 
that  they  haue  by  warrant  vnder  ther 
hands  Coramited  to  mee  to  gather  vp 
for  mr  Hubbord  I  doe  by  these 
presant  in  gage  as  is  aboue  sd  to  ye 
secleet  men  to  see  that  et  shall  be 
deleuered  to  mr  Hubbord  I  haueing 
yc  ouer  pluch  of  ye  rate  for  my 
paynes  as  witnes  my  hand  this  19 
day  of  Jenewary  1674.  I  the  sd 
Tho :  Baker  doc  ingage  to  pay  to  mr 
Hubbord  61  lb.  [3]  s  and  what  ye 
rate  dos  a  mount  to  more  I  ame  to 
haue  for  my  pa;yiites  I  doeing  et  by 
ye  Last  of  July  after  ye  date  aboue 
sd.  Thomas  Baker. 

ft  Rate  made  ye  9  day  of  ffebewary 
in  ye  yeare  1674  to  defray  ye  Townes 
detes  and  giuen  to  ye  Coustabell  of 
Topsfeild  or  his  deputy  to  gather  vp 
and  pay  as  derestion  is  giuen  to 
them  ye  rate  dos  a  mount  to  281b 
08s  03d  ye  which  thay  stand  in  deted 
to  ye  Towne  tell  they  haue  discharged 
ye  rate  and  then  thay  shall  be  dis- 
charged 

ye  deted  is  2611)  lis  O.sd 
so  that  ye  ouer  plush  of   ye  28lb  08s 
03d  from  26lb  Us  08d  and  there  rest 


to  ye  Towne  01  lb  16s  C3d 

John  how.     Constabel. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towue  meeting  ye  3 
march  1673  or  74. 

The  Towne  has  Left  it  to  ye  sec- 
lectmen to  scttell  the  bounds  betwene 
the  Townes  Laud  and  that  ffairnie  as 
was  Mr  Whittinggons.  Voted 

The  propriaters  haue  Chosen  the 
Lote  Layeres  or  ye  maior  part  of 
tliem  to  Record  Ijow  tha}'  Lo.id  out  ye 
Lotes  one  ye  south  side  of  ye  riuer 
Whether  to  housing  &  Land  or  to  ye 
parsons  that  did  Line  in  the  housing 
in  ye  year  61  :  with  ye  bredth  and 
Lenth  of  euery  Lote. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
19  of  agust  1674.  The  Towne  made 
Chose  of  Isacke  Comings  senr  aud 
Ensigne  John  Gould  and  Lliut  tTrain- 
ces  pebody  to  bound  the  medow  thtit 
old  Goodman  Gould  sould  for  ye 
Towne  to  seuerall  of  our  Neaibores, 
wee  the  il'ore  named  persons  haue 
bounded  ye  medow  in  manner  as  fol- 
eth.  Wee  liegane  to  marke  trees  at 
ye  Clay  pits  there  ye  medow  begins 
there  wee  marked  two  trees  one 
Whiat  oake  betwene  ye  Claie  pites 
and  ye  rieur  and  a  nother  tree  neere 
to  ye  Clay  pites  one  ye  south  sid  one 
ye  egge  of  ye'  Vpland  ana  a  great 
Elmo  marked  by  ye  Vpland  side 
West  from  ye  Clay  pites  and  so  a 
Longe  with  maikeil  trees  by  ye  Up- 
land side  tell  wee  Came  neere  to  IMr 
P^ndickat  medow  these  are  ye  bounds 
of  that  medow  that  Lyeth  one  the 
south  sid  ye  riuer  Caled  Ipswich 
riuer  a  Joying  to  ye  riuer  from  mr 
Endickat  fanne  dounc  to  the  Chiy 
pites  neere  to  the  Bridge  by  Joseph 
Townes  house. 


i 


17 


Thomas  perkins  bounds  betwene 
his  Land  at  Billingate  and  the 
Townes  Coraraon  Laud,  the  first  tree 
marked  is  a  popler  tree  neere  the 
niedow  Caled  Robard  Smith  medow 
and  a  heape  of  stones  from  tlieuce 
southeast  tvv'o  a  swamp  where  there 
is  two  popler  trees  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  betwene  them  and 
from  thence  to  a  smale  wall  nuttree 
neere  to  a  swan^.pe  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it;  from  tbciic'e 
to  a  smale  Whiat  oake  in  a  swamp 
marked  and  a  heape  of  stones  at  it 
neere  to  the  Corner  of  berzilah 
Barkers  Land. 

John  Wilds  his  bounds  betwene 
the  Towne  Land  and  his,  a  great 
whiate  oacke  marked  from  thence  to 
a  Littell  blake  ocke  marked  and  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it  from  thence  to 
a  heape  of  stones  and  two  wallnuts 
trees  marked  from  thence  to  a  stake 
and  a  heape  of  stones  and  three  Lit- 
tell trees  marked  that  stands  neere 
to  ye  stake  &  heapt^  of  stones  from 
thence  to  an  eleme  tree  marked  in  a 
swampe  neere  the  south  side  of  tlie 
swamp  from  theuce  to  a  heape  of 
stones  behind  William  perkins  house 
from  thence  to  a  nother  heape  of 
stones  which  is  the  Corner  betwene 
William  perkins  and  John  How 

John  How  bounds  from  a  heape 
of  stones  that  are  the  Corner  bounds 
betwene  him  and  William  perkins 
from  thence  to  a  heape  of  stones  that 
are  about  two  rode  and  a  halfe  of 
his  barne  from  thence  to  a  heape  of 
stones  neere  his  dwelins:  house  and 
from  thence  to  where  he  Joynes  to 
Goodman  Clarke. 


At  a  LawfuU  meeting   of 
iectmen  j^c  1  June  1G75. 


ye   scc- 


'  Isack  Estey  and  John  Robinson 
and  Jacob  Townes  are  Chosen  and 
apioynted  to  Vew  the  Way  one  ye 
south  sid  of  ye  Riuer  and  to  a  Low 
of  it  as  thay  shall  see  good  that  Way 
as  goeth  to  Salam  that  is  Complained 
of.  Voted 

this  is  a  trew  Cope  of  a  Recct  that 
Edmau  towne  twoke  of  the  Contre 
tresarer  mr  Rusil  as  a  discarg  of  a 
contre  rate  that  was  mad  and  Com- 
ited  to  him  to  gather  vp  being  Con- 
stabel. 

Edmand  town  3  Constabel  of  tops- 
feild  hath  paid  to  mee  twelue  pounds 
fine  shilings  and  seuen  pence  which 
is  in  full  of  thare  townes  proporcion 
of  the  Cuutre  Rate  for  the  yere  1674. 
witnes  mi  hand  the  4  iii  mo.  1675. 

by  me  Ricard  Rusil  treasurar 

ther  is  a  Rate  mad  by  the  selactraeu 
the  3  of  august  1675  for  the  defraing 
of  our  townes  proporcion  of  a  singel 
Contre  Rate  dobeled  acording  to 
warant  that  we  Receued  from  the 
Contre  trcsurer. 

this  Rate  Comited  to  the  Constabel 
iohn  how  is  t-»venti  fine  p/ound  six 
pene. 

at  a  lafull  meeting  of  the  Sclact- 
men  the  8  of  saptember  1675  wee 
hau  a2;reed  to  mak  a  stone  wall 
aboute  the  meetting  hous    for   fort  * 

*  *  the  wall  is  to  be  three  foote 
brod  in  the  botom  and   fine    foot  hie 

*  *  or  six  as  shall  be  thote  most 
Conueniant  with  a  watch  hous  at  the 
south  est  Corner  with  in  this  wall 
ten  foot  square  this  is  to  be  don  by 
the  towne  and  except  such  as  do 
vsalli  Com  to  her  the  word  preehed 
at  or  in  our  meeting  hows  will  h:ilp 
the  towne  most  do  it  at  thur  one 
charge. 
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this  wall  is  lobe  ten  footo  from  the 
meeting  hous  side  and  enda  but  on 
the  south  side  it  is  to  be  tw  lue  foot 
be  twene  this  wall  nod  tlic  lious  and 
the  wach  hov/s  Go  roar  is  to  be  fore 
foot  from  the  hous  end. 

ther  is  a  Rate  Comited  to  John  Iiow 
Constabel  a  binge!  Coutre  Ilatc  that 
a  rnountes  to  a  leu  en  pound  ten  whll- 
ins  and  three  pone. 

also  ther  is  a  no!  lier  Rn.tc  Coniited  to 
John  how  Con^jtal^le  tbii.l  i-.  dtm^isied 
by  warant  from  the  Cojilri  treserar 
that  a  mountes  to  seuen  Biiigcl  CouLre 
Kates  which  som  is  Eiglile  fore 
pound  and  seuenteene  shiieri;d. 
•  at  a  meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
10  of  Jannari  1675  ther  was  a  Rate 
Comited  to  John  how  Constable  for 
the  miuester  which  Rate  aiLionntes 
to  sixte  on  pound  one  shilin  and  two 
penc  for  the  sad  Constable  to  gather 
in  spedeli  for  the  mantannnc  of  our 
minister  60  pound  is  his  due  the  Ke- 
mandor  is  for  Iho  townc^:-;  ^^e. 
John  how  Constabel  of  topsfeekl 
hnth  payd  in  to  the  tresorsr  of  the 
Contrey  the  8  October  lOV.'i  i-;;o  a^sd 
twente  pounds  eleuen  shiligs  and  two 
pence  in  full  of  the  sud  tovvnes  pro- 
porcion  to  the  two  extreordcnari 
Rates  due  to  tiie  Contre  the  last  of 
October  last  past  as  the  sovaci  is  al- 
lowed on  for  6G. 

p.  me.  Richard  Rusil  treserar. 

at  a  lawfuU  meeting  of  the  selackt 
men  ther  was  a  Rate  Con.ited  to 
John  how  Constable  for  to  gather 
and  pay  in  to  tlie  (/ontre  trsiserar  for 
our  townes  proporcion  being  ]':ighte 
fore  pound  this  is  Recorded  befor  in 
in  a  r\other  .-hio  Ih-"  >vlu>'  R;il(.'  is 
Eightc  fore  pound  seauenteenc  shil- 
in gs. 


at  !i  ]^av7full  Towne  Meting  the  7  of 
Marc)]  1G75-76.  Left.  iTrancis  pabody 
is  Chop.eji  Ciark  to  kep  the  Towne 
Book  this  yere : 

lit  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  the  7  of 
marcii  1676-7G  its  agreed  that  selact 
men  shall  be  chosen  bi  nomenacion 
this  yere  and  vote[d]. 

at  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-7G  mr  thonias  baker  and 
Er'?'crom  dorrnan  nnd  sargan  Keding- 
ton  iiLid  francis  pabody  and  decon 
perkens  all  of  them  are  Chosen  to  be 
selact  men  for  to  order  the  preudan- 
cell  afiires  of  the  towne  this  yeare 
Insuing. 

John  How  is  Chosen  Constabel!  for 
this  yere  in  suing  and  voted  1675-76. 
Jacob  towne  Is  Chosen  to  same  one 
the  Juri  of  trialis  at  Ipswich  Corte 
next  in  suing.  \ 

7  march  daniel  bormau  and  Isack 
Este  ar  Chosen  soruaurcs  of  hiuaes 
and  fences   for   this   yeare   in  suing 


and  ^'ot■;d. 


Jit  a  Iriwf uU  towne  meeting  7  march 
Z'l  it  iy  f2;ranted  that  snnnicl  howlet 
anci  ihSiva  frcnch  williiiin  pcrkens 
inner  and  micall  donell  that  thay 
shall  he  Comenars  as  other  freehold- 
er are  In  our  Coman  land  for  feed 
and  other  preulieges    voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-76.  sargan  Redington 
and  John  wiles  and  frances  pabody 
ar  Chosen  a  comite  for  the  towne  to 
agree  with  mr  thomas  backer  to  ax- 
chang  a  strip  of  land  that  lies  aioyne- 
ing  to  the  sad  mr  bakers  land  and 
also  to  sate!  the  houudes  of  his 
far  me  voted. 

at  a  la\vfull meeting  7 march  ^'^ it  is 
ordered  tliat  the  selact  men  shall  see 


»•  ■• 


19 


that  Ibc  olde  book  the  townc  book 
i<hrM  be  traucsribcd  into  the  aov/ 
book  and  that  the  land  on  the  Bouth 
sic]  the  Reu.er  that  was  layed  out  by 
deiiisians  to  the  tje^'cral  inhabetants 
the  se]act  men  8b all  see  that  ther 
lots  be  Recorded  acordins:  as  tba 
ware  lade  out         voted. 


this  is  a  true  Coppy 
of  the  trasurrs  re- 
seight  taken  by  me 


*o 


at  a  lawfnll  meetinfi;  of  the  sclackt- 
men  the  fortheatii  da  Joli.  7G,  tber 
\Y03  Coniited  to  Jo)'n  hov;  Oov-^-h-^ 
a  Rale  for  the  dv,fr;iiog  of  tevi  fc.ingftl 
Hates  which  Rate  aiDOuntes  to  a 
hondered  and  twente  poi^nd  for  the 
sad  Constabel  to  colackt  and  gather 
of  the  Kaueral  paraoris  Ratabel  and 
cari  it  in  to  the  Contri  trcserar. 

20.  7.  1675.  at  a  iawfull  liicetiiip*  of 
the  tovvne  Isack  Comins  senar  is 
Chosen  graniuri  man  for  this  yeare 
Insuing  also  William  Auiril  is  Chos- 
en to  same  on  the  Jurie  of  trials  at 
Ipswich  Corte  next  lusuing. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  sehiekt  men  the 
29  of  desamber  1676  tber  is  a  Rate 
for  tiie  ii)inedter  Co.uii"cd  lo  the  Coc,- 
stabel  John  hovr  to  gather  vp  and 
caic  in  to  mister  hobart  his  due  is 
sixte  pound  but  the  liate  amountes 
to  sixte  two  pound  and  about  twelue 
shilins. 

Rescued  this:  13th:  3d:  75.  of 
Eplu'ai.m  Dormnn  Constable  of  Tops- 
feild  iu  fidl  their  Tovviies  preportion 
to  the  Cantry  Rnio  for  one  sinfride 
Rate  and  three  quorters  the  some  of 
ninetcene  ponndti  eight  shiliugs  and 
six  pence. 

I  say  rescued  for  the  yeare  73. 
by  me 
Rishard  Russell  Treasurer. 


Mr  Hobard 
ilib:  23:0d 

Mr  Russells 
8lb  :  Gs  :    Qd     f ranees  pabody  Clarke 
dated  the  29  of  January  1G76. 

this  fift  of  febrnari  1676  ther  is  a 
Rate  for  the  defraing  of  Indian  ware 
Charges  Containing  six  singel  Con- 
trerates  Rates  which  amounteth  to 
fifte  three  pound  and  sixteen e  shilens 
thi3  Hate  is  delivered  to  Johii  [low 
Constabel  for  to  gather  vp  and 
deleuer  to  the  Contre  tresarer  or  his 
assigns  acordingli  as  he  hath  dira- 
cion  In  the  tresares  warrant. 

at  a  lawfall  towne  meeting  march 
2.  1670—77  Isack  Comings  senr.  is 
Chosen  moderater  this  present  meet- 
ing voted. 

it  is  agreed  that  the  selact  men 
shall  be  Chosen  by  nominacion  not 
withstanding  ani  formor  ordr  voted. 

it  is  agreed  that  the  Clarke  shal 
be  Chosen  bi  nominacion  this  day 
fc>r  this  yeare  insuing — voted  not 
with  standing  ani  formor  order. 

Lef  tenant  Pcbody  is  chosen  Clarke 
for  the  yeare  inseuing  voted. 

John  how  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  the  yeare  insuing  voted. 

the  towne  hath  granted  to  John 
how  a  slip  of  land  to  John  how  of 
two  rod  and  half  brod  at  his  barn 
and  to  Com  to  nothing  at  his  stak  at 
his  bond  stak  to  wards  the  bridg  bi 
goodman  CI  arks. 

Ensignc  goold  sargen  towne  decon 
perkeings  John  Redington  and 
francos  pabody  ar  Chosen  selactmeu 
for  the  yere  iu  suing voted. 

John  Comings  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Juri  of  trials  the  uaxt  Cort  at 
Ipswich  -  -  -  -  voted. 
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John  f reach  and  John  Robeson 
arc  Chosen  seruares  for  hiwas  to 
see  that  th^iy  be  mad  pasabel  as  the 
law  requh'cs  -  -  -  -  voted. 

the  sernares  hau  powr  and  here  by 
ar  impouercd  to  tak  or  destrane  there 
fines  for  not  atending  the  mending 
hiwaes  after  legall  vvarninsj  two 
shiliiigfj  six  penc  for  eueri  dayes 
ncglact  thay  hauing  two  daycs  warn- 
-  voted. 

Johii  IJoney  and  Sainuel  Howlat 
ar  Chosen  to  see  to  tlie  mending 
feuceK-i  tliat  thay  see  that  thay  be  as 
town  orders  Reqnire 

the  town  hath  agreed  to  Chang  a 
bout  half  anacor  of  vpland  for 
soinoth  madoo  with  Edman  towne 
decon  perkeings  and  frances  pabody 
ar  Chosen  to  see  it  don  -  -  -  -  voted 
•  Recened  octoi)er  the  22th  1676 
from  John  how  Constabcl  of  Tops- 
feeild  for  the  ycare  1675  the  som  of 
Eieucn  pownd  ten  shilings  and  three 
pence  in  some  that  being  in  full  of 
that  tov/ncs  suigcu  Rate  for  the  a  for 
saide  yere  as  wit)ies  mi  hand  as 
Exectetor  to  my  honored  father 
Richard  Rusiil  late  tresarer 

James  Rusill 

This  is  a  trew  Cope  of  tlie  Con- 
stabcl John  how  his  Recet  that  he 
brot  from  the  tresarers  Excecttor. 

pr  mee  frances  pabody  Clarke 

1676. 

thare  is  a  towne  Rate  made  the 
three  and  twenteth  of  februari  for 
the  defrfiing  of  all  towne  debtes  as 
alsoe  wliot  is  yet  oing  to  mr.  gilbrt. 

At  a  lawfuU  towne  meeting  march 
the  7.  1076—77  the  towne  hath 
granted  to  william  perkeings  iunar 
two  I'.eore^i  of  vpland  liing  betwene 
his  one  house  and  the  swamp  that 
strip  of  land  that  was  axchanged  for- 


mal! with  william  perkeings  for  land 
that  John  how  had  of  t[h]e  towne 
and  the  for  sayd  willi  perkeings  is 
to  pay  three  pownd  in  Corant  pay  to 
the  towne  voted. 

the  towne  hath  agreed  with  John 
Robeson  to  sweep  the  meeting  hows 
and  he  is  to  haue  twenti  live  shilinii;s 
a  yeare. 

also  he  is  to  dig  graues  for  sucli 
as  shall  Requir  him  and  he  is  to  hauc 
three  shilins  six  pone  for  al  graues 
abou  for  foot  long  and  two  and  six 
penc  for  al  vnde[r]. 

the  towne  granted  to  exchang  a 
smal  strip  of  land  with  sargen  towne 
at  alawfuU  towne  meeting  march  2 
1676 — 77  the  towne  made  Coyse  of 
decon  perkens  and  frances  pabody 
to  see  it  don  and  thay  the  afor  said 
men  on  the  sixt  of  aperill  did  goe 
and  see  it  don  and  it  is  thus  don 
from  a  whit  oke  marked  on  the 
southe  sid  of  the  sad  Edman  townes 
madoe  land  to  a  small  popeler  in  a 
line  or  strait  Corse  and  that  popeler 
is  his  bound  Cornar  tree  next  to  the 
Coweman  and  from  th:it  popeler  stmt 
to  the  Rcuer  where  there  is  a  small 
Red  oke  marked. 

In  august  1676  thare  was  a  Rate 
made  and  Comitod  to  John  how  Con- 
stab[el]  to  gather  vp  and  pay  into 
the  tresarer  or  his  asignes  the  Rate 
is  six  siu«;el  Contre  Rates  which  som 
amontes  to  fifte  three  pound  and 
thirteene  shilins. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  select  men 
Januari  4  1677  ther  is  Comited  to  Jo 
how  Constable  two  Rates  on  is  the 
singel  Contre  Rate  which  amountes 
to  nine  pound  two  shilens  and  Eight 
penc  the  other  Rate  is  the  moni  ]\ate 
wlncli  is  two  singel  Contre  Rates 
whicli  amountes  to  Eighteenc    pound 
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five  shilciugs  aud  fore  pcnc  which 
Riitcs  the  Constabel  is  to  gather  vp 
of  the  saueral  parsons  Ratabel  and 
pa  it  in  to  the  Centre  tresarer  or  his 
asiflfnes. 

where  as  the  towiie  mad  Coyse  of 
sargen  Eedington  and  John  wiles 
seenar  and  frances  pabody  to  agree 
with  nnister  baker  about  exchange  of 
a  small  strip  of  land  about  three 
acores  and  a  half  which  the  afor- 
named  men  haue  don  the  land 
that  mister  baker  hath  of  the  towncs 
land  lieth  against  his  hous  in  part  as 
it  is  layd  out  and  the  bredth  at  the 
Est  end  is  ten  Rod  wide  and  a  half 
from  tiie  Cornar  of  his  wall  which  is 
the  bounds  of  it  at  the  Est  ward 
Cornar  and  his  lin  is  to  Ron  from 
that  Corno[r]  of  his  land  to  a  grat 
whit  oke  about  twentc  and  fiue  Rod 
distanc  souwest  uer  to  the  hiwa  that 
lieth  or  ledath  from  the  falles  bridfij 
to  the  meeting  howse  and  from  that 
whit  oke  vp  the  hill  as  the  fence 
Kones  that  is  now  standing  which  is 
a  hadg  and  to  go  strat  from  the  End 
of  that  feno  to  a  grat  Rad  oke  which 
is  marked  and  at  that  tree  the  land 
mr  baker  hath  of  the  towue  comes  to 
a  po3^ntcd  wedg,  now  the  bowndes 
of  mr  bakers  land  is  neer  along  bi  the 
way  from  the  foi  sade  oke  to  a  small 
oke  marked  neer  the  hiwa  as  goes  or 
comes  from  or  to  the  meeting  hous 
and  from  that  small  oke  twcnte  and 
on  Rod  towardes  tlie  meeting  hous 
wher  the  afore  named  men  did  ag^ree 
with  mr  baker  that  his  bound  Cornor 
of  his  farm  sliould  be  now  this  on 
and  twcnte  Rod  from  the  small  oke 
to  the  bound  stake  and  from  this 
bound  titak  fiftc  and  lore  Rod  strat 
on  in  mr  bakeres  line  west  ward 
from  the  mcctimr  houM  where   was   a 


stak  sat  and  a  heap  of  Rokcs  lad 
about  the  stake  Rit  in  a  beaten  hi- 
way  and  from  this  stak  and  heap  of 
stones  Rit  in  a  line  to  the  afor 
named  small  oke  now  this  is  the  land 
the  towne  hath  of  mr  baker  tv/ente 
one  Rod  brod  lifte  and  for  Rod  long 
Coming  to  a  poynted  wedg  at  tiie 
end  of  lifte  fore  Rod  now  the 
boundes  of  mr  bakeres  land  from  the 
bound  stake  and  heap  of  stones  that 
is  at  the  End  of  the  land  the  towne 
hath  of  mr  baker  from  that  stak  and 
heaps  of  stones  Rit  in  a  line  to  a 
marked  tree  at  the  foot  of  the  bridg 
nere  to  Ephrom  dormans  hous. 
20  June  1677. 

the  seclect  men    of  Topsfeild   doe 
aLow  a   blake    roue    horse  of   John 
Gould  to  bee  alikely  horse    aCording 
to  Law  to  rune  apon  ye  Commons. 
June  1677. 

John  Comings  is  Chosen   graniure 
man  for  the  naxt  Cort  heeld  at   Ips- 
weech. 
August  26  1077. 

John  frcnch  is  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  Juri  of  trialls  the  naxt  Cort  hild 
at  Ipswich. 

Kno  al  parsons  by  these  prcsants 
that  I  doe  acquitt  and  discharge  the 
towne  of  topsfeild  of  and  from  thare 
three  first  Rates  of  sixte  pound  pr 
anom  for  my  labors  in  the  ministrey 
thare  I  sa  I  doe  fuUi  acquitt  thare 
three  Rates  for  aun  72,  73,  74,  and 
haue  receued  them  trewli  and  fulli  as 
wittues  my  hand 

Jerimi  hobart. 

may  3da  1677  in  presence  of 
Thomas  baker  John  how  who  ware 
apoyuted  by  the  selct  men  to  acount 
the  Rates  aforesaid  with  my  selie  as 
tha  say. 

Boston  this  :  17  :  of    march  :  1G7S. 
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Receued  of  fianses  Pebody  the  just, 
sum  of  foure  pounds  iu  mony  and  in 
in  full  to  pay  the  subscription  to  the 
contribution  for  the  new  bulcding  for 
the  Coiledge  j  say  Receued  by  me 
William  Maniung :  wittnes  Henry 
Bartholmevs'.  which  for  pownd  j  tran- 
ces pabody  Receued  of  the  Co]istabel 
Samuel  Houlat  witnes  my  hand 

f ranees  pabody. 

at  a  Meetinp^  of  the  freemen  tlie  22 
of  the  2  m.o  1G79,  8argen  Jolni  Ked- 
inoiton  was  Chosen  2:ran  Juriman  for 
the  ycare  Insiug  voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  14  iune  1G79.  thay  hau 
worke  at  mr  hubba[rts]  to  make  a 
hage  fence  shall  pay  two  shiling  six 
penc  a  day  from  sixteene  yeure  ould 
and  vpwai'd  as  the  law  doth  not  free. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  Jolni  hov;  wns  Chosen  to  snrne 
on  the  Jurie  of  triales  the  naxt  Cort 
that  is  to  be  heeld  at  Ipswich,  13,  da 
of  saptember  J  G80.  voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ti)e  select 
men  13  of  the  7  month  1G80,  a  writ- 
ing to  John  hunk  in  to  fore  warne 
him  of  Coming  to  be  an  inliabetant 
in  oure  towne. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1G81,  Isack  este  senar 
was  Chose  to  be  graniure  man  fo  the 
[y]eare  insuing  voted. 

We  whos  names  are  under  writen 
hauing  power  from  the  Towne  to 
settell  bounds  with  those  that  Joyne 
on  our  Common  :  we  haue  a  cordingly 
agreed  with  mr  Timmothy  Pirkins  ; 
that  all  the  upland  and  medow  :  that 
is  within  his  I'ciicc  at  this  time  Jcmi- 
ary  ye  5th  1G8G  :  in  the  tield  by  the 
meeting  hous  nerc  bare  hill :  shall  be 


and  Remaine  to  him  and  his  heirs 
foreuer,  and  the  fence  as  it  now 
stands  sliall  bo  his  bounds  and  that 
it  shall  be  entered  in  our  Towne 
book  ;  for  the  which  he  the  said  Tim- 
mothy Pirkins  doth  in  iage  to  pay 
two  poimds  eleuen  shilings 

Thomas  Baker 
John  How 
Jacob  Towne 

one  and  twenty  of  that  a  boue 
mentioned  is  ni.ony  I  am  sertenly  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Thomas  baker  and 
Mr.  Timmothy  Pirkins. 

Ephraim  dorman. 

Decn  Isaac  Cominjis  Constable  of 
Topsfield  for  the  yeare  one  thousen 
six  hundred  and  eighty  six,  I  say  re- 
reseued  of  him  ye  full  of  that  rate 
whicli  was  made  for  my  use  for  ye 
year  aforesaid  and  commited  to  him 
to  collect  1  say  rescued  of  him  for 
that  yeare  in  full  for  what  was  com- 
mited to  him  to  gather 

by  me  Joseph  Capen. 

dat  Jan  26:  IGOJ 
this  is  a  true  coppy  entered    pr  me 
Ephraim  Dorm;) n 

Recorder  for  Topsfield. 

rescued  ye  full  of  ye  rate  for  ye 
yeare  85  by  the  hand  of  Elisha  Pir- 
kins constable,  witnes  my  hand 

Joseph  Capen. 
May  21  :88     this  Is  a  true  copy  en- 
tered pr  me 

P^phraim  Dorman  Clarke. 

Charlstowne  18th  march  1600  :  or  01. 
then  Ueseued  of  mr  John  Towne 
Constable  of  Topsfield  three  twenty 
shilling  bills  of  creadit  and  thirty  six 
shillin<]fs  in  mony  and  is  in  full  of  ye 
two  mony  rntes  r:  i  a  halfe  of  said 
Towne  ye  wholl  wis  the  remainder 
four  pounds  six!.'  •"■    "■•hillings   I   say 


iirhd 
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reseued   pr  John  Phillips  Treasurer 

Copia  Vare — Ephraim  Dorman 
Tovvne  Clarke. 

Charlstowne  ye  sixt  of  may  1G91. 

Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne  Cun- 
stable  of  Topsfield  eighty  pounds  in 
bills  Charged  on  said  Constable  and 
bills  of  Creadit  as  luony  in  full  of  ye 
ten  rates  which  he  was  to  Colect  of 
ye  inhabitence  of  said  Towne  by 
worrent  bareing  date  ye  2  of  A  prill 
1690.  T  say  reseued  pr  John  Phillips 
Treasurer. 

Copia  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Towne  Clarke 

Charls  Towne  ye  16  desember  1692 
the[n]  Reseued  of  mr  John  Tovvne 
Cunstable  of  Topsfield  ye  sum  of 
ninety  pounds  fiue  shilhngs  and  one 
penny  as  mony  in  pt  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Town.  I  say  Reseued 
pr  John  Phillips  Treasurer 

Copya  V^are — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Town  Clarke. 

IJoston  fal)ruary  22:1693-4. 

Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne  Con- 
stable of  Topsfield  ten  shillings  pv.d 
six  penc^  bill  of  Creadit  and  four 
pounds  four  shillings  and  fiue  pence 
by  discount  for  my  master  James 
Tailor  Treasurer  in  full  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Townes  asesment 
04  :1.4  :11  pr  Jaremiah  Allin 

Copya  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Clarke. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
forth  of  Jauuari  1G77.  there  was  a 
Rate  Comited  to  Ensi<2:ue  2;oold  and 
John  how  for  to  gather  vp  and  pay 
in  to  the  ministar  mister  hobart.  tha 
ar  to  pay  to  the  ministar  sixte  pound 
and  tha  are  to  pay  John  Robeson 
twente  and  fiue  shi lings  and   thay  ar 


to  haue  the  Rest  for  thar  payncs  or 
for  gatheriijg  vp  the  ministeres  due 
and  John  Robesons  due. 

this  Rate  her  spesified  is  sixte  fiue 
pound  nioe  shilings  and  ten  penc. 

at  a  lawfull  Town  Meting  the 
fourth  of  March  167f  Left,  ffrancis 
Pabody  is  chosen  dark  to  kep  the 
town  Book  this  3'ere  voted  : 

Samuel  howlat  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  year  insuiuf^f  voted. 

Ensigne  goold  mr  thoinas  baker 
[T]sack  Co[m]ings  John  honey  and 
trances  pabody  ar  Chosen  selactmen 
for  to  order  the  prudacal  afares  of 
the  town  for  this  year  insuing  voted. 

John  french  and  John  Robeson  ar 
Chosen  soruaares  for  hiwas  this  year 
insuini^.  voted. 

John  Wiles  and  danil  borman  are 
Chosen  to  vew  fences  this  yeare  in- 
voted. 

John  Robeson  is  agreed  with  for 
to  sweep  the  meeting  hous  and  to 
fasen  the  dores  and  is  to  luuic  twente 
fiue  shilens  for  his  payenes     voted 

the  towne  liath  granted  I0  tobiiah 
perlceus  to  be  a  Comanur  for  f<i'f(\ 
and  faling  timbe[i']  as  his  nibors  ar. 

tobiiah  perkens  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Jure  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Cort  hild  at  Ipswich  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78  the  towne  granted  to  mr 
hobart  the  pond  that  lieth  on  tlie 
southside  or  south  est  end  or  side  of 
the  meeting  hous  and  three  ackeros 
of  laud  aioycuing  to  it  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  5 
march.  1677.78.  the  towne  for  the 
preseruing  of  thare  timber  on  the 
south  HJd  the  Iveuer  haue  :;groe(.i  that 
no  man  hance  forwanl  shall  tal  am 
trees  or  timber  with   out    leuo    from 
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such  men  or  man  that  t[_h]e  townc 
shall  impoure  to  giue  leiie  if  ani  shall 
fall  ani  treese  with  out  leue  hee  shall 
pay  for  eueri  tree  ten  shilins  to  the 
towne. 

this  order  is  for  the  timber  on  the 
south  side  the  Rcuer  onli      voted. 

Isack  Este  scur  is  Chosen  and  im- 
pouered  to  grant  liberti  to  snch  of 
our  towne  as  need  ani  timber  and  to 
take  the  penalti  of  ani  that  shall  fall 
ani  timber  without  leue  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78.  the  towne  granted  to 
Isack  Este  senr  and  Jacob  towne  and 
John  Robeson  a  small  strip  of  vpland 
and  swamp  ling  by  the  Ileuer  on  the 
south  side  the  Keuer  and  the  aboue 
sade  men  are  to  giue  to  the  towne 
whot  the  selact  men  and  thay  shall 
agree  vpon  for  the  prise  of  it. 

voted. 

march  5,  1G77-78. 

the  towne  granted  to  mr  william 
perkins  senr  liberti  to  remoue  his 
fence  on  the  south  west  end  of  his 
feeld  to  the  vphiiid  side  sowwest 
ward  hee  paying  foi'  it  to  the  townc 
as  the  selact  men  and  hee  shall  agree 
prouided  it  be  no  predegidis  to  the 
parsonidg  land  voted. 

the  towne  granted  to  william  per- 
kins Juner  a  strip  of  land  aioyning 
to  his  one  land  bounded  with  a  letel 
Ron  of  water  in  part  on  the  west  side 
of  it  and  the  sade  william  perkins  is 
to  pay  to  the  towne  Eight  pound  for 
it  excapt  the  selact  men  Judg  it 
worth  more  its  laftto  them  and  him 
self  to  agree  for  the  prise  of  it 

voted. 

Receucd  march  17th  1075:  from 
Isack  Este  by  a  noat  from  mr  sin^an 


broadstreet  ccqiiire  the  som  of  two 
])ounds  and  six  shilings  in  full  of 
Topcfeilds  rate  for  the  yeare,  1661. 
I  say  Receued  as  Excecntor  to  mv 
honored  father  Racherd  Rusil  Esquir 
late  tresurar  desesed 

James  Ruslll. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  of  16^2  the  towne  granted  to  John 
how  fine  Rod  of  ground  to  be  lade 
out  at  the  norwest  Corner  of  his 
howslot  by  his  barne.  voted. 

the  19  of  aperel  1678  this  aboue 
mencioned  line  Rod  of  ground  grant- 
ed to  Jolui  how  is  lade  out  by  the 
selact  men  the  extent  of  it  is  about 
fore  Rod  nor  ward  from  a  great  oke 
that  is  now  standing  nere  the  way 
against  John  howes  barsie. 

this  is  a  recet  of  whot  william  per- 
kens  hath  payed  to  the  towne  in  part 
of  the  three  pound  he  oetli  to  the 
towne  for  his  ilrst  parcil  of  laud  he 
boote  of  the  towne. 

Receued  of  william  perkeus,  inner, 
sixteene  shilings  for  the  uce  of  the 
towne  of  topcfeeld  by  the  order  of 
insigne  John  goold  select  man  in  the 
yeare  1677.     2  aperell  1678. 

Joseph  bisbe. 

this  sixteene  shilinsis  aboue  men- 
cloned  and  payed  to  Joseph  bigsbe 
to  him  for  worke  he  did  about  mr 
hoberts  windoe  or  for  shingel   for  it. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  the  thirteth 
day  of  aperell  1678,  sargent  John 
Rediuirton  was  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  graniurie  this  year  in  suing 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  23  Jiili  1078  wee  doe  oi'der  tliat 
thare  shall  be  noe  Ranu^s  ore  Ranie 
to  Rune  vpon  ani  ground  that  is  wilh 
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out  fence  after  the  first  of  august 
uext  Insuing  tell  a  mouth  after 
miekellmas  vpon  the  forfeture  of  one 
half  of  the  Rames  or  Rame  soe  taken 
vp  and  it  is  lawfull  for  ani  man  to 
take  ani  Rames  ore  Rame  that  is 
seene  to  ron  vpon  ani  vnfenced 
ground  within  the  time  aboue  sayed. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  27  of 
august  John  Redington  is  Chosen 
Comisioner  to  -Joyne  with  tlie  selact 
men  to  mak  the  Contre  Rnte  and  to 
Care  it  in  to  salam  as  the  law  diracts 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  27  august 
John  Comines  is  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  Juri  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Corte  held  at  Ipswich  voted. 

boston  October  10.  H578. 

Receued  of  ConstMhel  John  how  of 
topcfeeld  in  part  of  the    moni    Rates 
forteene  pound 
no.  305.  John  hull  tresurar. 

I  allso  acknoledaj  tliat  the  first  ten 
Rates  mad  in  the  yeare,  1G66,  are 
fully  paid 

John  houll  tresarer. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  in  nouembear  1678.  tb.eare  was 
Comited  to  samuell  howlat  Constabel 
two  Rates  the  one  is  a  Counte  Rate 
the  third  parte  of  a  singel  Contre  Rate 
which  amountes  to  three  pound  fine 
shiling  which  the  Constabel  is  to 
gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  marshall 
scare  of  salame  the  other  Rate  is  al 
to  he  payed  in  raoni  it  is  the  Coledg 
Rate  which  is  in  the  whol  som  fore 
pound  and  seuen  shilings  fore  pound 
of  it  is  to  be  payde  at  Cambredg  and 
Kight  shilings  to  Ensigne  goold. 

also  decau  perkens  william  nicalles 
Isack  Este  and  f[r]ances  [)abodyare 


Chosen  and  apoynted  to  be  tithing 
men  to  Inspect  ani  parson  ore  par- 
sons that  shall  profane  the  saboth 
and  to  proseed  against  ani  that  sliall 
be  falte  as  the  law  diractes. 

desamber  1678.  ther  is  two  Rates 
Comitted  to  samuell  howlat  Consta- 
bel 1  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  the 
Contre  treserar  or  his  asincs  the  on 
Rate  is  a  singel  Contre  Rate  to  be  I 
payde  all  in  moni  and  the  other  is 
adobel  Contre  Rate  it  niabe  payed  in 
Corne  or  raoni  on  Rate  amountes  to 
nine  pownd  forteene  and  a  leuen  pejic 
the  other  amountes  to  nineteene 
pound  thirteene  shilings  and  a  leuen 
penc. 

1678.  Januarie  the  leuenth  ther  is 
the  ministeres  Rate  Comited  to  sam- 
uel  howlat  Constabel  to  gather  vp 
and  pay  in  to  the  minister  his  due  is 
sixte  pownd  but  the  Rate  the  full 
som  is  sixte  one  [)ownd  forteene  shil- 
ings and  on  pence. 

at  a  lasvfull  towne  meeting  in  Jau- 
uari  1678  the  tow[n]e  hath  agreed 
that  tlie  selact  men  shall  haue  pouar 
to  set  vp  a  galere  and  those  that  sit 
in  it  shall  pay  for  the  setiug  vp  the 
galere  and  the  townes  men  shall  haue 
the  first  piofer  of  the  seates  in  bying 
of  them. 

this  was  voted  by  mee  samuel 
howlat  Constabel. 

where  as  the  towne  granted  wil- 
liam {)erkens  Juiiar  a  small  strip  of 
land  liing  and  ioyning  to  his  one  land 
liing  on  the  sowest  and  a  small  Rone 
of  water  on  the  west  and  soe  from 
John  howes  vp  the  Ron  of  water  tel 
the  Ron  of  water  partes  in  to  two 
where  thnre  is  a  small  tree  marked 
and  soe  from  that  tree  to  the  Cornar 
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of  his  fere  as  it  uow  stancles  where 
ther  is  a  tree  marked  alsoe  this  strip 
of  land  here  mencioued  was  laft  to 
the  selact  men  and  william  perkens 
to  agree  about  the  prise  of  it  and 
thay  did  agree  for  fiftoenc  pound  to 
be  payed  in  three  yeare  riu[e]  pound 
a  yeare  in  Corn  and  Calil  to  the 
towne  In  neete  Catil  and  marchanta- 
bel  Corne  at  prise  Corant  the  on  lialf 
Corn  the  other  Catil. 


Rates    with   out  the   townes    order, 
voted , 

Isack  Comins  Is  Chosen  to  saru? 
one  the  Juri  of  trials  at  the  naxt 
Copt  held  at  Ipswich.  voted. 

Isack  Este  is  Chosen  again  to 
glue  liberti  to  such  as  haue  need  of 
ani  timber  for  bul[d]ing  and  fenc- 
ing and  the  liberti  "he'  giues  shall 
hold  good  but  one  yeare  voted. 

John    french    and    Joseph     towne 


Januari  31.  1678 
mat. 

where  as  william  perkens  was  in- 
dated  to  the  towne  three  pownd  for  a 
small  parsil  of  land  that  he  bought 
of  the  towne  befor  this  lifteen  pownd 
perchas  the  said  william  perkens  hath 
payed  that  three  pownd  as  he  was 
ordered  by  the  selact  men  for  the 
townes  vse  and  alsoe  he  hath  payed 
twente  and  two  shilings  and  six 
peuc  more  [tjorwards  of  iiia  first  Hue 
pownd. 

At  A  Lawfull  Town-Meeting  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Topsfd.  on  the 
fourth  of  March  l(J78-79.  Lieut  Pa- 
body  was  chosen  Towne-Chirke 
this  year,  1679. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting 
forth  of  march,  1678-79,  william 
perkens  inner  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  yeare  Insuing  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
the  forth  1G78-79  Ensigne  goold,  mr 
thomas  baker,  sargen  Redenton, 
Jacob  towne  and  frances  pabody  ar 
Chosen    selact   men    for    this    yeare 


the  selact    man    ^^^^  --^'  Chosen  for  to    be    seni?5erei 


for 


the 
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the  towne  doth  prohebet  t[h]e 
selact  men  from  alinatint^  ani  of  tlie 
townes  land  nor  uiiilce  any  new  Kates 
to  pay  owld  detes  formarii   put    into 


and  for  to    look    to   the   fences    tlii 
yeare  that  both  hiwas  and  fences    l)-.- 
repared  as  need  Require  voted. 

John    andros    hatli     liberti    giiien : 
him  to  set  his  fenc  ouei   a  letel    I'liek  : 
of  land  to  strateu  his  fane  and  if  the 
towne  see  it    Conuiant    to    Chang    it  . 
with  him  after  wardes  voted. 

Jacob  towne  and  goodman  wiles 
and  Isack  Este  ar  Chosen  bi  tbe 
towne  to  Ron  the  line  betwene  tlie 
Cow  Comon  and  lots  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meetin;?  the 
forth  of  march  1678-79  Ensigne 
goold  and  frances  pabody  ar  Chosen 
to  Record  the  loles  that  are  layd  out 
on  the  south  side  the  Reucr  the 
lanth  and  bredth  as  tha  war  layd 
out  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  march  14th  1678.79.  thav  haue 
ordered  and  here  by  declare  that 
wher  as  thare  was  a  way  lay<l  down 
bettwene  mr  perkcnes  orchard  and 
william  averis  land  whicii  thay  Con- 
ceue  to  be  Coman  land  no  man  sJKili 
fence  it  in  for  thare  propor  vse  l>nt 
it  shall  Remain  Coman  still  tell  the 
towne  do  order  it   other  other    wase 

voted. 

Ensigne  goold  desentes  from  this 
order. 


p',  :<>'.'' 
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I         at  a  lawfull  meeting  of   the  seiact  tovrne   act   that   euer   past   nor    ani 

men  march  14eth  16Y8-79.  there  was  towne  Kecord  that  houldes  forth    ani 

I     two  Rates  made  for  to  procure    pow-  such  thing  we  doe    Couceue    it    need 

\     der  and  buletes  as  the    law    diractes  full    to  suspend    vntill    thare   be     a 

the  on  Rate  Comited  to  samuell  how-  forder  opertuuili  to  be   batter   satse- 

lat  Constabel  to  gather  vp  and  bring  fied  by  making    inquire    at  the    naxt 

in  to  the  seiact  men    the   whoil    som  Conute  Court   vpon    whot   groundes 

of  tliat  Rate  Comited  to  samuel  how-  mr  ier   hobards    petision    was  made 

lat   is   fourtene    pound    six    shilings  and  also  how  the  towne  Comes  to  be 

and  he  is  to   gather  vp    but  the   on  60  pounds  in  his  deat.  voted. 

:      third  of  it  for  the  other    parte    is    al  , 

rcdi  payde  in  porcliesing   that   stock  boston    apere    10th  16/9         ,   ^        ^        ! 

of   poW(ler    and    buletes    that   is    in        ^''^<^  ^'^  ^f  .^^^'''''l^   'T^^'^  f^'f        i 
.      ^  pament  m    full    for   the    three     last        i 

the' other  Rate  is  Comited  to  John  "^^^^^   ff/'T    ^n    ^^'^   ^^""""^   ""^        I 

Comines  Clarke  to  irather  vp   of   the  topcfeeld    to   the     Country  \ 

,     viUidgers  that  haue  lad  them    salues  ^^       ^^,       ^,  .      .  JohnHuI  treserar.        ^ 

1     to  topcffeeld  Compeni   for   to    traine  No.    391        his    is    samuel    howlates        , 

I     with  them  thare  Rate  the  som  of  it  is  ^^^^^  ^^'^"^  '^''^  tresarer.  | 

I     foure   pownd   ninteene    shilins    both        ^^  ^  lawfull  meeting  of   the    seiact        I 

|.     these  Rates  ar  to  be  payed    in    mom  j^en    of   topsfeeld    the     14th     June        i 

I;     or   Indian    Corne   at    two    shilins    a  [i679]thay  haue   agreed  thay    that        I 

I     bushil    al    to    be    brought    into    the  doe  not  Com  to  worke  at  mr  hobartes        ' 

I     Helact  [men]  of  topcfieeld.  to  make    a    h[age]    fence    shall    pay        j 

f         29  of  aperel  1679.  mr   thomas  ba-  two   shilings    and  six    penc    a    day        | 

l-     ker  was  Chosen  moderater   for   that  from   sixteenc   yearos    and     vpward 

I     meeting.  that  the  law  doth  not  free. 
I        at  a  lawfull    towne    meeting  29    2        ^t  a  lawfull  meetin- of   the    seiact 

I     mo  16/9   the  town    agreed    tha     tlie  ,„en  the  fourth  of   iuli    1679    th[ay] 

selactmen    shall    procure    and    by    a  ,^^^.       j>^^^^^^^    ^  ^^^^^^^   ^^,^^^^    ^j^^ 

I     :^w  for  the  vce  of  luck  wackle  [Luke  ^^^^^-^^.^^^^^.^^  ^^^^^    ^^^^.^ 

I     \\  akelmg]  and  the   towne    will    pay  R^quirered     to     gather     of  '  theare 

^^'  ^^^  ^'^^^^*  saueral    inhabetants    Ratabel     foure 

the  towne  of  topcfeeld  at  a   towne  singel  Contre  rates  that  amouutes  to 

meeting   the   29eth   of   aperel    1679  thirte  Eight  pound    ninteen    shilings 

hauing  heard  an  order  Rad  that   was  &  for  that   end   thay    haue   made    a 

made  by  the    Counte    Court   at    Ips-  Rate  and  Comited  it  to   the    Consta- 

wich   Conserning    oure     being     Re-  be[l]    william     perkeings     inner     to 

quiered  to  pay  a  som  of  60  pound  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to   the    Contre 

mr  Jarimiah   hobart   which   as     the  tresarer  in  boston  the    who!   som    of 

said  order   seemes    to     expres     was  the    Rate   that    is   deliuered    to    the 

promised    for    his     Incorigment     to  Constabel  is  thirte  nine  pound  twelue 

Com  to  topsfeeld    wee    being    in   the  shilings  4  d.  al  don  in    the    forth    of 

darke  about  it  and  not  knoins:  of  ani  iuli. 
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at  a  lafull  meeting  of  tlio  selact 
men  the  27  of  august  1679  tbare  war 
an  order  giucn  to  Ensigne  goold  and 
mr  thomas  baker  for  to  deioand  and 
Receue  of  samuel  liowlat  that  moni 
Comited  in  a  Rate  to  samuel  howl  at 
to  gather  vp  for  to  by  amonision  as 
the  l[aw]  diracts  the  whol  Rat  is 
about  feifteene  pound  the  third  part 
is  onli  to  be  gathered . 


»' 


at  a  lawful!  meeting::;  of  the  selact 
men  iennari  the  on  and  tv/enth  [in] 
the  yeare  lCf79.  Receued  of  wiliiam 
perkeines  inner  six  pownd  three 
shilin[gs]  in  part  of  pay  of  that 
deapt  he  oeth  the  towne  for  land  he 
bought  of  the  to[wne]  tvvente  two 
shilings  6d  of  tliis  six  j)ound  thiree 
shilings  is  entered  in  auo[ther]  place 
in  the  booke. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  salact 
men  the  21eth  of  Jaunari  1G79 
th[are]  was  a  rate  made  for  the 
minister  which  amounts  to  sixte 
pound  an[dl  sixteen  shilins  and  ten 
penc  which  is  delinered  {o  william 
perkines  iun[e)']  beiuH'  Constabel 
for  him  to  gather  vp  :uid  i>aY  in  to 
the  minestar  or  cau[se]  to  be  paed 
in  to  him  or  his  asigncs  and  to  take 
a  sofisiant  discharg;e  for  tiie  towne 
from  the  ministar  of  sixte  pound 
which  is  due  fnnn  the  towne  and 
bring  that  discliarge  to  the  selact 
men. 

daniel  borman  and  John  how  and 
Epheram  dorman  and  Jolm  nical[s] 
are  Chosen  tithin<2:  for  this  veai-e 
insuing  the  ninth  of  februari  thay 
beegan  theare  yeare  1G79. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  tlie  free 
men  the  13  aperel  1()S0  samuel  how- 
let  was  Chosen  graniuri  man  for  the 
yeare  in  suing.  voted. 


at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaci 
men  Janari  7  1680  thar  ware  mad 
three  Rates  mad  two  for  the  Contri 
Containing  fore  singel  Contri  Rates 
and  one  Rat  for  the  C'ounte  Contain- 
ing lialf  a  singel  Coutre  Rate  it, 
amountes  to  about  Cue  pound  six 
shilings,  also  the  Contri  Rates  on  is 
to  be  played  in  moni  and  that  Rate 
is  twente  tv/o  pound  three  shilings 
twente  pound  fortecn  shilings  is  to  lif 
payed  to  tlie  Contrfi]  treasurer  nm] 
fine  shiling  a  deet  to  the  sehict  men 
which  tha  laid  out  for  tiie  biing  atul 
gating  mesures  for  the  townes  u??e 
as  law  reguire,  the  othe:-  Rat 
amouates  to  twente  pound  forteeu 
shiiiugs  for  the  Contri  and  the  Ra[ej 
amountes  to  one  and  twente  pouiul 
three  shilings  and  six  penc.  thes 
Rates  are  Comited  to  william  smith 
Constai)el  to  gather  vp  in  ianari 
1680. 

2  of  march  :  l«i79  or  80.  Leften- 
nant  Pebody  was  chosen  Clarke  for 
the  vear  in  suins;  voted. 

John  how  was  Chosen  to  Rcord 
town  actes  this  day  2  march    1679. 

mr  thomas  baker  saroen  Rading- 
ton  Corjnel  Jacob  towne  John  honey 
and  f ranees  pabody  are  Chosen  se- 
lact men  for  this  veare  in  suins;  and 
tha  are  impouered  to  order  the  pru- 
danciel  afares  of  the  towne  this 
yeare  voted  by  papers. 

Corporall  william  smitii  is  C.'hosen 
Constabel  for  the  yeare  insuing 
voted. 

John  willes  is  Chosen  Jnriman  of 
trials  foi-  this  naxt  Court  to  be  at 
Ipswich  voted. 

John  french  and  Jolni  how  are 
Chosvn  suruaeres  fur  this  yearii 
insuing  voted. 

at    a    towne    meeting    2  of    march 
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1G70.  80  the  towne  haue  mad  Choice 
of  John  how  to  gin  a  deede  to  mr 
william  perkeins  ii>ni[t'i]  of  tliat 
strip  of  hmd  which  the  towne  sokl  to 
him  and  is  h\ad  ont  to  him  b}'  the 
sehict  men  voted. 

William  auerel  Enteres  his  Contrari 
desi-nt. 

mr  baker  Copornl  towne  and  John 
v.ilk'S  are  Chosen  a  Comitte  to  Hnn 
tlie  bonndes  that  are  betwene  the  five 
hondei'ed  aekorcs  that  are  iaad  out 
for  the  towne  Comon  and  the  lotes 
tiiat  but  against  it  on  the  south  that 
Coman  here  ment  is  on  the  south 
sifle  the  Kener  also  tha  are  to  run 
the  boundes  tliat  ar  betwene  william 
auerel  and  danel  borman  and  frances 
pabody  soe  far  as  thay  JoN^ne  to- 
gatlier  voted. 

the  -22  of  march  1  {179.80. 

the  fore  sade  three  men  mrthomas 
baker  Cor[)()rall  towne  and  John 
Wiles  haue  acording  to  towne  order 
haue  Reueued  the  boundes  betwene 
(laiil  boiman  and  fravices  pabodv  bv 
laing  a  heape  of  l^ockes  in  that  place 
wlieri'  foi-marli  thearc  was  a  ti'ee  but 
now  Rotten  and  gon  in  leftenant 
I't'body  orchard       witnes  our  handes 

Thomas  Baker 
John  wills 
Jacob  towne 

at  a  Lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye  7 
may  IG80. 

The  Towne  manifesed  by  voat  that 
thay  ware  not  Willing  mr  llubbord 
should  Coutiniae  in  ye  AVorke  of  ye 
ministrey  here  at  To[)sfeidd  without 
mr  llubbord  and  ye  Towne  Can 
agree  in  a  more  (  hristan  way  than 
tliay  bee  in  at  prsent.  voted. 

the  towne  by  vote  does  declare 
that    if    mr    hobard    desire    a   towne 


meeting  hee  may  discors  with  the 
towne  if  hee  apoyint  a  (hiye  the  naxt 
vveeke  thay  will  meet  with  him  if  hee 
giu  notes  on  saboth  day  naxt.  7  may 
16^^0. 

The  Towne  has  manifesed  by  vote 
that  thay  are  willing  to  Jone  with  ye 
Viligers  and  our  Neaighobcrs  of  the 
forimes  of  Ipswich  that  doe  order- 
lud}'  Come  to  hcare  ye  word  heare  to 
petiction  the  Generall  Couit  that 
wee  might  be  Laid  to  gatlier  for  ye 
Cariang  one  ye  miuisterey  may  7 
ic.-so. 

at  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  may  7 
1680,  william  perkeines  Juner  and 
samucll  howlat  arc  Chosen  Colacters 
to  galher  vp  all  Rates  Comited  to 
them  for  the  minester  or  ani  other 
Rates  Comited  to  them  and  to  sue 
In  C'ase  ani  shal  Refues  to  pay  at 
bauerle  or  ani  whear  Elc  where 
Rates  are  due  to  vs 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meetins;  7eth  of 
may  1680.  Ensigne  John  goold  and 
mr  thomas  baker  are  Chosen  to 
Joyne  with  the  viiegeres  aiul  our 
nihores  in  Ipswich  that  Comonli 
Com  to  here  the  word  of  god  here  to 
Joyne  with  them  to  petision  tiie 
generei  Court  to  grant  that  thay  may 
Joyne  with  topcft-eld  to  the 
mantaining  of  the  ministre  to    gather 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
lOeth  of  may  16S0.  John  willes 
and  John  how  a[re]  Chosen  to  looke 
that  men  Ring  thare  swine  acording 
to  towne  order  vote[d]. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  July  1080  thay 
Receuing  the  new  lawes  mad    at    the 

geiiarall  Couit  hceld  ma —  la?^t  It'tsO 
abouiiht  new  staudereds    or    nicscres 
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for  Corne  bere  aucl  wine  we  the 
selact  men  doe  promis  the  Constabel 
to  defray  the  Charges  that  he  shall 
all  nasasarili  la   out  on  this   ocasiou 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  tlie  selact 
men  the  27  Juli  1680,  f ranees  pa- 
body  was  Chosen  to  sele  wates  and 
mesures  by  the  town  standered  as  is 
now  newli  Com  from  Ingland  and  is 
at  present  to  be  our  standered  in 
masetuset  Colcne  voted. 

at  a  lawfnll  towne  meeting  the 
tenth  of  ansfust  1680.  Ensio-ne 
goold  is  Chosen  Comisionar  to  Joyne 
with  the  selaetmen  to  take  notes  of 
the  townes  heades  and  estates  Rat- 
abel  and  to  Cari  in  the  townes  Estat 
to  salam  at  tim  and  plac  acording  to 
law  voted. 

tliis  is  to  sarti  fie  that  samnel  how- 
lat  Constabel  hath  satis  fied  the 
Counte  Rate  which  was  made  in  the 
yeare  1678  and  Comited  to  him  to 
gather  vp  tliis  twenti  niutli  of  Sep- 
tember 1680. 

Receued  of  samuell  howlatt  Con- 
stabel of  topefeld  in  full  of  the 
Connte  Rate  due  in  78.  the  some  of 
three  pounds  fine  shilings  J  say  Re- 
ciued  pr  me  Robart  Payne 

tresear. 

the  two  and  tweenteth  of  October 
1680      wiliiam       smith        Constabel 

C 

lact  men  In  the  behalf  of  the  towne 
did  fore  warn  him  of  liuino;  as  a[n] 
inhabetaut  in  topefeld  fore  dayes 
after  he  brought  his  famili  within  the 
boundes  of  topefeeld 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  7  .lanuari  1680.  the  selact  men 
Rackened    with     William       Perk(!ns 


abought  his  dat  he  oeth  the  towne 
and  he  hath  payed  of  his  deat  of 
fortene  pound  nine  pound  six  shil- 
ings and  six  penc  as  he  did  make 
apere  by  Recetes  where  he  had  paed 
the  townes  dattes  as  he  was  ordered 
good  man  Robeson  is  paed  in  this 
acount  for  two  yeare  Pending  in 
march  next  insuing  for  sweepiug  the 
hous. 

topefeeld  the  14  of  Jauuari  1680. 
Receued  of  the  towne  of  topefeeld 
for  mi  labor  in  the  miuestri  thare  for 
the  yeares  1675  and  1676  the  some 
of  sixte  pouiid  for  each  vpon  a  true 
acount, with  John  how  Constabel  for 
the  years  afore  said  i  sa  rcieued  by 
mee  Jarimia  hobart. 

witnes  et 
thomas  leaker  and  John  how. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  the  17  of 
december  1680.  the  towne  did 
agree  and  Cuse  a  Comite  to  asjree 
with  mr  dan  forth  for  his  Contenning 
here  at  topefeeld  in  the  worke  of  the 
miuestri  as  the  towne  shall  giue 
diraction  to  the  Comit[e]  tha  shall 
Chnse  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  in 
Januari  1680  frances  pabody  and 
Ensigne  goold  are  Chosen  by  the 
towne  of  topefeeld  as  a  Comite 
acording  to  dyraction  from  the  hon- 
ared  maior  g^enaral  danison  for  the 
produsing  the  best  anidanc  tlia  Can 
to  prone  our  titel  good  to  the  sile 
wee  iiu  on  voted 

John  goold  senr  John  Redington 
decon  thomas  perkeins  frances  pa- 
body  mr  thomas  baker  John  pabody 
Jacob  towne  senr  Isuck  ICsto  /loim 
houey  m-aniia  abot  John  willes  tlu'rse 
fore    mencioned    men    ar  (Jhosen     a 
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Coraite  in  the  behalfe  of  the  towiie 
to  a^Tree  with  mr  danforth  for  his 
Contiiniiug  here  with  vs  at  topcfeeld 
in  the  v/orke  of  the  minestri  and 
wee  doe  forther  giu  poiior  to  the 
Coinite  to  chuse  som  amongest  them- 
sahies  or  aiii  other  as  tlmy  shall  see 
ineet  to  goc  and  spak  with  the 
(leputi  goiiarnor  or  anl  other  that 
may  beconserned  abonght  mister 
danforth  sattelment  voted 

the  towue  hath  giuen  pouar  to  the 
Ccinite  that  thay  haue  Chosen  to 
agree  with  mr  danforth  and  to  pro- 
far  him  three  score  ponnd  a  yeare 
one  third  in  siluer  and  the  other 
two  thirdes  to  be  payed  in  Corant 
pay  of  the  Contre  at  the  Contre 
prise  namli  in  wheat  porke  molt 
butter  Rie  indean  Corne  an  equal 
proposion  of  all  with  out  aui  partic- 
elar  parson  or  parsones  doe  agree 
with  mr  danforth  to  take  it  in  ani 
on  of  the  afore  mencioned  payes 
and  if  the  Comite  Canot  agree  with 
mr  danforth  for  whot  is  afore  speci- 
fied thay  haue  powar  to  promise 
thirte  pownd  in  siluer  and  the  other 
tiiirte    pownd    as   is   before    speitied 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  11  februari  1G80  danell 
Clark  Isack  Comines  seenr  John 
french  and  John  Cortes  ar  Chosen 
for  tithing  men  for  the  yeore  insu- 
ing  voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
furst  of  uiarch  1680  or  81  Lef tenant 
Pobody  was  Chosen  Clarke  for  this 
yore. 

tobiiah  perkeius  Is  Chosen  Con- 
^tabel  for  the  yeare  insuing         voted 

Knsigue  o-oold  Isack  Kste  Ephroam 
•tannan  francos  pabody    and    samuel 


howlat  are    Chosoj    selact   men    for 
the  yeare  insuing  voted 

Corperal  towne  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  iuri  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Couart  heeld  at  Ipswich  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
first  of  march  1G80  or  1  the  towne 
granted  to  John  Cortis  to  be  a  free 
Comonar  as  is  grauted  to  other  of 
his  nibores  ar  as  tobiiah  perkeins 
and  mickal  donel  ar  voted 

mr  thomas  backer  Ensigne  goold 
and  .lohn  houev  ar  Chosen  a  Comite 
to  goe  and  veue  land  that  Isack  Este 
and  thomas  perle  haue  prounded  to 
the  town  *  *  and  to  mak  Retorne 
to  the  towne  the  nax  towne  meeting 
how  thay  find  it  far  the  towne  to  be 
will  in  to  grati  fie  those  men        voted 

mr  thomas  backer  Corporal  Jacob 
towne  william  smith  sener  ar  Cliosen 
to  goe  to  Ipswicli  Cort  naxt  Ensigne 
goold  to  goe  also  to  see  if  tha  Can 
dispones  hunkins  and  Remoue  lieem 
from  topcfeeld  and  tha  ar  to  prose- 
cut  it  to  efact  voted. 

this  towne  meeting  is  aiorned  tell 
the    22eth    of    this     instant     march 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  meotino-  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  march  1680  or  81 
the  selact  men  now  in  being  doe 
Consent  and  ao-ree  v/ith  Insio;ne 
goold  is  Chosen  and  John  honey  that 
thay  shall  sat  vp  a  galari  in  the  meet- 
iui.''  hons  the  wholl  lensjth  of  the  hous 
and  to  make  it  three  seates  wide  the 
lanth  of  the  hous  and  tha  ar  to  be 
paed  by  those  that  shall  sit  in  tham 
acording  to  th:it  the  towne  did  iiinee 
at  a  towne  meeting  in  tiie  yeare  1678 
as  ye  may  find  15  p^age  voted 
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at  a  lau'full  towne  meeting  the 
22ethof  march  1G80  or  80  the  towne 
agreed  thiit  the  towne  order  about 
swine  in  liie  >eare  1G73  for  yocking 
and  Ringinij:  swine  shall  stand  in  full 
force  tell  the  town  see  Cause  to 
alter  it  voted 

John  how  and  John  french  ar 
Chosen  soruaeres  to  see  to  tlie  mend- 
ing hiwas  for  the  yeare  insuiug  and 
fences  also.  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
22eth  of  march  IG80  or«l  the  towne 
did  agree  that  the  selaet  men  shall 
order  the  prudancial  afares  of  the 
towne  hut  thav  shal  not  alinat  or 
giue  or  exehang  ani  of  the  townes 
land  voted 

Lliut  pebod}'  is  Chosen  to  scale  all 
the  meseuers  of  topsfeld  and  j'ards 
as  ye  doe  Requier  for  th  :  :  yeare  in 
sueing  voted 

Resceued  of  William  Smith  Con- 
stabell  of  Topsfeeld  in  fiill  of  his 
County  Rate  this  loth  march  1680 
the  some  of  olb  :  3s  :  4d  :1051b  03s  :.I 
sav  Rescued  by  mee 

Robeid  F\iyne  Treseuer 
This  is  a  true  Copeye  of  ye    Tres- 
euer Reseaute  to   ye   Constabell    the 
22  :  march  1670  :  or  :  81 

fances  pabody  Clark 
at  a  lawfull  towne  meetiiii^  the  'I'l 
march  1680  or  81  tlie  towne  gianted 
liberti  to  the  vilegercs  to  bi  a  third 
part  of  the  galeri  to  sit  in  so  that  to 
pay  proporsonabelj  to  the  ministri  as 
is  Judged  meet  by 

Left  Pebodv        Decon  Firkins 

ICnsigne  Gould    Sargt  Pebodv 

John  Honey 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the    22 

march  IGSO.or.  81    the    Towne    doth 


giue  full  power  to  mr  Thomas  Baker 
&  Coipl  Jacob  Townes  &  »Io!in  How 
to  demand  of  any  man  or  men  that 
hatli  any  Land  Lying  in  our  Towne 
to  siiow  there  bounds  of  ye  Land 
thay  haue  in  our  Towne  bo  inds  and 
if  thay  or  hee  dos  refuse  to  show 
tiiere  bounds  thay  liaue  full  power  to 
sue  for  a  mesere  of  therr  Lanrl  ami 
to  doc  thare  best  indeuei-  to  reCoucr 
for  ye  Towne  whot  is  more  tluii 
there  grants :  arid  ye  aboue  named 
men  are  to  haue  one  hnlfe  of  what 
they  recouer  for  there  paynes  w  :th 
out  ye  Towne  sec  good  to  pay  th  m 
dubbel  wai<]^es  foi'  tiiere  time  tiiav 
hauing  power  to  agri-e  with  tli  »s(' 
men  that  haue  Land  with  in  our 
bounds  the  Towne  haiicing  halfe  or 
other  wise  as  is  before  expressed 

voted 

The  followhig  f^entence  is  written 
and  then  crossed  out. 

''the  true  meing  of  this  order  is 
that  thay  shall  meseuer  only  ye 
j)utnam  Land  and  fa" 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ve 
22:  march  1680  or  81  The  To\Nne 
Meeting  a  Jorened  a' id  Left  to  ye 
descrition  of  ye  selectmen  to  Call  et 
and  if  thay  see  good  or  neede  of  et 
and  if  thay  doe  Cale  this  meeting 
thay  are  to  signitie  et  vnder  there 
hands  in  wrisfhteen 

there  is  a  rate  made  the  Light  of 
aperel  the  yere  1()8I  being  the  forth 
parte  of  a  singel  Contre  Rate  which 
is  to  b-e  paied  in  muni  loj-  tiie  n.abin- 
gar  or  agantes  for  thare  exi)edision 
for  london  our  warant  is  for  two 
pound  eleuen  shilinges  and  nin  pene 
but  the  rate  the  whoU  soiu  is  lifte 
sauen  sliilingcs  and  three  penc  tliis 
Rate  was  deliueri'd  to   the    Constabei 
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I  tobiiah  perkenes  the  26  day  of  aperel 
f  for  to  gather  vp  and  Cari  \n  to  the 
I  Contri  tresarer  as  his  warrant  diractes 
I  him. 

I  at  a  lawfull  town  meeting  the 
[forth  of  may  1681.  Ensigne  goold 
'  and  sargen  John  Redington  ar  Chos- 
en to  goe  to  mr  apes  at  salam  to  see 
if  he  will  excapt  of  a  Call  to  the 
\  raeuestre  here 

boston  may  10  1781. 
Keceted  of  mr  John  how  Constabel 
I;  of  topsfeild  by  saueral  paymentes  in 
I  Rates  pay  and  money  in  full  of  the 
I  town  Rates  and  the  two  six  Rates 
I  and  the  three  Rates  for  the  yeares 
1 1676  and  1677  two  hondeed  and 
|(iueti  fore  pounds  fore  shilings  and 
I  six  pence  I  sa  Receued  by  order  of 
I  mi  master  mr  John  hull 
L  per  me  John  uewman 

I      Witnes  William  smith. 
i  boston  may  21cth  1680 

I  Receued  of  mr  william  perkens  Con- 
I  stabel  of  topcfeeld  by  saueral 
'  piimentes  in  full  of  the  last  four 
I  Rates  in  money  and  as  moni  nin- 
i  teeue  pound  nin  shilings  and  ten 
j  penc  and  in  full  of  the  half  moni 
f  Rate  fiue  pounds  one  shiling  and  six 
I  penc  and  in  Rate  pay  in  full  of  the 
I  last  singel  Contre  Rate  ten  pounds 
three  shilings  I  say  Receued  by 
order  of  my  master  John  hull  esquir 
I  by  me  John  newman 

I  Receued  may  9eth  1631  from  wil- 
I  Ham  smith  one  aCount  of  of  tobiiah 
I  l)erkens  two  pounds  alauen  shilings 
!  and  9  penc  being  in  full  of  topcfeeld 
i  moni  Rate  for  our  agantes 
I  James  Rusil  tresarer 

!      at  a  lawfull  towne  meetins  the    17 


of   June    1681 
Isack   este   ar 


mestcr  danel  apes 


Knsiguc 
Chosen     to 
to   se    if 


goold     and 

to 

will 


goe 
he 


Com  to  help  vs  in  Respect  of  the 
menistri  eueri  other  saboth  oroftener 
if  he  Can  in  order  to  a  forther  axpc- 
rianc  of  ech  other  voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ye 
17  June  1681:  The  Towne  has  or- 
dered that  there  shall  bee  noe  boge 
mine  doge  in  ye  Towne  but  by  some 
townes  man  :  and  hoe  that  dos  dige 
et  shall  Carey  et  with  his  one  terne 
or  hieree  a  townesraan  to  Care}^  et 
alwayes  prouieded  bee  that  diges  it  a 
greees  with  the  seclectmen  of  the 
Towne  to  pay  fouer  pence  a  ton  for 
the  Towne  vese  ether  in  siluer  or 
Iron  and  this  order  stands  m  force 
till  next  march :  Towne  Meeting 
after  the  date  hereof  on  till  forder 
order  bee  taken  about  it  voted 

at  alawfuU  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  iune  27eth  1681  the  selact  men 
granted  Ensigne  goold  liberie  to  di;^; 
twente  tun  of  bogmine  and  is  [to] 
pave  six  shilings  and  Eight  penc  in 
silver  or  iarn  acording  to  town   oru'jr 

voted 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  the  seclact 
men  June  27:  1481  the  seclectmen 
haue  granted  Liut  pebody  Libertey 
to  dige  twent[ej  ton  of  bogemine  liee 
paying  six  shiiing  &  eaight  penc  in 
siluer  or  Iron  aCording  to  towne 
order  Voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  loetli 
of  iuli  1681  Ensio;ne  o;oold  and  John 
honey  are  Chosen  to  be  mesingaros 
by  the  towne  to  goe  to  mr  John  dun- 
forth  to  Renew  thare  inuitacion  of 
him  to  the  work  of  the  mineslri  but 
if  he  Refuse  then  tha  ar  to  goe  by 
the  best  in  formacion  tha  c:io  <j;:it  lo 
procure  another  to  Com  v}K»a  irial  a 
while  voted 
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at  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  29 
of  Jui3'  1681  Thomas  perkins  Jurand 
Joseph  Bixby  Junr  are  Chosen  to 
goe  to  Cambrig  to  pilot  rar  Capen  to 
Topsfeild  to  Lint  pebodycs  house 

Lliut  pebody  Deckon  perkins  Sargt 
Redington  James  How  senr  Mr  Tho : 
Baker  John  Gould  Sargt  pebody 
Samuel  Busell  senr  John  Wilds  John 
How  lacke  estey  Clarke  are  Chosen 
a  Commity  to  discorse  with  Mr 
Capen  to  stay  and  preach  here 
with  vs  at  Topsfeild  a  while 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  23 
6rao  1681  mi  thomas  baker  was 
Chosen  Comisionar  to  ofisiatate  as 
the  law  directes  about  the  singel 
Contre  Rate  with  the  selact  men 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
fift  of  saptember  1681  John  how  was 
Chosen  to  same  on  the  Jnriof  triales 
naxt  Counte  Couart  hecld  at  Ipswich 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  fift 
of  sapember  1681  sargen  Redington 
Jacob  tov/ne  senr  and  John  how  or 
ani  two  of  them  ar  Chosen  to  acom- 
peni  mr  Capen  to  dorchestcr  when 
bee  goes  to  viset  his  frendes  and  to 
bring  him  agane  if  tha  Can  with  his 
frendes  Consent  to  Contene  with  vs 
in  the  ministri  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  fift  of 
saptember  1681.  John  houey  isack 
este  John  how  and  Eprera  dorman  ar 
Chosen  a  comite  to  goe  and  vew  how 
Conveneantli  the  towne  may  ex- 
change two  or  three  acores  of  land 
about  bare  liil  plane  with  mr  thomas 
backer  he  laing  doune  so  moch  more 
aioyneing  to  our  Coinan  land  prouid 
he  and  his  ares  shall  buld  and  kee^) 
hous  and  barn  and  a  tenent  on  that 
land  voted 


at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  26 
of  saptember  1681  the  town  hath 
agreed  to  giue  mr  Joseph  Capen 
sixte  fiue  pownd  by  the  yeare  twente 
pownd  of  it  in  siluer  forti  five  pownd 
in  other  pay  as  namli  in  Corne  porke 
and  beefe  and  the  vse  of  the  pars- 
eneg  house  and  land  the  towne  doth 
leue  it  to  mister  Capen  to  Chuse 
whether  he  will  Chuse  this  or  to 
Chuse  sauente  fume  pound  in  Corant 
pay  as  Corne  poike  and  bc;efe  and 
the  vse  of  the  parseneg  house  and 
land  voted 

mister  Capen  hath  made  Coyce  of 
sixte  fiu  pound  twente  of  it  in  moni 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
of  Noumber  1681  et  was  agreeed 
that  there  should  bee  a  Rate  made  to 
pay  ye  former  Constabell  Namely 
John  How  the  fouer  pounds  nine 
shilings  &  two  penc  that  was  for- 
merly Laid  apon  ye  Gouenr ;  Symon 
Brodstreet  esqr  and  ye  selectmen  are 
ordered  to  make  et  not  with  standing 
any  former  Town  order  Voted 

at  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclcct- 
men  ye  20  of  dcseniber  1681  :  et  was 
a  greed  by  them  to  forwarne  eueues 
mories  from  staying  in  Topsfeild  but 
to  goe  forth  with  to  ye  plase  wher  he 
has  bin  a  inhabitance  for  a  bone  six 
month :  namely  to  nebeuwe}'  and 
thay  haue  forwarned  euenes  mories 
out  of  ye  Towne  forth  with  and  fir- 
ther  in  case  the  said  Euin  Morrs 
doth  not  dc parte  the  Towne  forth- 
with :  Ensigne  John  Gould  and 
John  How  are  Chosen  to  Complain 
to  aThority  that  he  may  be  setteled 
acording  to  law 

this  13  day  of  Jenewarey  1681  the 
seclectmen  mete  and  agreeed  V/ith 
Samuel  Symons    t<>  bild    a  pulpit  for 
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vs  here  at  Topsfeild. 

the  bargin  is  as  foleth  the  said 
Samuel  Symons  is  to  bild  a  pulpit  ten 
foot  Long  and  if  ye  rome  will  giue 
way  it  is  to  belonger  &  for  breth  as 
ye  rome  will  giue  way  it  is  to  bee  a 
wainshote  pulpit  and  ye  sd  Symons  is 
to  doe  all  belongin  to  3'e  pulpit  ex- 
cept tlie  flore  for  yQ  bottom  and  find- 
ing bords  and  nailes  ye  Seclectmeu  are 
to  find  but  to  Lay  ye  flore  and  make 
ye  fctares  ye  said  Symons  is  to  doe  it : 
and  for  to  doe  all  ye  worke  about  ye 
pulpit  as  is  before  mencned  ye  seclect 
men  in  behalfe  of  ye  Towne  are  to 
pay  to  Samuel  Symons  ten  pounds 
and  this  worke  is  to  be  don  and  fin- 
oshed  by  ye  15  day  of  apriell  next  in 
sueing  ye  date  a  boue  dated  and  ye 
pay  that  ye  Seclectmen  haue  agreeed 
ye  Towne  are  to  pay  Goodman  Sy- 
mons in  is  one  halfe  in  Corne  at  ye 
Contry  price  and  ye  other  halfe  in 
neate  Cattell  and  if  any  body  payes 
in  money  is  to  haue  one  thurd  part  of 
his  proportion  abated  and  ye  seclect- 
men doe  bind  themselues  Jontly  to 
see  ye  Towne  dos  pa}^  Goodman  Sy- 
mons as  is  aboue  agreeed  :  the  time  of 
payment  is  when  ye  worke  is  done  as 
Witnes  our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  a 
boue  dated. 

Samuell  Symonds 
frances  pabody 
John  Gould  senr 
Isack  Kstey  sen 
Samuell  Howlett 
Ephraim  Dorman 

At  a  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen ye  31  of  Jeuewary  1681. 
William  Nicklos  &  mr  William  pcr- 
kins  Junr  and  John  lloucy  and  Corpr 
William  smith  ar  Chosen  Tieeingmen 
for  Topsfield  for  ye  yeare  insueing. 


at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  ye  selact 
men  the  31  of  Januari  1681  wee  the 
selact  men  Rackcncd  with  william 
perkenes  Junar  and  we  find  b}'  his 
notes  that  ware  past  to  him  by  the 
selact  men  that  hee  hath  payed  the 
tifteene  pound  that  hee  the  a  boue 
saiyd  perkenes  was  in  dated  to  the 
towne  for  land  he  bought  of  the 
towne  where  by  we  doe  a  quite  and 
discharg  the  sayed  william  perkenes 
of  the  (ifteene  po'.vnd  that  hee  was 
in  dj.dted  to  the  towne  as  witnes  cure 
handes  the  day  and  yeare  aboue 
da  ted . 

frances  pabody 
John  Gould 
Ephrain>  dorman 
Isack  Esty 
Samuell  Howlett 

At  a  lawfuU  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82  Enssine 
John  Gould  is  Chosen  Clark  for  the 
yere  ensewing.  voted. 

Lliut  pebody  Sargt  Redingtou 
Deckon  perkins  Corpl  Townes  Sc 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  seclectmen  to 
order  the  prudcnctiuli  afarcs  of  ye 
Towne  for  ye  yeare  in  sueing.  Voted 

Daniell  Redingtou  is  Chosen  Cou- 
stabell  for  Topsfeild  for  ye  yeare 
insueing.  Voated 

John  ff ranch  is  Chosen  Juereyman 
for  trialls  for  this  naxt  Court  hild  at 
Ipswich. 

it  was  Voated  that  John  How  & 
John  Gould  should  prosikaute  at 
Ipswich  Court  as  ye  seclactmen  did 
before  order  tham  to  see  and  if  thay 
Can  Keepe  euene  mories  from  being 
a  Townesman  here  at  Topsfeild. 

V^oatcd 

John  ff  ranch  i^  John    Townes   are 
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Chosen  to  be  siruiouers  for  ffences 
and  hie  wayes  &  bridges  for  this 
yeare  insuing.  Voated 

The  Towne  has  a  greed  by  Voate 
that  thay  doe  Consent  to  ye  bargln 
the  seclectmen  bane  made  with  Sam- 
uel Symons  about  bilding  ye    pulpit. 

Voated 

William  Auerey  enters  his  desent 
to  ye  Voat  aboue  wrighteen  about  ye 
pulpit. 

The  Towne  has  Agreed  that  euerey 
man  that  is  Legaly  warned  to  Come 
to  ye  hie  wayes  with  a  terae  and  dos 
niglict  to  Come  shall  bee  fined  six 
shiling  a  day  for  euerey  nicclect  and 
euerey  man  that  is  warned  to  Come 
to  worke  at  the  hie  wayes  and  niclect 
shall  pay  by  way  of  a  fine  two  shil- 
ings  and  six  pence  pr.  day  so 
niclecting  it  shall  bee  Countied 
Legall  warino;  and  if  there  is  two 
dayes  betweue  ye  day  of  waring  and 
ye  day  of  working  and  the  Seruay- 
crosaroto  goe  &  dcstraine  for  ye 
fines  and  giue  it  to  ye  men  that  dos 
ye  worko  or  hiere  other  mon  to 
worke  \n  tiievc  rome.  Voated 


The  Towne  dos  agree  that  any 
body  that  dos  ring  hoges  shall  haue 
three  pence  pr  hoge.  hee  finding 
rings  that  dos  ring  there  hoges  and 
is  ordred  by  ye  Towne  to  doe  ye 
worke.  Voated 

Peter  Shamway  &  James  Watters 
is  Chosen  to  ring  hoges  for  this 
yeare.  Voated 


Voated   that    ye 
shall    bee   Tran- 


The  Towne  has 
old  Towne  Booke 
cribed  in  to  ye  new  Towne  l^ooke 
all  that  is  needful  to  bee  don  cl-  that 
is  not  all  redy  don  Voated 


Lliut  pebody  &  John  Gould  are 
Chosen  to  Trancribe  all  ye  old 
Towne  booke  in  to  ye  newe  Towne 
booke  as  is  Needfull  to  bee  don 

Voated 

The  Towne  has  agreed  that  ye 
seclectmen  shall  repair  all  breaches 
about  ye  meeting  house  &  parsonig 
house  &  barne  &  to  make  scales  in 
ye  meeting  honse  &  m.end  3'e  wach 
house  and  all  other  prndencnall  a 
fares  of  ye  Towne  all  at  ye  Towne 
charge  prohibbitmg  the  seclectmen 
from  alinitiog  any  of  ye  Towne 
Common.  Voated 

Topsfeild  Aprill  11th  82.  reckned 
with  &  receiued  of  Samuell  Howlett 
Constabel  fore  Topsfeild  :  an  1678. 
the  full  some  of  6  lb  for  my  rate  for 
ye  yeare   78  I   say    receiued    pr   me 

Jeamr  Hobbord. 

this  is  a  true  Cope^^   of   mr   Hub- 
bord  Receiat  as  atested  by  mee. 
Dated  ye  12  A[p]riell  1G82 

John  Gould  Clarke 

at  a  lawfuU  meting  of  the  select- 
men :^0  of  desembtM'  rsi  u^)one  con- 
sederation  of  our  naii!;boar  Samucil 
Bussell  hath  not  a  conueniant  place 
in  our  meting  hous  as  he  is  ordered 
to  sit  in  tharefore  we  doe  manifest 
our  wilingnes  that  he  should  sit  in 
the  seccond  seate  noted  also  Leften- 
nent  pebody  is  ordered  to  in  form 
him  noted. 

Ensigne  John  Gould  and  Isaac 
Easty  seuier  are  Chosen  to  goe  to  mr 
Jerymiah  Hobbord  to  demand  the 
key  of  the  parssenidg  honse.      noted 

The  seclectmen  haue  forbiden  and 
doe  by  this  prsent  dcoiare  that  ihcit.' 
shall  be  noe  raile  timber  feled  tell  ye 
i!;encrall  Towne  meetinu-   with  out  or- 
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der  from  ye  seclectmen  and  aney  man 
has  Libertey  to  take  any  raile  timber 
that  is  apon  ye  Common  that  has  bin 
feled  one  yeare  or  that  dos  Lie  in  a 
decaying  Condition  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Clect- 
men  ye  27  of  desember  1681  Corpl 
Jocab  Townes  and  John  How  are 
Chosn  and  a  pionted  to  rune  ye  Line 
for  Deckan  Tho :  perkins  which  is 
hetwene  3'e  Common  Land  and  Dec- 
.  kon  perkins  Land 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  3  day  of  saptember  1681  John 
Robeson  excaptes  of  william  por- 
fcenes  inner  pamaster  for  his  sweping 
the  meeting  hous  tel  march  naxt 
which  som  is  tvvente  fiu  penc  by  tlie 
selactraens  ordering  william  perkeus 
to  pay  him 

a  Rate   for   the    minester   for   the 

yearo  1681     begining    in     nouember. 

mr  William  perkenes  01  08     5 

mr  John  brodstreet  0112     4 

francos  pabody  03  04     0 

Ensigne  John  goold  02  12     8 

sar  John  Radington  02  07   11 

decon  ihomas  p<n-kenes  02  07     0 

mr  thomas  baker  02  07  03 

wedoe  mary  towne  01  10  00 

sar  Isack  Commes  01  11   07 

Eproam  dormau  01  02  06 

Cor  Jacob  towne  01  08  09 

thomas  dorman  01  09  02 

John  houey  01  15  05 

John  willes  01  02  01 

Isack  Este  senr  01  03  00 

danell  borman  01  08  09 

danell  Clarke  01  00     0 

William  auerell  01  00  06 

John  pabody  01  10  00 

Joseph  towne  01  02  03 

John  Cortes  00  15  08 

rnikall  douel  00  13  05 


mathew  stanle 
John  how 
John  french 
John  prechet 
william  nickalls 
samuell  howlat 
John  Robeson 
william  perkens  innr 
John  nickalls 
william  hobos 
phelap  knile 
tobiiab  perkens 

wedoe  audros 

John  Ceuy  (?) 
thomas  Ceuy  ( ?) 
petter  shomay 
Isack  Este  iunr 
John  towne 
thomas  towne 
James  watteres 
Elisha  perkens 
Zecheus  perkeus 
thomas  Cane 
Joseph  Este 
William  Wotson 
Abraham  liadington 
John  Cimball 
Robard  stilles 
Samuel  buii.'!! 
william  foster 
Joseph  pabod}' 
danell  black 
Zecheus  Corteus  sen 
Zecheus  Corteus  iunr 
Joseph  bigsbe  iunr 
John  Ramsdell 

sargen  bigsbe 

neamiah  abit 
James  how^  senr 
Isack  foster 
samuell  pearle 
thomas  perle 
abraham  how 
Robard  smitii 
timothy  f)erlle 


00  14  09 

00  13  00 

01  01  11 
00  15  02 

0  15  06 
0  15  02 
00  14  06 
00  12  05 
00  15  11 
00  13  06 


00 
00 


00  11 

00  07 


10  04 
13  08 
00  08  00 
00 
04 

00  07  03 
00  07  01 
00  05  10 
00  05  07 
00  09  04 
00  08  09 
00  09  08 
00  07 
00  07 

00  06  00 

01  05  0 
13 


00 
09 


00 

00  15 

01  00 
00  15 
00  14 
00  08 
00  14 
00  10 
00  05 

00  06 

01  00 
00  15 
00  10 
00  07 
00  08 
00  09 
00  00 
00  13 
00  06 


i 

samuell  simanes 

01  06 

0 

william  bowlat 

01  04 

0 

danell  wood 

00  06 

0 

1                 beDiman  bigesbe 

00  05 

0 

thomas  andros 

00  18 

0 

i         Cor  William  smith 

01  n 

4 

;                 Isack  borten 

00  16 

0 

i                 John  huiickcns 

00  08 

0 

!                 samuell  stanlle 

00  05 

9 

;         lef tenet  thomas  putnum 

00  04 

2 

nir  Joseph  porter 

00  04 

0 

beuinian  porter 

00  11 

0 

mr  John  hale 

00  01 

6 

;                 Jonathan  walcot 

00  01 

6 

William  dodge  senr 

00  01 

6 

Cor  williara  Ramcnt 

00  01 

6 

\                 John  Rament 

00  01 

6 

thomas  Rament 

00  01 

6 

\                william  dodge  iuner 

00  01 

6 

!                 Jonathan  looke 

00  16 

02 

John  lamsoii 

00  02 

10 

John  fisk 

00  04 

2 

mathew  perce 

00  06 

00 

danel  andros 

00  01 

03 

samuell  Cornish 

00  02 

0 

Joseph  hfarick 

00  00 

9 

samuell  Cimball 

00  01 

03 

John  pol ap.d 

00  00 

10 

VVedoe  heiick 

00  00 

9 

samuell  molton 

00  00 

9 

James  freud 

00  01 

6 

Joshua  Riiy 

00  04 

4 

Edman  bisluip 

00  02 

0 

uikoles  woodberi 

00  02 

0 

John  black 

00  01 

0 

Ephroom  hearick 

00  00 

4 

John  Andreus 

00  03 

04 

Joseph  Andreus 

00  03 

00 
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Topsfield  Aprell  11th:  1682  Reck- 
ned  with  mr  William  perkins  Juiir 
Constabell  for  an  79  he  hath  payd 
mee  the  full  rate  of  60  pounds  due 
for  ye  yeare  79  1  s:iy  rcseiued 

pr  nice  vSeremiah  Hobart 


this  is  a  true  Copy  of  rcr  Hubbort 
receat  as  atested  Dated  ye  12 
Apriell  1682.  pr  mee  John  Gould 
Clarke. 

At  a  Lawful!  Towne  meeting  ve 
12  Apriell  1682  Mr  Tho :  Baker  & 
Corpr  Jacob  Towues  &  Jolm  IIow 
are  Chosen  to  goe  &  rujic  ye  peram- 
bulation Line  with  SaJam  men  the 
seuentcene  day  of  this  Instant  Apr- 
iell. Voated 

The  Towne  has  manifcsd  b}'  VoiUe 
that  they  will  giue  Zacheus  Curties 
senr  Clabords  &  slnugels  for  to 
Clabor[d]  &■  shingell  his  house  pro- 
uided  et  dos  not  amount  to  aboue 
fiuteeno  hundred  of  Clabbords  & 
shingell.  Yoated 

The  Towne  has  as; reed  to  giue  ffuU 
power  to  mr  Tho  :  Baker  &  Corprel 
Jacob  Towne  &  John  How  to  sue 
for  a  meseuer  or  for  a  true  &  exact 
a  Count  of  all  ye  Land  nny  man  or 
mene  doe  Clame  within  our  bounds 
and  ye  a  for  said  men  are  impowercd 
to  sue  or  other  wise  at  any  Court  or 
Courts  and  to  prosiCnte  from  Court 
to  Court  tt'll  thoy  haue  ciKU'd  ye 
Case  :  this  is  to  Confarme  any  form- 
er order  rplating  to  some  of  Sal<:)m 
men  that  haue  Land  in  our  bounds 
and  when  ham  men  or  any  that  dos 
go  apon  our  Commons.  Voated 

At  A  Lawf  ull  meeting  of  ye  Seclect- 
men  of  To[)sfeild  the  4  day  of  ^lay 
1682. 

INlr  Thomas  Baker  &  Cor[)r  Jacob 
Townes  &  John  How  are  Clu^sen  and 
apionted  &  haue  full  power  giuene 
granted  to  them  to  settell  a  Line 
betwenc  Whenham  and  Topsfeild 
Ether  ])y  a  greement  \'^ndor  botii 
parties  hands  or  by  a  Commitey 
Chosen  by  both,    parties  or    close    to 
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bringe  Whenham  men  by  Law  to 
settell  a  Line  or  any  other  way  as 
the  three  aboue  named  men  shall  see 
boast  for  ye  good  of  our  Towne. 

At  A  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
raen  the  4  day  of  May  1682  wee 
doe  hereby  giue  full  power  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
&  John  How  to  demand  of  aney  or 
all  the  men  of  Salarn  or  Whenham 
that  Clame  Land  or  Medoe  in  our 
Townes  bounds,  to  show  there  rightes 
and  titels  to  those  Lands  Clamed  by 
them  and  allso  there  seuerall  bounds 
to  those  Land  Clamed  by  them  and 
if  any  or  all  of  them  shall  refuse  or 
doe  not  make  et  Legally  apere  how 
thay  Came  by  those  Lands  thay  Clame 
to  ye  sattisfaction  of  ye  aboue  said 
Baker  Townes  &  how :  wee  doe 
heareby  giue  them  full  power  in  3^e 
Name  of  ye  Towne  to  make  trespas 
on  those  Land  or  sue  the  Clamers 
thereof  and  procekeut  the  Law 
against  them  or  any  of  them  or  to 
Compound  and  a  grpc  with  any  of 
them  as  thay  shall  see  meete  and 
\vhat  so  euer  tliay  shvM  doe  tliere  in 
woe  will  owne  and  stand  by  and 
conferme  as  witnes  our  hands. 

John  Gould  senr 
f ranees  pabod}^ 
Thomas  Perkins 
John  Redington 
Wee  The :  Baker  &  Jacob  Townes 
<fc  John  How  not  with  standing  what 
ye    seclect    have    inii:nrred    to   Ys    in 
there  order  barei ng    date    ye  4    May 
1GS2  to   bare    Vs   out   in    sueing   or 
lulnning  a  lino  with   Whenham    men 
doe  intend  noe  other  pay    but   what 
ye    Towne   hnsc     ingage<.l     in    there 
lornier  order   or    any    other    tiiat    ye 
^<X'U'ctinen  order  dos  giue  Vs    power 
to  sue  for  as  witness  our  hands 


Thomas  Baker 
Jacob  towne 
John  How 
the  4  May  1682    there  was  a   Rate 
made  and  Commited  to  Danieil  Red- 
ington    Constabeli   of     Topsfeild   a 
mounting  to  flue  pounds  in  silver  for 
agants  goeing  to  his  Maieste}^ 

Reced  June  9th  from  William 
Smith  seuerall  paminents  Amounting 
to  twenty  Three  pounds  Hue  shillings 
&  nine  pence  in  money  &  twenty 
foure  pounds  fouearteen  shilings  in 
Con  trey  pay  being  in  ffull  of  Tops- 
feild proportion  to  fouer  country 
Rate  &  A  quarter  I  say  reced  pr 
Jame  Rusell  Tresuer. 

This  is  a  true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Reseate  this  20  day  of  June  1682  as 
atested  by 

Epln-aim  dorman 
John  Gould  Senr 
recorder  for  Topsfeild. 
Will :  Smith  was  Constabeli  for  ye 
yeare  1680  for  ye  Dates  as  he  has 
paid  to  ye  Tresuer  ps  yo  Tresuer 
Resect  dos  make  apere  abou  diited. 
at  A  Linvfull  Tc^wne  )neovi!ig  t!ic 
20  June  1G82  the  Towne  grr^niod  to 
mr  Joseph  ^'.apeu  tweluc  eachers  of 
vpland  &  njedoe  or  swampe  that  will 
make  medo :  if  mr  Capen  dos  settell 
a  mongst  vs  and  except  of  ye  minis- 
terall  ofeicese  a  mongest  vs  and  if 
God  by  his  prouedances  dos  take 
a  w\ay  mr  Capen  from  vs  :  then  tlie 
Towne  dos  desier  to  haue  the  refusal! 
of  bying  the  Land  paying  mr  Capen 
for  what  liee  has  Laid  out  one  ye 
Land  as  aney  othlier  man  or  men 
shall  doe. 

Voated 

The  Towne  dos  Vndcrstand  by  ye 
selectmen  that  ]Mr  Cap'.-n  will  except 
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of  a  parcel  1  of  Laud  that  was  shone 
Mr  Capeii  by  ye  seclectmeu  neere  to 
John  Bow  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos  not 
Like  that  percell  of  Land  tliin  ye 
Tovvrieh  as  Chosen  a  Comraitey  to  goe 
&  Liooke  one  some  other  plase  and 
make  returne  to  ye  Towne  whare  it  is 
which  hee  shall  haue  and  if  it  be  not 
greetly  to  ye  Townc^-i  darnig  but  if 
Mr  Capen  dos  except  of  ye  plase 
showne  him  by  ye  seciectnien  then  ye 
Coinmity  are  impo veered  to  Lay  it 
out  vrhe.  Mr  Capen  dos  dcsier  it  to 
be  don  Voated 

Leiut  pebody  Sargt  Redington 
Corpr  Jacob  Townes  &  John  Wilds 
&  John  Gould  Senr.  are  Chosen  a 
Commitey  to  goe  &  Lay  out  twelue 
eachers  of  Land  &  sv,ampe  or  medoe 
to  Mr  Capen  when  Mr  Capen  dos 
desier  it  &  if  Mr  Capen  dos  Like  ye 
plase  that  was  shone  him  by  ye  seclect- 
men  :  and  if  Mr  C;^ pen  do:i  not  Like 
that  plase  then  thay  are  to  goe  with 
Mr  Capen  to  [^ooke  one  some  other 
plase  hjyCi  nialvt;  reViMi\o  to  ^n'/rowH'j 
of  ye  plase  then  desiered  by  Mr 
Capen  aeordiug  to  Towne  onU'v. 

V'oated 

20  2mo  1G82 

At  a  Towne  nieetting  Walter 
ffaierfieeld  &  Deacon  jtiske  are  Ap- 
pointed to  Joyne  with  the  selectmen 
to  meett  with  Topstield  men  :  on  fr}^- 
daye  Come  fortnite  ;ind  haue  full 
power  to  setle  the  Lyne  i^etwene 
Topsfeikl  &  or  Towne 
that  IS  a  true  Coppey  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  booke  of  Wenham  Attest- 
ed Thos :  fliske  recorder  to  the 
Towne. 

this  is  a  true  Coppey  of  Wenham  men 
order  as  apered  Vndcr  there  recorder 
hand  :  as  atested  John  (rould  record- 


er for  Topsfeild    this  24    June  1682. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Vfrighteen  being  impowered  b}'  our 
Reapoctife  Townes  fidclied  Topsfeiid 
and  Wenham  meet  to  gather  this  fifth 
day  of  the  thurd  month  1682  to  settell 
a  deuitionnll  Line  beetwixt  our 
Townes :  haue  agreeed  that  from  a 
Littell  tree  neere  Joseph  Porters  me- 
dow  marked  v,  itli  T  and  W  :  and  set 
about  with  a  heeape  of  stones  and 
f)om  thence  to  n  phiriip  of  mapels 
marked  which  standcth  northward 
from  the  fore  sd  tree  and  standeth  by 
Charles  Gote  medow  and  from  thence 
towpa'ds  the  Reuere  a  Cording  as  the 
brooke  runes  Vutill  it  Cometh  to  an 
Hand  by  the  Edge  of  a  swamp  Joine- 
ing  to  a  peece  of  medow  Called  Peg- 
dons  medow  and  from  the  weast 
point  of  ye  sd  Hand  by  the  edge  of 
ye  medow  tell  it  Cometh  to  ye  West 
side  of  Pegdens  medow  a  foresaid 
said  and  so  in  Cludinge  3^e  said 
medow  to  Wenham  to  an  Hand  Caled 
hocelibarey  Ilnrtd  a] id  from  th.cnce 
to  the  est  end  of  ye  sd  Hand  in 
eluding  all  Welter  ffcrefeeild  rnedow 
to  Wbenham  by  a  straight  Line  :".r!d 
this  agreemant  to  bee  a  full  settle- 
ment of  a  diuetionall  Line  betwene 
our  Townes  and  in  Confermation 
thereof  wee  haue  set  too   our  hands. 

Tho  :  Baker  Tho  :   ffiske 

Jacob  Townes        Walter  llfarefeild 

John  How  (-harles  Gott 

Tho  :  Patch 
William  filske. 

This  is  a  true  Coppey  of  ye  orig- 
nell  Vnder  there  hands  as  thay  bee 
nov;  set  downe  as  atessted  by  me 
John  Gould  recorder  for    Topsfeild. 

this  is  Coniijnred  v,it!i  ye  oregionali 
atested  by  me  John  How. 

At  a  Lawfull  nieetins  of  yeseclect- 
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men  the  12  of  September  1682  the 
seclectmen  haiie  a^jreed  to  forcwarne 
ye  Widdoe  Bridges  out  of  Topsfeild 
with  her  Children  and  thay  haue 
ordered  the  Constabell  to  goc  and 
forwarne  her  from  staying  here  in 
Topsfeild. 

at  A  Lawfnll  meeting  of  The 
Tovv^ne  of  Topsfeild  &  the  neaibors 
of  ye  Vilege  Ipswich  farme  ye  2o 
September  1G82  being  meete  tosjather 
tohearcMr  Cnpen  Answer  did  re- 
seufe  his  Answer  and  Voated  ct  to 
be  entred    in  yc  Towne  book    Voted 

Corpr  Will  Smith  is  Chosen  to 
same  on  yc  Juerey  of  Trialls  tliis 
Court  now  to  be  hild  at  Ipswich  the 
Last  tusday    of  this   Instant    month 

Voated 

at  a  Lawfull  raeetino-  of  ve  free- 
men  of  Apriell  1(382  Thomas  Dorraan 
is  Chosen  to  sarue  on  the  Grand 
Juere}'  for  this  yeare  Voated 

it  was  Voated  that  ye  seclectmen 
shuld  goe  and  aduise  with  Mr  Capen 
about  his  f-u  itelmciit  here  with  Vs 
and  what  way  Mr  Capen  would  haue 
n.  don  and  U)  make  return e  to  ye 
Towne  Voted 

25  September  1 G82 

it  Was  Voated  that  ye  seclectmen 
shall  goe  and  aduise  with  mr  Capen 
which  way  mr  Capen  will  linue  the 
money  Laid  out  that  is  subCribed  to 
be  giuene  to  mr  Capen. 

In  Answer  to  ye  motion  of  ve 
Church  &  Towne  of  Topsfeild  and 
ye  INeis^hbors  of  Rowly  Village  & 
Ipswich:  Sept.  18:  An  Do  1682: 
Ilauing  taken  into  serious  Consider- 
ation ye  motion  which  hath  been 
made  by  your  selues  to  mce  in  order  to 
ye  worke  of  ye  ministery  among  you, 
)i:uiing    also    to    ve     Vtmost   of    mv 


Vnderstandiug  &  abillity  Eyed  & 
obsurved  both  ye  word  &  ye  proui- 
dences  of  God  in  order  thereunto : 
and  Although  I  am  greatly  sensible 
of  my  inabillity  and  Insutlicicncy  to. 
so  great  a  worke,  yet  seeing  it  is 
God  who  hath  by  his  prouidence 
brought  mee  into  ye  same  &  not  see- 
ing my  v/ay  Clear  to  break  of  from 
that  Worke,  Considering  also  ve 
Continuance  of  yor  Lone  &  good 
Affecttion  to  mee  hauing  also  been 
Earnest  with  that  God  (Wich  direct- 
eth  his  in  all  their  Wayes  setteth 
bounds  to  ye  ha))itations  of  all  men) 
for  guidance  Counsell  &  Direction  in 
this  great  Affair :  Waighing  all  these 
things  together  1  do  Intend  if  God 
shall  Continue  me  in  this  Worke  by 
Assittin^;  &  inablins:  mee  there  Vnio 
to  Continue  With  you  in  the  Worke 
of  ye  Gospell  in  order  tv>  a  farther 
settlment  in  God  own  tim  VnLese 
anything  shall  Interuene  Which  shall 
bee  accounted  by  Indiffarant  &  Im- 
partiall  Judgments  to  Ik'c  Just 
ground  o5  suiiicient  Reason  to  obstruct 
any  proceedings  of   that  Nature. 

Jose[)li  Capen. 

This  is  a  true    Copey  of  mr  Capen 
Answer  to  ye    Church    &  Towne    of 
Topsfeild  &  ye  Neighbours  of  Rowly 
Village  &  Ipswich  as  atested 
John    Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

I  Thomas  perkins  senr  see  it  Com- 
pared and  I  doe  aferme  this*  aboue 
to  bee  a  true  Copey  of  mr  Capen 
answer  as  witnes  my  hand 

Thomas  Perkins. 

Topsfeild,  July  5,  1682 

Receiued  of  Pmsign  Juo  Gould  & 
John  How  Constable  of  Topsfeild  the 
Complement  of  a  Rate  of  sixty  pound 
for  my  Labours  in  ye  ministry  tlierc 
in  the  yeare  77  I  say  Receuu'ti 
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Per  mee  Jere  Hobart. 

This  is  atrue  Copey  of  mr  Hubbord 
Reseate  at  atested  by  mee  John 
Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Witnes  wiilam  srayth 

Thomas  Dorman 
[the  above  5    lines    were    afterwards 
interlined  in  the  record  with  a  black- 
er ink] 

This  a  true  Copoy    of    rar    Hobart 
Reseate  as  atested   Johu    Gould  Re- 
corder for  ye   Towne  of    Topsfeild: 
60:  00:  00 

Rescued  June  9th  1682  from 
Daniell  Redington  in  full  of  Tops- 
feild Rate  for  our  agents:  flue  pound 
in  money. 

Jame  Russell  Treasuer  05:  00:  00 

this  is  a  true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Reseate  as  atested  John  Gould  Re- 
corder for  Topsfeild  this  21  of  Nou- 
ember    1682. 

witues     Ephrin  dorman. 

at  a  LawfuU  Towne  meeting  the 
21  nouember  1682  John  How  is 
Chosen  to  answer  at  ye  Court  at 
Salom  for  Topsfeild  for  ther  being 
Complain  d  of  about  a  defected 
bridges  Voated 

Topsfd  July  5th  82. 
Receiued  of  William  Smith  senr 
Constabel  the  Complement  of  a  rate 
of  Twenty  pounds,  made  for  my 
Labour  part  of  the  yeare,  80  at  Tops- 
feild.      I  say  receiued  Per   mee 

Jere  Hobart. 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  orignall  Vnder  mr  Hobart 
hand  as  atested  by  mee  .John  Gould 
recorder  for  Topsfeild  this  21  Nou- 
ember 1682.  this  is  truly  compared 
and  ye  oregeuall  actiialy  don  by  mr 
llobead  atasted  by   nic  John  How. 

.\t  a  Lawful!    Towne   tneetino:   tiie 


21  Nouember  1682. 

The  Towne  has  for  ye  full  sattis- 
ficing  of  Mr  Capen  in  respect  of  his 
good  Answer  to  ye  Church  and 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  and  Neaighobers 
of  ye  Viiig  &  Ips^f'ich  farmes  of  his 
settlement  amongst  Vs  in  God  one 
time  in  order  to  ye  Worke  of  ye  gos- 
piell.  The  Towne  dos  ffuly  Con- 
furme  ye  Land  gi':\nted  to  Mr  Capen 
to  bee  his  owne  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos 
Lay  out  any  Chaj-ge  a  bout  ye  Land 
ye  Towne  dos  Lookc  at  theraselues, 
bound  to  pay  Mr  Capen  for  it  as  any 
man  or  men  shall  doe  aCording  to 
former  Towne  order  if  any  tiling  by 
God  prouedance  shall  hinder  Mr 
Capen  ordenation  a  mongst  Vs. 

Voated, 

The  Towne  Confarmed  the  bounds 
Laid  out  by  John  How  &  John  Gould 
8eur  to  Mr  Hobart  of  a  pond  &  three 
eackers  of  Vpland  to  stand  good  to 
Samuel  Howlett  &  his  assignes  for 
euer. 

Voated. 

John  Honey  eutred  his  Coutrey 
desont  to  ye  Vont  aboue     Whii;litt.M»n 

Wee  VVhose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  being  apointed  by  yo 
Towne  to  Lay  out  three  eackers  of 
Land  that  ye  Towne  granted  to  Isiv 
Jere  Hobart  Wee  accordingly  haue 
don  it.  beginning  at  ye  pond  by  a 
stompe  with  a  heapo  of  stones  at  it 
being  one  ye  North  sid  of  3"e  Land 
and  soe  Rueing  Esterly  to  a  stake 
with  a  heap  of  stones  at  it  and  from 
thenci'  sowertly  to  a  Littell  blake 
oacke  marked  With  a  jieape  of 
stones  at  it  and  from  that  Westerly 
to  foner  Littell  whint  oac'kf.<  matk'ed 
with  a  heape  of  stones  :it  it  a  .loniug 
to  ye  pond  and  ye  bounds  of  ye  pond 
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from  ye  whiat  oackes  marked  as 
before  said  all  a  Long  as  ve  trees  bee 
marked  to  ye  stompe  with  a  heape  of 
stones  as  before  said  the  Laud  Joy- 
ing to  yc  pond  ye  whiate  oackes  arjd 
ye  stompe  with  ye  storit'S  at  thorr  dc^ 
.lone  to  ye  poud  being  the  tvo  loner 
hounds  of  ye  three  eackers  of  Liind 
lifted  ye  eight  day  of  march  1677  or  78 

John  Gould, 
John  How, 
At  a  Lav/ full  Towne  meeting  ye 
'J\  Nouraber  1G82  The  Townc  ^has 
;.iinea  power  to  ye  s<-:^h'ct  men  to  Let 
ye  parsouiage  house  &  barne  &  Uiod 
belonging  to  it  so  as  it  may  repare  it 
seife  and  not  come  to  a  Towne 
Charged  to  be  repared.  Voated. 

The  Towne  has  Lefte  it  to  ye 
i^cieetmen  adding  WiU:  Anerey  & 
Isacl^e  Estev  &i  John  Wilds  to  ye 
selectmen  for  ye  seateing  of  pepall 
in  our  meeting  house.  Voated. 

A  Hate  deliuered  to  Dauiell  Red- 
ington  (/Onstal)le  for  ye  Contry 
a  mounting  lu  twenty  fiue  pounds  for 
yo  yeare  1681  and  a  rate  for  ye  Con- 
iity  tresoary  of  flue  pounds  in  ye 
yeare  1682  and  a  rate  for  ye  Contrey 
amounting  to  thurty  pounds  for  ye 
yea  re  16«2. 

There  is  a  Towne  Rate  deliured  to 
Dauiell  Rediugton  Constabell  a 
mouuting  to  twenty  fouer  pounds 
liueteonc  sliiiing  <fe  apeney  bareing 
date  20  desembr  1()82. 

the  Towne  detes  that  ye  Consta- 
hell  is  to  pay  out  of  this  rate  is 
twenty  fouer  pounds  fiiuteene  shil- 
ings  &  apeney. 

At  a  Lawfull  Meeting  of  ye  Select- 
mon  yo  U)  of  .K'nowary  1082. 

The  St'U'rt!!UM'.   haue  a^,;reeed    with 
"Samuel  Symons  to  set  V'p  agalerey  at 


ye  West  end  of  ye  meeting  hous  of 
U'opsfeild  and  ye  said  Syraons  Sy- 
mons  is  to  take  pay  of  those  that 
site  in  ye  galerey  for  his  Worke:  &  if 
any  dos  die  or  remoue  and  those 
that  dos  siruiee  them  dos  not  Coutin- 
eu  Constant  hevers  and  Contributers 
to  ye  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
then  it  tis  Left  to  ye  maior  part  of  ye 
Constant  herers  and  Contributers  to 
Y(;  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
VVhethei'  thay  Will  by  ye  seats  or 
giue  them  Liberty  to  sell  to  home 
th?ty  see  Good:  also  Samuel  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  alter  ye  stares  that 
goes  Vp  into  ye  galerey  now  and  to 
make  one  other  pare  of  stares  that 
shall  gjoe  into  the  galerev  that  ye  sd 
Symons  is  to  set  Vp:  and  into  ye 
galery  that  is  already  set  Vp  &  if 
thay  that  sit  in  ye  galery  now  will 
not  bee  at  ye  Charge  of  ye  remoue- 
ing  of  ye  stares  With  those  yt  dos  sit 
in  ye  galerey  that  ye  sd  Symons  dos 
set  Vp  then  it  tis  to  be  put  one  a 
ToNvne  a  Count:  also  ye  said  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  remoue  ye  AYiudoe  that 
is  ouer  ye  dore  Wheare  he  is  to  set 
Vp  ye  galerey  Leueing  one  Lite  be 
Low 

Thomas  perkins 
Jacob  Townes 
firancies  pebody 
John    Rediugton 
John  Gould 
At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ve  seclect- 
men  ye  16  of  Jenewr    1682 

et  wtis  V^oated  by  ye  Seclectmen  and 
Contlued  by  them  'that  -UVim  Gould 
should  send  worants  for  Will:  Auerey 
seur  &  Mr  Will:  perkins  &  John 
Honey  &  Will:  Nickles  which  wee 
haue  Chosen  for  TieningnuMi  for  this 
yeare  to  Come  to  ye  :saiLl  Gould  house 
and  take  there    oathes    a    Cording  to 


44 


Law  for  wee  haue  apioated  ye  r.d 
Gould  to  giue  them  there  oathes  as 
ye  Law  derects 

Voated. 

At  A  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye 
scclectmen  ye  30  Jencwr  1682  or  83. 
Wee  haue  Chosen  Cotpr  Wilh  Sjnith 
to  kepe  oroorey  at  Topsfeild  which 
wee  doe  desier  tliis  honored  Court  to 
point  him  a  tirm  for  yt  end  also  wee 
haueing  our  prinerall  Towne  meeting 
in  cold  wether  wee  doe  a  Low  Corpr 
Smith  to  sell  beer  to  ye  Tosvnsmen 
that  day  and  to  kepe  a  fier  in  ye 
hous  that  day  for  The  Towne  to  re- 
moue  there  meeting  and  if  thay  see 
Case  demand 

At  A  Lawf  uU  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the:  G:  march  1682  or 
83. 

John  Gould  was  chosen  to  kepe  ye 
Towne  booke  for  ye  yeare  insueing 

Corpr  William  iSmith  is  Chosen 
Constabell  for  ye  yeare  insueing  for 
Topsfeild 

Serpt  Isack  C'ominGjs  is  Chosen  to 
serue  one  ye  .leruey  of  triall  the  next 
Court  hild  at  Ipsvrich  tiie  Last  tusdny 
of  this  Listant  marcli 

Mr  Thomas  Baker  Isacke  Estey 
Clarke  Sargt  Ephrom  Dorman  Sam- 
uel Hovv'lett  &  John  Gould  Senr:  are 
chosen  seclectmen  for  to  order  ye  pre- 
denchall  afaiers  of  ye  Towne  for  this 
yeare  insueing :  only  wee  pruhibbit 
them  from  glueing  or  selling  or  ex- 
chaing  any  of  ye  Townes  Land 

Daniell  Clarke  Coming  into  \'e 
Towne  meeting  the  G  of  marcli  IG82 
or  83  and  saing  that  hee  had  noe 
Wright  in  ye  Coming 

The  Towne  has  Voated  Goodman 
Clarke  a  Coniniiucr  Voated 

The  Towne  has  a  greed  that  Sam- 


uel Symons  shall  set  Vp  a  galerey  at 
ye  Este  end  of  ye  meet  Ing  house 
apon  ye  same  Condition e  that  hec 
has  a  greed  with  ye  seclectmen  to  set 
Vp  one  galerey  at  ye  West  end  of  ye 
meeting  house  Voated 

The  Towne  has  manisfected  bv 
Voate  that  thay  doe  dernier  Abraham 
liedington  Senr  to  Come  and  site  in 
ye  fore  seoate  and  old  Goodman 
Nicklos  in  ye  seckond  seeate     Voated 

The  Towne  has  a  greed  by  Voate 
to  pepitioD  ye  Generall  Courte  for 
an  axplanation  of  there  grants  of 
Topsfeild  bounds  Vooted 

The  Towne  does  by  Voat  declare' 
that  there  sliall  bee  appetion  jjrefered 
to  ye  Honered  Geneiali  Court  for 
there  axplaiing  of  two  grants  vpon 
Court  reckons  one  baring  date  1643 
the  other  in  ye  yeare  1658:  this 
petition  shall  be  prefered  by  Mr  Tho 
Baker  Jacob  Townes  and  .lohn  How 
or  whome  thay  shall  dosior  to  Joyne 
with  thePi. 

The  Towne  has  granted  to  Daniell 
Clarke  that  Littell  silipe  of  Land  that 
hee  has  fenced  in  betwcijc  lii...  hou.-o 
and  that  house  as  peter  Shamway 
did  Line  in  but  ye  sd  Clarke  is  not 
to  remoue  his  fence  any  forder  apon 
ye  Towne  Common  then  it  dos  now 
stand  Voated 

John  Wilds  &  Elisha  })erkins  are 
Chosen  to  be  seueruo^-es  for  hie 
Wayes  &  fTences  for  this  veare 

Voated 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  Beeing  Apionte<i  by  the 
Towne^of  Topsfeild  to  Lay  out  to  Mr 
Ca})en  tweuole  Kaekt'is  of  I^and  it 
being  Vpland  and  Swampe  tV^  medoe 
as    is    in   ye  Towne    booke   exjnesed 


f- 
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Wee  accordingly  haue  don  it:  begin- 
ing  at  astake  standing  apon  the  plaine 
next  to  Goodman  How  so  Ruing 
Dorerly  two  and  ihurty  rod  to  a 
Littell  red  oacke  marked  with  a  heape 
of  stones  at  it:  and  from  thence 
roining  Esterly  apon  a  straight  Line 
to  anelme  marked  With  a  heape  of 
stones  at  it  this  Line  is  sixty  rod 
Longe:  and  from  the  Elme  apon  a 
straight  Line  to  a  nash  marked  in  the 
swampe  neere  Mr  William  perkius 
and  this  Line  is  thurly  eaight  rod 
Lt)nge  and  from  ye  ashe  tree  apon  a 
straio[ht  Line  to  the  stake  before 
named  as  W^itnes  our  hands  this  28th 
of  ffebewary  1682  or    83 

ff ranees   Pebody 
John   Wilds 
Jacob  Townes  senr 
John  Gould  senr 

At  a  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  ye  13  March   1682  or  83 

John  Wilds  is  Chosen  a  tieingraau 
and  his  presinkcs  is  from  Samuel  How- 
lett  &  all  ye  ffaimelies  there  about  by 
Deckon  perkius  &  all  about  Daniell 
Clarke  &  Tobigha  peikius  is  Chosen 
a  tieingman  &  his  presinkes  is  all  ye 
ffaimeles  ffrom  Sargt  Comings  to 
John  prichats  to  Mr  Baker  &  to 
William  Auerey  John  Robinson  is 
Chosen  a  tieingman  and  his  pre- 
sinkes is  all  a  Longe  from  Corpr 
Townes  Vp  to  John  Gould  John 
Nicklas  is  Chosen  a  tieingman  ff  all 
ye  ffaimeles  one  that  sid  yo  riuer  hee 
Liues  one. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
meu  the  23  of  Apriell  1683  Lliut 
Pebody  &  Mr  Thomas  Baker    &John 

How  are  Chosen  to  meete  With  y«' 
Gentellmen  that  Come  from  Ipswich 
at  William    Howlott    one  the    twenty 


forth  of  this  Instant  month  to  settell 
a  Line  betv/ene  Ipswich  and  Tops- 
feild. 

I  John  How  doe  acknolig  that  I 
haue  Rescued  of  Lliut  pebody  the 
ft'ouer  pounds  ninee  shilings  and  two 
pence  that  ye  To  woe  did  a  gree  by 
Voat  to  pay  mee  for  so  much  as  they 
had  rated  ye  Gouner  Symon  Brad- 
street  Esqr  for  and  ye  Gounr  not 
paying  of  it  ye  Towne  did  pas  a 
Voat  the  forth  of  >s0U]nber  1G81  tlir-t 
I  should  haue  it  in  a  Towne  rate  :  a 
Towne  rate  being  made  for  that  end 
and  deliuered  to  Lieut  pebody  I  doe 
acknolig  that  I  haue  Rescued  the 
hole  some  as  is  aboue  expresed  as 
Witnes  m}^  hand  this  23  of  Apriell 
1683 

John  How. 
Witnes    John      Gould     Reeordcr  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ve  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  tlic  4  May  1683 

Sargt  John  Redington  is  Chosen 
Ganieuery  nuin  lor  tlfis  yearc  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  A  Lawfull  Tov.-ne  meetini^'  the 
4:  May  1683  the  Towne  has  giuei]t* 
power  to  Lliut  pebody  &  Mr  Thomas 
Baker  &  John  Wilds'  iS  Sargt  Dor- 
man  to  git  Ipswich  men  to  take  of 
the  Conditions  that  is  in  there  grant 
to  us  and  then  to  settell  a  Line  With 
Ipswich  for  our  Towne  Voated 

there  Was  a  rate  made  by  Vartey 
of  a  Worant  from  ye  Contrey  Tres- 
erur  of  two  pound  seuenteene  shilings 
6s>  aLeuene  pence  to  be  paid  in  mon- 
ey for  Vnimproued  Land  his  wcrrant 
d'id  bare  date  Boston  27th  March 
l(;S3  &  It  was  nKide>  ye  9  ?»raich  ICS.^ 
and  deliuered  to  ye  Consrabell  o( 
'ro])sfeild 
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there  Was  a  rate  Diade  by  Vartey 
of  a  Warrant  from  ye  Contrey  Tres- 
erur  of  ten  pounds  two  shilings  to  be 
paid  in  money  for  our  agauts  and 
other  neseray  Charges  for  ye  Contrey 
and  delieured  to  ye  Constabell  the 
9  May  1683:  the  Treseuer  Worrant 
did  bare  date  Boston  March  27th  1683. 

At  a  Lavvfull  meeting  of  ye  Sec- 
lectmeu  of  Topsfeild  ye  23  of  Julv 
1683 

Wliareas  Wee  did  Rescue  a  Wright- 
teen  from  ye  Seclectraen  of  SaLim 
to  apiont  two  men  to  meete  som 
men  tha}^  <  'hose  at  Liut  Thomas 
putuam  one  frieday  next  to  Lay  out 
a  Contrey  hie  Way:  betweue  Salam 
&  Andeuer 

Wee  haue  Carefuly  Looked  into  ye 
Law  and  Wee  find  that  Wee  haue 
noe  power  to  Chose  men  for  that  end 
for  ye  Law  dos  Say  ye  Townes  shall 
doe  it:  in  Lone  Wee  have  Chosen 
two  men  to  Come  t.>  meete  yu  to  tell 
yu  ye  reson  Whie  Wee  Could  doe 
noe  more  at  this  tiirje  and  ye  two 
men  that  are  Chosun  is  Lliut  Tho: 
Baker  &  John  Could 

At  a  Lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye  22 
of  agust    1683 

John  fifranch  A\^as  Chosen  a  Com- 
missioner to  Joyne  with  ye  seclectmen 
to  take  a  List  of  all  male  persons 
and  other  estates  as  ye  Law  drects 
and  to  Carey  it  to  ye  shere  Towne 
and  to  Joyne  With  ye  Commissioner 
there  as  ye  Law  deiects.  Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen of  Topsfeild  the  28  iigust 
1683 

There  being  great  Complaints  Com- 
ing to  Vs  about  lunuy  pepeil  L^'tt- 
iug  there  rames  rune  apon  ye  Com- 
mon to  ye  great  damige  of  the  breed 


of  sheepe  in  or  Towne  and  ye  owners 
of  the  rames  V/ill  take  noe  Care  to 
prfent  ye  damige  that  Comes  by 
rames  ruing  one  ye  Common  at  Lib- 
erty Therefore  to  prfent  forder  dam- 
ige by  rames:  ruing  one  ye  Common 
it  tis  hereby  declared  by  ye  seclect- 
men that  that  man  or  men  yt  dos  not 
fforth  with  take  Vp  his  ram  or  rames 
from  ruing  at  Libert}^  one  ye  Com- 
mon or  one  any  open  ground  yt  is 
not  inclosed  shall  forfite  ye  one  halfe 
of  ye  said  ram  to  him  3't  take  ye  sd 
ram  Vp  and  ye  man  yt  ttilce  Vp  ye 
ram  is  to  Crie  ye  ram  fi  Ccu'ding  to 
Law  and  if  noe  owner  apere  Within 
ten  dayes  then  he  yt  take  up  ye  ram 
has  Liberty  to  kille  ye  ram  or  to  se- 
kuere  him  from  doeins;  d;uui<i;e  as 
before  expresed  and  if  ye  owner  dos 
apeere  Within  one  fortnight  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  ram  so  taken  Vp  to  ye 
owner  and\e  other  halfe  to  ye  man 
yt  tooke  him  Vp  and  if  noe  owner 
apeere  within  ye  time  before  expresed 
then  one  halfe  of  ye  ram  so  taken 
Vp  to  ye  Ves  of  ye  Towne  and  there 
is  noe  Libert}^  for  rames  to  rune  one 
ye  ground  Vninclosed  Irotn  yc  tenth 
of  July  to  ye  tweith  of  Nouember 
and  any  man  has  Liberty  to  take  Vp 
any  ram  so  ruing  within  this  time  and 
this  ord<'r  to  stand  in  force  tell  ye 
Towne  see  Case  to  make  some  other 
order  about    rames  or  ve    seclectmen 


see  good  to  repeall   it. 


Voated 


Apriell  22  16G4. 

Acording  to  the  order  of  the  Hon- 
oured (ienerall  Court  Ma}'  the 
Seuenth  1662  Wee  Whos  names  are 
hereunto  sul>scribed  ruiuge  the  deuid- 
ing  Line  I>etv»cen  Stilani  and  Tops- 
feild. Wee  rime  from  ISaTrn  meeting 
house  six  miles    apon  playno    ground 
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(by  trauis)  somthing  more  Westerly 
then  the  north  and  by  West  poynt 
Wheare  wee  set  a  stake  and  erected  a 
heapc  of  stones,  there  standing  a 
White  oak  a  bout  two  or  three  pole 
more  southerly  of  it  marked  with  S 
T  and  from  that  heape  of  stones 
Wee  first  rune  Eastward  Circularly 
and  marked  a  Whitoake  with  8  T 
and  so  continuinG;e  the  Line  With 
marked  trees  Vntill  Wee  Came  at 
Bishops  meow  to  a  red  oake  marked 
at  the  north  end  of  Bishops  greater 
part  of  medow  and  so  runinge 
betwene  the  two  medovvs  ouer  Bish- 
ops brooke  to  a  White  oake  and  from 
thenCv'  to  Long  Sponge  almost  all  the 
way  through  it  l)y  mnples  and  one 
wallnut  tree  marked  iu  the  Sponge 
from  thence  crose  Tliomas  putnams 
medow  to  a  red  oake  marked  on  the 
east  side  of  it  and  so  ouer  the  hill 
Through  ffarmer  porters  medow  Vnto 
a  Littell  Whit  oake  marked  with  T  S 
which  stands  on  the  east  side  of  the 
high  way  by  the  fordc  ouer  the 
brooke  Which  is  Commonly  Called 
stoney  brooke  from  thence  it  runes 
cross  on  other  parcel  of  tfarmer  por- 
ters medow  on  the  north  end  of  the 
Long  hill  wliich  Lyeth  on  the  south 
east  of  the  said  medow  by  a  marked 
Wall  nut  tree  and  from  thence  to 
W'ennum  Line  Which  Line  from  the 
heape  of  stones  is  about  two  mille 
and  one  halfe. 

Then  Wee  began  at  the  tirst  heape 
of  stones  and  ran  towards  the  south 
east  (still  keping  six  milles  from 
Sahun  meeting:  house)  Wee  rune  ouer 
the  northeast  end  of  Maior  Haith- 
erns  hill  about  sixty  pole  by  estema- 
'ion  fr<.)m  his  medow  from  tlience 
ruinuig  l)y  n  marked  tree  ouer  part  of 
^Ir  Currins    farme    Crose  by  the    sid 


of  a  Sponge  of  medow  Which  Lyeth 
Vpon  Ipswich  riuer  neare  thurty  pole 
from  the  riuer,  and  from  thence  the 
Line  runs  be  Low  the  side  of  the 
steepe  hill  by  the  side  of  the  medow 
Vnto  a  marked  pine  and  from  that 
a  Longe  in  that  narrow  Sponge  of 
medow  Vnto  an  other  pine  marked 
With  S  T  standing  in  a  Litell  pine 
swampe  on  the  east  sid  of  the  Litell 
brooke  about  two  pole  from  it,  from 
thence  it  ran  through  Henry  ffelps 
feeld  on  the  east  sid  of  his  house 
Vnto  agreat  red  oake  marked  with  S 
T  standing  a  bout  ten  pole  V/estvrard 
of  Andeuer  road  to  Salam  and  from 
thence  to  a  pine  forward  in  the  Line 
and  so  to  a  duble  Whiat  oake  mark- 
ed as  before  Which  stands  on  the 
south  of  a  Littell  medow  fenced  in 
and  from  that  to  redding  Line  soe 
that  this  South  West  Line  is  a  bout 
four  rallies  from  the  heape  of  stones, 
all  Whicii  markes  was  faithfully  and 
exactly  wrought  acording  to  tlie 
miles  of  art  and  the  Whole  bounds 
of  Salam  as  now  wee  haue  rune  it  is 
full  six  miles  from  Salam  meeting 
hous 

Thomas  Noyes 
Jonathan  Danforth 
this  was  entred   by  Voate  &  order  of 
ye    Seclectmen    of   Topsfeild    in    to 
there  Towne  booke 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
With  the  orignall  as  atested  by  mee 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 

at  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Town 
of  Topsfeild  the  2  day  of  Nouember 
1G83 

the  men  that  ye  Towne  did  im pow- 
er to  sue  and  petition  for  the  Lands 
that  ware  by  Salam  granted  in  or 
bounds  haue  don    it  and  Come    to  ye 
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Towne  for  there  waii'es  nnd  their 
being  but  a  small  aperance  tlip  Towne 
sees  good  to  a  Jonie  theic  '.ro\7iJC 
meeting  tell  ten  aClcke  in  yc  morn 
ye  twenty  of  this  Instant 

A  t  a  Lawful!    To  ->y !  i  e   m  e  ;>  t  i  'a  y  ' i  i  I  d 
apon  a  Jorment  ve  20  Nonmb:,i-  U>83 

The  Towne  did  manifest  by  Voate 
that  the  tlu'ee  rnen  naroelj'  L!i at 
Thomas  Baker  Curpr  Jaeol)  Tov/nCvS 
and  John  How  shall  hnue  ye  cue 
halfe  of  ve  Lruid  tijat  thav  doci  re- 
couer  for  ye  Towne  as  fat^t  as  tha}^ 
doe  recouer  it  Leaueing  one  lialfe  to 
ye  Towne  all  waycs  as  fast  as  thay 
doe  recouer  it  and  tha}^  'are  irapower- 
ed  to  goe  one  With  perticklers  sutos 
as  fast  as  thay  can  tell  thiy  haue 
recouered  all  as  is  ye  Townes  n  Cord- 
ing to  Generell  Court  order  and  jq 
Land  that  shall  be  recouej-t.-d  l-y  this 
aboue  named  men  sliall  be  (^aqaely 
defied  betweuc.  ye  Towne  :ii'd  ye. 
aboue  named  men  I'Laquelly  both  for 
quanty  &  quah4\'  and  tiier-:^  lialfe 
shall  bt^  for  thei;^  s-<,t;^;fi-.; -ni  -v-  :■}] 
there  disbursments  a  Cordip.g  to 
Towne  order  Voated 

Wee    Whose     names     arc     Vnder 
Wrighteen    doe    tally    Consent    to  ^ 
With  ye  Towne  tliat  ye  Tov^-ne    shall 
haue  ye    forst    profer    of    byin-:^    our 
parts  of  Land   and  if  Wee  doe  sell  it 
the  True  meing  is  to  any  inh-abitanes 
of  or  Towne   tliis  is    a  full    agrement 
with  the  three  men  and   ye  Towno 
Lliut  Thomas  Baker 
Corpr  Jacob  Towoes 
John  How 
This  is  a  true  Copey  Com])ared    with 
ye  three  aboue  named   men    Consent 
there  hands  being    set   to  it   as  it  tis 
now  in  ye  To^vne  liooke  as  atested  P 
mee  John    Gould  recorder  for   Tops- 
feild 


Eeced  June  12th  1688  from  Daniell 
Redington  of  Topsfeild  in  full  of 
said  Townes  proportion  to  fine  Rates 
ye  son\e  of  thnrty  fliue  pounds  fouer 
shilings  in  Con  try  pay  &  twenty 
pounds  two    shilings  in  money 

P  Jarne  Rusell  Tresuer 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  Tresuer  reseate  as  atested 
John  Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Thomas  Baker 

This  •22th  of  desember  1G83 

Receued  of  Daniell  Redin^^ton  of 
Topsfeild  in  full  of  his  County  rate 
in  ye  year  82  ye  some  of  tfiue  pounds 
one  shilings  I  say  Resued  P  mee 
Robart  Payne  Tresuer  82 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  3'e  Tresuer  Reseate  as  atested 
P  mee  John  Gould  recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 

Samut'l  Howlett 

At  a  Lav^-full  Towne  meeting  ye 
25    desember    1683  John   Gould 

senr  and  John  Wilds  are  Chosen  to 
deniiic  tiie-  Land  by  Whcnham  Line 
with  Lliut  Baker  &  Corpr  Townes 
:i!id  ^(^\n  How  that  pelce  of  L;ind  as 
ye  a  boned  named  men  did  gil  of 
whenham  men  forder  then  or  Line 
did  rune  before  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
25  desember  1683  The  Towne  did 
giue  mr  Capen  Liberty  to  set  Vp  a 
seeate  at  ye  Vpper   end  of  ye   pulpit 

Voated 

Wee  doe  hereby  declaie  yt  wee  are 
Vtterly  Vnwilling  to  yeeld  ether  to  a 
Rasignation  of  the  Charter  or  to  any- 
thing yt  shall  be  equenalent  there 
Vnto  Whereby  ye  foundation  there 
of  should  be  raced. 

This  Was  Voated  by  or  Towne  and 
vc    Inhabatianee    about    Vs     vt    dos 


? 
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Vestily  Come  to  or  meetings     Voi^ted 

Wee  Whoes  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  doe  hereby  declare  that 
Wee  are  dcvsierous  yt  all  humbell 
applecation  be  made  to  bis  Maiesty 
yt  Wee  may  still  inioy  or  priuiliges 
acordiog  to  charter 

Jolm  How 
William  perkins 
John  HobinsoD 
John  Wilds 
John  Townes 
Wee  being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne 
to  deuide  aparceli  of  Llaiid  that  Was 
obtained  by  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
it  John  How  by  ye  settlement  of  a 
Line  Whit  Whenham  as  will  apeere 
in  ye  Towne  Booke  Vnder  there 
liands  that  is  a  Commitey  Chosen  b}' 
Topsfcild  to  settell  ye  Lhies  betwenc 
Wheuham  &  Topsfeild  and  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  did  grant  to  Liut  Baker 
Corpr  Townes  ^z  Jhn  How  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  Land  for  there  paynes  & 
Cost  thay  haue  bin  out  about  it  and 
ehoBG  Jolni  Gould  Kcnr  il'.  John  Wilds 
to  goe  and  deuide  the  Land  VYith  ve 
three  ;iboue  named  men  Whicli  ^\  ce 
Inu.ie  done  as  folcth,  the  fforst  Line 
begines  at  Joseph  porters  raedoe  and 
ye  bounds  settled  by  Whenham  and 
Topsfeild  next  Whenham  Caesway 
to  a  bunch  of  mapels  at  ye  brooke 
shall  remaine  to  ye  Towne  &  ye 
brooke  the  bounds  ye  next  marked 
bunch  of  maples  at  a  Litell  Hand  at 
ye  end  of  Sargt  Townes  medow  and 
tlie  swamp  one  ye  East  side  of  the 
brooke  the  swamp  and  medow  and 
Hueklebuerey  Hand  a  Cording  to 
agreement  With  Whenham  shall  Re- 
maine to  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
i<nd  John  Hov/  this  is  a  deuistion  a 
ijreed  apon  and  settled  by  Vs  : 
Dated  ye  '28  desember  1683 


John  Gould  senr 
John  Willd 
Thomas  Baker 
John  Hov/ 
Lliut  Baker  (^^  John    How  signe  m  ye 
behalfe  of  Corpr  Townes  as    aiested 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Daniell  Redington  Constabel  Came 
to  mee  ye  the  4th  march  8f  and 
brought  mee  Reseates  of  ye  pertick- 
ler  somes  ss  he  was  ordered  by  the 
seclectmen  to  pay  out  of  a  rate  made 
and  Deliuered  to  him  to  gather  Vp  of 
twenty  fouer  pounds  and  Qiuteene 
shilings  and  a  peaey  and  ye  reseates 
Vnder  the  pertickler  persons  hands 
as  it  did  apeere  so  that  ye  Constabell 
is  fuly  discharged  of  that  rate  of  •241b 
103 :  Old 

I  say  this  is  true  as  atested  by 
mee  John  Gould  Recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 

at  a  meting  of  the  salactraen  the 
18  of  septeniber  IG77  : 

in  Relation  to  the  Law  Concorning 
tithinG;  men  :  we  liaue  raaed  Chois : 
of  mr  Willyem  Ferkins  Sauer  and 
Daken  Thomus  Perkins  and  Sargent 
Kdnian  Town  and  Willyem  l^itiiiells 
as  tithing  men  for  Topsffeld :  mr 
Willyem  Perkins  is  to  in  spact  thos 
ffolowing  ffamelis,  Left  ffrancis  Pa- 
body  :  mr  Thomus  Baker  Thomus 
Dorman  willyem  Averell  Daniell  Bor- 
man  Ephrim  Dorman  John  Houye 
John  Pretchet :  Isack  Comins  : 

Daken  Perkins  is  to  in  spact  thos 
folowing  ftamelis  sargt :  John  Rad- 
ington  John  Wilid  John  franch 
Samuell  Howlet  Micall  Donell  John 
Comins  Willyem  Howlet :  mr  John 
Brodstreet  Sargt  Edman  Town  is  to 
in  spact  thos  Hi 'lowing  tT;;uK'lys  En- 
sign John  Gould  John  Curtis  Malhow 
Stanly  James  Walters  Joseph    Town 
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Isack  Easty  Jacob  Town  John  Robi- 
son  Daniell  Clark  John  How  Lak 
wakliin  willyem  Perkius  Willyem 
Kiquells  is  to  inspact  thos  ffolowing 
fifamelys  John  Niquells  Thoinus 
Kauey  willyem    Hobb    Philip  Knic^ht 

John  Gouiu 
frances  pabody 

Seuerall  Rates  made  and  deliuered 
to  Corpr    Smith    Constabell   barcing 
date  1 4 th  J e n e vr ary  1683 
to  one  Rate  for  ye  County  at  08-15-00 
to  one  Singcll  Country  rate  at   08-15- 

00 
to  one  rate  &  a    halfe  for  ye    Con  try 

in  monev  &  depytes    wages    which 

all  do3  Come  to  22-01-06 

one  ministerys  rate  vrhich  Comes  to 
65£  one  thurd  of  it   nioney    65-00-00 

all  thes  rates  are  to  bee  payed  in 
yt  yeare  1 683 

At  a  Generall  Court  of  Election 
held  at  Boston  1 0th  day  of  third 
mouth  1643 

Whereas  the  Court  holden  at  Boston 
thft  4th  7m  1639  there  Was  Ccrtaine 
Lands  Lviug  neci-i  Ipswich  Riuer 
granted  for  a  Village  Either  to  sume 
of  the  inliabitantr;  ^)i'  Salain  or  Buiiie 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  Whoe 
banc  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said  Land 
to  be  inioyed  by  thoesc  "\Yhoe  Grst 
Setlcd  a  Village  theerethay  boaUi  pre- 
pounding  for  it  to  gether  :  liow  euer 
the  order  mentioneth,  only  Salam 
inhabitants,  and  for  as  much  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich  haue  for 
neere  this  two  yeare  procured  & 
maintained  one  to  dispcuice  the  Word 
of  God  Vnto  tliem.  Which  thay  in- 
tend :!to  Continue :  It  is  therefore 
ordered  &  granted  that  Mr  John  En- 
decott,  &  the  said  Inhabitants  of 
Ipswich  Viz  Mr  Bradslreet,  Mr  Sy- 
monds  Mr   Whitlingam    Mr    Williaui 


paine  Mr  Robert  payne  &  Such  other 
of  Ipswich,  or    Salam    as  thay    shall  \ 
assosiate  to    themselues,    shall    haue  • 
Liberty  to  setle  a  Villadge    neere  the  I 
said  Riuer  of  Ipswich,   as  it  may  bee  j 
most  Convenient  for  them,  to  Which  I 
the   afore  said    Land     shall    beLong  j 
Vizt  all  that    Which  Lyeth  neere    the  i 
said  Riuer  not   formerly    granted   to  ■ 
any  Towne  or  pson  pi'ouided  that  any  ; 
of  the    Inhabitants    of  Salam,    Whoe  ; 
haue  farmes    neere    Vnto    the    said  ; 
Land  now  granted  shall  haue  Liberty  i 
for  one  3'eare  next  Coming  to  Joyue  ' 
With  the    said    Vilage,    tfc    to    haue  , 
theire  equeall  &  proporticmable  priu- 
iledg    in  the    same.     And   Wheareas  • 
Mr  Bradstreet    hath  Lil)erty    granted 
him  to  take  his  farme  of  fiue  hundred 
acrs  m    the    next   Convenient    place, 
that  is  fitt  for  a  farme.  to  that  Which 
is    granted     to    Mr  John     Endecott 
Which  may  prone  preiudiciall  to    the 
said  Village,  It  is    therefore    ordered 
tiiat    the  said    Mr    Bradslreete  shall 
haue  Liberty  to  take,  his  said  farn]e  of 
liue  himdied  acres  in   any  other  place 
not   yett    granted  to    any   Towne   or 
pson  not  prejndiciall  to  any  plantation 
made  or  to   be    made    Which    When 
hee  hath   so    done  &  manefested    the 
same  to  tliis  Court  his  aforesd    grant 
shall    forth    With  be  Voyd  &  the    sd 
Lands  shall   be  Long  to    the    Village 
before    mentioned  to  be  disposed    of 
by  the  Inhabitants    there  of    for    the 
good  of  the  Whole   and    if  Salam    & 
Ipswich  shall    not   agree    before    the 
next  Court  about   a  pcell  of  meddow, 
now    desired  l)y    Salam,     to    be    to 
Whenham,  then  the  Court  shall  deter- 
min  it 

That  this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  out 
of  the  Courts  Book  of  Records  is 
atested  by  lOdward    Rawson    Sectary 
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Vera  Copia  of  yt  Coppy  taken  by 
mee 

Hilliard  Veren  Clerk 

This  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  of  yt 
Coppy  by  race  John  Gould  recorder 
for  Topsfeild. 

At  a  Generall  Court  held  at  Boston 
the  19  October  1658 

In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Topffcild  It  being  put 
to  the  question  Whetlier,  the  Lands 
of  Salam  shal  De  accoumpted  to  Run 
from  the  meeting  house  six  miles 
into  tlie  woods  &  noe  more,  Alwaies 
prouided  that  the  pticular  psons  to 
Whome  Lands  haue  beene  granted 
by  Salem  Within  Topsfeild  Line  shall 
be  Long  to  the  proprietors  The 

(^oart    resolues    this   question    in  the 
affirmatiue. 

This  a  True  Coppy  taken  out  of 
the  Courts  booke  of  Records  as  atest- 
ed  Edward  Rawson  Secterey 

Copia  Vera  of  that  Coppy  atested 
Hilliard  Vrin  Clerk 

This  is  a  true  Coppy  of  tliat  Coppy 
taken  P  mee  John  Gould  Recorder 
for  Topsfeild. 

At  A  Generall  Court  hild  at  Bf»s- 
ton  10th  of  October  1683 

In  Answer  to  ye  petition  of  Thomas 
Baker  Jacobe  Townes  and  John  How 
of  Topsfeild  for  explanation  of  an 
order  of  Court  made  19tli  of  October 
1658  refferiug  to  Lands  granted  by 
Salem  W^ith  in  Topsfeild  bounds 
Vpon  A  full  hearing  of  the  Case  and 
What  hath  bine  alleadged  both  by 
Salem  and  Topsfeild  the  Court  doe 
•Tudge  that  the  aforesaid  order  referrs 
only  to  such  Lands  as  were  granted 
by  Salem  before    the    tenth    of  may 

That  AVhat  is  aboue  Written  is  A 
true  Copie    taken    out  of  the    Courts 


Records     Atested     Edward    Rawson 
Sectrey 

a  Verie  Copia  of  that  Coppy  as 
a  tested  John  Gould  Recorder  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  A  Lawful!  Meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the  4th  of  March  108:5 
or  84 

John  Gould  Scnr  is  Chosen  to  kepe 
the  Towne  Bookes  of  reckords  for 
this  yeare  in  sueing  Voated 

Corpr  Vv^illiam  Smith  is  Chosen 
Constabell  for  this  yeare  insueing 
for  Topsfeild 

William  Auery  Senr  is  Chosen  to 
Same  one  the  Jeuerey  of  trialls  the 
next  County  Court  to  beholden  at 
Ipswich  the  Last  tusday  of  this 
Instant  March 

ssargt  Redingtou  Corpr  Jacob 
Townes  John  Houey  Thomas  Dor/nan 
John  Gould  Senr  is  Chosen  Seclect- 
men  to  order  the  prudanciall  afares 
of  the  Towne  for  this  ensueing  yeare 
prouied  tliay  shall  not  dib^pose  of 
any  of  ^^e  Townes  Land 

at  A  Lawfull  Tow  Lie  meeting  of  l.ne 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  4th  march 
1683-84  MrTobigah  perkins  &  Joseph 
Estev  are  Chosen  seruayers  for  hie 
waves  for  this  insueing  yeare  Darnell 
Redin^ton  &  Samuel  Standley  are 
Chosen  fence  Veneres  for  this  Insue- 
ing  yeare 

Whareas  the  Towne  had  formerly 
giuen  Lliberty  to  Liut  pebody  to  set 
Vp  a  mell  and  to  tloe  so  much  of  the 
Townes  Common  as  Was  needfull 
for  a  raille  (this  Towne  act  not  being 
found  in  ye  Towne  Booke)  the  Towne 
dos  now  by  V(jat  doelnre  thai  thay 
doe  againe  grant  Lliberty  to  ye  saul 
pebody   to    tloat    soe    much    of   the 
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To^^nes  Common  [as  is  for  ye  good 
and  Vese  of  ye  raille  so  Long  as  ye 
mill  doth  stand  and  grind  for  ye 
Towne  Voated 

The  Towne  has  Chosen  Lliut  Pe- 
body  &  Lliut  Baker  and  John  Wilds 
(fer  Sargt  Dorman  to  rune  and  Settell 
a  Line  With  Ipswich  men  betwene  or 
Towne  &  Ipswich  only  the  Towne  dos 
prohabet  the  aboue  named  men  from 
Consenting  to  any  thing  that  may  be 
to  or  Townes  damige  in  Relation  to 
making  or  Towne  tresspasers  in  or 
Catteli  Coming  into  the  bounds  of 
Ipswich  Voated 

John  Honey  Thomas  Dorman  & 
John  Gould  Senr  are  Chosen  a  Com- 
mitey  to  Lay  out  a  Countrey  hie 
way  from  Rowely  to  Topsfeild 

Voated 

The  Towne  meeting  is  a  Jorned 
to  ye  18  of  this  instant  march. 

IMr  Capen 

Wheare  as  yu  arc.  pleased  to  moue 
something  Con  Corning  the  prodouce 
of  the  parsoning  vvliich  the  Towne 
Jenerall}^  say  thay  did  not  expect 
but  seauerall  say  that  yor  selfe  said 
yu  would  haue  nothing  to  doe  with  it 
apou  which  the  seclcctmen  haue  Leet 
it  for  twenty  shilliui^b  a  yeare.  The 
Towne  desiers  to  know  yor  mind  sar- 
tin  in  that  thing  and  if  yu  doe  wholy 
renownce  the  parson ioje  the  Towne 
will  then  answer  yor  Request  in  add- 
ing six  pounds  to  yor  Salery  for  pro- 
uiding  yu  flier  wood  by  the  3'eare 
Leauing  our  fi-inds  of  the  Vilige  and 
ffarmers  to  doe  what  thay  will  in  that 
respect  Voated 

William  Auerey  Sener  enters  his 
Contrey    desent    to    ye  Voat   aboue 


wrighteen 

I  do  hereby  declare  my  rei^iness  & 
Vv^illingness  to  accept  of  ye  aboue 
mentioned  proposail  of  ye  addition 
of  six  pounds  to  my  salery  for  ye 
precuring  of  my  fierwood  and  do  also 
hereby  renounce  ye  use  of  ye  per- 
sonage Which  I  Vnderstand  is  by  yor 
seines  Concluded  that  I  did  expect 
Your  Saruant  Joseph  Capen 

This  is  a  true  Copey  of  What  Mr 
Capen  did  send  to  ye  Towne  the  18 
of  March  1G83  or  84  as  atested  by 
mee  John  Gould 

recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Wetnesis 

John  How 

Ephraira  Dorman 


Meeting 
the 


of 
22 


At  A  Lawful!  Towne 
the    Towne     of    Topsfeild 
Apriell  1684 

The  Towne  made  Chose  of  Lliut 
pebody  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
John  Wilds  Sargt  Dorman  John 
Hoaey  &  John  How  to  settell  a  Line 
With  Ipswich  betwene  Ipswich  <k 
Topsfeild  and  any  foucr  or  due  of 
them  agreeing  With  those  men  that 
Ipswich  shall  Chose  for  yt  end  shall 
stand  and  thay  haue  full  power  to 
agree  With  Ipswich  for  thare  settel- 
ment  of  a  Line  Which  hath  neuer  bin 
don  sence  Wee  ware  a  Towne 

Voated 


The  Tow  ne    has  agreed  that  a 


de- 
puty yt  goes  to  ye  Generall  Court 
shall  haue  but  lliuteene  shilings  pr 
weeake  in  Countrey  pay  also  thay 
haue  a  greeed  yt  a  deputy  shall  goe 
to  ye  Generall  Court  apon  ye  Condi- 
tions aboue  said 

Voated 


*. 


Thie  Ho^wletta  girLd  Clark:^. 

TWO  OLD  TOPSFIELD  FAMILIES. 
By  Marietta  Clark. 


It  goes  without  saying  that,  in  ex- 
amining the  records  of  the  past,  tbe 
farther  back  we  go,  the  more  misty 
and  meagre  do  they  become.  Just 
as  we  fancy  that  we  are  on  the  verge 
of  a  discovery,  some  important  docu- 
ment is  missing,  making  a  broken 
link  in  our  chain  of  evidence  to  be 
repaired  as  best  we  may. 

The  first  items  bearing  upon  the 
subject  in  hand,  the  settlement  of 
our  farm  and  its  immediate  vicinity, 
I  have  copied  from  the  Ipswich  rec- 
ords. 

*'Mr.  Appletou,  Sargeant  Howlett, 
John  Perkins  and  Thomas  Scott 
were  appointed  to  assist  the  lott 
la5'ers  in  laying  out  Mr.  Dudleys, 
Mr.  Bradstreets  and  Mr.  Salton stalls 
farmes  before  the  fourteenth  of  May, 
1637." 

'^1642,  Mr.  Bartholemew,  George 
Giddings.  Jo  Whipple,  Sargeant 
Howlett  have  full  power  to  lay  out 
the  land  to  Mr.  Rogers  which  he 
bought  of  Mr.  Tuttle." 

That  this  land  was  laid  out  we 
infer  from  the  fact  that  Knsigne 
Howlett  was  credited  by  the  town  of 
Ipswich  for  '4ive  davs  about  Mr. 
Rogers,"  but  we  are  left  to  get  an 
idea  of  its  whereabouts  as  best  we 
eau  from  the  following  grant  to  Mr. 
William  Payne: —  ''Also  a  farrae 
granted  unto  him  at  the  New  Mtd- 
dowes,  one  pt  of  it  lying  beyond  the 
farme  granted  to  John  Webster,  hav- 
ing H  swamp  on  the  North,    a    brook 


towards  the  northwest,  the  river 
towards  the  south,  pt.  of  the  med- 
dowes  lying  on  tbe  south  syde  the 
river.  The  other  pt.  of  the  said 
farme  lyeing  nearer  the  towne  by 
Mr.  Whitinghams  bounds  by  the 
land  of  Symon  Broadstreet  and  the 
land  of  Mr.  Whitingham  toward  the 
south  and  southwest,  by  the  laud  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Symonds  towards  the 
northwest,  a  poynt  coming  to  the 
four  mile  brook,  having  the  land  of 
Mr.  Broadstreet  on  the  east  and  the 
land  of  Mr.  Roggers  toward  the 
northeast.  The  whole  farme  con- 
taining four  hundred  acres  more  or 
less.  To  have  and  to  bold  and  to 
enjoy  all  the  sayd  premises  unto  the 
sayd  William  Pji^'ne  and  to  his  heirs 
forever. 

Dated  the  20th  of  the  11th  1647." 

Another  record  gives  us  a  little 
more  light  on  the  location  of  this 
land. 

'•Voted  that  Mr.  William  Payne 
shall  have  thirty  pounds  paid  him  for 
his  farme  lyeing  beyond  Gravelly 
brook,  at  or  before  this  time  twelve- 
month, or  else  the  said  William 
Payne  is  to  have  the  little  Neck. 
Also  the  barnes  and  his  two  acres  of 
ground  at  the  little  Nccke  is  to  be 
prized  by  indiferent  men,  and  paid 
to  him  besides  his  thirty  pounds,  one 
chosen  by  the  towne  and  one  by  Mr. 
Payne,  and  if  they  agree  then  they 
to  choose  a  third  man. 

At    the    general   meeting  the  22 
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(12.)  1640." 

At  the  same  meeting. 

*'Mr.  Nathaniel  Roo;gers  is  pos- 
sessed by  tiic  graut  of  tiie  towne  of 
a  farme  at  the  New  Meddowes  con- 
taining three  hundred  acres,  bound- 
ed by  Hioadsireet  his  f^rrae  on  the 
south,  Ml.  Saltonstalls  farme  east 
the  common  north  and  northeast, 
Mr.  Yfilham  Payne  nortiieast  to  en- 
jo}'  all  the  several  a;i'ants  to  him  and 
his  heirs  forever." 

We  next  find  the  following  copied 
into  our  own  lecords  : 

*'At  a  general  Towne  meeting 
(Ipswich)  Feb  ye  i)th  mnth.  1651." 

''Granted  to  Ensigne  Thomas  How- 
iett  six  acres  of  Upland  to  be  joined 
to  the  farme  which  ht^e  l)0ught  of 
Mr.  Ro2:s.ers  wheare  the  said  En- 
signe  have  built  his  li«)use." 

''This  pai'ticuhir  (with  live  others) 
above  are  true  eoppies  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  book  of  Ipswicii  as  they 
are  there  recorded." 

*sIohn  B»<'vv(»i-.  <  M:uke  of  ye  towne 
of  Ipswich."      ••.\p.vll  i>.S.  fO.sr' 

**Thes  are  True  coppi^'S  of  these 
Copies  as  atesti-d  b  me.  .b)hii  (lould, 
Recorder  for  To|)stield  " 

'•  Witneis  to  the    (oju^yes    as    they 
be  presented  to  Us  under  ye    Clarke 
of  Ipswich  hands  besides    or    ('larke 
hand." 
John  How  William  Smith,  jr. 

I  could  lind  no  other  record  save 
that  given  in  this  "copey"  of  the 
"farme"  which  Ensign  llowlett 
''bought  of  Mr.  Hoggers  "  There 
was  no  deed :  the  transaction  was 
not  mentioned  anywhere  elst;.  We 
are  left  to  learn  the  location  of  that 
land  in  a  somewhat  imperfect  way 
from  subseiiuent  papers,  l^nt  the 
six  acres  oranted  l)v  the  town  we  are 


able  to  identify  almost  certainly  with 
the  land  extending  from  the  mill- 
pond  to  the  schoolhouse,  iiounded 
on  one  side  by  the  schoolhouse 
woods,  on  the  other  by  the  highway 
as  "wee  go  to  Ipswich,"  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Perkins  and 
A.verill  families.  The  house  itself 
was  located  in  the  field  behind  Mrs. 
Perkins'  house,  on  the  side  of  a 
steep  hill  rising  from  the  mill  pond 
where  a  heap  of  stoncr^  still  ma^'ks 
the  site  of  tiie  cellar,  and  a  solitary 
birch  stands  sentinel  over  it.  Mr. 
John  P.  Perkins,  v/ho  has  reached 
the  age  of  seventy- five  years,  tells 
me  that  in  his  boyhood  this  cellar 
was  open,  and  was  aftejwards  filled 
with  stones  by  some  members  of  his 
family. 

Ensign  Howlett  and  his  family 
were  so  closely  identified  with  Tops- 
field  atTairs  and  so  prominent  in  its 
history,  that  I  have  macie  some  ef- 
fort to  learn  all  I  cvjuld  about 
them.  The  name  is  not  now  found 
in  town,  but  many  (»f  liis  descend- 
ants are  still  living  here,  .\mong 
them  are  included  the  C^mnnings, 
Perkins,  Peabody,  Clarke,  Towne 
and  Peterson  families 

1  would  that  I  might  take  you 
into  a  picture  gallery,  and  present  to 
you  these  first  settlers  as  they  looked 
in  ye  olden  time,  that  we  might  learn 
sometliing  of  their  characters,  their 
feelings,  their  sorrow.s  and  their 
joys.  "'We  tread  the  paths  their 
feet  have  worn,"  wo  still  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  ;  but  two  cen- 
turies of  time  is  not  to  be  easily 
bridged  over. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  fashion  now 
to  trace  ancestry  baek  to  England. 
I  have  not  attem}>ted  to  do    this    for 
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the  Hewlett  family,  but  by  what 
seemed  to  mc  a  curious  coincidence 
I  chanced  to  be  reading  Carlisle's 
life  of  Cromwell  at  the  time  that  T 
was  most  interested  in  this  subject, 
and  I  found  in  it  the  following  para- 
ijraph  : 

''Olivers  tutor  in  Ci^mbridge,  of 
whom  legible  history  and  I.  know 
nolhino;,  was  Maoister  Richard 
Howlet.  whom  readeis  must  fancy  a 
lyjave  ancient  Puritan  and  Scholar, 
in  dark  antiquarijiu  cIoiIks  and  dark 
antiquarian  ideas,  according  to  their 
faculty.  The  indubitable^  fact  is 
that  he,  Richard  Howlet,  did  in 
Sidney  Sussex  College,  with  his  best 
ability,  endeavor  to  inliitrate  some- 
thing that  he  called  instruction  into 
the  soul  of  Oliver  ('romwell  and  of 
other  youths  submitted  l"  him  :  but 
how,  of  v/hat  quality,  with  what 
method,  with  what  result,  will  remain 
extremely  obscure  to  every  one  " 

The  relationship  of  Richard  How- 
let  t<»  0(ir  bvusiiiii  'I'hojnits  is  also 
*'extrenu'lv  obstnire.''  We  can  only 
imagine  that  there  miohi  have  bt^^n 
a  connection  between  them. 

The  first  record  of  Thomas  Howlet 
we  find  in  I[)svvich. 

*'1633  March,  -lohn  Winthrop  and 
twelve  others  commence  a  settlement 
here,  April  1st.  The  Court  of  Assist- 
ants forbid"  any  to  reside  in  this 
place,  except  those  already  come. 
Then  follows  a  list  of  them.  viz. — 
Mr.  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  Mr.  Willium 
Clerk,  Robert  Coles,  Thomas  How- 
let, John  Biggs,  John  Crage,  Thomas 
Hardy  WilJinm  Perkins,  Mr.  John 
Thorndike  and  William  Serjeant. 
Three  are  wanting  to  make  up  the 
number.  June  llth  Thomas  Sellan 
has  permission  to  become  an   inhabi- 
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"1636.  Granted  to  Thomas 
Hewlett  a  house  lot  where  his  house 
now  stands  and  which  is  now  in  his 
possession." 

''1641.  Thom>as  Howlett  was  a 
coinmoner  in  Jpswich,"  He  is 
called  in  the  early  records  '^Sargent" 
Howlett.  This  title  was  probably 
gained  in  service  ag.aiast  the  Indians. 

''Dec  4,  1643.  It  is  agreed  that 
each  soldier  for  t\\iiv  Lijrvice  to  the 
Indians  shall  bo  allowed  12  d.  a  day 
(ai!owij)g  for  the  Lords  day  in 
respect  of  the  extremity  of  the 
weather)  and  the  otrlcers  dubble." 
Sargeant  Howleti  was  one  of  the 
officers  so  I  suppose  he  received 
''dubble.' 

He  was  continually  employed  by 
the  town  to  run  lines,  lay  out  lands, 
etc  The  followinti  record  will  serve 
as  an  example  of  many  similar  ones. 

'^Feb.  id.  16 Kh  'Mr.  Hubbard. 
Mr.  William  Payne,  Mr.  Tuttle, 
Iso  Sai'g(^ant  MowlcM  and  John  (Ja;_\e 
are  chosen  by  the  town  and  full 
powers  given  to  the!;]  oji  the  behalf 
ol  ipswich  to  run  the  lyne  and  make 
the  bounds  between  Salem  and 
Ipswich." 

•*Sargeant"  Howdett  afterwards 
became  Ensign.  'T645.  Youth 
from  ten  to  sixteen  years  are  to  be 
exercised  with  small  guns,  half  pikes, 
bow  and  arrows.  Thomas  Whiting- 
ham  is  contirmed  as  Lieutenant  and 
Thomas  Howlett  as  ensign  of  the 
company." 

Ensign  Howlett  was  an  elder  in 
the  church.  1648.  -^Upou  com- 
plaint of  Major  general  Denison  tiie 
elders  Ensign  Hovr'lett,  George 
Giddings  and  Thomas  Bishop  were 
apj>ointed  to  settle  the  trouble  about 
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his  land.** 

In  1648  he  was  selectman  of  Ips- 
wich. Ipswich,  Feb,  27,  1658. 
*'The  seven  men  chosen  for  the  year 
were  Major  Denison,  Robert  Lord, 
James  Howe,  Ensiofu  Howlett,  John 
Andrew  jun.,  John  Knollon,  Thomas 
Treadwell." 

I  found  in  Felt's  History  of  Ips- 
wich an  interestiDg  explanation  of 
this  term  ''The  Seven  Men."  When 
a  church  was  gathered  in  New 
Haven  in  1639,  the  Rev.  J.  Daven- 
port directed  the  brethren  ''to  select 
eleven  of  their  most  godly  men  as  a 
nomination  for  church  pillars,  that 
there  might  be  no  blemish  in  church 
work.**  These  were  to  choose  seven 
among  themselves,  becau.se  it  is  read 
in  Proverbs  "Wisdom  hath  hewn 
out  her  seven  pillars."  I  think  the 
number  of  our  selectmen  will  have 
to  be  increased. 

"Here  we  very  probabl}'  have  the 
reason  for  the  number  of  eleven  and 
seven  men  as  coutaiiutd  not  merely 
on  the  records  of  Ipswich  but  on 
those  of  other  ancient  towns.  So 
closely  connected  were  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  concerns  of  our  an- 
cestors, so  fixed  were  they  in  havino: 
no  person  hold  any  soctial  trust, 
unless  a  professor  of  religion,  that 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  appl}'  the 
same  distinctive  names  to  their  chief 
men,  as  officers  of  the  community, 
which  they  bore  in  relation  to  the 
church.  There  can  be  little  dou])t 
that  the  selecting:  of  such  individuals 
originally  gave  rise  to  the  term 
select,  as  applied  to  the  superintend- 
ents of  town  affairs.  Not  a  few 
expressions  which  we  often  use 
without  tracing  tliem  to  their  source, 
were  once  associated  in  otlier    minds 


with  important  occasions.  At  first 
the  selectmen  were  elected  for  three 
months.  They  continued  to  be 
seven  till  1823,  when  they  were  five. 

The  next  year  and  afterwards  to 
1841  they  were  restored  to  the  old 
number." 

This,  you  will  remember,  was  in 
Ipswich. 

"Thomas  Howlett  was  a  deputy 
to  a  General  Court  held  at  'Newe 
Tov/ne'  May  6,  1635.  He  represent- 
ed Ipswich." 

These  are  the  principal  records  of 
Thomas  Howlett  in  Ipswich.  In 
1651  or  thereabouts  we  find  him 
located  on  the  hillside  by  the  brook. 
After  that  time  whatever  abilities  he 
may  have  had,  seem  to  have  been 
given  to  the  service  of  the  infant  town 
of  Topstield. 

In  the  history  of  Essex  County, 
Ensign  Howlett  is  given  as  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Topsfield  in  1659; 
but  I  was  unable  to  find  any  such 
record  previous  to  1661.  1  give  it 
entire. 

"At  a  lawful  towne  meeting  the 
Uth  of  the  10th  month  1661  The 
inhabitants  of  ye  towne  hath  made 
choyce  of  Insigne  Howlet,  Francis 
Peal^odye  and  John  Reedington,  they 
are  chosen  for  selectmen  for  the  year 
folowing  to  order  the  prudential 
afaires  of  the  towne  and  to  settle  the 
bounds  of  the  towne  between  Salem 
and  Topsfield  and  also  to  settle  the 
bounds  between  the  country  and  u.-^. 
and  also  where  they  shall  see  any 
wrong  don  to  the  towne  by  any  they 
have  power  to  recti  lie  it  by  sute  or 
otherwise.  Voted." 

Knsigne  Howlett  was  a  commonei 
in  Topslield  in  1(U)1.  He  was  the 
first    deputy    from    Topsfield    to   tlu- 
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general  court  in    Boston,    session    of  begins  about  tweaty-Gve  miles  fartlier        j 
3d  Aug.,  1G64.  up  the  country,  issuing  forth  a  pleas-        j 

''At  a  lawful  Towne  meeting  ye  ant  pond.  But  soon  after,  it  betakes  j 
9th  of  July  1667  The  lahabitance  of  its  course  through  a  most  hideous  j 
ye  Towne  hath  left  to  ye  discretion  swamp  of  large  extent,  even  for  j 
of  the  Selectmen  or  major  part  of  many  miles,  being  a  great  harbour  j 
^  them  to  lay  out  a  hie  way  from  ye  for  bears.  After  its  coming  forth  j 
H  common  ground  which  lye  on  the  from  this  place,  it  groweth  larger  by  j 
I  south  side  of  mile  brook  over  against  the  income  of  many  smaller  rivers,  \ 
tf  Goodman  Dorman  and  saro-t.  Pea-  and  issues  forth  into  the  sea,  due  i 
f/  bodye  to  Ensign  llowletts  brooke- east  against  the  Island  of  Sholes.  a  | 
I  notwithstanding  any  former  Towne  great  place  of  fishing  for  our  English  \ 
I     order  whatsoever."  nation."  I 

I  This  is  the  first  record  which  1  You  see  by  this  record  that  Ensign  * 
I  have  found  of  Howletts  brooke  called  Howlett  was  also  a  deacon.  That  | 
I     by  that  name.  he   was   suitable    for   this   office    we       j 

I  iMarch  2,  1668-9.  'Tt  is  also  order-  gather  from  the  following:  '*1G44  | 
I  ed  and  jigreed  upon  With  Ensign  Sargent  Howlett  fined  for  felling  4  I 
I  Thomas  liowlett  that  they  will  make  trees  for  rale  and  planks  (which  he  j 
I  and  maintain  a  bridge  over  ye  brooke  made  known  himself.)"  Good,  honest  j 
t  by  Ensignes  house  in  ye  way  as  wee  soul  i  He  should  indeed  be  a  deacon  I 
I      go  to  Ipswich  ye  one  half  to  be  done  beyond  a  peiadventure.  ) 

iby  the  towne  and    the    other  half    by       Ensign   Thomas    Howlett    marsied      \ 
ye  said  Ensigne."  for  first  wife  Alice  1^'rench  of  Boston.      I 

I  "18d  Im  1671-2.     The  towne  doth  His  children  were  :  Samuel,  William,      j 

I      grant  lo  Detieou  Howlett,  Lieut.  Pea-  born  1050,  Thonias,  .John,  Nathaniel, 
I      bod^'e,   Isacke  Esty,    Joseph  Towne,  Sarah    and     Mary.     Thomas.    John 
I      Cornoral  Edmund  Towne  and  Thom-  and    Nathaniel     died     before     their 
I       us  Baker  all  the  swamp  meadow  that  father,    Sarah   married     John    Cum- 
I       lyetli  upon  the   river   called   Ipswich  mings,  Mary  married  a  Perley.      His      | 
I       river  extending  from    the  lower    part  wife  Alice  died  in  1666,  and  he  mar-      ■; 
I       of  the  Governor's  meadow   down    to  ried  a  second  wife    Rebecca  who  sur-      • 
the  bridge  that  goeth  over  the  mead-  vived  him.     He  died  himself  the  'J'2d 
ow  below  old   goodman    Townes    for  of  Dec,  1677,  aged  7D  years.    Of  the 
and  in  consideration  of    tifty  pounds  two  sons     Samuel    and  William    who 
ye  towne  hath    received  of  the  above  were  left    to  rei)resent   the  family    in 
named    parties    the    meadow    herein  Topsfield,  not  much    is  said  of    Wil- 
mentioued  lyeth  on  the  south  side  of  liam  in    the    records.       To    him    wa?. 
Ipswich  river."  left  the  house  by  the  brook,    and  Uk' 

I  presume  this  is  the  same  swamp  last  paragraph  of  his  father's  will 
referred  to  in  Felt's  history,  now  reads  as  follows  :  ''Lastlv,  I  ordain 
kn(»wn  as  Weniuim  swamp.  "River  my  son  William  Howktt  my  sole 
Ipswich.  Speaking  of  this,  Johubon  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  trs- 
say8l6l6:  *"A  faire  and  delightful  tament,  to  whom  1  give,  my  dcl)^^ 
rivt'r,      whose       first    rise    or    spriniz  beitu''  paid,  all  the  rest   of  mv  estate. 
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housing,  lands,  goods — aud  profits  of  walk    and     conversation  that    he    is 
all   sorts—unto   him     and   his   heirs  known  in  the  family  as  Old  Hundred,      i 
forever."  began   to     show    symptoms    of   sup-      | 

But  it  was  upon  Samuel  that  his  pressed  excitement.  Whether  he  \ 
father's  msntle  fell.  Like  him  he  thought  he  perceived  the  ghosts  of  | 
went  through  all  the  offices,  from  the  departed  Howletts  peering  at  | 
Sergeant  upwards.  He  was  a  black-  him  from  behind  the  bushes  1  cannot  \ 
smith  and  "'At  a  lawful  Tov.-ne  meet-  tell,  but  he  certainly  looked  around  \ 
ing  ye  15  January  1668  The  Inhabi-  in  a  nervous  and  suspicious  manner  I 
tants  of  ye  Towne  hath  given  Samuel  and  manifested  a  most  unwonted  I 
Howlett  an  invitation  to  come  to  the  desire  to  go.  When  he  came  out  on  j 
town  and  setup  his  trade  of  smithing  the  travelled  road  he  showed  symp-  \ 
to  do  ye  Townes  worke."  toms  of  unseemly  hilarity,  and   after       \ 

*'Upou  consideration  yt  Samuel  indulging  himself  in  various  antics  a  1 
Howlett  promiseth  to  \^e  towne  to  pair  of  heels  came  tlyino;  up  into  the  | 
Come  and  set  up  his  trade  in  ye  air.  Undoubtedly  this  was  a  great  I 
towne  and  doe  there  worke,  they  have  relief  to  his  mind  but  it  had  upon  me  | 
given  him  four  acres  of  land  upon  a  contrary  effect.  I  alighted  from  ] 
the  Common  Hill  next  to  William  my  carriage,  and  we  walked  home  \ 
Smith  and  John  ffrainch  land."  together  very  peaceably.  1 

We  may  naturally  suppose  that  The  second  time  I  was  more  sue-  I 
this  ''Common  Hill '  was  the  place  cessful.  Leaving  my  quadruped  in  ! 
where  his  house  was  located,  as  we  another's  care  I  climbed  the  ''Com-  ] 
kuov7  that  he  lived  on  a  hill,  on  what  mon  Hill"  aud  had  no  difficulty  in  ] 
is  called  Howlett  St.,  just  behind  the  finding  Samuel  Howlett's  cellar  and  ! 
Metliodist-meeling  house.  Right  well.  It  was  just  after  a  heavy  rain  | 
here  let  me  say  that  1  shall  never  and  they  were  both  partially  filled  \ 
again  say  church  without  an  inward  with  water.  A  tree  had  sprung  up  i 
protest.  In  England  they  erected  from  the  side  of  the  well,  a  maple  ; 
churches^  but  our  fathers  built  meet-  tree  I  judged,  though  the  leaves  had  1 
ing-houses.  fallen  and  the  little    new    buds    were         \ 

I  went  to  explore  Howlett  St.  aud  starting  out  ready  for  another  spring.  \ 
find  the  site  of  Samuel  Howlett's  I  was  struck  with  the  beauty  of  \ 
home  one  day  in  the  early  fall.  It  the  situation.  Were;  it  not  that  the  \ 
was  one  of  those  beautiful  days  when  whole  hill  seems  surcharged  with  | 
there  was  a  haze    on  the  hills    and  it  water,  I  should  propliesy  that  Samuel  i 

was  joy  enough    simply    to  be    alive.  Howlett's   taste     will    some   time    be  I 

1  had  not  been  on  the  old  road  for  a  vindicated  aud  the  "Common  Hill" 
long  time,  and  was  entirely  uupre-  once  more  be  built  upon.  I  looked 
pared  for  its  rougli  condition.  After  about  me  and  tried  to  fancy  how  it 
1  had  seen  several  rocks  as  large  as  appeared  in  ye  olden  times.  There 
tea-kettles  lying  in  the  path  I  began  were  no  meeting-houses  then  in  view 
to  be  somewhat  alarmed.  My  horse,  and  jnv^hably  not  many  hou-^es.  It  is 
vi-ho  is  so  remarkable  for  the  dignity  reasonable  to  suppose  the  eye  would 
of  his  demeanor,  the  solemnitv  of  his  rest  on  mostlv    unbrokt'u    forest    and 
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perhaps  the   howl   of   a    wolf   might  the  Church  was  willing  to  baptize  his  ; 

salute  the   listening  ear.     In    1686  I  children.  \_         J  did  then  confess  he  I 

find  the  following  record :  had    been     several   times    overtaken  j 

I       *'And  the   Towne  have    agred   to  with   the    fault,    was    sorry    for   the  : 

I  alow  any   as  shall   kill  wolves  in   our  same,  the   Church    voted  their   satis-  ; 

e;   Towne  that  is  to  the  Towne  men  ten  faction  willing  to   baptize    his  child-  j 

I   shillings   apece    for   every    wolfe   so  ren.     There  were  present. Tames  How  1 

I   killed."  sen.,    Francis     Peabody,     Neheraiah  j 

i  But  I  did  not  see  nor  hear  any  Abbott,  Tho.  Dorman,  Ephraim  Dor-  "i 
I  wolves.  1  climbed  the  hill  and  walk-  man,  Samuel  Perley,  Samuel  How-  \ 
I  ed  along  where  tradition  locates  the  lett,  William  Howlett,  Isaac  Estie  j 
I  old  blacksmith's  shop.  It  is  said  to  sen.,  and  Sargent  John  Rcddingtou,  | 
I  have  been  placed  on  the  right  hand  who  were  all  satisfied.  Witness,  | 
f   side  of  the  road  as   you  go  from   the  Tho.  Dorman."  J 

I  village,  some  little  distance  from  the  You  notice  that  the  name  of  the  i 
I  top  of  the  hill,  after  the  willows  are  culprit  was  mercifully  withheld,  with  j 
passed,  before  coming  to  the  elms.  I  uncommon  consideration  it  seemed  ■  j 
am  told  tliat  blacksmith's  coal  was  to  me.  Probably  they  I'ad  a  kind  of  \ 
ploughed  up  at  this    place.     Another  fellow  feeling  for  him.  I 

shop  has  also  been  located  in  the  Sept.  20,  1701 .  '\Sejeant  Thomas  | 
same  way  at  the  foot  of  Joseph  An-  Dorman  and  Ensign  Samuel  Howlett  j 
drews*  hill,  opposite  the  road  which  were  chosen  to  be  deacons  although  j 
branches  off.  Tradition  gives  us  the  church  voted  to  have  but  one  f 
another  house  on  the  left  hand  side  deacon  chosen  ;  but  the  number  of 
of  the  road  at  the  top  of  the  -hill  but  votes  for  each  being  equal  the  church 
no  trace  of  that  remains  and  ic  is  not  passed  the  vote  to  have  both  of 
known  to  whom  it  belonged.  them." 

i>nt  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  Good  old  deacon  Samuel !  He 
Samuel  Howlett  lived  here  and  plied  must  have  been  a  most  imposing 
his  trade  and  filled  all  the  offices  from  figure  among  the  early  settlers.  One 
constable  to  representative.  He  was  wonders  how  he  looked  and  what  he 
selectman  and  that  continually.  I  said  and  how  he  compared  with  our 
find  that  he  served  the  town  in  that  present  deacons.  We  fail  to  see  how 
capacity  sixteen  years,  four  times  he  he  could  have  been  any  better.  We 
is  called  plain  Samuel,  six  times  Ser-  heartily  hope  he  was  no  worse, 
geant,  once  Ensign,  and  five  Deacon.  Samuel  Howlett  married  Jan.  3, 
I  find  in  Mr.  Capen's  record,  as  1670-1,  Sarah  Clarke,  the  daughter 
copied  by  Mr.  John  Gould,  a  state-  of  my  greatest-grandfather  on  these 
ment  that  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  shores.  His  children  were  John, 
of  deacon  in  1701.  Let  me  give  Mr.  Mary,  Sarah.  Joannah,  Martha,  Su- 
<'apen's  first  record  that  we  may  for  a  sannah,  Miriam  and  Samuel.  From 
moment  be  transported  back  io  the  his  will  dated  Apr.  4,  17*20  I  take  the 
ye  olden  time.  '-Sept.  o,  1()8-1  at  a  following:  -'Deaeon  Samuel  How- 
Church  meeting  called  with  reference  lett's  will.  Blacksmith." 
to  [  ]  for  his    excessive  drinking,       "I  give  to  my  son  John  nil  the  up- 
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laod  and  raeadow  and  housiDg  of  that  old  wa^-  to  William  Howletts    brook  ; 

land  he  lives  upon  aadall  that  upland  trees  being    marked   in  certain  places  • 

and  meado\T  which  Jieth  on  the  south  the  most  of  the    waj'  this    was  Ltaken  j 

of  Isaac   CunjLiiir.^rb   land   joining  to  from    their   own      mouths   dated    21  j 

l\ir.  Bradstreecs  ford;    excepting  five  march  1692-3.  | 

acres  of  that  which  I   do  give    to  my       Ephraim  Dorman  now  Clark.  j 

son  Samuel  ns  a  part  of    bis  portion.       William     Howlett     married    Mary  j 

Further  I  give    to  roy  son  John    live  Perkina  27th  Oct.,  1671.    He  had  but  \ 

acres  of  meaclov;    out  of  the  llasakie  one  child,  .Thomas,  to  whom  he  gives  | 

meadow."  a  deed,  dated   July  30,    1709,  of   his  j 

"1  give  to  r.iy  aon    Samuel  all    my  farm  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  brook  \ 

liomestead,  liOii-.-irig  and  land  nod  all  being    then    the     boundary    between  j 

of  my   Hasiikie    meadow    w^hicli    his  Ipswich   and    Topsfield.      -^'onvey,  j 

;        brother  John  has  a  part  of,   and  also  confirm  unto  bim  my  said  son  Thorn-  | 

my  shop  and  tools,  only  I  would  have  as  Howlett  all  that  my  farm.-s,  messu-  \ 

,        him.  be  so  kiud    to    liis  bi'othcr    as  to  age  or  tenement  which  I  myself    and  ^ 

j        let  him  use  them  sometimes."  my  said  sou  dwells."     This    Thomas  j 

(  'H  do  ordei'ihat  all  mv   bibles  and  Howlett  married  Rebecca  Cnmmiutrs,  1 

I        sermon,    books  to  be  equally  divided  a  daughter   of    the  second    hiaac,    in 

!       among  mv  S(.'ns  aad  daughters,  Mary  1695.      Haviugi.no    cliildren  of    his 


o  — .;    " " &•' ^'      J  --    --Q.._ —   ^ -  .-   ^^       ^^.^        ^ 

Wyld,  Saraii  Aveiill,  Alartha  Dor-  own,  he  adopted  Joseph  Cummings.  | 
man,  Susijnuali  Sherwin,  Miriam  his  wife's  nephew,  who  became  quite  i 
Stiuidley."  a  figure    in    Topsfield    history.       As      | 

We  will  now   relnrn    fi'om    Samuel  William    Howlett   outlived    his    son. 
Howlett  to  his    Inotiier    William 'bv  who  die<l  in  J  713,  he    again   disposes      ! 
the  fonowiiiii  lii;iinvav  :   •"Sarpt.  Johi;  of  his  Ii^swich  and  Topsfield  farm  bv      i 
Hovey  and    Dainel   Redington    being  a    deed    dated    i\Iay    21,    1715,    and      I 
a  pointed    t(.>  lay    out  a  highv\uy  from  given    to  his   nephew   Jolm    Howlett      \ 
Sargt.    Samuel      l-Iowletts     bv    John  the  son  of  his  brother  Samuel :   "For       S 
Wilds  his  house  to   William  Howletts  and  in  consideration  of  a  deed  of  sale      i 
brook    accordingly  they  diave  doneit,  of  this  date   made  by    John    Howlett      ! 
beginning    ai    liie    couut}^    road   and  of  said   I])swieh    at  my    i-equest    and       ; 
.^long    on  the    south    side  of   Samuel  desire  of  his    farm  in  thick    woods  to     '\ 
Howietts  iaiul   and  between  .Mr.    Ca-  Joseph  Uummings    of    said    Ijjswich.       \ 
pens  land  and  tiie  boid  Howletts  land  as  per  deed  may   appeal'  and  also  for       j 
and  so  on    t!ie    soutli  side  of   Muddy  the  sum  of  sixty  [)Oumb  [)aid  and  se-       j 
Spring,  so  along  the  old   cart  way  to  cured  to  be  paid  b\    my  oi'der  to    my        \ 
John  Wilds  hi.-j  \i\nd  and  so   between  daughter-in-lasv     Rebecca      Howlett. 
Capt.  French  his   house  and  barn,  so  and  for  that  said  John  Howlett    hath 
along  the  old    way    to  the  north    eor-  promised  and  engaged  to  fulfil    these 
uer  of  Daniel    Redingtons  Jiounds  by  following    articles:  to    pay    annually 
John  Wilds  iris    gate    and    so  as    tlie  during  the  natural    lives    of   me    and 
way  now  lyetli  by  iIk'    said  Wih-ls  his  my  now    wife    twenty-five  bushels  of 
house  and    so  along    the    old    way  to  good    and    marii:etable    Indian    corn, 
ndh'  brook  bound.?!  and  still  along  the  six  bushels  of  good  merelianti)le   bar- 
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ley,  malt,  four  bushels  of  rye,  two 
bushels  of  wheat,  one  hundred 
pounds  of  good  pork,  four  barrels  of 
cider,  six  bushels  of  apples  and  lire- 
wood  and  fifty  of  pork  sufficient  for 
them  at  the  door,  the  keeping  of  two 
cows  winter  and  summer,  and  ten 
pounds  of  flax,  tan,  and  eighteen 
pounds  money,  the  running  of  two 
pigs  at  door  and  in  the  orchard  ;  all 
this  duty  to  be  performed  yearly  by 
said  John  Howlett. 

Convey,  and  confirm  unto  said 
John  Howlett  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  all  my  farm,  messuage  or 
tenement  v/hich  I  now  dwell  upon 
and  that  tenement  which  my  son 
Thomas'  widow  dwells  upon  which 
farm  and  tenements  are  situated 
partly  in  Ipswich  and  partly  in  the 
township  of  Topstield,  containing  by 
estimation  one  hundred  acres  be  it 
more  or  be  it  less,  lying  partly  on 
the  north  side  of  Ipswich  river  and 
partl}^  on  Topsfield  line  bounded  as 
followeth  :  on  the  nortiieast  by  Ips- 
wich towij  common  on  the  east  upon 
Ipswich  river,  west  on  land  of  Na- 
thaniel Averill,  Samuel  Howlett  and 
Ebenezer  Averill,  northwest  on  land 
of  Lieut  Tobijah  Perkins,  also  all 
my  woodland  lying  upon  the  south 
side  of  Ipswich  river." 

This  deed  mentions  John  llowlett's 
farm  which  he  exchanged  for  this 
farm  in  ''thick  woods."  This  term 
will  be  found  in  many  of  the  old 
deeds.  My  grandfather  always  used 
it.  He  would  say  ''The  sun  is  rising 
over  thick  woods'*  or  "The  fog  is 
coming  up  over  thick  woods."  I 
found  a  deed  of  this  farm  "One 
l)iece  whereon  stands  the  dwelling 
house  and  barn  about  sixty  acres. 
beginning    nt  a    stake    and    heap   of 


stones  by  John  Lampsons  land  at  a 
place  called  the  pond"  thence  up  the 
hill  and  extending  to  the  river  on  the 
other  side.  As  I  have  not  succeeded 
in  finding  any  old  cellar  there,  and 
as  Joseph  Cummings  is  known  to 
have  lived  on  the  hill,  it  seems  reas- 
onable to  suppose  that  John  Hovr- 
lett's  house  and  barn  were  located  at 
or  near  the  place  where  Augustus 
Smith's  buildings  now  stand. 

In  this  deed  I  rdso  find  mention  of 
the  first  tenement  on  our  side  of  the 
brook,  that  is  the  * 'tenement  which 
my  son  Thomas'  widow  dwells  upon." 
1  have  no  means  of  knowing  how 
long  this  tenement  had  been  there.  I 
infer  thnt  it  was  situated  there  from 
subsequent  records. 

Of  the  second  Samuel  Howlett, 
son  of  the  first  Samuel,  I  find  but 
scant  mention.  He  married  Martha 
Chapman  of  Boxford  3d  April,  1722, 
and  his  children  were  Samuel,  Mar- 
tha, William,  Dan,  iMary  and  Davis. 
But  it  is  John  who  is  now  settled  by 
the  brookside  who  keeps  up  the  rej)- 
utation  of  the  familv.  He  is  serfreant, 
captain,  selectman  for  ten  years, 
representative  and  deacon.  In 
1718-19  I  find  the  following  record  : 
"John  Hove^',  John  Howlett  and 
Jacob  Peabody  are  chosen  m  behalf 
of  ye  towne  of  Topsfield  to  go  to  the 
towne  of  Ipswich  to  demand  a  high- 
way to  be  laid  out  from  Ipswich  town 
by  William  Goodhues  to  Gravelly 
brook,  and  from  thence  by  the  house 
which  was  formerly  AVilliam  Hew- 
lett's to  Topsfield  Hue,  and  in  case 
Ipswich  town  neglects  or  refuses  to 
lay  out  said  way  then  the  aforesaid 
John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  aiul  Jacob 
l^eabody  are  empoworeei  lo  make  ap- 
plication to  any  court  of  quarter  si'.s- 
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sioDS   to  be   iield  in  the   county  of  John  Hewlett  had  given   to  his  son,  ] 

Essex."  John  Howlett,  a  deed  of  our  j)resein  j 

I  must  not  omit   to    mention    that  farm,  the  first  deed  ever  given  of  the  | 

Capt.  John  Hewlett  vras  a  mem])er  of  homestead    by    itself.     "Deed    from  j 

the  first  school  committee   in    Tops-  John  Howlett  to  John  Ho'-vlett   jun-  3 

field    iuJ731--2,     In    1728    ^'Dedcon  ior:"     "To    all   Christian    people  to  j 

j  John    Howlett    and    Mr.    Nathaniel  Vv'home  these   presents    shall    come  I  | 

I  Porter  are  choL^en  agents  for  the  town  John    Ho\Ylett    do    send     greeting,  j 

;  to  appear  at  the  next  Inferior    Court  Know  ye   that    J    John    Howlett   of  i 

;  to  be  holden  :it  .Salem    to    answer  to  TopsSeld  in  the  county    of    PLssex  in  j 

!  ye  tov/nes  yiresentmeut  for  not  being  the  province    of    the    Massachusetts  1 

I  provided    v.  ith    a    gi-ammai'    school-  bay  in  New    England    yoenian  :    For  i 

;  master."  and  in  consideration  of  that  i)aternal  I 

John  Hewlett   married    Ijathsheba  love  which  I   bear  to    my    son    John  \ 

I  Hoyt  26th  Dec,  10'J9.     His  children  Howlett  have  given   and  granted  and 

I  v.'-ere    John,      Mary,      William    and  by  these  presents  do    freely,    clearly  ! 

i  Thomas.         Mary      married      Jacob  and  absolutely  give   and    grant    unto  ; 

I  Clarke,  a  brother  of  ray   great-great-  my  said  John  Howlett  his  heirs,    ex-  | 

grandfather.  Israel    Clarke.     Bv  his  ecutors  or   administrators    one    Mes-  1 

'  will  dated  Aii^:.  21st,  1735    lie    o;ives  saaoje  ov  tract  of  land  too;etlier    with  l 

to  his  "son  V\  iliiam  a  small  piece  of  the  buildiogs  thereupon  situated  lying  j 

land  v/here  my   dwelling    liouse    now  and  being  in  Ipswich    in    tiie    county  j 

I  stands.     And  also  I  give  to    my  son  and  province  aforesaid  containing  by  i 

\  AVilliam    the    old    pait    of    my    now  estimation    twenty-four    acres    be    it  | 

i  dwelling;  house  immediately  after  mv  more  or  less  butted  and    bounded  as  i 

'  vnfe's  dPiit!)  or  iiiarriugc  and  further  foUoweth.     On  the  north  on  tlie  land  ; 

my  will  is  that    if    my    son    William  of  Tobijah  Perkins,  on  the   west  and  j 

shall  be  disposed  to  .sell  the  hoiitse  lot  northwest  upon  the  brook  as  it    runs  I 

herein  given  to  tnii:  that  he  sli:iil  give  to  an  ash  tree  marked  standing  below  j 

his  brothers  to    wit  John  &  Thomas  Ipswich  road,  from  thence  southeast  | 

the  refusal    thereof    before    he    shall  upon  a  straight  line  to  a  swamp    oak  | 

sell  the  same  to  any    other    person."  tree  standing  on  the  bank  of  Ipswich  i 

William    Howlett   sold    out    to  his  river,  from    thence  east    as   the  river  I 

brother  Thomas  in  1738    and    disa})-  runs,  northeast    upon    Ijiswich    river  j 

peared  entirely  from  the  scene;    and  and  Paines  hill  lots  which  premises  1  j 

I  always  imagined  that  Thomas    did  give  unto  him  my  said  John  Howlett  | 

"pull  down  and  carry  away  the  new-  as  three  hundred  pounds  of  his    por- 

est  end  of  my  now    dwelling    house"  tion  out  of  my  estate  to  have  and    to 

and  left  the  old  part  to    decay,    as  it  hold  all  the  said  premises   to  him  my 

appears  froui  a  subsequent  daed  that  said  John  Howlett  his  heirs  executors 

there  was  no  house  in  the  old    situa-  and  administrators   from    henceforth 

^   tion  and  Thomas  Hov/lett  was  living  as  his  and  their  own  proper  ri^ht  and 

at  or  near  the   i">l;icc   whei'e    the    old  estate  peaceably  to  enjoy   heiKHlorth 

Robinson  hon.;e  now  stands.  by  virtue  of  these  presents.      In   wit- 

Hefore  the  making  of  his  will  Capt.  ness  wluu-eof  T  have  luu'ounto  set  my 
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\  hand  and  seal  the   twentieth   day  of   a  ^'confered  poster."      \yhatever  it 

:  March  one  thousand   seven    hundred   was,  they    claimed   that   poor   John  j 

'  and  twenty  seven    in   the    thirteenth    Howlett    had    it,    and    his    friends,  \ 

;  year   of     his   majesty   king    Geoges   neighbors  and  relatives,  were    forth-  \ 

i  reign/'                                                        with  summoned   to  court   to   tell    all  i 

I                   ■       John  Howlett.                   they  knew    about  him.     His    brother  \ 

'■      This  deed    refers    to    'Taine's  hill   Samuel's  wife,  Martha  Howlett,  testi-  ' 

1  lots."     I  have  noticed  that   most   of   lied  that  ''John    Howletts    wife   told  ; 

;  the  early  settlers  in  our   part   of  the   her  that  the  said  Howlett  was  become  \ 

■  town  had  lots  in  Paine's  hill  pasture,    so  disordered    in    his   mind    that   he  j 

,  It  seems  that  it  must    have    been   at   could  not  iu  a  regular   manner  carry  1 

that  time  an  extensive   tract  of  land,    on  his  family  prayer  ;   for  if  he  made  \ 

';  The  name  Faincs'    hill  is   still    given    an  attempt  to  pray  he  would  run  into  j 

:  to  the  highest  point  in  our  land,  and    such  nonsense  that  his    prayer  would  | 

the  pasture    which    contains    it,  now    turn    into    confusion,    wherefor   the  j 

;  having    but    two    owners,    contains   Howletts   wife    had   desired    him   to  1 

;  something  like  fifty    or  sixty    acres,    leave  otl  praying  in    his    family   and  ; 

;  It  would  be  quite  interesting  to  linow   accordingly    he     did."     Poor    John  j. 

r  how  far  it  formerly  extended  and  how    Howlett!    People    in    higher    places  | 

:  many  owned   lots  in  it.     Felt's    His-   than  you   sometimes    ''run   into  nou-  ] 

^  tory  of  Ipswich  states  that  the   name    sense"  in  their  prayers,  but    I    never  i 

\  Paine's  Hill  was    given    as    early   as   heard  that  it  was  considered    a    sign  1 

I  1089,  but  as    William    Paine's  grant  of  insanity.  j 

\  was  in  16-lG  and  he  parted    with    the        In  examining  these  papers   after  a  i 

I  "farme'*  north  of    Gravelly    brook  in   lapse  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  j 

'  1047,  it  seems  as    if    the    name    was   it  did  i^ot  a[)pear    to    me    tiiat   John  I 

'  probably  applied  much  earlier.                Howlett  was  of  unsound  mind.     Hut  j 

^      John  Howlett,  Jr.,  married  Hannah   I  did  gather    the    belief    that    if    the  | 
.<  Averill  July    IS,  172^.     He    died    iu    secrets    of    his    life    could    be    made 

\  1740,  leaving  b}''  will  his  property   to    known,  a  tragedy  would  lie  revealed.  : 

[  his  widow.     1  was  very    much  inter-        However,     nothing     was     proved  ] 

i  ested  in  the  fact  that   John    Howlett   against  him,  and    his    wife    had    the  j 

smentions  iu  his  will  ''my  niece  Doro-    farm  and  immediately  sold    it    to  her  j 

i  thy  Clarke  now  living  with    me,    the   husbanil's  brother,  Thomas  Howlett,  '" 
daughter  of  my  sister  Mary  Clarke."    who  sold  it  the  same  year  to  Andrew 
!  She  was  iu   all    probability    the   first    Hurley.     This  brother  himself  died  a 
I  Clarke  who    lived    upon    our    place,    few  months  later.      I    infer    that    his 
I  This  will  some  of  his  family  attem[)t-    wife,  Lydia  Porter,  and  his  children, 
I  ed  to  break  on  account  of  his  "being    Alice,  John,  Thomas,  Annniruhami, 
!  in  a  coufered  poster  on  his  brain."    I    Lydia   and    Allis,    some    or    all    of 
jam  not  very    familiar    with    medical   them,  may  have    lived   on    his    farm 
I  terms  but  that  was  all  I    could  make   some  vears,  as    the    estate   was    not 
^^f  it,  and  thou<';h  I  know  people  have    divided     until    17013.      1    I'^nind    this 
ail  sorts  of  things   on    their    braiii!;  I   Thomas  Howlett's  grave  in  liic  older 
iH'vor  before  heard  of  any  one  having   ]iart  of  the  cemetery,  lying  soujewhat 
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awa}^  from  the  otker  graves,  Die 
stone  beariug  this  iBScription  "Here 
lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Thomas  How- 
lett,  who  died  Sept.  14,  174G." 

Of  the  second  Samuel  Howlett's 
family  I  find  record  of  the  marriage 
of  the  eldest  son  Samuel  to  Mai-y 
Redington,  22d  Nov.,  1744,  and  the 
birtlis  of  two  children,  Samuel,  born 
29th  Aus-.,  1745..  and  Elizabeth,  20th 
August,  1748.     Tiieii  this  entry  is  in 


the  c))urr;h    vecorr];^ 
Voted  each  memboi 
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■■^ov.  4,    1749. 


pay    ■-!    s 
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old  tenor  and  Samuel  Howlett  jun. 
Martha  and  Mary  Howlett  —  dis- 
missed— to  chu)-ch  in  Woodstock." 
William,  sou  of  San) u el  Howlett, 
born  10th  Dec,  ^21'.,  died  27th  Dec, 

1745  at  Cape  Bivt<ni 

Davis  Howlett,  bom  l.'iOct.,  1737 
was  a  cordwuiner  in  Topslield  1794. 
The  name  then  disappeared  entirely 
from  town.  Ovei-  a  hundred  years 
they  lived  and  labored  in  Topslield 
and  now  what  is  left?  A  few  scanty 
reeoi'ds,  two  detierteri  liomesteMd.^ 
marked  now  only  by  the  cellars,  and 
a  solitary  grave  ''As  foj'  man,  bis 
days  are  as  gras:i ;  as  ;i  ilowcr  ol'  tbc^ 
Held  so  he  flourisheth  ;  for  the  wind 
passeth  over  it  and  it  is  gone,  and 
tlie  place  thereof  sliall  know  it  no 
more." 

If  we  have  hope  only  in  this  life 
we  are  indeed  "most  miserable." 

But  time  waits  for  no  man.  One 
goes  and  another  comes  to  fdl  his 
place. 

Thomas  Hovvlett  gave  a  deed  of 
his  brother,   John  Howlett's   farm  in 

1746  to  Andrev/  Barley.  Of  him  1 
have  little  knowledge,  excepting  that 
his  wife  was  I'le  widow  Hannnh 
Bm'nham,  and  during;  the  nine  years 
tluit  he  lived  here  a  daughter  Hannah 


and  four  boys,  John,  Williara, 
James,  and  James,  came  upon 
the  stage  of  life  to  taste  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  existence.  Then  he  sold 
out  to  Israel  Clarke,  jun.,  in  1755. 

Of  the  seven  generations  in  my 
line  of  Topsfield  Clarkes,  five  have 
lived  upon  our  present  farm. 

The  first  Daniel  Clarise  was  a  very 
early  settler  in  Topslield.  I  find  his 
name  first  mentioned  in  Ipswich  in 
U>36.  Feb.  27th,  1048  is  the  date 
of  the  following,  recorded  in  tlie 
same  town,  "Whereas  Daniel  Clarke 
had  a  house  lot  as  did  appear  by  the 
testimony  at  this  meeting  granted  to 
him,  as  also  six  acres  of  meaddow  at 
the  New  Meaddowes  as  appears  by  a 
record  ;  there  was  granted  unto  the 
said  Daniell  fifteen  acres  of  upland 
near  to  Mr.  Saltoustalls  farme  in  full 
satisfaction  of  the  two  former  grants 
above  exprest."  But  he  did  not 
obtain  possession  of  this  laud  either, 
and  so  received  another  grant  13 
Oct.,  1650.  ''Goodman  Daniell 
Chuke  having  had  a  former  grant  of 
fifteen  acres  in  satisfaction  of  a 
former  grant  of  a  house  lot  and  six 
acres  of  meddow,  which  is  not  laid 
out  to  him  it  is  now  voted  that  Sar- 
geaut  Clarke  with  the  lot  layers  shall 
make  him  satisfaction  out  of  the 
common  land  beyond  Mr.  Winthrop's 
farm,  near  to  the  New  Meddowes." 
Whether  he  succeeded  in  getting  this 
land  laid  out  to  him,  or  went  on  re- 
ceiving satisfaction  for  former  grants 
to  the  end  of  his  d.ays,  I  am  unable 
to  determine.  I  cannot  locate  his 
home  although  I  have  frequently 
found  his  name  in  old  deeds  and  rec- 
ords. That  he  owned  land  some- 
where in  our  present  vicinity,  at  one 
time,  seems  probable    from    the  fact 
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that  one  of  the  six  "particulars," 
copied  into  the  Topsfjeld  records 
from  Ipswich,  states  the  foliov?ing  : 
"Granted  and  sold  unto  Ensign  How- 
lett  a  little  stripe  of  land  lying  be- 
tween him  and  Daniell  Clarke."  I 
have  evidence  also  from  other  sourc- 
es that  about  this  time  he  held  real 
estate  in  what  is  now  Springville.  I 
find  his  name  given  as  a  commoner 
in  1661  and  1664,  nevertheless  *'Dan- 
iell  Clarke  Coming  into  ye  Towne 
meeting  the  6th  of  March  1682-3  and 
saing  that  he  had  noe  wright  in  ye 
Coming." 

"The  Towne  has  Voated  Goodman 
Clarke  a  Comminer.  Voated." 

The  2.Sth  April  1669  -The  court 
grants  license  unto  Daniel  Clarke  at 
Topsfield  to  keep  an  ordinary  for 
selling  beer  and  victuals  for  a  year  " 
This  license  was  renewed  May  1674, 
March  1675,  Sept.  1680  and  Sept. 
1681.  While  keeping  this  "ordina* 
ry,"  he  was  fined  "ten  shillings  and 
costs  for  selling  a  gill  of  liquor  to 
the  Indians."  ''Lo,  the  poor  In- 
dian!" One  wonders  how  many  of 
them  it  took  to  drink  that  gill  and 
what  efifect  it  had  upon  them. 

I  learn  from  an  old  court  record 
that  Daniel  Clarke  married  Mary 
Newbury,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Newbury.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  P^^lizabeth,  Dority,  Sarah, 
Martha,  Daniell  born  26  Oct.  1657, 
died  17  Jan.  1560,  Judith,  John, 
Daniell,  Samuel  and  Humphrey. 
Klizabeth  married  William  l*erkins 
in  1669,  a  son  I  think  of  Mr.  William 
Perkins,  the  minister.  Sarah  mar- 
ried Samuel  Howlett  Jan.  3,  1670. 
In  Daniel  Clarke's  will  dated  Jan.  10, 
1688,  probated  March  25,  1690,  he 
gives  his  son  Samuel,  who  is  in  En«;- 


land,  ten  shillings,  and  his  property 
is  equally  divided  between  his  three 
sons,  John,  Humphrey   and   Daniel. 

"Item.  I  give  to  my  son  John 
Clarke  my  mare  that  is  in  the  woods 
or  wheresoever  she  be,  and  if  she  be 
found  her  first  colt  that  she  bring  I 
give  to  my  grandchild  Jolm  Howlett." 
Rather  an  uncertain  legacy. 

I  stated  that  Daniel  Clarke  had  a 
son  Daniel  who  died  in  1660.  The 
name  Daniel  was  again  bestowed  on 
another  child  who  was  born  1665.  I 
have  found  many  instances  of  this 
among  the  old  families.  If  a  child 
died,  the  same  name  was  soon  after 
given  to  another.  It  seems  to  me 
like  a  denial  of  immortality,  like 
saying,  "You  are  dead^  gone  from 
us  forever,  utterly  destroyed,  your 
place  shall  be  filled  and  your  name 
given  to  another."  Yet  perhaps  I 
do  our  fathers  injustice.  It  may  be 
that  there  were  so  many  names  to  be 
given  and  John,  Thomas,  Sarah  and 
Dority  followed  in  such  quick  suc- 
cession that  time  and  names  both 
ran  a  little  short. 

Humphrey  Clarke  sold  out  his 
property  in  Topsfield  "to  ray  loving 
brother  Daniel  Clarke — all  my  right 
and  interest  in  Topsfield  township, 
the  same  tuwne  as  aforesaid  of  house, 
housing,  buildings,  lauds,  meadow 
and  upland,  improved  or  otherwise 
with  all  fencing  of  all  sorts  with  all 
the  timber,  wood,  trees,  streams  of 
water  or  mines  rocks  or  whatsoever 
doth  properly  belong  to  housing, 
lands  as  aforesaid  with  all  privileges, 
appurtenances  belonging  hereunto  as 
was  given  me  by  my  honored  father 
Clarke  no^v  deceased."  v\nyone 
would  think  that  he  owned  ihe  whole 
town  of  Topsfield,  but  he   pans  witli 


GG 

a)l  this '-ror  and  in   consideration  of  wife.  Haunali — the  liberty  of   ye  par- 

cloti)  ioY  a  snit  and   forty    pounds  in  lour  in  my  now  Dwelling   house    aud 

siiver,"     This  deed  is  dated  Dec»  12,  ye  Bed   Koom.  in   it,    .v.ith    the    Bed 

1693.  which  is    in    sd    Bed    Room    with  ye  ] 

In  1706  I  Gnd  a   deed   from  John  bedstead  &  bed  cord  and    under    bed 

Gould  lo  Daniel  Clarke,  painter,  later  and  t\vo  coverlids,    two   blanketts  & 

a   d'sied    from    ZacebeuR     Perkins  to  three  pair  of  sheets  aud  one  Bolfster 

Dani*:jl  Clarke,  carpenter,  and  in  1725  and  two  pillows  &.  pillow    cases  with 

he  is  caHed  Mr.  Daniel    Clarke,  inn-  the     curtains      and      curtain      rods 

hold;  r.     I  am    uiial)ie    to   locate  his  Belonging  to  s'd  Bed  ;  and  1  give   to 

land   witii    tiuy  definiteness.     I   only  my  s'd  wife  the  Liberty  of  the  Wine  '• 

kuo  .  Lh;:t.  it    hoiHlcrcd    Mr.  C;'. pen's.  (^cJln.r  and    liberty    to    pass    to    and 

In  ll3o  I  and  the   followiDg  record:  from  it  at  all  times,  and  1  give  to  her  : 

"To  see  what  the  town  will  do  about  the  Liberty  of  ye  Little  Oven  to  bake  ; 

repairing  the  stone  wnll  between  Mr,  in  as  shee  may  have  occasion,    and  I  \ 

Daniel  Clarke's    land    and    the    par-  give  to  ray    s'd    wife    the    use    of  a  < 

soiiage."  brass    Kettle,    a  brass    Skillett  &   a  | 

Diniei  Clarke  was    throufjhout  his  brass  Scinnner  and  1  y-ive  the  use   of  I 

life  a  sei'vrait  of  the  town  in    various  a  pair  of  andirons  &    a  fire    Slice  &  ' 

capacities        H'Csides    other    services  tongs  Sj  a  frying    pan    and    v/arming 

he  was    frequently    appointed    attor-  pan  &  an  iron    pott   and   Trammels  \ 

ney  for  Topsfield.   "1712."    "Elisha  and  Grid  Iron  &  Chatiu  Dish  and  an  | 

PerkiuG,    Daniel     Clarke    and   John  Ovel  table  &  candlestick   and    I  give  ; 

Hovey  a-e  chosen    agents   or   attor-  her  ye  use  of  a  Tankard,   two  pewter  J 

neys  to  joyne    with    our   represeuta-  platters  and  six    pewter    plates   and  ; 

tiv^'B  M!  ]^eh:di  of  the  towsie  to    man-  six  irnives  &    forks    and    six    chairs  ' 

age  our  townes  petition    nov;    in    the  and  a  pair  of  hand   bellows.     But  if  , 

<T^eDeral  c-MM-t  for  n  rehet'rsin'^  of  the  mv  s'd  wife  shall  choose  to  live  in  ve  ■ 

case  hct'n'tjCij  Boxforci  and  To))siieid."  house     which    my    son    Dann     now  ■ 

Daniel    Clarke    married     Damaris  dvvells  in    Rather  than  ye  aforesaid 

Dorman  May  29,  1G89.     'Pheir   chil-  Parlour  that  then  shee  shall   have  ye 

dren  were  TUar}',  born  Aug.  16,  1G94  liberty  of  that  whole  house  and    Cel-  I 

died  Aug.  22,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Dama-  lar  that  is  under  it,  with    ye?    Garden 

ris,  Ma!3%  Israel,   Humphrey,  Sarah,  that  is  before  it  and  so  to    quitt    her  ; 

Dixn  and  David.     It    api)ears    by  his  Right  and  privilege  in  my  now  Dwell- 

wili  tisat  lie  had  a  second  wife    Han-  ing  house.     I  give  to  my  sd    wife  ye 

"uah,  but  I  can  (ind  no  record   of  the  liberty  of  my  House,  Cellai-,  Garden, 

marriage.     This   will    was   made  the  it  ye  use  of  m}'   household    goods  as 

seventli  day  of  June,  IGIG,   probated  above    mentioned    so    long    as    Shee 

Feb.  18,  1748,  making  him  81    years  continues  my  Widow  and   No    Long- 

of  age  at    the    time    this    instrinnent  er :  I  give  to  my  sd  wife  six  cords  of 

was  drawn  up.     It   seems   to   me   a  wood  yearly   to  be   cntt    fitt   for   ye 

cnrioi:y  old  docunient.      I  f-uole  some  tire  :ind    I-Jrought  to    ye  Door,    and  1 

passages  from  it.  give  to  my  sd    wife    Six    Bushells  of 

'^t^m  :   I  give  to  m>    well  beloved  Indian  Corn,  one  Bushell    of    wheat, 
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I  one  bushell  of  Rye,  tv/o   bushells   of   able  to  ascertain. 

'  malt  and  half  a    busbell   of   salt  and       To  his  son  Israel   Clarke  he   crives 

I  ten    pounds   of  good   fiax    from    ye   a  piece  of  land  called  Barzillali's  land,       \ 

I  Swingle  and  one  hundred    pounds  of  containing  about   twelve    acres    and 

I  good    pork  and    seventy    pounds   of    caking    its     name  presumably    from 

I  Heef  and  two    barrels   of   cyder  and   Barzillah  Baker^  to  whom  it  formerly 

;;  barrels  to  })ut  it  In,  and  three   bush-   belonged.     This  may   have    been  his 

■  ells  of  winter  apples  &  one  basheil  home  but  1  do  not  know  that  it  was, 
f  of  Turnips  ;  the  Vv'hole  of  these  Sev-  nor  where  the  land  was  located. 
I  eral  Species  above  given  to  my  sd  We  have  an  old  account  ])ook  in 
I,  wife  for  her  Support  Is  to  be  deliv-.  our  possession  belonging  to  Israel 
[■  ered  to  her  every  3'ear,  In  3^e  proper  Clarke.  He  seems  to  have  sold  gro- 
I  Season  therefor,  so  long  as  shee  re-  ceries  ;  I  cannot  say  he  had  a  store 
;  mains  my  widow,  and  I  give  to  my  for  I  hardly  think  anything  worthy 
'  sd  wife  so  much  money  or  Bills  of  of  the  name  of  store  existed  at  that 
\  Creditt  as  to  be  equal  to  forty  shil-  time.  The  dates  run  from  1738  to 
'  lings  old  Tenor,  to  be  Delivered  to  1747  or  thereabouts.  Here  I  find 
I  her  every  year  during  her  sd  widor^'-  many  names  of  the  old  settlers. 
1  lirKHl,  and  the  milk  of  one  cow  and  *'Mr.  William  Redington,  Jan.  31, 
\  Liberty  to  take  as  many  Summer  oyle,  two  quarts."  '"Aprell,  1713, 
]  apples  as  shee   shall   have   Occasion   Thomas  Baker,  Molasses,  o  quarts." 

■  of  for  her  own  eating  during  her  sd  '"JMarch  12,  1744,  Jabez  Tov/ne  oyle 
widowhood.  But  if  ray  sd  wife  shall  2  quarts."  John  Pichard,  Nathaniel 
insist  U])on  her  having    her  thirds   of   Capen,  David  Balch, Abraham  Hobbs 

;  Hiy  estate  Then  she  is  not  to  have  and  many  others  are  also  mentioned. 
])rivilege  above  given  her.  The  sev-  Occasionally  he  wi'ites  dovrn  a  little 
eral    i)Hrticulars    al)ove    sd    that    my   family    history,    records    the    births 

!■  wife  is  to  have  the  use  &    liberty   of   and  deaths  of  some  of  his  children, 

r  During  her  sd  widov/hood    Is    all    of   or    iuiersperses    a    few    K^rtectloiiS. 

j;  it  to  fall   to    my    Exet  herein    after  Then    he    goes    right    on    with    the 

I  named  (as  his    other  Estate)    at   my    molasses    and    the    ^'oylc."      I    find 

I  wife's  Decease  or  marriage  "  this  note  at  the    bottom   of   a    page, 

t         He    also     gives     legacies    to    his    'Tsraell  Clarke  and  his  vvife    Desires 

ij  daughter  Mary    Dorman    and    to  his   the  prayers  of    Gods   peopel    in  this 

I  "grandchildren  the   children    of   my   Congregation     for     there    Daughter 

I  daughter  Sarah    Bradstreet    Dec'd."    BarthSheba."      And  again   "Decem- 

I  Her  husband  was  Samuel  Bradstreet,   ber  10th  1740,  then  ye    Revereiui  Mr 

I  the  sou  of  John  Bradstreet,  the  fourth  John  Emerson  Came  to  Dwell  Down 

I  son  of  the  Governor.  by  the  Meeting  house    and    it    was  a 

I         His  executor    was   his    son    Dann    very  Rainy  Time    and    had    bin    for 

I  Clarke,  who,  1    think,    continued  the   Sum    Time    before.''       Of    another 

I  inn  after  his  father's  death,  and  also  character,  '-Robert  Perkins  has  made 

'■  iiis  son  Daniel  after  him.  forty  five  Barrels   of   Cyder."'     Ai\^\ 

How  long  his  widow  continued  her    back    a    little    farther,  '*The    v,  iilov,- 

I  **yaid  widowhood"  I  have    not    been    Dodge,    one    tun."      Nothing-    more; 


K 


68 


we  don't  know  what  kind  of  a  "tun" 
Ti-betlicr  bought,  sold  or  otherwise. 
Might  ha\e  been  molasses,  only  I 
doubt  if  there  was  as  much  in  the 
whole  settlement ;  or  coal,  but  they 
didn't  burn  coal  in  those  days.  Never 
m'vnd  what  it  was,  I  am  glad  that  the 
Y/idow  Dodge  in  her  lonely  and  des- 
olate condition  could  sciace  herself 
with  '^one  tun,''  These  entries  also 
struck  me  as  curious:  ''May  20th 
1748.  Received  of  j);in  Clarke"^by  the 
hand  of  his  son  Daniel  eight  black 
birds  not  Hedged  and  cut  off  their 
Beeks."  ''July  14,  1743.  Received 
of  hennery  Lamson  10  Ground  Squir- 
rels and  cut  off  thei'e  Ears."  I  verily 
thought  at  llrst  that  my  great-great- 
grandfather was  akin  to  Jesse-  Pom- 
eroy,  a  monster  of  cruelty.  Some 
one  innocently  inquired  "Why  didn't 
he  kill  them?"  But  upon  second 
thought  I  do  not  believe  my  worthy 
ancestor  was  guilty  of  the  horrible 
crime  of  turning  poor  little  squirrels 
nod  bkiokbirds  loose  on  an  unfriend- 
ly world  minus  their  ears  and  beaks. 
There  was  probably  a  bounty  offered 
upon  them  b}^  some  one  and  the  ears 
and  beaks  were  sent  awa\^  as  tokens 
of  their  untimely  deaths. 

Israel  Clarke  married  Mercy  Por- 
ter for  fust  wife,  for  second  wife 
t!ie  widow  Swett,  maiden  name, 
Anna  Jewett.  Mercy  Porter's  chil- 
dren vrere  Israel,  Mercy,  Jacob,  Da- 
vid, Elijah,  Sarah  born  Nov.  14, 
1736,  died  Feb.  7,  1737.  "Jan.  31, 
1738.  Then  Sarah  Clarke  Daughter 
to  Israel  and  Mercy  Clarke  was 
Horn."  She  was  followed  by  Sam- 
uel and  Bath.sheba. 

"May  19,  1746.  Then  Israel  went 
to  his  unkel  porters  to  live." 

In  1755  Israel  Clarke,  juei.,  then  a 


young  man  of  twenty-three,  bought 
our  present  farm  of  Andrew  Hurley, 
and  with  his  father's  family  came 
here  to  live.  That  family  consisted, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  of 
his  stepmother,  Anna  Jewett,  his 
sister,  Mercy,  and  his  brothers  Jacob 
and  David.  iMcrcy  married  Joseph 
iioberts  of  Hamilton.  Of  Jacob, 
"who  was  born  partially  blind,"  as 
stated  in  the  old  family  bible,  I  can 
find  no  further  record.  David  lived 
here  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  at 
that  time  or  later  removed  to  Bridg- 
ton  where  he  is  said  to  have  amassed 
quite  a  fortune  for  those  times. 

My  great-grandfather's  stepmother 
had  a  daughter  Rath  Swett.  Wlieth- 
er  she  came  here  to  live  at  that  time 
with  the  family,  I  cannot  say.  It  is 
certain  that  she  did  afterwards,  for 
again  in  the  old  Bible  it  is  recorded, 
"Israel  Clarke  jun.  married  Ruth 
Swett  the  daughter  of  his  father's 
second  wife  ;"  which  must  have  been 
a  very  convenient  and  satisfactory 
family  arrangement.  Of  her  moth- 
er's residence  here  we  still  have  re- 
minders in  the  shape  of  many  old 
papers  and  account  books,  dating 
back  as  far  as  1G64,  all  in  the  same 
hundwriting  and  helongino;  to  the 
same  person,  Abraham  Jewett,  Row- 
lev.  He  was  evidently  a  shoemaker 
and  cobbler,  and  very  fond  of  scrib- 
bling and  keeping  accounts.  It 
seems  a  little  singular  that  these  old 
books  should  have  been  so  carefully 
preserved  for  such  a  long  tune. 

Andrew  Burley  gave  Israel  Clarke 
jun.,  a  long  and  carefully  written 
deed  of  the  farm.  To  this  deed  "we 
do  set  our  hands  and  Seals  this 
Seventh  Day  of  July,  175."'),  in  the 
twentininth     veui-   of    his    Majesties 
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in- 
of 


Israel  Clarke's 
Jyrael,  Mercy, 
l<3th,  1767  and 


Reign."  During  his  ownership  he 
had  increased  the  laud  from  twenty- 
four  to  **Seventy  and  Three  Acres  be 
it  more  or  be  it  less"  including  *'a  cer- 
tain number  of  Lotts  in  Pains'-hill 
pasture  so  called  also  in  sd  Ipswich, 
being  the  whole  of  the  second  range 
of  Lotts  in  sd  Pasture,  are  in  No.  7, 
8,  9,  10,  11,  12  C,  B.,"  and  not 
eluding  several  outlying  pieces 
meadow  and  marsh. 

Here  were  born 
family,  consisting  of 
who  was  born  April 
died  Sept.  23d,  1773,  Anna,  Sarah, 
Samuel,  Humphrey,  born  July  25, 
1780  and  died  May  30,  1782,  and 
Humphrey  born  Jan.  7,  1783,  and 
here  died  Anna  Clarke,  March  25, 
1786,  Israel  Clarke,  Nov.  24,  1789  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  88  years,  and 
eight  months  after  Israel  Clarke  jun., 
July  26th,  1790. 

To  my  great  grandfather,  Israel 
Clarke,  we  owe  the  row  of  willows 
by  the  brook  side.  Ivly  grandfather, 
who  was  but  seven  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died,  saw  him  set 
these  trees  out,  making  them  some 
where  from  five  to  seven  3^ears  over  a 
hundred  years  of  age.  The  hand 
that  planted  them  has  long  since 
crumbled  into  dust,  but  tlie  trees  are 
more  enduring  than  a  monument  of 
marble :    for   although    the   old  trees 
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are  breaking  dov/n,  new  ones  will 
spring  from  the  roots  and  they  will 
thus  be  continued  indefinitely. 
Every  year  the  firyt  sign  of  the  com- 
ing spring  is  seen  in  their  growing 
greenness  ;  they  have  been  transferred 
lo  canvas,  and  at  blossoming  time, 
when  the  air  is  laden  with  iragraneo, 
we  do  not  doubt  that  otlicrs  beside 
his  descendants    have   reason  to   call 


him    blessed. 

So  Ruth  Clarke  was  left  a  widow 
with  several  small  children  still 
below  the  age  of  majority.  In  this 
condition  of  affairs  David  Clarke  of 
Bridgeton  desires  to  relieve  her  sorae- 
Wiiat  of  her  burdens  by  adoptin":  my 
grandfather,  Humphrey.  Whether 
he  was  the  best  lookmg  or  not  I  can- 
not say.  I  did  not  know  him  till  he 
was  old,  yet  I  think  it  possible  that 
he  may  have  been.  V/e  slill  have 
several  old  letters  written  upon  this 
subject  by  David  Clarke  of  Bridge- 
ton  to  my  great  grandmother  Ruth 
Clarke.  To  illustrate  the  difficulty 
of  travelling  in  those  days  I  will 
quote  a  few  lines  from  one  of  them, 
written  Jan.  12,  1795.  "I  send  you 
this  letter  by  Mr.  David  Potter,  he 
will  return  to  Bridgeton  iu  a  Short 
time  With  two  Sleighs ;  and  if  you 
have  a  mind  Humphrey  Should  Com 
and  Live  with  me,  mr  potter  will 
Bring  him  Down  if  he  is  not  too 
havy  Loaded  and  I  make  no  doubt 
he  will  take  Good  Care  of  him  on  tlie 
Roads  and  I  Do  not  think  tliat  you 
will  have  a  Better  opportunity  to 
Send  him  to  me."  Evidently  there 
was  no  discussion  about  electric 
roads.  I  will  just  say  here  that 
*^  Humphrey"  did  go  to  Bridgeton 
and  remained  with  his  uncle  two 
years ;  after  which  time  iie  again 
returned  to  Topsfield. 

Here,  after  he  attained  his  majori- 
ty he  bought  out  the  rights  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  and  came  into 
possession  of  his  father's  farm.  He 
married  Mercy  Clinton  Jan.  26,  1809. 
At  or  near  this  time  the  second  house 
on  the  farm  w:-.s  erected  by  my  L:K:ii- 
uncle,  Israel  Clarke,  and  completed  by 
my  grandfather.     It  was  a  one  story 
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house  with  a  loiio;,  slaiitiDg  roof  fit 
the  back,  the  kitchen  facing  the 
north  and  with  a  bedroora  at  one  end 
and  a  pantry  ut  the  other  taking  up 
the  eit.tire  side  of  the  house.  Thoee 
old  fashioned  kitcheos  are  rapidly 
disappearing.  They  v/ere  so  made 
as  to  exchide  the  rays  of  the  sun  ; 
only  in  the  hitter  part  of  the  after- 
noon, I  reraenibcj",  it  would  peep 
round  the  ehn  trt^e  and  throw  a  iiick- 
ering  light  acroF-y  lay  grandfather's 
table.  They  v/ere  cold  rooms, 
perhaps  meant  to  be  so,  in  order  that 
Puritan  housekeepers  might  not  take 
too  much  pleasure  in  living.  Ours 
v\\as  not  so  bad  ovfing  to  its  sheltered 
situation,  but  in  ::iomo  other  houses, 
with  which  I  am  familiar,  built  on 
higher  land,  the  cold  was  something 
nol  easily  forgotten.  If  the  exph^r- 
ers  for  the  I^orth  pole  are  simply 
seeking  the  coldest  place  on  eaith, 
they  might  give  over  their  searching 
and  contentedly  sit  down  in  an  old 
fii:.hir.i:^ed  Ne\r  l;-g!und  kitch'')]. 

In  this  house  niy  grandfather's  two 
sons,  HumphrcY  and  Duvid,  v/ere 
born ;  here  Humphrey  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  my  grandmother, 
I\lercy  Clinton,  Jan.  2nd  185a;  and 
afterwards  my  grandfather.  Yet  I 
cannot  say  that  he  died  in  the  house. 
At  eighty-live  years  of  age,  hale  and 
vigorous,  in  full  possession  of  his 
faculties,  he  fell  dead  in  the  cornfield 
holding  in  lus  liarid  the  ripening 
blades  of  corn.  No  sound,  no  mur- 
rnar,  no  groan  to  indicate  to  those 
working  close  by  him,  but  concealed 
by  the  rustling  corn,  that  a  soul  was 
passing, — a  fitting  close  to  an  ener- 
getic, hard  v/oiking  life.  In  the 
prayer  of  the  l^iiglish  church  occurs 
tiiiy  petition,    'Arid  deliver  us    from 


sudden  death."  Rather,  let  rac  say, 
deliver  me  from  the  slow  torture,  the 
lingering  agony  of  long  continued 
sickness. 

My  grandfather  left  us  an  endur- 
ing legacy  in  the  noble  elm  which 
shades  the  western  side  of  the  house. 
Mj^  father  saw  him  sow  the  seed  of 
this  tree  when  he  was  ten  years  of 
age,  making  it  now  seventy-two 
years  old.  I  measured  it  a  short 
time  ago  and  found  it  eighteen  feet 
in  circumference.  1  could  hardly 
realize,  as  I  measured  its  rugged 
sides,  that  seventy- two  years  ago  it 
was  only  a  tiny  seed. 

''And  sun  and  showers  nourished  it 
And  gave  the  elm  tree  birth." 

At  that  age  man  begins  to  fail  and 
grow  feeble  and  gray.  Not  so  the 
grand,  old  tree.  The  years  thus  far 
only  bring  to  it  added  beauty  and 
vigor.  The  trunk  grows  larger,  the 
branches  shoot  higher  and  far  up 
above  the  world  below  the  oriole  and 
virco  fasten  their  nests  to  its  sv/aying 
twigs. 

David  Clarke  married  Mary  Pea- 
body,  Dec.  3d,  1840.  In  this  same 
house  his  four  children  were  born 
and  here  the  oldest  child,  Mercea 
Clinton,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years. 

Our  present  lionse  was  built  In'  my 
father  in  1871.  Here  mv  brother, 
Humphrey  H.  Clarke,  died  Feb.  17, 
1874,  and  mv  father,  David  Clarke, 
March  13,  1880. 

In  looking  over  our  family  history 
I  have  been  struck  by  the  continual 
recurrence  of  the  same  name.  In 
every  family  but  one  there  was  an 
Humphrey  Clarke,  and  as  the  next 
family  had  two  the  omission  was 
atoned    for.     I    Iiave    really     felt    a 
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curiosity  to  know  vyhere  and  wlien 
the  first  Humplirey  Clarke  came  into 
existence,  and  why  his  descendants 
should  cling  to  his  name  so  pertina- 
ciously. In  our  family  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  say,  "'The  quality  of 
mercy  is  not  strained"  for  we  have 
been  blessed  with  many  Mercys'. 

My  great  grandfather  Clinton,  the 
father  of  Mercy  Clinton,  my  grand- 
mother, left  an  account  book  very 
similar  to  that  previously  quoted 
from,  belonging  to  Israel  Clarke, 
except  that  there  are  in  it  more  reflec- 
tions and  jotting  down  of  events.  I 
will  give  a  few,  which  may  be  inter- 
estmg  on  account  of  their  age. 
*^July  30,  1794.  A  fire  in  Boston, 
burnt  fifty  dwelling  houses,  seven 
ropewalks,  stores  etc.,  loss  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  The  same  day 
three  pirates  were  executed  on  the 
common. 

Sept.  13.  The  bell  was  hung  in  the 
meeting  house.  l^etsey's  brown 
house  moved.  Henry  Tufts  pardoned 
from  the  sentence  of  death  by  the 
governor  and  put  on  the  castle  dur- 
ing life. 

Christmas  day  was  the  pleasantest 
day  I  ever  saw,  no  snow,  no  ice.  no 
frost. 

Jan.  20,  1795.  John  Potter's  barn 
blew  down,  killed  four  head  of  cattle, 
a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind. 
Jan.  19  &  20,  1810.  Coldest  ever 
known  in  New  England. 
July  27,  1804.  Eben  Clinton  left 
home  to  sail  in  the  Vainlove  for 
northwest  coast,  Tom  Brown  master, 
Simon  of  Boston  owner,  bound  to 
northwest  coast  and  the  voyage  to  be 
about  three  years  and  God  be  pleas- 
ed to  blegs  him." 


From  the  nature  of  my  subject  my 
paper  has  borne  a  close  resemblance 
to  some  of  those  chapters  in  Chron- 
icles which  go  on  this  way:  "And 
Shallum  begat  tlilkiah  and  Hilkiah 
begat  Ajariah,"  but  we  are  all  lovers 
of  the  supernatural.  Let  me  close 
with  a  ghost  story,  the  only  one  I 
know  which  is  connected  with  the 
place,  and  certainly  the  most  authen- 
tic which  ever  came  to  my  knov»l- 
edge. 

My  grandmother,  Mercy  Clinton, 
had  a  younger  brother  by  the  name 
of  David  Clinton.  In  his  visits  to 
his  sister  he  became  acquainted  with, 
and  interested  in,  Mercy  r*erkins, 
a  daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins  who 
then  lived  upon  the  hill  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  the  family  of  the 
late  David  Perkins.  Beino;  somewhat 
out  of  health  he  went  to  Boston  to 
see  a  physician.  A  letter  had  just 
been  received  from  him  stating  that 
he  was  doing  as  well  as  could  be 
expected. 

At  that  time,  my  grandmother's 
niece,  Edna  Dane  of  Brookfiehl,  was 
visiting  her.  Mercy  Perkins  came 
over  to  make  a  neighboring  call. 
Yv^hen  she  took  her  leave,  Edna 
walked  home  with  her  as  far  as  the 
bridge.  After  they  separated  she 
heard  a  scream  from  Mercy  and  turn- 
ed to  go  back  to  her,  but  seeing  her 
keeping  on  her  way  home  apparently 
all  right,  she  went  on  again. 

The  next  day  Mercy  came  over  in 
tears  and  after  saying,  *^Vre  shall 
certainly  hear  from  David  toduy," 
related  the  following  story.  After 
leaving  Edna  she  looked  around  nnd 
saw  David  Clinton  slandin<:  lirlund 
her.  Thinking  he  hud  returncvl  un- 
expectedly she    put    out    her  li:\nd  to 
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shake  hands  with  hiui,  when  he  van-  the  daughter  of  the  Edna  Dane, 
ished.  She  then  uttered  the  scream  afterwards  Edna  Waite,  mentioned  i 
heard  by  Edna.  Hurrying  on  over  above,  told  me  this  story  and  closed  j 
the  ])ridge  she  locked  round  again  with  these  v/ords :  "My  mother  < 
and  David  again  stood  behind  her  and  to  her  dying  day  believed  that  Mercy  \ 
then  once  more  vanished.    That  vei'y  Perkins  saw  a  ghost."  j 

day  a  letter  was  received  stating  that  I  will  add  that  Mercy  Perkins  ' 
David  Clinton  had  died  very  sudden-  afterward  mmned  an  Andrews  and  I 
ly  and  unexpectedly.  was  the  mother  of   Joseph  Andrews,   i 

Mrs.   George    Dane  of   Hamilton,  recently  deceased.  j 
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The  TTopBfield  Cox^per  MineB 

By  Mrs.  G.  Warren  Towne. 


'*Mr.  Endecott  hath  found  a 
per  mine  in    liis   own    irround. 


cop- 
Mr. 

J  vender  hath  tried  it."  80  writes 
John  Wintlirop  to  his  son,  on  the 
50th  Sept.,  1048.  Such  11  find  was 
of  much  imjujrtancc  to  the  infant 
colony,  and  Mr.  Endicott  at  once 
petitioned  the  General  Court  to  hiy 
out,  and  establish  the  bounds,  of  the 
five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  granted 
him  in  1039,  and  on  which  he  had 
made  so  valuable  a  discovery.  Tlie 
Court  acted  upon  his  request  in  Oc- 
tober of  the  same  year,  and  appoint- 
ed Lieut.  Wallrer  and  Seargt.  Marsh- 
all, both  of  .Reading,  to  perform  this 
duty,  which  for  some  unknown  rea- 
son they  neglected  to  do,  for  nearly 
ten  years  afterwards  in  1657,  the 
Court,  on  pelilion  from  the  Govei-n- 
mcnt,  appointed  Mr.  Thos.  Danforth 
and  Robert  Hale  "'to  lay  out  the 
former  grant  of  laud  on  the  Ipswich 
river  made  to  the  honored  Governor 
J  no.  Endicott  Esq.,"  that  he  shall 
not  * 'suffer  daniaire  that  it  hath  not 
binn  layd  out  formerly." 

The  return  made  to  the  Court 
reads  as  follows  : 

1659.  25th  May. 

''Layd  out  vnto  the  honored  Gov- 
ernor John  Endecott  Esq.  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  Ips- 
^vich  River  and  is  bounded  wth  a 
brook  aneiit  Goodman  Goolds  land 
on  the  east,  Blind  Hole  on  south, 
•'^nd  the  wildvM-ness  elsewhere  sur- 
lounding,  the  said  farmo  takiuj;-  into 


the  bounds  thereoff  the  swampy  mea- 
dow land  that  lieth  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river." 

Tho.  Danforth, 
Robert  Hale. 

One  would  naturally  think  that  the 
location  of  the  Governor's  farme  on 
the  Ipswich  River  was  at  last  settled, 
but  there  are  four  or  five  other  or- 
ders of  the  Court  in  regard  to  it. 
There  seems  to  have  been  much 
trouble  about  the  bounds  between 
the  land  of  Zaccheus  Goold  and  "ye 
honored  Governor"  and  as  neither 
were  of  yielding  dispositions,  it  re- 
quired much  time  and  patience  to 
come  to  a  satisfactory  settlement 
even  vrith  the  help  of  th(i  General 
Court.  But  the  Governor  finally 
settled  his  five  hundred  and  fifiy 
acres  on  the  Ipswich  river  and  we 
are  ready  to  consider  the  copper 
mine. 

Governor  Endicott' s  attempt  at 
mining  copper  is  the  earliest  record 
we  have  of  the  mining  of  this  metal 
in  North  America  by  Europeans. 

The  natives  of  the  soil,  the  Indians, 
had  made  use  of  copper  for  personal 
adornment,  long  years  before  the 
advent  of  the  white  man ;  but  the 
eastern  tribes  probably  obtained  it 
in  barter  from  the  tribes  living  near 
"the  great  lake"  where  copper  could 
be  found  nearly  pure  in  its  cruiie 
state. 

In  the  accounts  of  Gosnold's  voy- 
age to  America,  made    in    160'J,    the 
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fact  that  the  Indians  of  Massachu- 
setts had  copper  in  their  possession 
is  mentioned. 

One  John  Brereton,  who  accom- 
panied Gosnold,  wrote  as  follows  re- 
garding the  natives  of  southern 
Massachusetts : 

*'They  have  also  great  store  of 
copper,  some  very  red  and  some  of 
a  paler  color  ;  none  of  thern  but  have 
chains,  ear  rings,  or  collers  of  this 
metal.  They  head  some  of  their 
arrows  therewitii.  Their  chains  are 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  the  bignese 
of  one  of  our  reeds,  a  finger  in 
length  ten  or  twelve  of  them  togeth- 
er on  a  string  which  they  wear  about 
their  bodies  like  bandeliers  a  handful 
brc>ad,  all  hollow  pieces  like  the 
other  but  somewhat  shorter,  four 
hundred  pieces  in  a  collar,  very  fine 
and  evenly  set  together;  besides 
these  they  have  large  drinking  cups 
made  like  skulls,  and  other  thin 
plates  of  copper.  I  was  desirous  to 
understand  where  they  had  such 
store  of  this  metal  and  made  sign  to 
one  of  them  who  taking  a  piece  of 
copper  in  his  hand  made  a  hole  with 
his  finger  in  the  ground  and  withall 
pointed  to  the  main  from  whence 
they  came." 

Hut  it  was  in  Topsfield  that  the 
first  attempt  was  made  by  English 
colonists  to  mine  the  ore. 

Charles  M.  Endecott,  in  his  mem- 
ories of  Gov.  Endecott,  mentions 
the  copper  mine  in  Topsfield  and 
speaks  of  it  as  being  upon  his  land 
on  the  Ipswich  river  near  a  place 
called  at  the  time  Blind  Hole.  IIo 
says  it  was  tested  by  Mr.  Leader  of 
the  Lynn  iron  works,  who  must  have 
given  a  favorable  opinion,  for  in 
1051     Mr.     Endecott    petitions    the 


General  Court  for  the  grant  of  a 
wood  lot  in  its  neighborhood  to  en- 
able him  to  work  it  wiih  more  ease. 
In  this  petition  he  states  that  he  had 
already  been  to  some  charges  for 
the  finding  and  melting  of  copper 
ore,  and  was  still  in  prosecution  of 
bringing  it  to  perfection  by  sending 
to  Sweden  and  Germany  for  persons 
well  skilled  in  the    art  to  assist   him. 

Following  is  the  grant  made  14 
Oct.  1651  : 

"In  answer  to  the  petition  of  John 
Endecott,  lisquire,  ye  present  hon- 
ored Governor  the  court  doth  grant 
him  three  hundred  acres  of  wood 
land  lying  neere  to  the  place  he  in- 
tends to  sett  up  his  v/orks,  named 
Blind  Hole,  neere  to  a  farme  form- 
erly granted  him  not  being  granted 
to  any  other,  on  this  condition,  that 
he  sets  up  his  workes  within  seven 
years." 

Mr.  William  P.  Uphara  writes  me 
that  he  does  not  think  the  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  woodijiud  were  ever 
laid  out.  He  says,  '^John  Porter 
seems  to  have  owned  the  hind  on  the 
south  of  the  550  acre  Endecott  grant 
where  the  three  hundred  acres  in 
Blind  Hole  would  have  been  set  off 
to  Endecott  if  he  had  complied  with 
the  condition  as  to  the  copper  mine." 
Mr.  Upham  thinks  as  the  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  woodland  were  to  be 
7iear  the  copper  mine  the  mine  must 
have  been  on  that  part  of  the  550 
acres  lying  south  of  the  river.  There 
is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  in  regard  to  this. 

C.  M.  Endecott  closes  his  account 
of  the  mine  b}^  saying  it  was  subse- 
qiuMUly  abandoned,  it  not  vielding 
suliieient  copper  to  encourage  tiie 
Governor  to  work  it  ionsrer. 
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Savage^  in  bis  sketch  of  Richard 
Leader,  says  he  tried  a  copper  mine 
iu  Endecott's  farm  at  Salem  (Tops- 
field)  but  met  with  ill  success.  All 
things  considered  I  think  we  must 
conclude  that  Governor  ICndicott 
was  not  more  successful  than  others 
have  been  at  a  later  date. 

We  cannot  pass  by  Richard  Lead- 
er without  giving  a  short  sketch  of 
Die  man. 

A  letter  written  by  Emanuel 
Downing  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in 
1G44,  is  full  of  interesting  informa- 
tion. 

My  Honored  Cosen, 

The  Adventurers  in  the  Iron 
Works  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Leader 
to  take  care  of  tlieire  work,  you  know 
the  man.  lie  lived  in  Ireland.  He 
is  a  perfect  accountant,  hath  skill  in 
inynes  and  tryall  of  mettalls ;  he 
buth  coven jinted  to  serve  them  seven 
7  years  bis  wages  is  100  li.  per  an- 
num be  is  to  ])L\ve  i)ase.nge  for  him- 
self, bis  wife,  2  children,  8  servants, 
an  bouse  to  be  built  for  him,  and 
ground  to  be  allowed  him  for  bis 
horses  and  a  few  cowes.  The  100 
li.  per  annum  begins  the  25  of  March 
next.  When  1  perceived  they  were 
resolved  upon  him,  and  that  yt  would 
be  noe  advantage  to  you  for  me  to 
have  expressed  my  dislike  of  their 
way  herein,  I  told  them  I  was  well 
assured  Mr  Leader  would  be  a  wel- 
comb  man  vnto  you  for  at  ray  com- 
ing thence  you  expressed  your  desire 
that  myself  or  some  other  would 
undertake  tlio  business.  Then  Mr 
Leader  told  them  he  would  not  medle 
with  any  undertaking  c^f  their  busi- 
ness witliout  your  free  consent  and 
contentment,  for   soe    in    private   he 


had  promised  me  to  express  himself 
before  them  all  which  he  preformed 
verie  honestly.  Mr  Holye  told  me 
that  when  they  were  agreeing  with 
Mr  Leader  they  would  have  given 
him  L50  li.  per  annum  rather  than 
left  him,  therefore  if  Mr  I^eader  had 
stood  upon  yt  he  might  have  had  the 
L50  li. 

Your  assurd  loving  uncle 

Em.  Downinsje. 
London,  25  ffebr  1G44. 

That  he  was  of  a  studious  dispo- 
sition we  may  infer  from  an  extract 
taken  from  a  letter  written  by  Robert 
Cbilds  to  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  in  1650. 

"•Mr  Leader  hath  more  curious 
books  than  I,  especially  about  Di- 
vinity business,  where  you  may  see 
them."  We  cannot  repress  a  sensa- 
tion of  surprise  that  the  books  were 
described  in  just  those  words. 

Again,  and  this  time  it  is  John 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  himself  who  writes  in 
1646. 

Sir :  I  am  much  asked  for,  the  sad- 
dle that  was  left,  I  pray  send  it  by 
the  first  opportunity  '^o  be  left  at  my 
father's  for  me.  It  was  borrowed  of 
jMr  Leader." 

In  1649  The  Adventurers  in  Eng- 
land sent  over  one  Mr.  Dawes,  to 
oversee  INIr.  Leader  (but  he  was  far 
short  of  Mr.  Leader.)  They  could 
not  agree,  so  Mr.  Dawes  was  return- 
ed to  leneriffe.  We  imagine  that 
Mr.  Dawes  watched  the  infant  town 
of  Lynn  sink  below  tlie  horizon  with 
a  sigh  of  satisfaction. 

In  1651, Mr.  Richard  Leader  of  the 
Lynn  Iron  works  was  arraigned  by  the 
court  for  rt'proaching  CJovcrnor  Ln- 
dicolt,  the  Court,  and  the  Church  at 
Lynn.     In  their  first  excitement    tiie 
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Court  fined  him  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  was  afterwnrds  reduced  to 
fift}^  Mr.  Loader  made  an  acknowl- 
edgment and  the  One  was  remitted, 
but  after  this  Mr.  John  Gifford  ap- 
pears in  the  records  as  overseer  of 
the  Lynn  Ironworks.  Savage  says 
that  Leader  went  to  Berwick  where 
he  had  a  grant  of  tlie  exchisive  use 
of  the  Little  river  to  erect  mills.  He 
was  a  magistrate  and  in  1654  was  a 
collector  of  Strawberry  Bank,  flere 
he  disappears  from  the  records. 

There  are  tv/o  mine  lots,  so  called, 
both  owned  by  William  Batchelder. 
We  will  consider  them  for  conven- 
ience sake  as  the  upper  and  lower 
mine  lot.  The  upper  lot  is  a  field 
of  about  four  acres  and  is  situated 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leadins;  from 
Sewell  Towne's  house  to  William 
Batchelder's  and  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  two  places.  Tlie  lower 
lot  is  just  beyond  the  first  on  the 
right,  at  the  corner  of  the  Boxford 
road, it  is  also  bDimded  on  the  north- 
west by  the  highway  leading  to  Mid- 
dlcton  ;  this  lot  contains  between  two 
and  three  acres  of  pasture  land. 

S.  S.  Mackcnsie  in  an  article  in 
the  Essex  Institute  Proceedings  says 
*'there  are  three  different  localities 
where  shafts  were  sunk,  one  near  the 
meadow  on  land  now  owned  by  Dav- 
id Towne  and  near  the  house  of 
Elisha  Towne."  We  have  found  no 
trace  of  this  shaft  and  it  is  possible 
Mr.  Mackensie  was  mistaken,  as  no 
record  can  be  found  of  an  Elisha 
Towne  living  in  this  neighborhood. 
Of  the  other  two  shafts  mentioned 
we  have  a  very  connected  history. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  historj' 
of  the  lower  mine,  let  us  linger  a 
wliile  with  the  peo{)le  who   at   differ- 


ent times  have  owned  this  piece  of 
land.  The  first  to  greet  us  is  "Old 
Captain  Ben,"  as  he  was  called. 

Benj.  Towne  was  born  in  Tops- 
field  May  10,  1691.  lie  married 
four  times.  First,  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  April  1, 
1713.  Second,  Susannah  Wilds, 
April  12,  1722.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children  ;  March  7,  1728  she 
gave  birth  to  twins  Jacob  and  Joseph 
and  April  30,  1736,  two  months  be- 
fore her  death,  she  became  the 
mother  of  thiee  healthy  male  chil- 
dren all  of  whom  lived  to  be  middle 
aged  men.  Third,  he  married  Mary 
Perkins  May  2,  1738  and  fourth,Mrs. 
Mary  Clark.  He  acquired  a  large 
estate  for  the  time  iu  which  he  lived 
and  from  the  records  seems  to  have 
been  a  prominent  man  in  town  af- 
fairs, frequently  oliiciating  as  town 
clerk,  selectman  and  assessor  of  tax- 
es, etc.  He  died  Feb.  11,  1772  aged, 
81. 

Jacob  his  son.  married  Elizabeth 
Perkins  and  died  leaving  one  son, 
Jacob  who  married  Mary  Perkins. 
Their  son  was  our  well  known  Jacob 
Perkms  Towne,  for  fort}'  years  town 
clerk. 

Joseph  married  twice.  By  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth  Rogers,  his  children 
were  Deborah,  wlio  married  a  Brick- 
ett ;  Elizabeth,  commonly  called  Bet- 
ty, and  Lydia.  Betty  and  Lydia  re- 
mained unmarried  and  lived  at  the 
old  homestead  on  tlie  ]Middleton  road. 

Lydia  was  insane  and  many  curi- 
ous and  amusino;  incidents  of  her  in- 
sanitv  are  still  related  in  the  neigh- 
borliood.  It  is  said  if  there  was  a 
deatli  in  town  she  invariably  placed 
little  stones  in  line  like  a  funeral 
train,  nnd  man}'  now  living  remember 
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Betty's  anxious  inquiry  of  a  chance 
caller,  ^'Who  is  dead?" 

The  neighbors  would  say,  ''Well 
Liddy,  how  is  Betty  today?"  Her 
answer  was  always  the  same,  "Betty 
is  a  good  gal,  she  never  steals  !" 

The  story  of  Aunt  Betty  and  Liddy 
is  very  pathetic.  Betty  was  the  eld- 
er by  twelve  years,  and  it  is  said 
was  very  plain.  Liddy  was  a  pretty 
girl,  and  many  stories  of  her  pretty 
dresses,  her  beauty  and  her  skill  and 
recklessness  as  a  horsewoman  still 
exist.  We  can  easily  imagine  the 
love  and  pride  of  the  elder  and  plain- 
er sister.  At  length  a  time  came 
when  Lydia  was  busy  from  morning 
till  night  with  her  wheel  and  needle  ; 
when  the  pile  of  snowy  linen  grew 
steadily  day  by  day  ;  when  the  silken 
wedding  dress  was  ready  for  the  wed- 
ding that  never  came  off,  for  it  was 
tlie  old  story  of  a  new  face  and  a 
nev,'  fancy.  Lydia  became  hopeless- 
ly insane. 

Tlion  was  tlie  devotion  of  the  elder 
sister  made  manifest.  Not  one  cent 
of  Lydia's  property  was  ever  touched. 
Iktty's  land  was  sold  off  bit  by  bit 
until  next  to  nothing  remained.  All 
these  years  she  never  wavered  but 
bore  her  burden  cheerfully  till  she 
lay  it  down  at  the  Master's  feet. 
Lydia  survived  her  sister  but  one 
short  month.  They  lie  buried  side 
by  side  in  the  old  cemetery  on  the 
hill  where  the  winds  whisper  softly 
in  the  pine  trees  and  the  spring 
llowers  grow  thick  and  w^hite  on  their 
graves. 

The  following  deed  will  tell  its 
own  story : 

We  Benjamin  Towne,  Gentleman, 
Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne  yeoman, 
ftll  of  Topsfield   in   consideration   of 


Five  shillings  and  for  divers  other 
good  considerations  from  Edmund 
Quincy  of  the  District  of  Stougiitou- 
hara  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Gent- 
leman, have  sold  Edmund  Quincy  all 
mines,  mine  ores,  minerals  and  other 
hidden  treasures  of  the  Earth  lying 
in  land  or  farm  of  mine  the  said 
Benjamiue  Towne  partly  and  partly 
in  Land  of  us  the  said  Jacob  and 
Josep  Towne  which  we  purchased 
jointly  of  John  Leach  of  Beverly, 
Esqr.  bounded  as  follows,  Viz : 
Southerly  on  tiie  Land  of  Nehemiah 
Herrick  there  measuring  sixty-two 
rods  from  the  corner  leading  from 
Danvers  Road  to  a  white  Oak  Tree 
near  the  wall  betwixt  said  Herriclis 
Land  and  us  the  said  grantors,  then 
Northerly  from  said  white  Oak  tree 
to  a  certain  Spring  enclosed  witli 
a  stone  wall  there  measuring  about 
twenty  rods  then  running  still  North- 
erly from  said  Spring  about  tvv-ent}^ 
rods  more  allong  side  with  said  Spring 
to  a  certain  stone  bridii;e  <'; cross  the 
road  within  the  gate  leading  from 
Danvers  to  Middleton  and  from  said 
Bridge  on  the  road  as  it  runs  through 
the  said  gate  from  Middleton  to 
Topsfield  there  measuring  sixty-two 
rods  and  from  thence  within  the 
Stone  wall  leading  from  the  parting 
road  toward  said  Herrick's  house  on 
the  corner  leading  from  said  Danvers 
road  first  mentioned,  there  measur- 
ing about  eighteen  rods  enclosmir  iu 
said  bounds  A  certain  shaft  or  Mine 
Hole  which  is  commionly  known  by 
the  name  of  Towne's  Copper  Mine, 
also  granting  unto  the  said  Ednnuid 
Quincy  Right  of  Ingress  Egress  and 
Regress  ui)()n  the  land  and  pri-mi^es 
and  his  workmen  and  Labourer."?, 
Pitts  &  Sh.atls,    to   sink    LevcUs  and 
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DriftVays  and  jill  other  necessarys 
meet  for  working  the  Mines  within 
the  premises.  Engine  or  Engines, 
Mill  or  Mills  or  any  other  Edeficcs 
and  Erect  on  the  premisses  and  the 
use  and  benefit  of  all  water  or  wat- 
ercourses for  the  working  said  Mines 
and  for  cleaning  the  ores  got  within 
the  premises  and  farther  we  the  said 
Benjamine  Towne  Jacob  Towne  and 
Joseph  Towne  do  hereby  agree  with 
the  vsaid  Edmund  Qninc}'  that  in  case 
he  should  discover  any  Veins  of 
mines  or  mine  ores,  extending  be- 
3^ond  the  afore  mentioned  premises 
b}'  us  granted  into  any  Parcel  of 
Land  to  us  beloiigiiig  at  this  date 
that  the  said  Ednnmd  Quincy  shall 
hold  and  enjoy  the  same  on  demand 
provided  the  said  Demand  is  made 
witliin  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
discovery  of  such  vein  of  mine  ore 
and  paying  unto  the  said  Benj.  Ja- 
cob &  Joseph  Towne,  one  full  six- 
teenth part  of  all  such  mines,  mine 
ores,  minerals  and  other  Hidden 
Treasures  of  the  Eartli  that  shall  be 
found  and  dug  up  in  our  land  or  got 
up  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever. 
Provided  Neverless  that  whereas  the 
said  P^lmund  Quincy  has  commenced 
to  vrork  ou  the  premifes  at  the  date 
of  these  presents  and  shall  cease 
working  on  the  same  by  the  space  of 
Twenty-one  years  next  ensueing  this 
Instrument  at  the  expiration  of  said 
twenty-one  years  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Dated  June  1,  1771,  signed  by 

Witnessed  by  Benjaim  Towne 

Birasley  Peabody       Jacob  Towne 


Elijah  Porter 


Joseph  Towne 
Pilaiy  Towne 
Elizabeth  Towne 
Elizabetli  Towne 


In  the  Essex  Register,  Oct.  1-8, 
1771,  is  tins  item  : 

*'VVe  hear  from  Topsfield  that  the 
Copper  Mine,  sometime  since  opened 
tiiere  at  1 2  or  1  d  feet  depth,  affords 
such  samples  of  tine  lively  ore,  ex- 
tending in  spattering  all  over  the  pit 
that  experienced  miners  have  de- 
clared the  appearance  preferable  to 
any  yet  discovered  in  America." 

In  Captain  Benjamin's  will  there 
is  no  mention  of  the  Copper  Biine, 
and  as  he  died  in  Feb.  1772,  the 
mine  could  have  been  worked  but  a 
short  time. 

After  the  death  of  their  father, 
Jacob  and  Joseph  ov/ned  the  mine 
lot  together  till  Joseph  died  in  1789, 
wdien  his  share  fell  to  his  daughter 
Lydia.  She  was  not  of  age  and  her 
Uncle  Jacob  was  appointed  her 
guardian.  It  is  said  that  he  gave  his 
share  of  the  lot  to  her.  Of  tliis  gift 
there  is  no  record,  but  in  18.^9  Lydia 
was  in  full  possession.  After  her 
death  it  pressed  through  the  b  .nds  of 
John  C.  Balch,  Lorenzo  P.  Towne 
and  William  Rea  to  its  present  owner. 

The  first  mention  of  the  upper 
mine  lot  found  in  the  records  is  a 
deed  given  bv  Samuel  Cumraings 
dated  Feb.  7,  "1772. 

I,  Samuel  Cunnnings  of  Topsfield 
in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in, New  England,  yeoman,  and 
by  the  consent  of  Eunice  my  wife,  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  Fifty 
three  pounds,  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  paid  me  by  Elijah  Porter  of 
Topsfield  yeomen,  do  sell  and  con- 
vey to  Elijah  Porter  a  certain  lot  of 
land  situate  in  Topsfield  containing 
four  acres,  bounded,  l)eginning  ut  a 
corner  in  the  fiMice  by  the  hii^hwuy 
and  land  of  Joscpli  and  Jacob  Towne 
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from  thence  South  eastcrl}'  })y  land 
of  the  said  Jacob  and  Joseph  Towue 
to  land  of  Euos  Knight,  tlience 
North  easterly  by  land  of  the  said 
Euos  Knight  till  it  comes  within  two 
rods  of  a  lott  of  land  that  was  given 
Samuel  Curamings  by  his  father  Da- 
vid Cummings,  late  of  Topsfield, 
thence  running  North  westerly  within 
two  rods  of  the  fence  that  now 
stands  between  the  land  of  said  Sam- 
uel Cummings  and  land  of  lienjamin 
IJixby  till  it  come  to  said  highway, 
thence  South  westerly  by  said  high- 
way to  the  bounds  first  mentioned. 
This  land  was  undoubtedly  a  part  of 
the  two  hundred  acre  Porter  grant. 
At  the  death  of  Elijah  Porter  the 
land  fell  to  the  his  son  Thomas  who 
sold  the  lot  to  Nehemiah  Ilerrick  for 
forty  pounds,  Nov.  8,  1784.  The 
Ilerrick  family  lived  here  until  1791 
when,  Sept.  24,  they  sold  their  farm 
to  Susannah  Hawthorn  of  Salem  for 
three  hundred  pounds.  It  is  said  by 
their  descendants  that  the  family 
moved  away  because  they  consider- 
ed the  vicinity  of  the  cop])er  mine 
unhealthy,  and  attributed  to  this 
source  a  number  of  sudden  deaths 
that  had  occurred  in  the  family. 
Susannah  Iltiwthorn  sold  to  Thomas 
Emerson  April  1,  1792  for  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds.  Mr.  Emer- 
son sold  to  Thomas  Tenney  of  Row- 
ley, May  20,  1795,  for  four  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds.  Mr.  Tenny  was 
discontented  and  sold  to  Nathaniel 
Porter  of  Middleton  and  at  his  death 
it  was  bought  by  P^zra  Batchelder, 
the  father  of  the  present  owner. 

The  followino;  is  the  only  ollicial 
document  relating  to  tliis  mine  on 
record. 

I  Elijah  Porter  of   Topsfield   yeo- 


man In  consideration  of  Five  sliil- 
lings  Lawful  money  of  the  Province 
paid  me  by  William  Buutin  of 
Works  worth  in  Darln'share  in 
Great  Britton,  Miner  and  for 
Divers  other  good  considerations 
from  the  said  William  Buntin  by 
me  received,  have  bargained  and 
sold  unto  the  sd  William  Buntin  one 
eighth  part  of  all  and  Singular 
mines,  mine  ore,  minerals  and  other 
Hidden  Treasures  of  the  Earth, 
lying  in  a  certain  Lot  of  land  I 
bou'/ht  of  Samuel  Cummiui's  situated 
in  Topsfield,  the  bounds  being  the 
same  as  in  his  deed,  containing  Four 
acres.  Also  granting  unto  William 
Buntin  priviledge  of  KngresS;  Egress 
and  Regress,  in  and  upon  the  sd 
Land,  and  to  his  workmen  and 
laborers,  pits  and  shafts,  to  sink 
Drift  ways,  to  Drive  make  and  bring 
up  and  all  other  Necessary  and 
Convients.  As  to  him  and  them 
shall  seem  meet,  for  Securing  and 
woiking  the  mines,  within  the 
premisses  above  granted.  Engine 
or  Engines,  mill  oi  mills  or  any 
other  Ediiice  to  build  and  erect  on 
the  premises  paying  unto  me  Elijah 
Porter  clear  of  all  charges  one  full 
sixteenth  part  of  all  such  mines, 
mine  ores,  minerals  and  other  Hid- 
den Treasures  of  the  Earth  as  shall 
be  found  and  du^  up  in  the  Lot  of 
Land  aforesaid,  or  got  up  by  any 
other  way  or  means  whatever,  and  I 
the  said  Elijah  Porter  do  bind  my- 
self my  heirs  etc.  that  I  will  warrant 
and  defend  the  afore  granted  prem- 
isses against  the  lawful  claims  of  all 
Persons,  Excepting  against  tlie 
demands  of  our  S()^  ereiLMi  Lord  the 
King  his  heirs  and  successors.  'I'liis 
is  dated  Topsfield  i)    March,    1772. 
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According     to     tradition     Buntin  the  upper   mine  was  opened  first.    It 

loaded  a   vessel    with    the   ore    and  was  found  to  be  a  well  shaped    shaft 

went  with  it  to    England.      He    was  just  through   the    surface  earth,    not  j 

taken  sick  and  died  either  before   or  penetrating  the  bed  rock.  At  the  hot-  | 

shortly  after  he  landed   and   no   one  torn  was  a    charaber  of    considerable  1 

knows  what  became  of  the  ore.     The  extent   in    which    were   found    some  j 

mine  was  abandoned   and    in    course  tools  and  the  remains  of  a  keg  or  tub  i 

of  time   nearly   for:>;otten.      One    of  left  there  by    the     workmen     nearly  , 

the   stories      current    in    the    neigh-  seventy   years  before.     The    current  | 

borhood   relates     that    a     foreigner  story  is  that    the    mine  had   caved  in 

once  undertook  to  dig  gold  or  money  during   one    night,  in  '72,  and  every-  j 

there,  and  tiiat    he    suddenly    disap-  thing  had    remained    as  it  v>'as    when  i 

peared,  and  was   supposed    to   have  the  workmen  left  work  at  night.  But  j 

been    swallowed    up   in    the     earth,  the  mine  never  caved  in  and  probably  \ 

This  was   believed    by    a   few   timid  the  only    reason    why    tlie  tools   had  • 

and   superstitious    ones    of   a     later  not  been  removed   was  the   accumu-  3 

generation  ;  some  even  had    a   dread  lated  debris  and  the  water  with  which  1 

of  going   through   the    mine   lot   by  the  mine  was    filled   except    in    very  j 

night  as  it  was  reported  that  a  grim,  dry  seasons.  j 

unearthly  looking  figure,  armed  with  ''J'he  upper  mine  not  yielding   very  i 

a  huge  branch  of  a  lightning  scathed  abundantly,    the    shaft   in  the    lower  ] 

oak,  had  been  seen  walking  guard  by  lot  was  opened    to  a  depth  of   about  -' 

the  forsaken  mine.  one  hundi'cd  feet.     In  this  shaft  also 

It   is   also   related   that     one     of  the  water  v/as  very  troublesome,  and  j 

Buntin's  descendants,  finding  the  old  an  attempt   was  made  to  drain  it   by  | 

agreement      couccrriing      the       ore  running  a   tunnel    to  the  low   ground  \ 

among    his    ancestor's    papers,    and  near  by,  but  this    proved    impossible  j 

thinking  tliero   Tiv.ght   be    wealth    in  and  the  mine  was  abandoned  a    third  \ 

store,  came  to  Massachusetts.  time,  a  case  where  the  old  saying  '*A  , 

He  visited  the   registry    of   deeds  third  time  never  fails,"  proved  false,  j 

at  Salem  and  found  that  the  mine  at  The  company  had  Dr.  Jackson    of  j 

Topsfield  v/iis  the  one    mentioned    in  Boston  down  to   test  the  ore  but   his  j 

the   contract.       It   is  thought     that  verdict  was  unfavorable.     There  is  a  \ 

the  young  Englishman    did    not    find  tradition    that   only    enough    cop[)er  | 

the   prospect   promising   enough    to  was  removed  to   make    a    head   to   a  j 

attempt   to    woil:    the    mine.        His  cane  for  one  of  the  directors.     Prof.  \ 

coming,  however,  aroused  old  memo-  John  Sears  of  the  Peabody  Academy  ; 

ries,and  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  of  Science  has    kindly  allowed  me  to  ; 

mine  being  reopened  in    1839.     One  insert  the  following  list  of  ''minerals, 

reason  for  belief  in  this    supposition  mine  ores,    and  other    hidden    treas- 

is     that     llalph     H.     French,    then  ures  of   the   earth'*  found  at  the   old 

registrar  of  deeds,   (who   must   have  mine: 

known  of  the  young    man's    errand)  Carbonate  of  Copper,  Malachite,  in 

was  one  of  the  company  formed.  part;     Cludeo[)yrite,   Cuiii)i'r    Pyrite, 

The  papers  of   the   time  say    that  Iron    Pyrite,     Magnitite,     Limonite, 
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DykQ.  of  MelephyiG ;  the  stratified 
beds  of  Slfite  Limestono  and  Quart- 
zito  that  the  Melephyre  Dyke  cut,  are 
of  lower  carboniferous   age. 

The  oOicial  evidence  in  regard  to 
tin's  period  of  activity  is  very  mea- 
gre, only  two  papers  having  been 
found,  (both  nni-ecorded)  but  they 
establish  the  identity  of  this  mine 
with  that  of  seventy-one  and  also 
show  who  the  oflicial  agents  of  the 
coin  pa ny  were. 

Only  one  requires  to  be  copied 
here  which  is  as  follows:  "A  copy 
of  a  paper  concerning  the  Mine 
signed  by  David  Towne  and  others," 

The  first  part  of  this  paper  is  a 
copy  of  the  deed  given  by  Captain 
Benjamin  and  his  sons.  Then  fol- 
lows :  *'We  the  subscribers  now 
owning  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
first  mentioned  piece  so  sold  by  said 
Benjamin,   Jacob     and     Joseph     to 


said  Quincy,  do  hereby  soil  and 
convey  to  Ralph  li.  French  and 
David  Pulsifcr  8d,  both  of  vSalem  in 
said  county  of  I'^ssex,  the  rigiit  and 
privilege  of  exteiiding  diggings  and 
searchings,  etc.,  into  our  land  ad- 
joi)iing  said  piece  as  aforesaid  U[)on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
are  set  forth  in  said  deed,  from  said 
Benjamin  Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne 
to  said  Quincy. 
Dated— 1838  Signed 

Elizabeth  Towne 

Moses  Pettingill 

Nathaniel  Porter 

David  Towne 

The  missinjT  link  in  this    sketch   is 

the  paper  that  proves  the   mine    sold 

by  Capt.  Benjamin    Towne   was  the 

one  opened  and  abandoned  by   Gov. 

Endicott.     This   link    we    are    quite 

sure  time  and    patience   will   finally 

unearth. 
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FUNKRAL    EIvEGY. 

The  foUowiDg  funeral  eleg)^  was  written  by  Eev.  Joseph  Capen  who  was 
settled  over  the  church  in  Topsfield  on  June  11,  1684. 

It  was  printed  and  also  circulated  in  manuscript  form.  The  following 
reprint  is  made  from  an  original  copy  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thompson 
Baxter  of  South  Boston,  whose  grandmother  was  a  Foster. 


A  Funeral  Elegy 

Upon  the  much  to  be  Lamented  Death  and  most 
Deplorable  Expiration  of  the  Pious,  Learned,  Ingenious, 
and  Eminently  UsefuU  Servant  of  God 
Mr  John  Foster 
Who  Expired  and  Breathed  out  his  Soul  quietly 
into  the  arms  of  his  Blessed  REDEEMER 
at  Dorchester,  Sept.  9th  Anno  Dom.  1681 

^tatis  Anno  33 

Here  lye  the  relict  Fragments,  which  were  Took 

Out  of  Consumtion's  teeth,  by  Death  the  Cool: 

Voracious  A  petite  dost  tlms  devour 

Scarce  ought  hast  left  for  worms  t'  live  on  an  Hour 

But  Skin  &  Bones  no  bones  thou  mak'st  of  that 

It  is  thy  common  trade  t'  eat  all  the  fat. 

Here  lyes  that  earthly  House,  where  once  did  dwell 

That  Soul  that  Scarce  [ha]th  left  its  Parallel 

For  SoUid  Judgment  Piety  &  Parts 

And  peerless  skill  in  all  the  practick  Arts 

Which  as  the  glittering  Spheres,  it  passed  by 

Methinks,  I  Saw  it  Glance  at  Mercury  ; 

Ascended  now:  'bov  Time  &  Tides  't  'bides,  j 

Which  Sometimes  told  the  world,  of  Times  &  Tides,  ; 

Next  to  th'  Third  Heavens  the  Stars  were  his  delight,  •: 

Where's  Contemplation  dwelt  both  day  &  night,  I 

Soaring  unceartaiuly  but  now  at  Shoar, 

Whether  Sol  moves  or  Stands  He  doubts  no  more. 

He  that  despis'd  the  things  the  world   admired. 

As  having  Skill  in  rarer  things  acqu.ired, 

The  heav'ns  Interpreter  doth  disappear  ; 
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The  Starre's  translated  to  his  proper  Sphere. 
What  e're  the  world  may  think  did  Cause  his  death 
Consumption  'twas  not  Cupid,  Stopt  his  breath. 
The  Heav'ns  which  God's  glorj'  doe  discover,  j 

Have  lost  their  constant  Friend  &  instant  Lover  j 

Like  Atlas,  he  help't  bear  up  that  rare  Art  j 

Astronomj' ;  &  always  took  his  part :  i 

Most  happy  Soul  who  didst  not  tliere  Sit  down  j 

But  didst  make  after  an  eternal  Crown  1 

Sage  Archimede  !     Second  ISezaleell  j 

Oil  how  didst  thou  in  Curious  works  excell !  ! 

Thine  Art  &  Skill  deserve  to  Sec  the  I^ress,  | 

And  be  Composed  in  a  Printers  dress.  \ 

Thy  Name  is  worthy  for  to  be  enroll' d  1 

In  Printed  Letters  of  the  choicest  Gold 
Thy  Death  to  five  foretold  Eclipses  Sad, 

A  great  one,  unforetold  doth  Superad,  j 

Successive  to  that  Strange  JEthereal  Blaze,  I 

Whereon  thou  didst  so  oft  astoiiish'd,  gaze  ; 
Which  daily  gives  the  world  such  fatal  blows  : 
Still  whats  to  come  we  dread  ;  God  only  knows. 
Thy  Body  which  no  activeness  did  lack 
Now's  laid  aside  like  an  old  Almanack 
But  for  the  present  only's  out  of  date  ; 
Twil  have  at  length  a  far  more  active  state. 
Yea,  though  with  dust  thy  body  'Joilc.I  be, 
Yet  at  the  Resurrection  we  Shall  See 
A  fair  Edition  &  of  matchless  worth, 
Free  from  Errata,  new  in  Ileav  'n  sol  forth : 
Tis  but  a  word  from  God  the  great  Creatour, 
It  Shall  be  Done  when  he  saith  IMPRIMATUR. 

Semoestus  cecinit 

Joseph  Capen. 
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TTbe  CroLcile  of  tlae  Averill  Kainaily. 

By  S.  Gertrude  Bradstreet. 


As  we  staud  here  today  and  glance 
over  the  deserted  prospect,  over 
pasture  and  woodland,  imagination 
is  hardly  strong  enough  to  picture 
this  locality  as  the  one-time  centre 
of  a  thriving,  prosperous  community  ; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  unmistakable 
evidences  of  habitation  which  con- 
front us,  we  could  easily  believe  that 
the  spot  still  keeps  its  ''forest  prim- 
eval", a  place  sacred  to  nature  and 
to  God.  '*The  murmuring  i)ines 
and  hemlocks"  still  crown  the  hills, 
where  the  woodman's  axe,  now  a 
frequent  sound,  might  for  the  first 
time  fell  the  giants  of  the  forest  to 
the  ground.  But  a  little  research 
proves  tluit  this  seeming  primitiveness 
is  false,  and  that  at  a  comparatively 
short  period  ago  the  same  sun  which 
shines  above  us  today  o'erlookcd  a 
very  different  scene.  Here,  by  com- 
mon consent,  we  must  agree  thnt  the 
first  dwellers  of  our  village  made 
their  early  abode.  This  evidently 
was  the  centre  of  the  settlement,  for 
here  lived  and  worked  those  who 
plied  the  trades  of  carpenter  and 
wheelwright,  those  men  who  were 
conspicuous  in  town  affairs,  and 
those  whose  broader  education  plac- 
ed them  in  a  slightly  higher  rank 
than  the  others,  giving  to  the  locality 
the  name  of  "The  Colleges",  a  title 
which  has  descended  through  the 
years  to  our  own  time.  I  remember 
that  in  my  childhood  days  I  gave  it 
its  literal  intcrj)retati()n,  and  gazed 
with  awe  and  wonder  into  the  partic- 
ular cellar  which    I  had   selected    as 


the  foundation  of  the  college,  a  cel- 
lar vrhose  firm,  strong  wall  markcil 
the  location  of  no  unpretentious 
dwelling  place.  A  short  distance 
from  here,  near  the  highway  over 
which  we  have  just  come,  may  be 
seoi  ;;..  collar  whicli  marks  the  site  of 
the  home  of  William  Averill,  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  the  first  of  the  name 
to  come  to  Topsfield.  Here  he 
dwelt  with  his  wife  and  eleven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  [  find  to  be 
"William,  John,  Nathaniel,  Job, 
Ebenezer,  Thomas,  Paul,  Isaack, 
Hannah,  Abigail  and  Mary,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  represented  in  our 
town    today    by    their     descendants. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
when  said  William  first  came  to 
Topsfield  but  think  it  must  have 
been  in  Die  vicinity  of  1GG2,  for  from 
that  time  until  1(589  lie  was  promi- 
nent in  town  affairs  and  held  ijjany 
town  otllces.  1  alsu  find  the  names 
of  his  sons  John,  Nathaniel,  Job  and 
Ebenezer  in  the  early  records  of  oui' 
town  from  lGy2  to  1727,  having  filled 
the  offices  of  selectman,  constable, 
surveyor,  fence  viewer,  juryman  and 
tithingman  and  also  that  of  school 
master. 

In  ^farch  ye  1st,  1714,  the  select- 
men agreed  with  William  Averill 
jun.,  ''to  sweep  ye  meeting  house  and 
to  be  paid  18  shillings  a  3'ear  for  his 
pains,"  and  he  was  to  have  the  meet- 
ing house  key  delivered  to  him. 
They  also  granted  unto  said  William 
''half  an  acre  of  land  somewhore 
wheje  ye  committee    .siiall  be  ordered 
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to  lav  it  out   for   him  ve  s'd    Averill  of     Jacob    Tovvne     ou     the     other. 
j     during  his  and   his   wife's   life  timu,  These,    together   with   all   houses,         ! 
i     and  s'd  Wni  Averill  is  hereby  obliged  onlhousiDg,  edifices,  buildings,  fences,         i 
[     to  sweep  ye  meeting   house    and    dig  orchard,  fruit    trees,  lumber,    under-         ! 
I     graves  and  to  be  paid  for  his  work."  v/ood  and  stones,  lying,    standing  or         ! 
!         More  than  200  years  ago  this  land,  growing  upon  s'd  lands  or   any   part         I 
':     a  part  of  the  original  grant  of  Simon  or  parcel  thereof,  commonages,  herb-         j 
.'     Bradstreet.    was   deeded  by    him   to  age,     feedings,     profits,     privileges,        j 
John  and  Nathaniel  Averill,  sons    of  hereditments  and  appurtances,  what-        j 
William    Averill.     This    deed   given  soever  thereto  belonging."                           ; 
by  Simon    Bradstreet    of    Boston    to  This    would     indicate     that   there         | 
John  Averill,   planter,  and  Nathaniel  must    have    been     a   settlement  here 
;     Averill  carpenter,  both   ofTopsfield,  previous  even  to  its    possession    and 
was  dated   Feb.  1st,   1692,  '^for    and  occupation  by  the  Averills.   Dwelling 
in  consideration  of  250    lbs.    current  places,  public  buildings  and  farms  of 
money  of  New  England  conveyed  to  early  pioneers    may    have   formed   a 
them  200  acres  of  land  situate  in  the  colony,  whose    origin    and    existence 
;     Township   of   s'd     Topsfield    in    the  are  alike  forgotten, — hidden   by   the 
i      present   tenure     and    occupation    of  misty   curtain    of   the    past.     If   we 
I     John    Hawkins   being     betwixt    two  could  but  push  it  aside  and  but  for  a 
I     brooks   there,     the    one     commonly  brief  space  look  back  upon  the    real- 
called  and    known    by   the    name    of  ities  of  those  distant  years,  verifying 
Ilowlcts  Brook,    and   the  other    Mile  what  must  now  remain  a  mere  suppo- 
Hrook  ;  also,  on  lot  of  out-land  lying  sition.     The  original  deed  is  still    in 
in  the  2nd  division  lots  on  the    south  the  possession  of  one  of    the  present 
side  of  Ipswich  rive    as  laid  out    by  ov/ners.     More  tlian  140  acres  of  the 
the  lot  layers  of  s'd  Town.     The  1st  land  given  b}"  the  deed  are  still  held 
Lot  was  in  tv/o    parcels    bounded    as  by  the    Averills,  a    large  part    never 
follovvs  :- — One  part  by  tlie    lands   of  hnvinic  been  out  of  the  name. 
Wm  Ilowlet  on  the  north  and  north-  'Inhere  are   in  this    vicinity    several 
east,  by  the  lands  of  Tobiah  Perkins,  cellars  which    mark    the    location    of 
Daniel  Borman  and  John  French  on  the  homes  of   different    members    of 
the  Jiorth-west,  by  Mile  Brook  on  the  the  Averill  family.      Like    nearly   all 
south  and  south-west,  by  the    Ilassa-  old  houses  these   were    built   to    face 
kie  meadow,  so  called,  and  the  mead-  the  south.     A  lovelier  spot  than    the 
ow  of  ^Ym  liowlet  on  the  south  and  one  around  us    would  be  hard   to  im- 
south-east.     The  other  part  or  parcel  agine,  and  could  we  revive  the  image 
was  bounded  on  the  north  b}^  land  of  of  those  early  liomes    surrounded    by 
Wni  Ilowlet  and  the  Ilassakie  mead-  the  verdant  foliage  of  more  than  200 
<»w,    so    called,     on    the    west,   Mile  years  ago,  we    would  certainly  agree 
r>rook  on  the  south,    till   it  comes    to  that  those  early   settlers   chose    tlu-ir 
Ipswich  River,  and  hath    s'd  river  on  homes  with  regard  to  beauty    as  well 
tiui  east.      The  Lot  south  of  the  river  as  comfort. 

^vas  bounded    by  tlie    L(.)t  of    Daniel  Of  the  early  oeeunanLs  1  liavi'  luen 

V  laik  on    the    one    side  and  the    Lot  able  to  trace  but    little  ami  that  vor\ 


! 


8G 


imperfectly.  The  Orst  cellar  we 
shall  come  to  after  leaving  the  high- 
way, the  house  of  which  was  stand- 
ing until  a  very  recent  date,  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph  and 
Luke  Averill,  brothers  and  sons  of 
Isaac  Averill.  xVftcrwards  the  part 
owned  by  Joseph  or  ''neighbor  Joe," 
as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  pur- 
chased by  John  lUaisdell,  whose 
mother  was  an  Averill,  and  that 
owned  by  Luke  became  the  property 
of  his  son.  This  house  was  the 
second  one  built  on  the  same  cellar 
and  was  burned  to  the  ground  in  the 
spring  of  1890.  The  cellar  located 
near  bv,  in  the  locusts,  is  the  best 
preserved  of  any  and  is  known  as  the 
Daniel  Averill  place  and  here  in 
17G9  was  born  Solomon  Averill,  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  ownci. 
He  afterwards  lived  in  the  house 
which  was  situated  on  tlie  brow  of 
the  hill  near  the  gateway.  Here 
was  also  the  workshop  of  the  cabinet 
makers.  Several  articles  of  furni- 
ture manufactured  by  them,  including 
a  desk,  light-stand  bureau,  and  some 
chaiis,  arv  today  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  their  descendants,  also  a  part 
of  a  violm  made  here  and  used  in  the 
old  meetino-  house.  This  industry 
must  have  been  quite  extensive,  as  I 
have  been  informed  that  more  than 
thirty  appientices  were  employed 
here  at  onejtime.  Opposite  this  was 
the  house  of  Jacob  Averill,  who 
descended  from  Nathaniel  1st,  and 
nearby  is  the  ancient  well,  which 
appears  to  be  in  a  good  state  of  pres- 
ervation. This  house  was  taken 
down  and  moved  to  the  village, 
where  it  now  forms  tiie  home  of  Mrs. 
Herrick  0!i  High  street.  Farther  on, 
near  the  brook,  we  come  to   another 


cellar.  This  is  called  the  Nathaniel 
Averill  place  and  is  also  the  location 
of  the  wheelwright  shop.  Que  of  the 
first  pair  of  wheels  built  there  came 
into  my  grandfather's  possession, 
having  been  built  for  chaise  wheels, 
afterwards  used  by  ra}^  father  for 
cart  wheels.  We  find  the  next  occu- 
pant of  this  house  to  be  Moses  Av- 
erill, son  of  Nathaniel,  and  later  it 
was  occupied  by  Mehitable  Averill, 
the  wife  of  Silas  Beckford  aiKl 
daughter  of  Daniel  Averill.  vShc  mov- 
ed from  there  to  the  little  cottage  by 
the  mill.  It  seems  strancje  that  no 
other  names  are  given  but  it  must 
have  been  a  colony  of  Averills,  and 
among  them  weie  men  usef ul'in  church 
and  active  in  town  ;itfairs,  school 
teachers,  a  civil  engineer,  and  we 
have  also  heard  of  one  skilled  in  verse- 
Indeed 
of 

the  Averill  forefathers  one  learns 
that  they  were  persons  likely  to  hold 
and  fill  important  places,  men  of  no 
common  rank  and  worth. 

A  little  farther  on  we  come  to  Mile 
Lrook,  the  bound:uy  line  of  the  Av- 
erill tract  and  upon  this  brook  was 
built  the  saw  mill.  The  actual  date 
of  its  erection  I  have  been  unable  to 
determine,  but  think  it  must  have 
been  soon  after  the  land  came  into 
possession  of  John  and  Nathaniel 
Averill.  The  first  authentic  mention 
of  it  I  find  in  the  will  of  Nathaniel 
Averill  who  bequeathed  his  ''half  of 
ye  saw  mill"  to  his  three  sons,  Nath- 
aniel, Jacob  and  Jeremiah.  It  was 
afterwards  owned  by  Jacob,  then  by 
his  sou  Moses,  who  rebuilt  and 
worked  it.  Later  it  became  the 
property  of  Daniel,  who  sold  it  in 
1835  to'  Porter    Bradstreet.     This  is 


making  and   fortune-telling. 

in  examining   the    wills    of    some 
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the  first  time  it  passed  oat  of  the 
Averill  name.  It  wns  worked  by 
him  until  his  death,  1849,  and  then 
became  the  property  of  Nehcmiah 
Perkins,  who  repaired  it  and  added 
a  new  wheel.  In  the  settlement  of 
his  estate  it  became  the  property  of 
his  son,  the  late  Austin  Perkins,  who 
ran  it  for  many  years.  On  the  night 
of  Feb.  22,  1891  it  was  burned, 
|-)eihaps  by  the  same  hand  which  a 
few  mouths  later  burned  the  Blais- 
dell  house,  so  called,  to  the  ground. 
The  saw  which  was  in  the  mill  at  the 
time  it  was  burned  was  one  which 
had  lain  in  the  attic  of  the  house  of 
the  late  Benj.  Towne  45  years  and 
was  taken  from  the  Peabody  mill  in 
1842.  It  still  exists  and  is  of  inter- 
est because  of  its  connection  with 
both  mills. 

The  old  house,  whose  ruins  may  be 
seen  near  the  mill,  was  one  which 
was  brought  from  the  west  part  of 
the  town  by  kind  hearted  neighbors 
and  placed  upon  a  small  plot  of  land 
staked  out  from  the  neighboring  pas- 
ture, and  here  lived  Mehitable  Aver- 
ill-Beckford  and  later  lier  son  Samuel, 
his  wife,  who  was  also  an  Averill, 
and  their  two  children.  Many  of 
my  listeners  are  familiar  with  the 
lives  and  characteristics  of  these 
later  occupants    and    together   with 


the  cottage,  the  mill  and  its  surround- 
ings will  ever  form  one  of  the  bright- 
est, dearest  pictures  on  '^memories' 
wall."  Those  who  never  frequented 
the  place  cannot  appreciate  the  quaint 
charms  it  holds  for  us,  v/ho  have  sat 
in  the  little  house  listening  to  the 
good  woman's  stories  of  other  days, 
and  when  the  infirmities  of  age  ap- 
proaclied,  heard  her  complaints  and 
songht  to  administer  relief  or  stood 
under  the  fragrant  lilacs  while  she 
cailed  the  birds  to  feed  near  her, 
walked  through  the  tiny  garden  and 
inhaled  the  sweet  scent  of  spicy 
pinks,  the  balm  and  thyme,  and  the 
rich,  old  damask  roses,  heavy  with 
sweetness  and  then  crossing  the  mill 
yard  and  on  under  the  willows  to  the 
waste  way,  where,  if  the  water  was 
high,  we  had  a  view  of  a  miniature 
cataract.  We  can  not  help  a  feeling 
of  loneliness  and  regret  as  we  pass 
through  these  familiar  ways.  May 
we  hope  and  trust  that  their  memory 
at  least  will  survive  in  the  minds  of 
our  townspeople,  and  that  sonje  fu- 
ture historian  will  be  able  to  give  a 
complete  and  more  perfect  account 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do. 

[A  paper  read  before  the  TopsQeld  His- 
torical Society  at  a  fleld  meetintic  held 
June  18,  1896.— Ed.] 


88 

Cl^arleB     H.     IToli^^e^. 

LAWYER  AND  POET. 


j  By  Fkanllin  Balch. 

i 

Inteutioii    is    not   au    attribute    of  ed  activity  won  for   himself  universal  j 

reputation.  Our  life  is  what  v/e  inake  esteem  and  in  1820  when  this  part  of  j 

I        it.     Reputation  is  what  people  think  Massachusetts  had  come    to   be   the  j 

of  us,  and  the  biography  of  a  person  state    of  Maine,    Mr.    John    Holmes  j 

';        is  in  absolute  coutJ-ol  of   the   author,  was  called  upon  to  represent  his  state  j 

vrho  adapts  liir-    work    to    tb.c   reader  in  the.  U.   S.   Senate,  where   he   was  i 

,        who  will  pay  the  highest  }jnce.  known   as   the   first    iMaine   Senator,  j 

The  exception  to  this  rule  liiay   be  By  thlri  title  he  is  best  knov.n  to   this  ^ 

found  in  the   autlior   whose  object  is  da3\   His  profound  views  as  a  states-  \ 

for  the  higher  consideration— to   per-  man,  and  the   commanding   qualities  j 

;        petuate    to     the   memory      v, liatever  of  an  orator,  secured  for  him  in  Con-  ; 

I        there  is  of  value  and  interesl   in    our  gress  the  attention  and  esteem  of  such  ] 

'        local  history  of  by-gone-days.  men  as   Thomas   H.    Benton.    Henry  * 

;            Four    score     aiid    six    years    ago  Clay  and  Levi  Woodbury.  I 

'        next  Dec.  1st,  1896,  there  was    boi'u        The    year    1825    found    his    son,  • 

in    the  town   of  Alfred,   Yorli    Co.,  Charles     Henry     Holmes,     entering  1 

Maine,  the  second  son   of   Mr.   John  Bowdoiu  College,  Brunswick,  Maine,  j 

;        and  Sarah  Ann  (Brooks)  ILjlmes.  Two  years  later  he  came  into  Massa-  J 

,            John  Holmes  was  born    in    Kings-  chusetts  to  complete  his  collegiate  ed-  | 

toil,  Flymoutii  Co.,  Miiss..  jMnrch  28,  ucatioji,  and  entering  Brown  Univer-  I 

1773,   was    graduated    fri>;n    lirown  sity.  Providence,  was  graduated  Sept.  i 

University,  ITDG,  admitted  to  tlie  bar  2nd,  1829,  among  the  first  in  rank  in  \ 

1799,  was  a  proUiinent  member  of  the  his  chiss.  < 

Mass.  legislature  and   L^  S.    Senate.        We  are  told   that   while   in   college  | 

He  was  one  of  1  lie  most  active   mem-  he   manifested   those    characteristics  | 

bers  of  the  convention  and   chairman  resulting    from     more  than   ordinary  j 

of  the  committee  that  framed  the  con-  power  of  ajjplication,   and   while  hin-  i 

stitution  of  the  state  of  Maine,   and  dered  b}' the  intervention  of  romantic  | 

for    many   years    was    a    trustee    of  and  poetic  nature,  he  possessed   such  ] 

Bowdoin  College.     He  died  in   Port-  powers  of  intellectual   acquisition   as  I 

land  in  1843,  July  7th.  are   seldom  observed.     His  standard  j 

After  graduating  from  Brown  Uni-  at  Brown  for  his  first  term  was.  ''at- 

versity  John    Holmes,    intiuenced  by  tendance  10(),    conduct    100,  scholar- 

the  apparent  advantage  of  practicing  ship  excellent."      His  expenses  were 

law  among  the  advance  guard  of  civ-  ''steward's  bill  SI. 68  per  week,  dam- 

ilizatiou,  left  his  home  in  south  east-  age,  breaking   a    pane    of    glass,    25 

ern  jMassacimsetts,  and  oi)ened  a  law  cents."     Tiiis   report   prove-s    him  to 

ollice  at  Alfred,  Maine.  be  an  aecoujplished  classical  scholar, 

Immense  ascendency  and  unbound-  aided  l)v  that  decision  of  conduct  and 
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iipriglituess  of  character  that  always 
secures  success. 

To  these  transports  of  fame  there 
succeeded  that  plirensy  so  fatal  to 
those  whom  nature  has  allowed  to  be 
the  children  of  great  men.  His  sin- 
cere intentions  and  aspirations  were 
diverted  by  returning  to  the  shadow 
of  his  own  fig-tree,  and  opening  a  law 
oflice  in  Cornishville,  INIaine.  Here 
he  practiced  a  few  years  and  then 
came  aoain  into  Massachusetts.  He 
was  v/elcomed  by  Miss  Harriet  J. 
Emerson,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
a  few  days.  To  the  more  sedate  per- 
son it  may  seem  tliat  he  overstepped 
the  bounds  of  prudence  in  so  hastily 
concludinii:  a  matter  of  so  vast  im- 
portance. 

It  appears  that  there  lived  in  Al- 
fred, a  person  by  the  name  of  Joseph 
Emerson.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  Hon.  John  Holmes,  and  watched 
with  more  than  a  friendly  interest  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  young 
Charles. 

There  vv^as  born  inTopsfield,  Mass., 
3  years  after  the  birth  of  our  subject, 
a  daughter  to  Mr.  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Hurrell)  Emerson,  who  was  named 
Harriet  Josephene  Emerson.  Being 
tlie  only  child  of  a  vvell-to-do  man, 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  all 
the  opportuuities  of  classical  instruc- 
tion that  were  available  in  those  days, 
when  it  was  thought  not  entirely 
proper  for  a  Irdy  to  attain  an  ad- 
vanced classical  education. 

We  are  told  that  a  higher  educa- 
tion is  useful  only  to  the  few,  and 
general  ignorance  is  neither  the  great- 
est evil  nor  the  least  to  be  desired  ;  a 
mass  of  ill  digested  information  is 
nuich  more  dangerous,  and  the  in- 
crease of  knowledge   is  but   an   acUli- 


tiou  to  the  lever  by  which  vice  dis- 
solves the  fabric  of  society.  Not  so 
with  Miss  Emerson.  With  the  ad- 
vance of  her  education  she  rose  to 
that  standard  of  attainment  which  if 
unjustly  used,  to  quote  her  own  words, 
"lerids  one  to  search  into  the  hidden 
secrets  of  nature  to  obtain  a  knowl- 
edge, alike  useless  and  forbidden, 
that  destroyed  the  harmony  in  Eden, 
and  condemned  all  unborn  genera- 
tions to  the  just  but  most  irksome 
penalt}"  of  disobedience." 

Public  opinion  considered  Miss 
Emerson  the  most  talented  woman  of 
the  19th  century  in  this  vicinity,  and 
w^as  it  not  natural  that  as  she  had  a 
cousin,  Mr.  Joseph  Emerson,  living  in 
Alfred,  an  intimate  friend  of  Hon. 
John  Holmes,  that  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  ''young  Charles," 
should  be  watched  with  more  than  a 
friendly  interest?  This  interest  was 
communicated  to  Charles  and  Harriet, 
so  that  before  they  had  seen  each 
other    they  vii'tually  became  emxaged- 

There  was  married  at  Topslield, 
]\Inss.,  on  the  2Gth  of  Maich,  18oG. 
C.  II.  Holmes  of  Cornishville,  Maine, 
to  Harriet  J.  Emerson  of  Topstield. 
This  is  the  substunce   of  the  record. 

This  equal  and  loving  alliance 
which  now-a-days  often  precedes, and 
is  concluded  with  the  marriage  cere- 
mony, seemed  to  invest  her  powerful 
lord  with  the  authority  of  a  parent 
over  a  submissive  pupil.  The  writer 
remembers  the  ''Squire"  in  the  last 
of  his  life,  six  feet  six  inches  tall,  as 
he  entered  church  on  Sunday  i)assing 
up  the  aisle  to  the  wing  pew  nearest 
the  pulpit,  and  it  was  with  a  boyish 
interest  and  anxiety  tluit  1  soiighl 
the  end  of  my  father's  pew  and  awaiL- 
the  appearance   of   that    "wonderful 
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tall  man." 

After  marriage,  Mr.  Holmes  made 
his  home  in  Topsfield,  where  he  re- 
mained for  the  last  50  years  of  his 
life.  The  father  of  I\irs.  Holmes 
died  in  1826  and  left  his  house  and 
part  of  his  property  to  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  at  this  house  Mr. 
Holmes  first  and  last  resided. 

As  the  experience  of  past  faults  is 
seldom  imported  to  those  who  are 
allured  into  the  same  career  of  foll}^ 
so  Mr.  Holmes  ventui-e  to  her  home, 
''with  none  of  the  a-la-niode^  show- 
off,  scholastic,  superfluous  manner; 
but  as  a  thorough,  practical  well  doer, 
matter-of-fact-man,  maintaining  his 
character  and  position  without  fear." 

While  Mrs.  Emerson  lived  she  aid- 
ed in  every  way  to  maintain  union 
and  affection  in  the  family.  In  this 
she  succeeded,  hut  was  nevertheless 
his  mother-in-law. 

Mr.  Holmes  at  once  assumed  con- 
trol of  his  wife's  proi)erty,  she  giv- 
ing him  a  promissory  title  to  her 
share  in  case  of  her  death,  and  began 
farmino;  in  a  theoretical  sort  of  way. 
He  also  received  a  lawyer's  license 
to  practice  law,  but  most  of  all  he 
practised  the  virtues  of  domestic  life, 
and  to  tlie  last  may  be  attributed  the 
remarkable  alteration  of  his  charac- 
ter and  conduct.  It  is  said  that  the 
different  characters  that  mark  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  globe  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  use  and  abuse  of  rea- 
son ;  but  v^'c  chink  that  his  effeminate 
luxury,  which  almost  tended  to  in- 
dolence, was  due  to  the  relaxation  of 
discipline  and  was  only  the  ardent 
and  passionate  disposition  manifested 
in  college,  now  bursting  forth  un- 
hindered by  any  high  ambition.  liut 
we  may  suppose    that  he    produced  a 


favorable  impression  among  his 
town's  people  by  his  election  to  the 
General  Court  as  their  representative 
in  1837,  the  following  year  after 
coming  into  town.  At  this  session  he 
was  placed  on  one  of  the  standing 
committees. 

Anything  attendant  to  a  person  of 
prominence  in  starting  on  his  career 
is  of  interest,  and  here  it  is  not  amiss 
to  refer  to  a  letter  written  by  his 
father  to  Charles,  upon  the  advent  of 
his  first  election  to  public  otFice.  Tills 
letter  is  also  of  value  as  showing  the 
feelings  and  inspirations  of  one 
of  the  most  prominent  of  men  in 
Nevr  England. 

Thomaston,  Me. 
•2nd  Nov.  1837. 

I  have  received  dear  Charles  your 
letter  announcing  your  election  to  the 
legislature  of  Mass.  with  much  pleas- 
ure, but  with  some  solicitude.  It  is 
naturally  flattering  &  no  doubt  grat- 
ifying to  you  that  stranger  almost  as 
you  are.  you  should  have  been  elect- 
ed, c^  by  the  influence  of  age  and 
experience,  on  the  other  hand  you 
are,  prol)ably  without  intending  it, 
embarked  on  the  tempestuous  ocean 
of  politics  for  a  long  service.  For 
young  as  you  are  and  ardent  more- 
over it  will  be  a  hard  struggle  to  re- 
turn. The  first  year  will  be  tedious 
and  you  will  resolve  that  it  shall  be 
the  last.  The  election  comes  round, 
and  the  partiality  of  your  friends  and 
all  the  assaults  of  your  enemies  &j 
your  prospects  of  promotion  influenc- 
ing a  little  perhaps  will  combine  to 
induce  you  to  stand  for  reelection. 
Before  this  term  shall  expire  you  will 
have  formed  fiiondshi})s,  contracted 
aliances,  and  become.  enlisU'd  in 
measures  and  schemes  from    which  it 


91 


will  be  exlremel}*  difficult  to  be  dis- 
engaged, you  wish  to  be  returned  for 
your  own  sake.  By  some  of  those 
casualities  to  which  public  life  is  ex- 
posed, your  own  imprudence,  treacher- 
ous friends  open  enemies,  any  or  all 
may  defeat  or  postpone  you.  By 
this  time  your  feelings  of  ambition 
and  revenge  will  be  roused.  You 
will  go  back  into  the  ranks  to  strive 
for  promotion  again. 

If  defeated  again,  you  will  more 
than  ever  press  on.  You  may  suc- 
ceed and  continue  to  mount  and  soar 
until  you  will  have  destinguished 
yourself  in  tlie  great  council  of  the 
nation.  There  you  will  meet  with 
more  resistance,  as  your  station  will 
be  worth  competition.  Suppose  you 
defeat  them  all  still  how  much  sacri- 
fice of  true  wealth,  principle,  peace  & 
domestic  iudearment  must  have  been 
sacrificed. 

All  this  you  will  now  say  is  crying 
"sour  grapes  !"  Be  it  so  ! — And  al- 
though I  think  my  grapes  have  not 
been  very  sour  still  I  am  willing  you 
should  consider  these  remarks  as  the 
result  of  at  least  superannuated  pru- 
dance,  so  no  more  of  this,  and  if  tak- 
ing the  case  as  it  is  allow  me  to  sug- 
gest some  few  monitions  which  may 
serve  you  in  your  new  career.  Your 
talents  will  not  be  hid.  Your  rela- 
tionship to  one  who  has  been  so  long 
i^nd  so  much  the  object  of  public  ob- 
servation and  animadversion,  will 
point  you  out  as  an  object  of  curios- 
ity &  criticism. 

As  thcK.  is  a  propensity  among 
iJ^eu  and  associate  bodies  of  men,  to 
measure  in  some  sense  the  one  by  the 
*-'tIior,  more  may  be  expected  from 
V'Hi  than  from  other  new  members, 
^^oine  too  may  suppose  that    your  op- 


portunities for  political  information 
have  been  greater  than  other  young 
men.  Now  all  this  consideration 
may  raise  expectation  which  may  not 
be  realized. 

A  little  caution  at  first  will  there- 
fore be  indespcnsible  to  prevent  dis- 
apointmeut.  Be  slow  then  in  coming 
out,  otherwise  you  might  speak  your- 
self out  before  yon  get  in.  Never 
speak  on  any  subject  till  you  are 
fully  prepared.  Prepared  or  not 
don't  speak  often — never  begin  to 
speak  till  you  have  something  to  say 
and  always  leave  off  when  you  are 
done. 

Never  speak  or  think  meanly  of 
your  adversary.  A  good  natured  hit 
may  do  very  well  but  a  well  timed 
compliment  much  better.  V/hile  you 
should  never  surrender  principle  you 
should  never  triumph  over  a  fallen 
adversary. 

Study  well,  and  methodically. 
Your  chief  fault  is  a  desultory  mode, 
here  a  little  and  there  a  little  without 
a  certain  perspicuous  method,  and 
when  once  established  it  will  be  of 
incalculable  advantage.  If  defeated 
and  mortified  never  pine  nor  be  dis- 
couraged. 

I  have  known  the  first  essa}'  of  a 
3^oung  man  to  be  an  entire  failure  & 
yet  there  was  remaining  a  recupera- 
tive energy  which  overcame  and 
triumphed  at  last. 

In  all  cases  be  honest  in  3'our 
opinion,  especially  appear  to  be  so. 
If  you  seem  to  lack  confidence  in 
your  cause  you  will  surely  fail  to 
convince. 

I  am  truly  yours, 

j.  Holmes. 

One  session  of  leirislative  lif<'  end- 
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ed  Mr.  Holmes'  political  career  and 
in  the  spring  of  1838  he  returned  to 
private  life  and  began  to  till  his 
farm,  and  settle  estates  or  any  other 
business  of  a  lawyer.  But  the  ab- 
sence of  a  large  town  and  the  peace- 
able, even  tenor  of  the  ways  of  the 
people  in  his  vicinity,  gave  little  im- 
ployment  in  the  legal  line  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Connected  as  he  was  by  marriage 
with  so  estimable  and  talented  a  wo- 
man, we  may  learn  of  her  influence 
and  his  character  by  her  journals  so 
far  as  they  pertain  to  the  surround- 
ing home.  In  this  journal  which  she 
carefully  kept  for  years,  we  find 
these  words : 

Jan.  1,  1835.  "I  have  felt  sad  all 
day.  This  morning  Charles  received 
the  mclancholly  news  of  his  brother's 
dangerous   illness    and   he    left   for 


Alfred  this   afternoon. 


tidings  for  a  New    Year's 


sad 
O 

The 
has 
any 


It  was 
news 
how  much  I  feel  his  absence, 
man  who  took  him  to  the  cars 
not  yet  returned.  God  forbid 
accident. 

Jan.  10,  1835.  ''Charles  sent 
word  after  tea  that  he  should  pass 
the  evening  away,  having  some  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  attend  to,  and 
that  he  should  not  return  till  late.  It 
is  now  almost  eleven  and  he  has  not 
come.  It  is  a  very  unusual  thing  for 
him  to  pass  an  evening  away  from 
our  dear  and  festive  fireside.  I  will 
go  to  bed  as  it  is  so  late  and  not 
wait  for  him  any  longer. 

Jan.  11,  1835.  ''I  went  to  bed 
last  evening  or  rather  night,  about 
midnight  and  before  I  went  to  sleep 
Charles  returned.  He  did  not  let  me 
know  where  he  was  going  for  fear  it 
would  trouble  me  but  sent  me  such   a 


message  as  would  lead  me  to  imag- 
ine, as  I  did  that  he  had  gone  to  at- 
tend to  some  law  business,  but  when 
he  came  back  he  told  me  the  cause 
of  his  absence.  John  Towle  had 
been  missing  ever  since  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  he  had  lost  his  way  going  home, 
and  had  wandered  into  Wenhaii« 
swamp.  Several  people  had  been 
looking  for  him  all  liie  afternoon  and 
had  returned  entirely  discouraged, 
and  maintained  that  every  efl'ort  to 
find  him  that  night  vvould  be  in  vain, 
but  Mr.  Holmes  told  them  that  if  he 
was  found  alive  he  must  be  found 
that  night.  He  took  two  men  in  his 
sleigh  and  several  otlier  sleighs  ac- 
companied him  aiid  they  drove  as 
fast  as  possible  to  Wen  ham.  This 
was  about  6  P.  M.  The  men  at 
Wenham  were  very  kind  and  joined 
in  the  search.  A  paity  of  25  men 
entered  the  swamp.  Charles  formed 
them  into  five  different  parties  each 
with  a  guide  and  a  lantern,  and  tak- 
ing separate  directions  the  search 
was  began.  One  hurrah  was  to  de- 
clare that  their  object  was  accom- 
plished and  two  hurrahs  to  bring  them 
to-gether.  About  10  o'clock  a  loud 
shout  was  heard.  The  poor  fellovr 
was  found  leaning  with  folded  arms 
against  a  tree  entirely  exhausted,  for 
he  had  been  travelling  in  that  laby- 
rinthan  swamp  all  day.  He  was  stitT 
with  cold  and  would  surely  have 
frozen  to  death  before  morning.  He 
was  taken  to  a  house  near  and  every- 
thing done  for  his  comfort  and  may 
God  bless  the  people  of  Wenham  for 
their  true  kindness,  and  each  of  those 
25  men  last  night  sought  their  pillows 
with  tiie  happiness  that  ever  follows 
a  kind  action." 
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After  ten  years  of  boppy    married  and  uufaruiliar   indignities  [)erpetrat- 
life^  as  a!l  reports  combine  to    show,  ed  on  "them    and    theirs', — but   one,  i 
Mrs.    Hohnes    became    ill.     For   the  and  then  another,  till  tlie  whole  popu-           j 
last  four  years  of    her  life   there    are  lation  en  masse,  little  and  big,    man,           j 
numerous    *'l    have     just    recovered  woman  and  child,  whispered,  murmur-           '. 
I  from  a  se\ere    attack  of    illness,"  to  ed,    threatened,     denounced    and    at           j 
I  be  found  in  h.er  journals  aud  she  was  last  risin:^  like    a  volcano,  burst  with           j 
i    ujiable  to  cave  for  herself  for  a    long  (iery  indignation    into  open  rebellion,           i 
i  time  before  her  death,  v;]iioii  occurred  kicking  up  a    grent   dust  in    all    the          I 
[  Sept.    17,    1849,    aged    ;^6    years,    7  region   round  about.     So    frantically          I 
i  months,  25    days.     She  died    not   in  intense  was  the  convulsion    that    the          i 
f  the  fullness    of  years,    but    endowed  very  animals    and    even  the  elements 
:    with  intellectual  genius  borne    i'nv   hi  conspired  in  sympathetic  expi'essive- 
I  advance  of  her  age  by  deep  tliought,  ness.     The    geese,    whose   ancestors          ; 
J  patient  investigation    and  ever  atlen-  saved  Ronje,    with    conscious    politi-          I 
[■  tive   research.  cal    importance,    loudly    vociferated,          i 
I      The    dignity    of     virtue     and    the  quack !  quack !    quack  I     The  turkey,          j 
I  charms  of  lieauty  no  moie  coiild  cull  that  true  native  American  with  iudi- 
[^  or  restrain     the    adventurous    dispo-  genous   consequential  pride,  gobbled          ; 
I  sitiou  of   Mr.    Holmes.     He    let   his  about  calamities  of  foreign  participa-         ! 
I    house  and  boarded  at  various    places  tion.     The  sheep,  aroused  from  their         j 
I  about  town,  passing  liis  leisure    time  quietude    by     the     passing     events,         j 
i'   in  a  variety  of  tidventnres  that  would  looking   askance,  gave  a    contemptu- 
,    pass    for    f.ij-Milous    if    il:ey   had    not  ous   bah !     The    horse    indicated    his 
I  occurred  in  real  life.     He    served  on  course   by     a      racy,     yet     positive         i 
f  the  school  board  for  the    years  1856,  neigh.       Chanticleei',      crefiled     and         | 
I    1864,    and    18G6,    ahvays    acting   as  spurred,  and  red    with    ire,  from    an 
I  chairman.      The    following    extracts  eminence    blew  his    clarion    note    of 
\   from   his  school  rt-poi  ts  arc    interest-  uelia)]ce  ;  and  the    dog  arid  cat,    fra- 
l   ing ;  ternizing    in     the     common      cause, 
*'My  relations  with  the    schools  of  duetted  a      caterwauling     howl     of 
Topsfield  have  been  peculiarly  grate-  execration.          The       bellicose     bull 
ful  the  past  year.     V7ith  no  personal  'tossed  a  horn'  to  the  success  of    the         ; 
paternity    myself,     the     affectionate  enterprise,    while    the  pacific    guinea         ' 
yearnings  of  my    nature  were    trans-  hen  in  the    spirit    of    true  kindliness 
ferred  to  the   children    of    \ny   care,  cried   out   earnestly,    go    back !    go 
who  became  sons    and  daughters    by  back  !  go  back  !       Nor    these    alone, 
adoption,    looking  up  to  me  as   their  for  Trinit\"  River   itself,    that   evan- 
great  supervising  father."  gelical    stream,    swollen    with    rage, 
*'Miss    Anna    C.    D.    Holmes,    of  bursting  forth  m  a  torrent  of  wrath- 
Ipswich,  Vi^ho    although   considered  a  ful  outpouring,  whirled    and    boiled, 
competent  teacher,    did    not   exactly  and    eddied    in     irascible    frothings, 
^nit  the  'city'   people,    who,  nurtured  threatening  the    City  mole  of    *Long 
in  tlie  scliool  of  republican    freedom,  wharf  with  demolition.     To  appease 
''ould  ill   brook    the    stern    discipline  the  tutehu-  Deity     of    the    City,    and 
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relieve  it  from  such  an  impending 
visitation,  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  throw  the  mistress  over- board, 
Jonah-like,  where  upon  a  great  calm 
ensued." 

In  1859  there  was  visiting  in  town 
at  Mrs.  P^lizabeth  Perley's  on  High 
street,  Miss  Abbie  Webster  of 
Wood's  HoU,  Barnstable  County. 
Hither  Mr.  Holmes  wns  wont  to  2:0. 
He  went  with  more  than  ordinary 
regularity  to  see  Miss  VYebster.  but 
great  as  were  his  talents,  sincere  his 
intentions,  and  unbending  his  prob- 
ity, he  was  unnble  to  carry  into  effect 
the  conjunction  which  he  so  anxious- 
ly strove  to  produce.  Mr.  Holm-cs 
came  home  one  da}'  from  visiting  at 
her  home  after  they  had  become 
engaged  and  said  to  Miss  Welch,  his 
housekeeper,  "Miss  Webster  and  I 
are  done.  She  wanted  me  to  give 
her  my  place  before  she  would  marry 
me,  and  I  told  her  I  wouldn't  and 
loe  are  done.'' 

A  man  in  love  is  generally  inac- 
cessible to  argument,  and  he  can 
only  avert  it  by  pursuing  some  new 
object  attractive  both  to  hiuiself  and 
to  his  friends.  But  there  is  some- 
thing in  courage  which  commands 
respect  even  amid  the  bitterness  of 
faction.  Segur  says,  that  i:)eace  is 
the  dream  of  the  wise  ;  war  is  the 
history  of  man.  Youth  listens  with- 
out attention  to  those  who  seek  to 
lead  it  by  the  paths  of  reason  to  hap- 
piness, and  rushes  with  irresistible 
violence  into  the  arms  of  the  phan- 
tom which  lures  it  by  the  light  of 
glory  to  destruction. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Cluuch  in 
Topstield,  haviuiz;  been  achnitted  Nov. 
6,  180,3. 


The  Civil  War  began  in  1861,  anil 
Mr.  Holmes  was  very  active  in 
recruiting  troops  to  enter  the  Federal 
army.  While  he  was  nearly  ten 
years  in  advance  of  the  age  to  be 
drafted,  he  did  enter  the  army  in  the 
spring  of  18C4,  and  remained  during 
that  summer,  being  honored  with  a 
lieutenant's  commission. 

"He  was  so  tall  that  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  keep  him  from  the 
front,  so  he  vv'as  stationed  at  Bos- 
ton and  other  places  as  a  lecruiting 
officer,  which  duty  he  faithfully 
attended  to  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  department." — Salem  Mercury. 

*'The  tallest  man  in  the  British 
army  is  Corporal  Maffit,  who  stands 
six  feet  seven  and  a  half  inches. 
That  is  one  inch  shorter  than  Lieut. 
Holmes  of  Topsfield,  who  has  been 
in  our  army." — Boston  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser. 

On  his  return  home  he  went  to  live 
where  he  first  had  lived  after  being 
married,  in  w4iat  is  now  the  Congra- 
gational  parsonage,  and  cared  for 
the  land  now  knovrn  as  the  '-Holmes 
nro[)erty."  He  owned  a  meadow 
located  "over  the  river"  in  the  ex- 
treme eastern  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  at  the  time  when  horseless 
wagons  were  in  common  use.  The 
hay  must  be  brought  across  the  river 
and  the  oxen  as  they  entered  the 
water  had  been  inclined  to  stop, 
where  upon  it  is  said  Mr.  Holmes 
''hollered  at  them  with  such  powei- 
that  the  vibration  of  the  sound  in  the 
air  struck  the  river  with  such  force 
as  to  divide  the  water  and  his  oxen 
and  wagon  were  wont  to  go  over  on 
dry  land." 

in  187.'^  he  made  hit,  will,  giving 
SoOO   to  the    Congregational    Cluircli 
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as  a  fund  and  the  remaiDlno-  value  of 
his  estate  to  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  styled 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 
This  latter  bequest  was  made  out  of 
respect  to  the  memory  aud  wishes  of 
his  wife,  vAu)  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Roman  (•atholic  Church.  Mr. 
Holmes  had  identified  himself  with 
the  Congregatioual  Church  after  com- 
ing to  this  town,  and  for  a  Un^g  time 
had  given  the  sum  of  $25  per  annum 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel.  By 
his  will  this  gift  was  made  perpetual. 

It  is  singuhir  and  perhaps  highl}' 
gatifying  to  observe  the  ardent  en- 
thusiasm manifested  at  tirst  by  only 
a'few  members  of  the  church  to  avail 
themselves  of  Mr.  Holmes'  house  as 
a  ptirsonage.  The  70th  annual 
return  of  a  day  dearer  to  none  than 
himself  had  already  vanished  and 
soon  Mr.  Holmes  would  leave  his 
house  forever. 

One  afternoon  two  ladies  might 
have  been  seen  looking  from  the 
front  end  window  of  our  Town  hall. 
For  want  of  other  topics  one  of  them 
remarked,  "Vvhrit  a  nice  place  that 
would  be  for  a  parsonage."  The 
parish  hnd  already  been  negotiating 
for  a  parsonngi!  bat  no  one  had  men- 
tioned tliis  house.  Tlie  idea  spi-ead 
rapidly  ;  a  [)aper  was  circulated  and 
money  pledged  for  Mr.  Holmes' 
house.  A  meeting  was  held  where 
the  maxim  that  measures  calculated 
for  the  benefit  of  future  ages  are 
hardly  ever  agreeable  for  all  persons 
in  the  present,    was  clearly  manifest. 

There  were  many  propositions 
^suggested  and  other  places  proposed, 
oin*  of  whicli  was  only  def(>:ited  l)y 
file  moderator's  deeidino;  vote.  It 
•vas  remarkid)le  to   observe  l.h(^  vehe- 


ment contention  that  arose  upon  the 
question  of  purchasing  the  present 
parsonage.  It  surely  was  not  a 
question  of  price.  The  result  which 
followed  was  most  pleasant.  Each 
cue  joined  to  make  it  a  parsonage 
claimed  by  every  one.  The  papers 
were  drawn  ;  conditions  settled,  and 
that  was  all. 

Mr.  Holmes  passed  away  ere  the 
house  had  been  used  for  the  purpose 
intended.  He  died  Wednesday  even- 
ing, July  14,  1886,  aged  74  years, 
8  months,  14  days.  The  funeral  was 
held  the  following  Saturday  at  the 
house. 

The  following  notice  of  his  death 
appeared  in  Salem  Mercury  : 

'*TiiE   Tallest    Man  in    Ni:w    Eng- 
land Dead  in  Topsfield. 

Charles  H.  Holmes,  Esq.,  of  Tops- 
field,  well  and  favorably  known 
thoroughout  Essex  Count3%  died  at 
his  home  in  Topsfield  at  1 1  o'clock 
last  Wednesday  night.  He  had  been 
sick  for  several  months.  Some  time 
ago  he  sustained  serious  injuries  by 
being  thrown  frou)  a  wjigon  and  last 
week  was  slightly  sun  struck,  which 
doubtless  hastened  his  death.  For 
years  he  was  a  contributor  to  the 
press,  his  productions  in  the  main 
being  of  a  poetical  character.  He 
was  a  widower,  his  wife  having  died 
many  years  before.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  townsmen,  aud 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church." 

His  practice  at  the  bar,  though 
limited,  manifested  knowledge  of  the 
law.  His  ability  far  excelled  his 
judgment,  but  his  energy  of  charac- 
ter has  unquestionably  left  .an  inilu- 
ence  in  tlu'  historv  of  this  town.      In 
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force   of     expression    and    sarcastic  tion  nor  directed  toward  objects  per- 
power  he  wjis  paramount  among    his   maneut  or  compatible  with  his  higher 
conteropora-ries.    but  his   intelligence   education. 
was  not    appropriated     with    diacrc- 
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Poem^  I 

By  C.  H.   Holmes.  j 

THK   AMERICAN  FLAG. 
Written  for  a  I'^ointh  of  July  celebration  in  18G1. 


Flag  of  my  country,  hail,  all  bail  ! 

As  floats  thy  ensign  to  the  gale, 

Thy  star-lit  blue,    thy  unique  stripes. 

Our  Union  nnd  redemption  types — 

All  bail,  I  sny,  oil  hail  to  thee. 

Palladium  of  our  Liberty!  < 

How  swells  the  heart,  how  beams  the  eye, 

A«  we  I'ccall  a  scene  gone  by ;  j 

V/hcn  fust  had  dirwaed  our  nation's  sun — 

Our  Independence  iirst  was  won — 

A  conqueror  thou  in  Freedom's  war, 

And  drawn  in  Mnrs'  triumphnl  car — 

On  that  glad  da\'  we  celebrate 

The  great  epochal  of  our  fate, 

Which  all  our  thronging  memories  fix 

At  July  Fourth,  year  Seventy-six. 

In  later  times,  though  less  the  stake. 

Victor  on  land,  and  sea,    and  lake. 

From  'neath  thy  folds  went  up  the  cry 

Of  glor}^  and  of  victory. 

Whate'er  the  gage,  whatever  the  foe — 

Of  liritain  or  of  Mexico — 

Thris  runs    thy  record  with  those  powers  : 

''V^'e've  met  tlie  fov'  and  they  are  ours\" 
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Nobly  hast  thou  sustained  our  cause 
In  all  our  policies  and  wars  ; 
Gaining  respect  at  home,  abroad, 
With  civilized  and  savage  horde, 
And  e'er  maintaining  thy  first    stand, 
The  pride  and  glory  of  our  land  ! 

Now  clouds  and  darkness  round  us  lower, 
Yet,  guarded  by  a  spirit  power, 
That  sainted  and  departed  band, 
The  hero  fathers  of  our  land  ; 
Invoking,  too,  our  father's  God. 
We'll  * 'bless  the  hand  and  kiss   the  rod," 
And  wearing  sackcloth  'neath  our  mail, 
Armed  at  allpoints  our  foe  assail. 

Shades  of  our  sires,  ye  mighty  dead, 
Heroes  vvhom  Washington  hath  led, 
Who  helped  our  Union  fabric  rear, — 
Patriot  spirits,  now  appear,  - 

And,  like  the  spirit  Cid  of  yore. 
In  all  our  battles  go  before  ! 

God  of  our  sires,  "who  brought  them  up'* 
Oh,  pass  from  us  this  bitter  "cup" — 
This  bitter  cup  with  passions  rife. 
The  jarring  elements  of  strife  ; 
If  not  for  ours  for  their  sake  save 
The  Union  thou  the  fathers  gave — 
Hold  in  thy  right  hand  still   those  "stars" 
And  save  us  from  domestic  wars. 

Walk  still  midst  these  thy   "candlesticks,'* 
And  so  o'errule  our  politics 
That  we  shall  be  united,  free, 
From  lake  to  gulf,  from  sea  to  sea ! 


WILD  GOOSE  POND. 

Near  my  old  house,  and  be  it  known 
That  I've  the  oldest  house  in  town, 
Numbering  full  two  hundred  years 
As  by  the  record  here  appears, 
Tho'  some  versed  in    traditions  lore 
Say  'twas  a  fort-house  years  before 
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And  for  a  })iir60i)uge  built  anew, 

Such  too  is  the  Emerson  vie\r 

Who  have  ])ossessed  the  same  estate 

Since  Seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-ei«;ht, 

Buying  it  of  the  Capen  heirs 

Or  who  had  charge  of  their  affairs. 

The  Emersons  we  think  would  know 

Whether  or  not  the  thing  was  so. 

The  old  house  stands  on  rising  ground 

And  is  as  straight  as  can  be  found, 

Resembling  much,  Fort-House  in  Yo^'k, 

Concerning  which  has  been  much  talk. 

A  photograph  of  which  you'll  see 

In  Harper's  New  England  History. 

It  has  a  Puritanic  look 

Rather  of  Holland,  not  mistook, 

Of  which  we  have  the  amplest  proof 

In  the  projecting  front  and  roof. 

And  built  thus  out  of  compliment 

To  Holland,  where  the  Pilgrims  went 

When  persecuted  to  the  stake 

They  fled  for  their  religion's  sake 

And  spent  twelve  years  v/ith  their  Dutch  friends. 

And  here  their  persecution  ends. 

For  Holland  was  the  only  place  - 

That  had  a  free  religion  base, 

The  only  State  in  Europe  too 

That  dared  promu)n;atc  tliis  l)road  viev.-. 

Were  I  disposed  I  could  say  more 

About  the  house,  its  chimney,  floor, 

Or  the  firm  brick  clay  mortar  wall 

Sufficient  to  resist  a  ball  ; 

Of  the  low  door,  which  here  has  swung 

Two-hundred  years  since  first  'twas  hung. 

And  all  of  the  et  cetera 

Connected  with  it  any  way, 

But  time  and  space  will  not  allow 

Of  a  more  full  description  now. 

Near  the  old  house  there  is  a  pond 
Not  like  the  Scottish  Lake  Lomond, 
But  a  smallish  bit  of  water 
Six  square  rods  or  such  a  matter. 
Though  in  the  Spring  time  tlowing  o'er 
Full  out  an  acre's  space  or  more 
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And  then  the  boys  rig  out  their  crafts 
In  tiny  boats  and  treacherous  rafts, 
And  in  the  Winter  far  and  vnde 
The  boys  and  girls  come  here  to  slide  ; 
And  then  it  is  a  famous  place 
For  all  of  the  aquatic  race, 
And  every  kind    of  varmint  thing 
Which  harmless  is  without  a  sting. 
The  naturalist  in  this  abode 
Will  find  the  frog,  snake,  turtle,  toad. 
The  hunter  finds  the  m.usquash  rat 
By  which  the  hatter  makes  the  hat. 
Sporting  fisherman  will  find 
Fishes  of  almost  every  kind, 
For  I  have  found  in  ra}^  research 
Shiners,  roach   pickerel  and  perch  ; 
How  they  first  came  there,  1   suppose 
'Twas  on  the  misty  wind  that  blows. 
Some  years  ago,  perhaps  'twas  six. 
The  time  I  can't  exactly  fix, 
Some  strangers  of  the  quashie  race 
Arrived  here  at  this  central  place, 
And  built  their  home,  and  formed  their  nest, 
And  seemed  determined  here  to  rest. 
Of  course  these  strangers  made  a  stir 
With  their  perfume  and  garb  of  fur. 
Resembling  much  the  modern  belle 
Til  their  'fumed  habits  and  their  smell. 
The  modern  beau,  too,  if  you  please. 
Redolent  with  his  scented  grease. 
At  first  the  quash  was  very  sly 
When  any  person  came  too  nigh. 
But  when  a  little  artless  girl 
With  laughing  eye  and    sunny  curl, 
Had  made  the  quashies  comprehend. 
She  was  their  real  social  friend. 
By  placing  'fore  them  bread  and  meat, 
The  quashies  then  came  out  to  eat : 
Which  verifies  the  simple  fact, 
And  by  the  Bible  too  is  backed. 
That  in  proportion  as  we're  kind. 
The  lavfs  of  love  all  nature  bind. 
"  It  was  so  surely  at  the  first 
Before  tlie  earth  by  hate  was  cursed. 
And  will  be  inspired  prophets  say, 
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On  tiie  groat  milliuiiial  dt\y, 

Whe5.i  with  the  wolf  the  lamb  will  feed. 

And  these  a.  little  child  .shall  lead. 

So  here  these  musks'.uiash  sly  aud  v/ild 

Were  tamed  and  petted  by  a  child. 

Now  rii  relate  just  ho^v  it  came 

That  *'Wild  Goose  Fond"  obtained  its  name. 

A  wild  goose  wearied  by  its  Sight 

Lit  in  this  pond  and  spent  the  night, 

And  just  before  the  break  of  day 

Spread  its  broad  wings  and  sped  away. 

And  from  this  eircnmstance  arose 

"Wild  Goose  Pond's"  name,  with  this  I  close 


MY  LOVE  FOR  THEE. 

My  love  for  thee  is  infinite, 

It  is  wy  solace  and  delight. 

Where'ere  I  go,  wliat'ere  I  do, 

The  v/orkVs  a  void  without  thee  too. 

Inspired  by  th}^  angelic  face. 

Indeed  thy  every  charming  grace. 

The  simplest  act  in  thee  I  see 

Pe r f ectioii ' s  w ork — D  i v i n i ty . 

Thy  heart's  affection  is  a  mine 

Where  princely  wealth  doth  sure  combine 

Far  more  than    I  conceived  could  be 

Enveloped  in  mortality. 

Than  which  the  fancies'  light  can   beam 

Is  but  a  faint  expiring  gleam. 

Darling !   I  love  thee,  yea.  adore, 

With  seraph's  lyre  could  I  say  more? 

My  life  !  my  hope  I  my  harp  !  thou  art, 

The  cherished  nnisic  of  my  heart. 


BLACK  SELIM. 


Topsfield,  April  4,  1858. 
Editor  NEWiu^'.vrosrr  liERALn  : — At  the  earnest  reipiost  of  my  neighbors, 
superadded    to  my    own    appreciation   of    "departed  wtnth,"  i  have    been 
induced  to  write  in  ''otYhand  verse,"  an  elegy    on  nr,  old  and  faithful  horse. 


I' 
^  t 
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h'Black  Selim,"  who  died  in    his    thirty-sixth   year,  and  who  had  gained  a 

I '^Bucephaline"    notoriety    not     only    in  Topsfield,    but  ''the  whole    region 

r' round  about."     Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  insert  it  in  your  paper,  and 

[.oblige 

!  Your  obedient  servant, 

I  C.  H.  Holmes. 

No  common  merit  I  rehearse, 
But  dedicate  ray  humble   verse 
To  eulogize  an  equine  friend  ; 
And  of  his  death  this  notice  send. 

"Black  Selim's"  days  are  passed  and  gone  ; 

He  died  of  asje  last  Monday  morn,  ] 

And  lies  where  oft  he  took  his  ease,  i 

Between  two  stately  ashen    trees. 

He  was  lamented  through  the  town, 

For  everywhere  was  he  well  known  ; 

And  when  we  named  "the  old  black  horse," 

All  knew  just  what  he  meant,  "of  course." 

He  was  the  village  patriarch, 

The  theme  of  wonder  and  remark, 

And  everywhere  his  shape  and  age 

Were  criticised  b}' jockey's  sage. 

He  was  permitted  free  to  range, 

A  better  horse  all  round  the  o-range. 

By  road  and    common  ne'er  was  seized,  j 

But  cropped  the  grass  just  where  he  pleased  ;  | 

Incurring  only  one  disgrace,  j 

Of  "creeping  through  a  narrow  place;" 

'Twas  mere  conjecture,  for  his  stay 

Was  ne'er  prolonged  till  break  of  day  ; 

But  circumstantial  proof  was  strong,  i 

From  certain  vestiges  along  ;  | 

Unlike  to  some  who  scrapes  get  in,  j 

He  always  could  get  out  again.  ': 

If  Spartan  virtue  were  the  rule. 

He  surely  was  "more  rogue  than    fool." 

His  color  was  of  blackest  hue. 

Except  when  old,  quite  gray  he  grew  ; 

From  head  to  foot,  in  all  his  points. 

His  ^'make"  wos  perfect  to  his  joints  ; 

And  all  allowed,  both  far  and  near. 

That  no  horse  e'er  had  iiner  ear. 

He  ne'er  indulged  in  vicious  tricks. 
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Like  many  horses,  nor  in  kicks  ; 
I  But  without  "hiteliiiig"  always  stood, 

I  And  as  you'd  like,    so  was  his  mood. 

j  Was  fleet  in  gig,  and  sure  on  back, 

;  Could  ramble,  canter,  gallop,  rack  ; 

Was  full  of  frolic  and  of  fun, 
Yet  kind,  and  ever  prompt  to  run  ; 
He  was  just   suited  to  my  mind. 
I  His  equal  I  shall  never  find; 

:  Was  old,  well  tried,  thus  doubly  dear, 

Though  in  his  six-and-thirtieth  year ; 
And  owned  by  me  full  twenty-orae, 
I  As  by  his  pedigiee  is  shown. 

I  One  Billy  Emerson  I  arn  told, 

\  Kept  him  until  tliirteen  years  old, 

1  A  year  aftei'  his  death  or  so, 

!  (And  'twas  in  'oo  I  know,) 

j  I  bought  him,  and  this  time  will  bring 

I  His  age  to  thirty-six  this  Spring. 

I  This  horseman  said  he  vras  the  best 

Of  all  the  steeds  he  e'er  possessed  ; 
;  And  he  had  owned  his  thousands,  too, 

^  .  And  such  a  hon  e  be  never  knew. 

i  The  wondrous  'scapes  that  I  could  tell, 

}  By  road  and  field  that  me  befell, 

I  Up  hill  and  down,  through   mnd  and  mire, 

'  'Cross  rivers  deep,  and  ditches  dire, 

And  all  the  freaks  I  conld  relate, 
Would  make  one  langii  at  an}"  rate. 
How  oft  I've  rode  like  one  bewitched. 
And  b}'  the  sport  did  feel  euriclied, 
Boys  running  out  to  see  the  canter. 
Like  that  of  the  famed  *^Tam  O'Shanter," 
'  And  though  I've  met  the  middle  age, 

Uy  maxim  should  be  tame  and  sage, 
AYhich  sa3's,  "at  fort\  tame  or   never," 
Yet  I  like  races  well  as  ever. 
1  never  readied  the    ''Hovey  Place," 
Without  enjoying  one  good  race  ; 
There  is  a  long  and  level  plain, 
Before  this  little  farm  I  gain, 
A  steep  and  quite  a  sandy  hill. 
Near  by  a  bridged  and  rippling    rill, 
Called  from  the  tenants  of  the  nook, 
By  common  parlance, ''Oallop's  Brook;" 
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Aud  lies  about  a  mile  or  so, 

From  Topsfieldville  as  north  you  go. 

Ere  this  was  reached  he  9lo\?ly  went, 

As  if  upon  some  fell  intent ; 

One  would  have  thought  him  in  a  doze. 

Seeing  between  his  legs  and  nose : 

I  knew  him  well — 'twas  his    cunning. 

Piicing  slo\Yly  for  his  running. 

The  summit  gained,  he  made  a  leap, 

And  down  he  dashed  the  hill-side    steep, 

O'er  the  wide  bridge  he  madly  rushed, 

And  up  another  hill  he  pushed, 

With  such  furious  pace  and  clatter. 

The  people  cried,  ''What's  the  matter?" 

The  frogs  dived  quickly  in  the  stream, 

The  birds  flew  off  with  frightened  scream, 

The  dogs  ruslied  out  with  bark  and   yell, 

And  horse  and  dogs  all  v.ent  pell-mell  ; 

Up  went  the  windows,  from  the  doors 

The  hats  were  swung  with  deaf'ning  roars, 

*'With  bark  and    whoop,"  and  loud  halloo. 

The  hills  re-echoed  "go  it,  go," 

The  gig  was  tossed  with  direful  squeak, 

Threatening  the   vehicle  to  break, 

Sometimes  on  two  wheels,  then  on  one, 

Yet  right  side  up  I  always  won. 

Fond  memory  delights  to  trace 

My  trusty  friend  in  cosy  pace, 

Associated  from  raj'  youth, 

In  every  phase  in  life  in  truth  :  } 

1  call  to  mind  the  truth  far  back, 

When  he  vyos  styled  the  '■'bonny  black," 

With  ease  could  trot  from  my  own  door 

To  Alfred,  seventy  miles  or  more ; 

Each  day  could  draw  his  cord  of  wood 

Two  miles  five  times  from  where  he  stood  ; 

And    when  grown  old  he  ne'er  would  flag. 

But  was  the  same  prompt  racing  nag. 

When  thirty-two  he  drew  a  ton 

Eight  miles  an  hour,  myself  therein  ; 

And  e'en  last  Fall  w"heu  on  a  tour. 

He  trotted  full  eight  miles  the  hour. 

And  never  needed  whip  or  spur, 

Whate'er  the  distance,  near  or  far  ; 

And  yet  his  size  and  weiijht  were  small, 
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Bein-^  eight:  huudred — that  wes  a)i. 

Indeed  lie  \vi»s  a  iDatchless  steed, 

And  well  deserved  ihc  "olive  7iieed," 

Outstripping  till  o^'  his  compeers 

In  strength,  and  bottom,  speed  and  years. 

Ab  he  who  nt  the  Ol^-mply.  race. 

By  fcome  liiisi'ortime  lo^it  his  place  ; 

His  steeds  perfoDX'.ed  the  accustovned  round, 

And  by  tiie  judges  then  vvere  crowned  ; 

Although  my  seat  I.  ne'er  have  lost, 

Or  ever  fro  in  my  sertt  been  tost. 

And  Mlways  Qov.ld.  my  steed  restrain, 

Or  prompt  hinj  to  the  racing  vein. 

And  ever  had  him  tit  comma!"id, 

With  tightenod  rein,  and  "well  on  band," 

Still  let. his  deeds  emblazoned   be, 

The  ^nao.d  to  him  and  not  to  me, 

SuOicient  piiiise  for  me  to    own 

Tiie  bcbt  of  steeds,  and  this  alone. 

Although  soriK;  persons  may  say  fie 

At  my  seulipjentality, 

Yetl  this  weakness  will  confess. 

For  "Serim''.>"  death  in  stoic  virtue  brave, 

1  dropt  a  tenr  upon  his  grave. 


FOR  SALE. 

Who  ever  vsants  a  country  scat, 
Removed  from  summer's  dust  and  heat, 
With  a  wide  common  right  between 
The  road  ami  house  in  livinj^  crreen. 
Shaded  by  stately  ashen  trees 
And  shut  out  from  the  noxious  breeze, 
Let  liim  just  leave  the  country  road 
Ajid  step  across  lo  my    abode, 
A  view  of  wliich  will  here  be  seen 
A  photogra])hic  view  I  wean. 

Terms  easy  to  the  man  who'd  buy, 
At  any  rate  oiie  can  but  try. 

C.    H.    HOLMKS, 

Topsfield,  May   1^5,    1885. 

jSalem    Gazette. 


"^ 


105 


T^ 


u 


1^1  iJ  1 


AT  AUCTION. 


ThQ  Heirs  of  Stephen  Perley  say 

On  THURSDAY,  23(i  of  May, 

At  10  A.  M.,  tbay'll  sell  th'estate 

Of  Stephen  P.,  of  Topsfleld  Jate. 

This  Farm  lies  in  a  quiet  nooli, 

Almost  surrounded  by  Pyo-Brook, 

Save  on  the  line  to  this  abode, 

Alonp:  Low's  Mill  and  Boxford  road; 

And  is  about  a  mile  or  so 

From  Topsfleld  Church  as  K'orth  you  go; 

Though  to  the  farthest  point,  by  Clapp'e, 

The  distance  is  two  miles,  perhaps, 

Containing,  as  the  Deeds  express. 

One  hundred  Acres,  more  or  lens. 

Here  on  this  ancient  place  one  finds 

The  soils  and  growths  of  different  kinds, 

Peat,  Pasture,  Wood,  Field,  Meadow  Land, 

From  fertile  Boil  to  barren  sand, 

These  we'vo  Brranged  in  shape  and  sisc, 

To  suit  the    purchaser  who  buys 

From  thirty  acres  down  to  three, 

Just  as  the  quality  may  be. 

The  man  who'd  like  a  quiet  life, 

(Save  love-spats  from  his  darling   wife,) 

And  farm,  or  hunt,  or  sport  the  brook. 

Will  just  turn  in  and  take  a  look. 

Terras,  one-fifth  Cash,  the  auction  day. 

The  rest,  in  thirty  days  to  pay. 

To  see  this  farm,  whoever  comes, 

Will  please  to  call  on  C.   H.  HOLMES, 

Or.  on  your  servant,  S.  D.  HOOD, 

Who's  Auctioneer,  'tis  understood. 

S.  D.  HOOD,  Auctioneer. 
Topsfleld,  Trisy   11,  1867. 
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TTJbe  McKeia^cie  Kanaily  in.  TopBfield. 

Bj^  Alfred  McKenzie. 

Read  before  the  Historical  Society  by  Miss  Marietta  Cliirk. 

The  ancestors   of   the    subject   of  gle     with     both   the    Xortlieni    autl 

this   paper   were     racially    traceable  Southern    Picts,    the    Scots    bccanu; 

back  to  the    Scots  who    came  by    the  master  of  the    country,    and    in    843 

way  of  Spain  into    Ireland    early    in  A.  D.  crowued  Kenneth, '*the  hardy'' 

the    Christian     era,    for     when     St.  King  of  the  Scots,  down   by  tlie  Scot 

Patrick,  the  Italian    missionary,  was  water  or  Forth. 

there  in  the  tiflh  century,  he  speaks  This  is  tlie  event  known  iii  iiis- 
of  them  as  tlie  Regcels  (Rulers)  and  tory  as  the  Scottish  conquest. 
of  the  common  people  as  Hyberni-  The  stone  upon  whicii  this  kin;?:; 
gcnal.  The  name  Scot,  rendered  was  crowned  was  called  Lia  Fiul  or 
from  Celtic,  means  Wanderer  but  *'Stonc  of  Destiny."  It  was  carried 
taken  from  the  German  of  Scythia  to  England  by  pAlward  the  Plrst  in 
(Scutten)  would  signify  Scythian  the  year  1296,  and  now  forms  a  part 
race.  But  certainly  they  were  a  verv  of  the  coronation  seat.  Queen 
energetic  people  and  remarkable  for  Victoria  v;as  crowned  upon  it. 
making  room  for  themselves  as  they  The  crest  and  armoiial  bearinos 
ruled  the  country  till  it  took  the  name  of  the  family  this  paper  concerns, 
of  Scotia  and  retained  it  for  many  appears  none  other  than  that  of  the 
centuries.  Scots.  The  crest  vvas  the  face  of 
About  the  sixth  century  they  wan-  the  sun  in  a  halo  of  light ;  and  the 
dered  into  A.rgyleshire,  a  district  of  armorial  bearings,  a  shield  held  by 
the  country  known  since  the  eighth  two  persons ;  one  liand  holds  the 
century  as  Scotland.  They  increas-  shield  and  the  other  a  lighted  torch. 
cd  there  in  numbers  till  tiiey  formed  Upon  th.e  shield  a  buck's  hend  ;  all  of 
the  kingdom  of  Dalsiade.  Thus  of  which  was  crowned  by  a  helmet, 
there  came  to  be  three  kingdoms  beneath  inscribed  in  latin  "Lucio  non 
within  the  bounds  of  North  Britain,  Uro"  (f^igiit,  not  Darkness). 
that  of  the  Northern  Picts,  or  people  When  in  the  year  81  of  tiie  r;hris- 
of  the  woods.  Southern  Picts  and  tian  era,  Agricola  invaded  North 
the  Scots.  Britain,  it  was  inhabited  by  twenty- 
Sometime  near  the  beginning  of  one  aboriginal  tribes  or  clans. 
the  eighth  century  {IW  A.  D.)  the  The  introduction  of  clanship  and 
Northern  Picts  cuiarreled  and  went  to  tartans  seems  to  be  beyond  the  reach 
war  with  the  Southern  Picts  The  of  history,  but  Logan  in  his  Scottibh 
Scots  were  appealed  to  and  gave  aid  (^ael  gives  the  following  extract 
to  the  Northern  Picts ;  thus  began  a  from  the  charge  and  discharge  of 
war  which  lasted  more  than  a  cen-  John  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  tre:isurer 
tury.  A  reverse  to  the  Scots  indiu*-  to  ivini^  James  III,  1471  : 
ed  them  to  call  over  their  kindred  "•Ane  ehn^  and  ane  h:dve  of  blue 
from  Ireland,  and  after  a  long  strug-  Tartane  to    Ivne    his  i>owne  of    cloth 
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Jofoold."                        £1  10s  (Scots),  from  John,    Earl    of   Ross,  is    1463. 

I  have    not  been    able  to  ascertain  After  the  forfeiture    of  the    Lords  of  ; 

the  exact  number  of   clans    in    Scot-  the  Isles,  the  clan,   like  all  others   in  j 

Hand.       In      a     little  book     entitled  the  west,  became  iudependent.  | 

I  "The  Scottish  Claus"  I  find   a    map  There    is  a   tradition  in  the    Mac-  j 

I  of  Scotland    divided  into  clans  in  the  Kenzie    family   that    the     Topsfield  | 

i  lOth   century,     with    the     names    of  MacKenzies    are    directly  descended  j 

i  thirty-one    written     below,    probably  from  the  Earl  of  Seaforth.  i 

I  the  principiilones,  as  many  more    are  The  fightiuiii:  force  of  the  MacKen-  i 

I  marked  out  on  the  map.     The    same  zies  is  ti;iven  by  Forbes  as  2500  men,  j 

I  book  gives  a  list   of  niuety-six    clans  adding  tliose  of  the  Earl  of  Cromarty  | 

f  and  families  with  their  tartans.  and  the  Lairds  of  Gairloch,  Skatwell, 

I       Far  up  in  the  north  of  Scotland  we  Killcowie,    Eedcastle  and  Comrie,  all 

i  find    the    clan    of    MacKenzie.     The  MacKenzies.  | 

I  descent  of  the  chief  of  this  clan —  The   war   cry    of    the  r'.IacKenzies  j 

r  ,  -^     _-.           ,                     T^     ,       .     ,  was  "Tulach  Ard,"  a    mountain  near  | 

I   ^^^^^e""«t^b     great     Earl    ot    the  ^^^^j^    Donnan,  the    strong    hold    of  \ 

i  ,r„     t  ^' -,  ^' ,  r      ,   r^,  ^1       ,1    the  clan  anciently.  I 

I  The  Lord^ot  Loch  Carron,    Glensheil        ^j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  MacKenzies  and  i 

I  andSeatorth  MacLeansVas    in  Gaelic  "'Cuilion,"  ; 

t.  is  of  pure  Scoto-Gaelic  descent,  with   in  English  "'Holly."  j 

I  a  strain  of  Irish  as  asserted  b}'  Doug-        I  do  not  know    the  extent  of  their  | 

I  las  and  others.  lands,    but  there  were  but  two    clans  \ 

[       Colin,  eleventh  chief,  fousfht  brave-    north  of  them.  i 

I  ly  for  Queen    Mary    at  the  battle    of        The      great     attachment     of     the 

i  l.iani»,3i(le.    for    w^hich  he    was    after-    clansmen  to  their    chieftain  is  shown 

f  wards      pardon(;d     by     the     Regent   by  the  following  incident-    '"In    177S 

I  Murray.  Edinburgh  was  startled  by  what   was 

I       Kenneth,  his    eldest   son    by    Bar-   known  as    the    ''Affair  of    the   "Wild 

I  bara  Grant  of  thai  ilk,  wiis    raised  to    Macraes,"    some  hundreds    of   whom 

i   the  peerage    in    1609    as  Lord    Mac-    had  enrolled    in   the    Seaforth    Rogi- 

I   kenzie  of  Kintail.    Colin,  their  eldest   ment  of  Highlanders   formed  in  1778 

I   son,  v/as  created  Earl  of    Seaforth  in    by  Kenneth,    the    Earl    of  that  title 

I    1623.  (**that  is,  the  head  of  the  iSIacKenzie 

j        In  Robertson's  "Index  of   Missing   clan")  and  which    mutinied  at    Edin- 

I    Charters"  there  is  a  Crown  charter  of   burgh  on    hearing  that  they  had  been 

I    Confirmation    by    David    II    for    the   sold  to  the  East  India  company. 

I    lands  of  '"Kintale"    ni    1344    when  a        General    Skene,    Lord   Maedonald 

5    grant   of    that   and     other    lands  by    and  others    proved   to    the    men  thit 

I    AVilliam,  Earl    of  Ross,    to  Reginald,    their  complaints  were  groundless  and 

son    of    Roderick   de    Insulis,    dated    the  aflair  was  settled.     The  regiment 

1342,     4th  Jidy    is     confirmed.     In    then  marched,  with  pipes  playing,  to 

\    .MacKenzie's    'Tlistory  of  the  Clan"    Holy  rood,   and  afterwards    sailed  for 

I    the  earliest    date    which    can    be    as-    India  on  what    proved  a  fatal  voyage 

S    signed  for  its    acquisition    of  Kintail    to  the  MacKenzies  and  Macraes,  for 
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ere  St.  Helena  was  in  sight  Lord  arriving  below  decks  both  Avere  put 
Seafortb  died  and  Mien  a  great  grief,  in  irons.  Ordinarily  their  social  j 
with  homesickness,  fell  upon  his  position  would  have  kept  them  free  j 
clansmen,  so  of  the  thousand  who  from  such  a  seizure  and  they  little  j 
sailed  from  the  J3ritish  Isles,  230  expected  such  treatment.  In  due  I 
perished  at  sea,  and  only  390  were  time  the  transport  put  to  sea  and  \ 
able  to  carry  arms  when  they  began  Enoch  and  his  companion  were  put  j 
the  march  to  Chingh'put.  under    military    drill.     To  this    they       ] 

From  the  history  of  the  MacKenzie  concluded,  for  their  present  comfort,  j 
clan  we  will  now  pass  to  that  of  our  to  submit,  but  to  tight  for  P^ngland  j 
Topsfield  IMaoKenzies.  against  America,  never.  j 

Knoch    MacKenzie,    the    father  of       Arriving  on  the    American    coast. 
John  and  grandfather  of  John's  pro-  the     transport   was    pursued    by    au 
geny,  was  born  i)j    Inverness,    Scot-  American  privateer  and  taken.  When 
land,  about  the  year  seventeen    bun-  taken  the  two  young  men  were  found 
dred    and    fifty-eight,     and  was    the  below  in  irons.     P2noch   always    con- 
second  son  of  a    family  of  five  child-  gratulated    himself    and    praised    his 
ren,  three    sous    and  two   daughters,  companion  for  their  decisions.  When 
The  oldest   son,    in  accordance    with  the}^    were     called     for    action    they 
the  custom  of  that  country  and   Eng-  refused   to  obey    and    not   even    the 
land  in  families  of  some  means,    was  threat   of   suffering     the    penalty  of 
provided  for  b}^  giving  him  a  military  traitors  would  induce  them  to  comply, 
education.     Thus  was  Alexander  the  They    were   therefore    ironed  below, 
oldest    trained,    finally    entering    the  The    transport  was    taken    into    Bos- 
army  with  the  commission  of  a    lieu-  ton   harbor   and  a    part  of   the   crew     j 
tenant.     The  second  son,  Enoch,  was  were  sent  to    Salem    as  prisoners    of     ; 
sent  to  Edinburgh    for   a    university  war.     Among  these  was  Enoch.     At     ' 
course  preparatory  for  some    profes-  that  early  time  of  the  war  there    was     ; 
sion.     In  the  early  part  of  his  course,  no    particular      provision     made    for 
war  between  England  and  the  Amer-  detaining  prisoners  of  war  except  in     ■ 
icau  colonies  began  and  the  lieutenant  the  large   towns,    and    they    relieved     t 
was  called  into  the    service  and    sent  themselves    and    the    tedium    of    the     1 
to  America.      At  that  time  the  Clyde  prisoners,  by  allowing    themselves  to     i 
was  navigable    only  to  Greenock    tor  be  selected  by    farmers    to  work    for     i 
vessels    of    any     considerable    size,  their  board  till    exchanged.     Out    of     \ 
A        transport         having        arrived  an  early  number    sent  to  Salem,    INIr.     i 
bound  for  the  American    colonies,  to  Emerson,    who  resided    at  the    north     ; 
take  the   mails  and     by    [)ress-gangs  end  of  the  common  in  Topsfield,  had 
to  replenish   the    English    army    and  selected    one    who  was  of    a  dignified 
navy,  Enoch,  with  a  college  compan-  bearing  and  a  gentleman    of    culture. 
ion,  went   down    to  deliver  onboard  Hearing  of   another    arrival,  the    fol- 
the  transport,    letters  to    his    brother  lowing    market  day.      iMr.   Emerson, 
the   lieutenant.       They     were     very  wishing  to   find  a  fit  associate  for  the 
courteously   received    and  invited    to  one    he    had,    called    to    view    them. 
go  below  and  ins}>ect  the  vessel.     On  Seeing  one  of  a  more    intelligent  east 
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than  the  I'CBt  althoui^h  quite  young, 
he  approached  him,  informing  him  of 
his  desire,  with  which  the  priso)\er 
readily  complied.  Mr.  Emerson 
with  his  selection  started  upon  his 
journey  home.  Soon  en<>;agiu.g  him 
ill  conversation  he  found  iiis  judge- 
ment fully  confirmed.  When  arriv- 
iug  near  the  end  of  their  journey, 
just  before  turning  off  the  main 
street  to  the  houL^e,  the  first  prisoner, 
in  his  anxiet}'  to  leai-n  the  news, 
which  in  those  times  traveled  slowly, 
had  v/alked  out  to  meet  Mr.  Emer- 
son ;  just  as  the}^  were  abreast,  the 
young  man  having  f].nished  an  earn- 
est conversation,  turned  his  head  to 
the  pedestrian  and  sp.ang  directly 
upon  him.  Mr.  Emerson  was  at 
first  dumbfounded,  but  in  a  moment 
relieved  and  delighted  at  hearing 
Enoch  exclaim  "brother — Alexan- 
der" !  Here  was  his  brother  the 
lieutenant,  who  had  been  previously 
taken  prisoner,  and  was  awaiting  an 
exchange  of  officers  of  his  grade. 
Up  to  this  time  the  English  had 
refused  exchange  on  double  grounds  ; 
first  that  vre  were  rebels  ;  second  a 
like  commission  of  ours  was  not  an 
equivalent  of  theirs.  This  delay 
gave  ample  time  for  the  two  brothers 
to  deliberate  upon  their  future  course. 
Alexander  could  see  no  possible 
chance  for  the  colonies,  in  their 
weakness,  to  succeed  against  so 
powerful  a  nation  as  England,  and  in 
case  of  failure  if  he  entered  our  ser- 
vice his  fate  would  be  the  gallows. 
The  younger  had  determined  from 
the  first  to  enlist  in  the  American 
service  during  the  war,  however  it 
might  terminate,  but  to  remain  with 
his  brother  till  the  question  of  his 
exchanoe  should  be    settled.     When 


at  length  that  occurred,  Alexander 
appended  the  condition,  that  he,  hav- 
ing relations  in  the  American  Army, 
would  accept  an  exchange  only  on 
the  condition,  that  he  be  assio;ned  to 
the  East  India  service  dui'ing  the 
continuance  of  the  American  war. 
This  was  complied  with  and  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  letters  received 
from  him  dated  fi-ora  that  place. 
Enoch  immediately  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  army,  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge. 

TopsCcld  being  the  only  town  in 
which  he  liad  made  acquaintances 
he  therefore  passed  his  furloughs 
there  and  some  of  his  time  in  a  fam- 
ily of  one  of  its  soldiers,  an  acquain- 
tance formed  in  the  arm}',  and  who 
had  daughters.  This  led  to  an  event 
which  is  not  uncommon  to  vouuo; 
men,  even  today,  which,  in  the  sum 
of  time  crystallized  into  six  entieties, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
John,  William  and  Abraham;  Catha- 
rine, Susan  and  Mary.  John  was 
born  during  his  father's  brief  resi- 
dence in  Topsfield.  the  others  in 
Londonderry,  N.  II.,  where  he  re- 
mained till  his  family  exceeded  the 
capacit}'  of  his  farm,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Waltham,  Vermont,  where 
he  and  his  family,  except  John, 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
John  remained  in  Topsfield  till  he 
went  to  an  apprenticeship  with  a 
wheelwright,  in  Lynn.  At  the  end 
of  that  service,  he  married  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  business  of  his 
trade  in  Limn ;  but,  possessing  a 
marked  mechanical  genius,  he  soon 
added  that  of  carpentry,  joinery  and 
millwright,  which  trades  he  siu'ees;s- 
fuUy  followed  several  years  till    in- 
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duced  to  purchase  a  farm  in  Tops- 
field  and  move  there.  At  this  time 
he  had  two  children,  having  soon 
after  attained  his  majority  married 
Elizabeth  Searle,  the  daughter  of  a 
puritan  from  England  who  came  here 
about  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  to  enjoy  in  freedom 
his  religion,  and  settled  in  whnt  lias 
been  known  as  Newlniry — Oldtown. 
Being  a  well-to-do  farmer  he  gave 
his  children,  in  accordance  with 
puritanic  conceptions,  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  more  solid  and  practical 
branches;  but  P21izabeth,  being  ener- 
getic and  entei prising,  ventured  into 
the  higher  grades  and  therefore  was 
instructed  much  above  the  average 
females  of  her  time.  Her  activity 
Induced  her  to  follow  teaching  till  she 
married.  She  was  a  kind  mother  and 
still  held  her  team  of  seven  boys  well 
in  hand,  always  commandino;  their 
respect,  and  with  several,  almost 
reverence. 

She  was  skilled  i»i  all  the  house- 
hold duties  of  that  time,  which  were 
much  more  complete  than  today,  as 
they  comprised  s[)inuing,  weaving, 
and  in  her  case,  the  results  of  the 
loom  could  be  shaped  into  the  re- 
quired garments  and  the  needle  work 
deftly  performed. 

Her  moral  instructions  were  of  the 
sternest  stoical  character.  Shun  all 
the  vices  and  tell  the  truth  whatever 
the  consequences.  She  was  very 
studious,  always  inclining  to  weighty 
literature ;  also  possessing  a  fair 
talent  for  music,  sketching  and  con- 
versation as  well.  Samuel  S.,  the 
oldest  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth,  in 
his  earliest  boyhood  gave  sio;ns  of 
the  possession  of  a  very  diversitied 
genius,  comprehending  many  of    the 


sciences,  prominently,  uietaphysics. 
philology  and  esthetics.  In  the 
science  of  delineation  he  was  known 
to  all  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
work-shop  of  a  plow- maker  stood 
near  the  little  red  school  house  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town  and  on  the 
street  fronting  the  latter.  Throush 
the  large  folding  doors  could  readily 
be  observed  what  passed  within,  and 
frequently  the  hourly  habits  of  the 
occupants. 

One  morning  '  there  appeared 
sketched  on  these  doors,  a  drawing 
of  what  had  transpired  the  previous 
night.  The  proprietor  full  sized  with 
his  most  conspicuous  physical  pecu- 
liarities ;  a  tumbler  in  liis  upraised 
hand,  the  jug  sedately  seated  upon 
the  bench,  and  his  striker  with 
equally  distinguishable  physical 
characteristics,  with  upturned  eye 
grudgingly  viewed  the  departure  of 
the  contLMits  of  the  tumbler  and  anx- 
iousl}'  awaiting  his  turn.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  school  term  the 
young  rogue  found  his  safety  by  way 
of  the  fields.  In  later  years,  viiile 
following  the  cordwainer's  trade,  ever 
impelled  by  a  love  of  study  and  re- 
search, he  took  up  philosphy,  chem- 
istry, astronomy,  meteorology, 
metallurgy,  horology,  hydrostatics, 
mathematics  plain  and  mixed,  in  as 
confused  a  manner  as  here  presented 
and  as  old  treatises  came  to  his  hand, 
always  seeking  an  old  and  exhaustive 
work  containing  betv/een  two  covers 
all  that  was  then  known  and  perhaps 
all  known  today,  published  uuder  the 
present  mode  of  diverseness,  each  re- 
quiring as  much  expenditure  of  time 
without  then  obtaiuini:  the  whole 
problem.  This  he  ever  contended. 
Therefore  he  had  few  books,  and    a 


lU 


teacher,  never,  sDxe  a  little  time  on 
the  first  Eudinjcuts  of  each  study. 
Ke  had  the  mechanical  abilit}^  to 
make  all  the  instruments  he  required 
for  experiments  in  the  various  scien- 
ces mentioned  and  others,  and 
when  entering  another  to  e:ain  a  live- 
lihood,  those  needed  in  its  pursuit, 
such  as  intruments  for  surveying,  in 
which  he  was  occupied  in  connection 
with  watch  and  clock  repairing,  till 
the  close  of  iiis  life. 

He  always  took  great  interest  in 
music,  was  well  informed  iu  thorough 
base  and  its  framework  and  could 
present  it  with  great  clearness,  but 
its  soul  be  never  could  express. 
Worthy  of  notice  in  this  sketch 
is  Addison,  the  sixth  son  of  the  fam- 
ily. 

He  suffered  through  life  from  poor 
health  which  confined  him  to  a  lisfht 
vocation.  Therefore  he  took  up  that 
of  shoemakinu,  but  not  llndinoj 
enough  in  it  for  mental  occupation, 
and  having  viewed  the  external  of  a 
locomotive  standing  upon  a  railroad 
track,  on  his  return  home  employed 
his  leisure  in  an  effort  to  make  one. 
From  the  external  his  genius  readily 
suggested  what  the  interior  must 
be.  Procuring  the  necessary  mate- 
rial soon  a  complete  working  model 
about  six  inches  long,  and  a  track 
about  two  feet  in  diameter,  were  fin- 
ished. Tiring  of  his  present  condi- 
tion he  packed  engine  and  track 
into  a  hand  bug  and  departed  for  a 
locomotive  factor}"  at  Lowell  or  Law- 
rence, immaterial  to  him  which. 
Finding  one  he  entered  the  counting 
room  and  aitplied  for  employment; 
being  asked  if  he  had  been  in  tlie 
employ  of  a  nuichine  shop,  iie  an- 
swered no  but  had  a  working    model 


and  a  track  which  he  had  made  with- 
out help.  This  aroused  the  curios- 
ity of  the  agent  and  he  requested  to 
see  it.  Soon  it  was  steamed  np  and 
gracefully  spinning  around  the  track. 
The  agent  asked  his  terms  which 
were  his  board  till  more  could  be 
paid.  The  agent  desired  him  to 
follow  and  he  would  procure  him  a 
boarding  place,  which  done  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  factory.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  he  was  receiving  full 
pay  and  put  upon  finishing  work. 
This  continued  till  the  second  year 
of  the  war  when  an  officer  came  into 
the  factory  inquiring  if  they  had  a 
hand  capable  of  constructing  an 
hydrostic  appliance  of  sufficient 
power  to  draw  two  foot  bolts  out  of 
oak  timber.  The  officer  was  from 
the  Boston  navy  yard,  where  they 
had  been  trying  to  accomplish  this 
work  and  had  failed. 

Addison  was  thought  to  be  capable 
and  was  applied  to ;  he  said  he 
would  try  if  he  could  have  his  own 
way  and  do  all  the  work  himself. 

This  was  complied  with  and  within 
ten  days  the  machine  built,  working 
with  complete  success.  From 
thence,  for  a  time,  he  was  employed 
by  the  government  adjusting  moni- 
tor engines.  Franklin,  the  seventh 
son,  in  order  to  give  him  a  better 
opportunity  to  develop  a  musical 
talent  and  obtain  instruction,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  was  placed  in  an 
excellent  family  of  a  green  grocer 
and  in  his  employ.  He  was  soon 
placed  under  instruction  both  in 
vocal  music  and  the  piano  forte, 
with  one  of  the  best  teachers  in 
Boston  to  receive  lessons  until  his 
twenty-fuurth  year,  but  no  tuirion 
was  required  of    him    the    last     four 
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years,    as  he    vseived   his  teacher   as  with  otliers  by  the  iuductive  method, 

solo  sinprer.      He  graduated  a  profes-  either     instinctively      or    otherwise, 

sor  of  music.     la  the  Spring   of   his  adopted  even  in  boyhood? 

twenty-fourth  year  he     caught   cold  

and  from  the  eifects  of  it,  in  the  Fall  Note. 
was    translated    to    a   higher  sphere,        Here  let  me  add  ray  own   personal     i 

which  he    pre-eminently  merited    by  tribute  to  tlie  character  of  Mr.   Sam-     ^ 

his  virtuous  and  moral  life.  uel  MacKenzie.     I    have  never    felt     ^ 

Enoch's    family  leaves  male    issue  that  full  justice    lias  been    done    his 

in    the    third    generation     of     one,  memory.     It  is  perhaps  little  wonder     ; 

John's  of  one    and    the    prospect   of  that  in  his  hiter  years  when  his  mind 

onlj'  one  ,for  the.  fourth.     Then    the  had  become  broken  by  reason  of  the 

inquiry  m.ay  be  raised,  has  Enoch's  infirmities  of  old  age,  poor,  old    and 

progeny  been  a  failure?  Yes,  so    far  solitary,  that  to    the    younger    and    '. 

as  continuing  the  nam<}  is  concerned  ;  more  unthinking  portion  vf  the  com-    ! 

but  to  the  public  weal  certainly  noij  munity  he  should  have  become  some-    j 

nor  to  themselves.     For  John's  fam-  what  of    an    object    of     merriment.     ■ 

ily,  which  is  now  prominently  under  Then  he  thought  he  could    sing.     It    '. 

consideration,     a    family     of    seven  did  scotq  strange,    when    there   were    \ 

boys  set  afloat  in  the  world    without  so  many  things  he  could  do.  that  he    ; 

the    helm    even    of    an    elementary  might  almost  be  called  a  genius,  that    \ 

education,  amidst  the  temptations  of  he   should   take   more    pride    in    his    j 

their  surroundings,  not  one  of  them  musical  ability  than  in  anything  else.     I 

fell  into  vicious  htibits,    nor    at    any  This  v/as  one  of  the   strange    contra-    i 

time  in    their  lives    were   nnder  the  dictions  of  human  nature.  | 

infiucHce  of  intuxi(;:i!Us.    or    jtartici-        But  yenrs  ago,  when  in  his  prime,     ; 

pants  in  the  popular  vices;  but  eacli  it  has  been  told  me  that  no  man  was    :' 

and  all  striving  to  supply   their   de-  more   respected    in    town    than    J\Ir.     ! 

ficieucies  of  etuiy  Bchooiing,    or    fov  Sanmel  MacKenzie.     He  repiesenLcd 

the  love  of  study  and  knowledge  and  Topstield  in  the   legislature    in    18o2    _ 

to  be  able  to  demonstrate  it  to  them-  and  was  a  member  of    the    board   of    ? 

selves.     Their  lack  of  an    ambition,  selectmen  in  1853-4-5  and  G.  i 

seemingly  to  turn    it    to    a    linancial        And  as  far  as  I    personally    knesy    '■ 

account,    would    suggest   that   their  him  and  have  been  able  to  ascertain  ; 

acqnisitions  came    too    late    in    life,  Topsfield  v/as  amply  justified  in    her 

passed  its  ambitious  period  for  pub-  selection.     Peculiarities  he    bad    in- 

lic  notoriety.     Or  may  be,  by    virtue  deed.     His  opinions    often    had  the 

of  an  ante  natural  law,    certainly    in  crudeness  of    the    solitary     student ; 

mechanics,  how  in    other    branches?  there  was  also  in  his  character  a  cer- 

Sorae  were  defective  in    metaphysics  tain  Scotch  obstinacy  and  perversity 

while  others  journeyed  on  to,  if    not  of  opinion,    which    was   often    most 

through,    occult   science.       Was    it  trying  even  to   his    friends.     Never- 

that  a  part  adhered    to    a    deductive  theless,  he  was,    I    believe    in  niornl 

process  of  investigation,  to  which  the  character  and  rt-ligious  principle,  far 

Scotch    so    pretinaciousiy  cling?  Or.  above    the    ordinary    individual,       1 
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find  it  diiiicult  to  put  in  words  just  not  help  it.  To  him  there  was  no 
the  imprcssiou  which  in  this  respect  other  course.  It  is  a  broad  state- 
he  always  made  upou  rae.  "Excej)t  ment,  not  to  be  made  lighti}^  yet  I 
ye  become  as  little  children,  ye  can-  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
not  enter  the  kingdom  of  heav^en."  Mr.  Samuel  MacKenzie  never  did  a 
It  was  this  childliUeness,  this  sim-  mean  thing.  Surely  a  worthy  de- 
plicity  of  integrity,  whicii  I  felt  in  sccndent  of  the  Scottish  High- 
him.     I  have  never   seen    it   in    the  landers. 

same  degree  in  any  other  individual.  ''Nowhere  beats  the  heart  so  kindly 

He    was    guileless,     honorable     and  As  beneath  the  tartan  plaid.  " 
high-minded,  simply  because  he  could  Marietta  Clark. 
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[From  the  Historical  Collkctioks  or  the  Essex  Institute 
VOL.  XXXII,  189G.] 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN 

TOPSFIELD. 


FKOM    THE   BEGINNING    OF    TIIIC   MINISTliY    OF    THE    KEY.    DANIEL   KRECK, 

NOVEMBER     17,    1779,    UNTIL  THE   DIS?\IISSAL    MAY   5,    1841, 

OF   THE    BEV.    JAMES    F.    M<^E\VEN, 


COMMUNICATED    BY    GEO.    FKS.    DOW. 


"  On  tho  17th  day  of  November,  1779,  Came  the  Rev"^^ 
Chandler  of   Rowley  west    Parish ;  and  the    Rev"'^ 


George  Lesslie  of  Lyne  Brook  Parish  in  Ipswich.  And  the 
Rev^^^  Elizur  Ilolyoake,  l^astor  of  the  ilrst  Parish  in  I'ox- 
ford.  And  the  Rev'^*' — —  Lothrop,  Pastor  of  the  Church 
of  the  Old  North,  (so  cnH'^)  in  Boston,  and  the  Rev'^'Mohn 
Tread  well  Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  Lynn,  and  the 
Rev"^^  Benj'^  Wadsworth  Pastor  of  the  lirst  Parish  in  Dan- 
vers,  with  their  Delagates.  The  Solemnity  bei^an  with 
Prayer.  Mr.  Treadwell  was  the  mouth  of  y^  Congiegation. 
M^ Lothrop  Preached  the  Sermon  from  the  2"*^'  of  Co- 
rinthians, 4^^  Chapter  &  the  5^^  verse  : — for  we  Preach 
not  our  Selves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves 
your  Servents,  for  elesus  Sake.  ]\P'  Lesslie  gave  the  Chai-ge. 
M^'  Holyoak  gave  the  Right  hand  of  fellowship.  ]\P  Chand- 
ler Pray"^  After  wards  a  Suitable  Hyme  was  Simg,  and 
the  ]3lessinir  <2,"Iven  and  the  Solemnitv   Conchulcd." 
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BAPTISMS. 

Isaac  Averel        his  Luke 

It  being- Ibc  first  Child  y"  Ilev"<^  M""  Breck  Bap- 
tized after  his  Ordination 

Daniel  Board  man        his  John 

A  daughter  of  John  Boardman  by  y^^  name  of  Eliza- 
beth 

A  child  of  Dan^  Hood  by  y<^  name  of  Elizabeth 

A  child  of  Jonathan  Chapman  of  Liucbrook,  by  yf 
name  of  Jonathan  Perkins,  and 

A  child  of  Nathaniel  Fisk  by  y*^  name  of  Lyclia 

A  child  of  David  Towne  by  y^  name  of  David 

A  child  of  Nathanael  Averill,  Jun''  by  y^  name  of 
Ammi 

A  child  of  Stephen  Towne  by  y*^  name  of  Hepsey 

A  child  of  John  Gould  by  y*=  name  of  David 

A  child  of  John  Perkins  by  y*^  name  of  John 

A  child  of  Eben''  Goodhue  by  y^  name  of  Sanuicl 

A  child  of  Moses  Conant  by  y''  name  of  Lois 

A  child  of  John  Balch  by  the  name  of  Kebekah 

Humphrey,  a  son  of  Israel  Clark  Junf" 

Abigail,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Fisk 

James',  a  son  of  Eleazer  Lake  Jun'" 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Kobert  Balch 

Betty,  daughter  of  Oliver  Perkins 

Daniel,  son  of  Ephrnim  Towne  Jan"" 

Susannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  ToAvne  Jun"^ 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne 

John,  son  of  vVill'"  Estie 

Ruth,  daughter  of  Philemon  Foster  of  y^  Chh.  in 
Linebrook 

Moody,  son  of  Dan^  Clarke 

Bishop,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 

Mary,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Smith 

Becca,  daughter  of  John  Gould 

Lydia,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Averell 

Ebenezer,  son  of  Nathanael  Fisk 

Matte,  daughter  of  INIoses  Conant  of  Linebrook 

Amos,  a  son  & 

Hitte,  a  daughter  of  John  Gould  Jun'" 

Sara,  daughter  of  David  Towne  and 

Allen,  a  son  & 

Polly,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  I'orter 
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Stephen,  a  son  of  Step'^  Towne  Oct.        27,  1782. 

Polly,  a  daughter  & 

Daniel,  a  son  of  Daniel  Dodge  Nov.         10, 

and  also 
Kebekah,  daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould  Jnn''  '«  " 

Anna,  daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould  Jun*"  March       2,  1783. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cree  and 

William,  son  of  Philip  McKensie  April        20, 

Billy,  son  of  Oliver  I'erkins,  and 
Stephen,  son  of  Nathanael  Smith 
Kachel,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne  Jun"" 
Ituth,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Towne  Jun"" 
Sally,  daughter  of  Samuel  Fisk 
Nabby  &  ^ 

Phoda,  daughters  of  David  Hobbs 
Jacob,  son  of  Benja^i  Perley 
Ruth,  daughter  of  John  Gould  Jun'' 
Moses  Perley,  son  of  Daniel  Clarke 
Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 
Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Hood 
^Miriam,  wife  of  Cap'  Nchemiah  Ilerrick,  and  their 

children  in  the  following  order  : 
Polly,  a  daughter 
Hannah,  a  daughter 
Joseph,  a  son, 
Edy,  a  daughter 
Nchemiah,  a  son 

The  above  werebai)ti/od  at  Capnieirick's  house 

on  account  of  his  wife's  weak  &  declining  state, 

She  was  at  the  same  time  received  into  full  com-  ! 

munion 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Avcrill 
Dilly,  daughter  of  Robert  Balch 
David,  son  to  Nathana^  Fisk 
John,  son  to  John  Dwinell 

Nathanael,  son  to  Philemon  Foster  of  New  Boston 
Joseph,  son  to  David  Towne 
Sara,  Daughter  to  Eleazer  Lake  Jun"" 
Elizabeth,  Daughter  to  Zacheus  Gould  Jun"" 
Mehitabel,  daughter  to  Joseph  Cree  & 
Mehitabel  daughter  to  Henja'"  Emmerson, 
Samuel  Son  to  Samuel  Gould 
Elizabeth  daughter  to  Philemon  Foster  of  y  Chh.  in 

Lincbrook  May        22'', 
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Gcor^'C,  Son  to  David  Hobbs  July         31,1785.  | 

Sara,  Dauglitcr  to  Josopli  ToAvn<;  and 

John  Son  to  riiilip  McKeiisic 

Jacob,  Sou  to  Oliver  Terkins 

John  Son  to  Jolni  Gonld 

Elijah  Son  to  Slcplicn  Towne  and 

Polly  dangjiter  to  Elisha  Perkins  Oct^         2'\ 

Betsy,  Daughter  to  Stephen  Pearly  arid 

Molly  Daughter  to  Daniel  Gould  **  9,  \ 

Will"!  Sou  to  proses  Conant  of  Linolirook  "  IG,  j 

Ebenezer,  Son  to  Daniel  Dodge  Nov.  G,  | 

Mary,  Daughter  and  | 

Ezra,  Son  to  Ezra  Perkins  "  *'  1 

Jacob,  Son  to  Jacob  Towne  Jun''  <<  w  j 

Jere&  | 

Francis  sons  Sc  | 

Dorothy  a  daughter  to  Benj'"  Hood 

Benja'"  son  to  Bciija""  Emerson 

Nathaniel,  son  to  Ezra  Perkins 

Bctsej^  Daughter  to  Dau^  Boardman 

]jenjamin,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  3'^ 

Polly,  Daughter  to  Abraham  Ilobbs 

Betsey,  Daughter  to  "Robert  Balch 

Moses,  son  to  Nathan^  Averill 

I^Iehitebel,  daughter  to  Thomas  PosLer  of  Linebrook  Decern. 

Joseph,  son  to  Joseph  Towne  '  ■* 

at  his  house  tlie  child  being  dangerousl}^  sick 
F>lizabcth,  daugliter  to  Daniel  Brock 
Lucy,  daughter  to  Sam^  Gould 
Fanny,  daughter  to  Stephen  I'erley 
Nathan  Ames  & 

Abraham,  sons  to  Abraham  Foster  Jun*" 
Prisee,  daughter  to  Stephen  Perkins  Jun'' 

by  y<^  Rev'i  IM"-  JTolyoke 
Luke,  son  to  David  Towne 
Nabby,  Daughter  to  l^avid  Perkins  Jun'' 
Jacob,  l^aughter  (son)  to  John  Dwinnell 
lluldah.  Daughter  to  Zach''  Gould  Jnn'" 

By  the  l^ev.  M-"  Frisbic 
Mary,  Daugliter  to  Tho"  Porter 
EdAvard  Allen  Son  to  Ditto 
Daniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Breck 
Nabl)y,  Daughter  to  Al)ra'»  Foster  Jun'' 
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INLarch 

11, 

<  ( 

18, 

April 

15, 

June 

10, 

(( 

24, 

July 

15, 

Sep"- 

30, 

Nov. 

11, 

Decern. 

Jjiny 

27,  1788. 

Febr>- 

17, 

(( 

24, 
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Daniel,      ^ 
Aaron,        | 

,  ,     '         y      children  of  Aaron  Kneeland  March        2,  1788. 

John, 

Moses, 

Ezra, 

Sarah,  daughter  to  l^avid  Perkins  Jun""  **  30, 

Amos,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  Jun'"  April  13, 

Nehemiah,  son  to  Aaron  Kneeland  May  18, 

Lydia  Daughter  to  John  Gould  Jun'"  July  G,                                        j 

Susanna  Daughter  to  abraham  Hobbs  Oct.  12, 


May  26,  1788.  "The  Chh.  met,  &  having  attciiclccl  to 
the  renewal  of  the  pastor's  request  for  a  dismission,  con- 
sented to  it,  &  voted  an  acceptance  of  what  the  Com'ttee 
had  prepared  as  a  recommendation.  They  then  proceeded 
to  the  clioice  of  jM''  Jacob  Kimball  as  Clerk,  to  record  the 
votes  of  the  Chh.  and  having  in  a  very  affectionate  &  sol- 
emn manner  united  in  prayer,  the  pastor  &  brethren, 
parted." 

'Topsfield,  November  12th,  1789.  This  day  convened 
the  Reverend  Gentlemen  before  requested  to  sit  in  coun- 
cil, (IVl''  Oliver  excepted)  with  the  delegates  of  their 
churches,  c^  ordained  M^"  Asaliel  Huntington  to  the  pas- 
toral office  in  this  place. 

M^  Nott  [of  Franklin,  Conn.]  made  the  introductory 
prayer — M'"  Hart  [of  Preston,  Conn.]  Preached  a  sermon 
from  Heb.  12^^'  P^  "Wherefore  seeinij:  we  also  are  com- 
passed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses" — M'' 
Smith  [of  Middleton]  made  tlie  consecrating  prayer — ]\P' 
Cleaveland  [of  Ipswich]  gave  the  charge — M'"  Ilolyoke 
[of  Boxford]  gave  the  right  hand  of  FeUowshii) — -AP"  Dana 
[of  Ipswich]  made  the  concluding  prayer." 


Esther,  daughter  to  Robert  Perkins  Jun^  Jan.       17''',  1700. 

Zaccheus,  ^ou  to  Zac<'hens  (louUl  .y  Fob.       2S'*\ 
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Sally,  Daugter  of  Stephen  Perloy 

Lucy,  Daughter  to  Bcuj"  Emerson,  Boxford, 

Lucy  Kimball  Perley,  Daughter  to  Solomon  Parley 

of  Boxford  oflered  for  Baptism  by  M""  Jacob 

Kimball  grandfather  to  y'^-  cldld, 
Nathaniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Bordman 
Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
John,  a  Son  of  Abraham  Foster  Jun'" 
Asa,  son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 
David,  son  of  Jolm  Gould 
David,  son  of  David  Perkins 
Allen,  Son  of  Robert  Balch  ^ 
Jacob,  son  of  John  Hood  Jun' 
Haunah  Potter,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Elijah,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
Ira,  a  son,  & 

Sally,  a  Daughter  of  Daniel  Porter 
Humphrey,  a  son  of  Zac  Gould  Ju"" 
A  child  of  Daniel  Bordmans 
Samuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 
Asa,  son  of  Samuel  Gould 
Patty,  Daughter  of  John  Gould 
Nehemiah,  son  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland 

of  Stephen  Perkins 

Bradstrect,  son  of  Benjamin  Emerson 
Cynthia  Cummings,  Daughter  of  y^ 

llev'^  Joseph  Cummings  Disccased 

By  y*'  wife  of  Pobert  Perkins  Jun"" 
John,  Son  of  Ezra  Perkins 
John,  Son  of  Jolm  Hood  Jun^ 
Samuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Eunice,  Daughter  of  Aaron  Conant 
Aaron,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Alethea,  Daughter  of  Asahel  Huntington 
Nehemiah,  Son  of  llobert  Perkins  Jun'" 
Benjamin,  Son  of  Jacob  Towne  Jun"" 
John,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 
Ester,  Daughter  of  Sanuiel  Gould 
Stephen,  Son  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Mary,  Daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins 
Clarissa  & 

Bestsy,  Daughters  of  Cornelius  Gould 
Anna  & 
Ivuth,  Twins,  Daughters  of  John   Horxl  J"" 


Feb.     2S^^,  1790. 


Oct' 

17^^, 

(< 

31^ 

Jan. 

9t'S  1701 

Feb. 

13th, 

et 

27th, 

March 

27tN 

Aug^t 

20'h, 

t  ( 

( ( 

Jan. 

pt,  1792 

Aug't 

r.th 

Oct' 

7th 
•      1 

i( 

28th, 

(( 

a 

June 

1703 

Aug'^t 
Sept. 


Oct' 


March 
April 

May 


179-1. 


1795 


Angst 
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Benjamin,  Son  of  Joseph  Crce 

Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Crce 

John,  a  son  of  Joseph  Cree 

Nathaniel,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 

Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Ezra  Perkins 

John,  Son  of  Jolm  Gould  J*^ 

William  Addle,  Baptized,  olFered  by  Eliezer  Lake 

Elisha,  Son  of  Asaliel  Huntington 

Betsy,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 

Humphry,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

William,  Son  of  W.  Tenny 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Robert  I'crkins  J"^ 

William  Ncal,  Son  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  Esq 

David,  Son  of  John  Hood  J^ 

William  Porter,  Son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 

Asahel,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Deac.  John  Gould 

Joseph  Porter,  son  of  Cornelius  Gould 

Eleazer,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

Sally,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Gould 

Bichard,  a  son  of  John  Hood  J"" 

Hezekiah,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

IMercy,  Daughter  of  David  Perkins  J"" 

Sarah,  Daughter  of  IMoses  AvercU  deceased 

Lydia      ^ 

Phebe       j-  Daughters  of  Moses  Bradstreet 

Cynthia  J 

Mary,  Daughter  of  John  Hood  J^ 

David 

Nabby 

Samuel 

Pamela 

Sylvester 

IHram 

Moses     ^ 

Haflield    I  Children  of  Simon  Gould  J'" 

Sally        J 

RFary,  Daughter  of  John  ]?alch 

Charles    ^ 

Polly 


Eeby 

«••', 

iTitr, 

A  pril 

1^', 

JNIay 

15ii>, 

Oct. 

2nth, 

Sept- 

17'h, 

17'J7 

Octr 

7th, 

Jany 

14<i', 

1798 

May 

20'", 

June 

August 

June 

1799 

July 

August 

2G">, 

Nov 

24^1', 

August  17"',  ISOO. 
Ocf         5'", 
12t'', 
Nov      30''', 


[■  Children  of  David  &  Hitty  Cummings    March      2i»,  1801, 


May        3P^, 


Wesley 

Irena 

Hiram 

Phebe 

Anna 


Children  of  Thomas  Perkins 


Dau^-htcrs  of  John  Batchelder  J"" 


Aug*^' 


Sept' 


»f>: 
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William,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 

Cyntliia,  Daiigliter  of  Eli  Brovv'n 

Eunice,  Daughter  of  JMoscs  liradslrcct 

Sarah,  Daughter  of  John  Balcli 

Fanny,  Daughter  of  Cornelius  Gonlcl 

Eunice,  Daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

Mary,  Daughter  of  N.  Cleaveland  Ksq^" 

Anna        ^ 

Lyclia 

Sally 

Phebe 

Polly 

llobert,  Son  of  Eobert  Lake 

Hannah,  Daughter  of  Ivobert  Lake 


Daughters  of  Thonr  Foster 


Oct' 


Nov. 


May 


July 


4<'S  1801. 
IS*", 

9«'',  180?. 


} 


Daughters  of  Jonas  Merriam 


Vugust  l^f's 


Sept^ 

2Gt", 

Nov^ 

W\ 

(4 

I  i 

April 

<5  > 

(( 

10*^ 

June 

12^'', 

1S03. 


Children  of  John  Perkins  (S;  Sarah 


;th 


Polly 

Thomas  V/endal  Durant,  a  boy  indented  til  of  nge 

to  Jonas  Merriam 
Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  Asehel  Huntington 
Mrs.  Lucy  Friend  & 
Sally  Friend,  Daughter  of  Lucy 
Kichard,  Son  of  Jolin  Hood 
Polly,  J^aughter  of  Sam'  Gould 
Samuel  \Vhite,  Son  of  Simon  Gould 
Jonas,  Son  of  Jonas  Merriam  &  Mehitable  his  Wife 
Tluthy  ^ 

Hezekiah  ]?alch  ! 
Eebecca 

Robert  i  '^''^^■'f'=  ^'^P'' 

Mary 
Jane   Searl,  Daughter  of  Thom^  Tcnny 

John  &     :> 

„,  >  twin  Sons  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  Esq''  INLarch  12''',  flSULl 

Ebenezer  )  i  '  l  j 

Benjamin  Conant,  son  of  David  Perkins 

Jacob  Perkins,  son  of  Jacob  To^vne  3*^ 

John,  a  son  of  John  Perkins 

John  Capcn,  Son  of  John  Balch 

George,  Son  of  John  Hood 

Elijah,  S.)n  of  Simon  Gould 

Elijah  Perkins,  Son  of  Zebulon  Perkins 

Elisha  Lord,  son  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  Esq'' 

John,  a  son  of  John  Wright  deceased 

Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne  3"^ 

Jonathan  KnosNlLon,  son  oi  Tlios  JV-rkins  Ju'' 

George,  son  of  John  Hood 


IMay 

13t^ 

(( 

27th 

June 

IG'h, 

( ( 

23^S 

Oct^ 

o"S 

Decemb''  P', 

May 

7"S 

Sepf 

7'\ 

Oct^ 

2,;'\ 

Jany 

1  (■."', 

Jnly 

-,th 

1805 


1800. 


i8u: 
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12,  1808. 
24th^  1809. 


Neheniiali,  sou  of  JolinB;ilch 

Ezra,  son  of  Jacob  Towne  Junior  June 

Tliorndike  Os,L;o{)d,  son  of  Simon  Gould  Oct"^ 

Lucy,  Djiughtcn-  of  Joliu  Hood  Sepf 

Baptized  the  Children  of  Daniel  Wildes  & 

Eui)i[c]e  liis  Wife  By  the  following  names,  viz: — 

Joshua 

Sally 

Thomas 

Israel 

Mehi  table 

Willian)  Poi'ter,  so)i  of  Amos  Gallop 

Stephen  ]*erkins,  son  of  Ed^vard  Hammond  Lately 

deceased  Sepf  1811. 

Sarah  Mannini!;,  aduU,  Daughter  of  John  Manning 

esq.  of  Ipswich  Jan.       3PS  1812. 


Nov"^ 
Sept. 


IGt's 
30^^, 


Kevereiul  AsLihel  Tlvmtington  died  April  22'^  1813,  aged 
52  years,  one  month  and  five  da3'S,  '^  after  having  served  as 
the  alTectionatc,  faithful  and  ])eloved  Pastor  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  To[)sfi.cld  twenty  two  years  and  five  months — 
his  praise  was  in  the  Churches." 


Children  of  Samuel  Todd 


Elisabetli 

Lydia 

Samuel 

Alethca 

Louisa,  adult  daughter  of  Jonas  Warren 

Caleb  Kimball,  adult 

Sarah 

Parker 

Harriet 

„,      ,  Y    Children  of  Jonas  &  Sarah  Warren 

Charles         i 

Lucinda 

Adeline 

John  Teabody  jnn.  adult 

WidoM^  Elisabeth  Waite 

Augustine  Symonds  son  of  John  IVabody  jun. 

,,,,     !    ,,     \  Children  of  Widow  IClisabcth  Waite 
Elizabeth    j 


July       17»h,  1815. 


Septr 
Nov^ 


21^t,  1817. 


23'i, 


May        3pt,  1818. 
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Lydia  Bradstrect,  daughter  of  Nehomiah  &  Lydia 

Perkins 
Jolm,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Todd  June        V\  1817. 

Rebecca  Gallup,  adult  Nov''        1"^  1818. 

Sarah         \ 

Caroline      (   Children  of  Thomas  Perkins  juii.  and 
Elisabeth    |  Sarah  his  Avife  "  " 

Thomas      j 

by  llcy^  Isaac  Bramiii 

Beniamiu  Franklin -x 

Eebecca  I  Children  of  Benjamin  and  Ke- 

LucyAnn  J  becea  Perkins  Aug.        8'",  1811).  j 


"The  town  having  concurred  with  the  clili.  in  the  ai)- 
pointment  of  the  day  for  the  ordination  of  Rodney  Gove 
Dennis,  an  ecclesiastical  Council  met  at  Topsfield  on 
AVednesday,  Oct.  4,  1820,  agreeably  to  letters  missive 
from  the  chh.  in  Topsfield,  requesting  them  to  assist  in 
ordaining  ^Ir.  Rodney  Gove  Dennis  over  them  as  their 
Pastor. 

Present  Pastors  Delegates 

Chh.  in  Hambleton, Br.  Whipple, 

South  Chh.  Ipswich,  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  Br.  Day, 

First  Chh.     Do,        Rev.  David  Kimball,   Br.  Moses  Lord, 
First  Chh.  Danvers,  Rev.  Dr.AVadsworth,  Br.  Putnam, 
Sec.  Chh.  Rowley,    Rev.  Isaac  Braman,      Br.  Adams, 
First  Chh.  Box  ford,  Rev.  David  Briggs,     Br.  Perley, 
Chh.  in  N.  Ipswich, 

N.  H,,  Rev.  Richard  Hall, 

Chh.    in  Newbury- 

port, Br.  Pettengal, 

Chh.  in  Middlcton, Br.  Symonds, 

■  The  council  being  organized,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Dana, 
D.D.,  was  chosen  moderator,  &  the  Rev.  I.  Braman, 
Scribe. 
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The  moderator  Jiddressed  the  throne  of  grace.  Docu- 
ments were  then  read  testifyinr^  the  call  from  the  chh.   Sc 
people  in  Topsfield  to  Mr.   Dennis,  &  his  answer  in  the 
affirmative  to  the  same.     The  candidate  then  being  exam- 
ined,   it  was    voted    unanimously,   that    the    council    are 
satisfied  of  the  regularity  of  the  [)roceedings  of  the  chh.  & 
Town  relative  to  the   settlement  of  Mr.  D.  &  also  with 
his  qualifications  as  to  piety  &  knowledge    for  the  sacred 
ministry;  &  that  they  will  proceed   to  ordain  him  as  soon 
as  may  })e  over  the  chh.  &  people  in  this  place. 
Voted,  That  Rev.  Mr.  Braman  make  in.  praj'cr. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hall  preach  the  sermon. 
Rev.  Dr.  Dana  make  ordaining  prayer. 
Rev.  Dr.  Wads  worth  [make]  charge. 
Rev.  Mr.  BriiriTS  fo^ive]  Rt.  Hand. 
Rev.  Mr.  Kimball  address  the  chh. 
&  conclude  by  prayer. 
*  Voted,  to  proceed  at  J  past  10  oclock." 


Calvin         \ 

Elizabeth    f    Children  of  William  &  Elizabeth  Co- 

Kutli  r  naiit  Nov.         10,  1820. 

Louis  J 

Neheraiah,  son  of  Nehcmiah  >.^  Lydia  Perkins,  April        ?f>,  1S21. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Kodney  G.  &  Mary  Dennis,  Jan.  20,  1S22. 

Mary,  infant  daughter  of  Sanil  &  Lydia  Todd,  March       3, 

Mary  Elizal)eth,  infant  daughter  of  John  &  Mary 
Perkins, 

Abigail,  infant  daugliter  of  Thomas  &  Sarah  Per- 
kins, Nov.         10, 

Phebe  Wildes,  infant  daughter  of  Nehcmiah  &  Lj^'dia 

Perkins,  Dec.         22, 

Theodosla  Dennis,  infant  dangliti-rof  R.  0.  &  M.  P. 

Dennis,  May  18,  1823. 

Elizabeth  Asr^hby,  infant  daugliter  of  Benja.  &  Ke- 

becca  I'erkins,  June  1, 

*  No  I'urtluM"  rt'i'onl  njipcars  nl'tlic  i>ro!HM'(litii,'s  ol'  tht' onliiKition. 
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Thomas  Emerson,  infant  child  of  James  &  Lydia 

Stearns  of  Salem,  June         15,  182r'.. 

Ruth  Gould,  dau,2:hter  of  Joseijli  Gould,  July         13, 

Ruth  Gould,  infant  daughter  of  Dea.  Saml.  &  X^ydja 

Todd,  Aug.         10, 

John  Brown,  cliild  of  Capt.  JoIin& Pcabody,  July  'I,  1824. 

Jesse  Appletoii  & 

Jane  Abigail,    infant  children   of  K.  G.  &  M.  P. 

Denuis,  *'  18, 

David  Peabody,  son  of  John  ot  Lydia  Peabody,  Aug.        15, 

Austlu,  infant  child  of  Neheiniah  &  Lydia  Perkins,         "  *' 

Benjamin,  infant  child  of  Sam'l  &  Lydia  Todd,  Dec.         2G, 

Mary  Jane,  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  &  Sarah 

Perkins,  July         10,  1825. 

Eunice  Cummiugs,  infant  daughter  of  William  and  ! 

Elizabeth  Couant,  [Lyndebrook]  u  u  | 

Rodney,  infant  child  of  R.  G.  &  M.  P.  Dennis,  April  2,  1S20.  j 

Moses  Bradstreet,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  &  Lydia  i 

Perkins 
Mrs.  Eliza,  v/ife  of  Mr.  Elislia  Perkins  Jr. 
Edward  Augustus,  infant  child  of  Bcnja.  &  Rebecca 

Perkins, 
Joel  Rogers,  son  of  INIr.  John  Peabody, 

Josiah,  son  of  late  Capt.  Eben'r  Pcabody  "  *' 

Hiram  Knceland,  and 
Cynthia  nobl)s,  and 
Rhoda  Cummiugs,  children  of  Mr.  George  Sc  i\Irs. 

Mary  Hobbs,  "  29, 

Joseph,  infant  child  of  R.  G.  Dennis,  April        13,  1828. 

Ruth  Lamson,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  &  Lydia 

Perkins,  " 

Mehitable,  infant  child  of  Dea.  S.  Todd  May  4, 

Esther  Wildes,  infant  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Stone, 

M.D.  May  3,  1829. 


Aug. 

20, 

Oct. 

1. 

May 

13,  1827 

July 

09 

]Ig\.  Rodney  G.  Dennis  upon  liis  own  request  wns  dis- 
missed from  the  piistornl  oflicc  in  To))slield  b}'  ;i  Council 
of  Churches  held  AFiiy  6,  1829,  The  relations  existing 
between  Church  and  pastor  were  dissolved  on  May  18, 
1829. 
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Edward  Parker,  infriiit  son  of  Rev''  Rodney  G. 
Dennis  and  Mary  P.  Dennis  "was  l)aptised  by 
the  father  of  the  child  Apjil    25"',    1K30. 

Attest,     N.  Cleavela^d,  Clerk. 


Rev.  James  F.  McP^wen  formerly  settled  over  tlie 
Church  ill  Bricl[)()rt,  Vermont,  wtis  installed  pastor  of  the 
Church  in  Topsficld  ou  May  5,  1830.  Nine  churches  were 
represented  l)y  pastor  and  delegate  in  the  ecclesiastical 
council. 


Ocir. 

24, 

Nov 

7, 

i  i 

(£ 

<( 

(C 

<c 

(( 

William  Gunnison  on  his  own  account  Sept.  5,  1830. 

Huldah  Pike  ("wife  of  Benja.  P.  Jr.)  her  own  ac- 
1  count  "  " 

Snsan  Cnnimings  Jr.  her  own  account  **  " 

Alphens  Justus  Pike  & 

Alethina  Philena  Pike,  on  account  of  ITuldah,  "wife 
of  Benj^^  Pike  Jr. 

William  Rradstrect  on  his  0"wn  account 

Ebenezer  Peabody     "     " 

PerleyBalch  Jr.        "     "       "        ♦' 

Eenjinnin  Howe         "     "       "         " 

Thomas  Furi^ison      "     "       "         "  " 

Abigail  Wildes   (wife  of  Humphrey  W)  her  own 

account  " 

Susan  Cummings  (widow)  on  her  own  account  *' 

Priscilla  Bradstreet  (widow)  on  her  own  account  " 

Mary  I'erkins  (Dan.  of  Elisha)  on  her  own  account       " 

Huldah  AV.  Perkins  (Dan.  of  Elijah)  on  her  own  ac- 
count " 

William  Thomas  Gunnison       'I 

Elisha  Washington  Gunnison 

Mary  Ann  Gunnison  Children    baptized 

John  Harrington  Gunnison       I  on  account  of  their 

Daniel  Lungrecn  Gunnison  father  W'"  Gunnison  Dcc"^ 

Lydia  Smith  Gunnison 

Lucy  Elizabeth  Gunnison 

William  Kea  on  his  own  account  JanJ"  2,  1831. 

Israel  Pea  Jr.  '>     ^*       ..  ..  ^^  u 
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1 1 

(< 

(( 

(( 

( ( 

(( 

(< 

Marc]» 

G 

(( 

( ( 

(( 

C( 

<( 

it 

Dudley  Perkins      on  his  own  account  Jany  2,1831, 

Amos  I'erkins  Jr.  "     "       *'  "  "  " 

Lucy  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Widow  Mercy)  her  own 

account  <«  «« 

Mary  Ann  Peabody  (Dau.  same)  her  own  account        "  " 

Mary  Cook      her  own  account 

Sarah  Brown     " 

Eunice  K.  Adams  (wife  of  INfoody)  her  own  account 

Mary  Ann  Balch  (wife  of  Nehemiah)  licr  own  ac- 
count 

Dolly  Pike  (Dau.  of  Benja.)         licr  own  account 

Eunice  Balch  (Dau.  of  Perley)      "       " 

Abigail  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Elijah)    "       " 

Bartholomew  Conant  on  his  own  account 

John  Lamson  *'     " 

John  Conant  Jr.  "     "       «' 

Benjamin  Pike  eTr. 

Nathaniel  Wells 

Humphrey  Balch  "     " 

Sarah  Fialch  (wife  of  Perley)  her  own  account 

Mercy  Pea  (wife  of  John)  "       "  " 

Eunice  Bradstrcet  (wife  of  W'")  her  OAvn  account 

Mercy  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own  ac- 
count 

Elizabeth  Peabody  (Dau.  of  AVid.  Mercy)  her  own 
account 

Porter  Bradstrcet  on  his  own  account 

Nancy  Towne  (wife  of  Dan')  her  own  account 

Mchitable  Br[a]dstreet  (wife  of  Porter)  her  own 
account 

Eunice  Stiles  her  own  account 

Lucy  Gile 

Eliza  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own  ac- 
count '*  " 

Sarah  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own 

account  u  .« 

Ruth  Kea  (Daughter  of  Israel)  her  own  account  '*  •* 

Abigail  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  William)  her  own 

account  "  *' 

Surah  liradstreet  (wife  of  John)  her  own  account    July  8, 

Asahcl  Huntington  Todd,  on  account   of   Father 

Dea.  Sam'  Todd  "  17, 

Caleb  Kimball  Perkins,  on  account    of  Parents  Na- 
thaniel .^  .luditli  IVrkins  "  '« 


May 


1, 
(t 
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Josiah  liridgc  Lam  son 
Alailica  Ilimtington  Lamson 
Mercy  Perkins  Lamson 
Miwy  Ann  Lamson 
PriscilLa  Aui;usta  Lamson 
John  Aii<2;ustus  Lamson 
Elbriclge  Fiske  Perkins  ^ 
Kodney  Dennis  Perkins 
Lydia  Phippen  Perkins 
Uudly  Quincy  Perkins 
Mary  Elizabeth  Perkins 
Ann  Maria  Lake 
John  Batcheider  Lake 
Silas  Pa'-c  Lake 


Children  on  account 
■  of  their  fanio-Johu 
Lamson 


Children  on  accoiiui  of 
their  parents  Diidly  i^-. 
Sarali  Perkins 


Angt 


7,  \ti?>l. 


Children  on  account  of 
their  Mother  Pliebc,  the 
-\Yife  of  Silas  LnivC 

Kobert  Channell  on  liis  ovv'n  account 

Ilaunah  Balch  (Dan.  of  David  P>.)  her  o^Yn  account 

Sally  Balch  (Dau.  of  David  B.)         "       " 

Elizabeth  Cynthia  Andrews,  on  account  ofher 
mother  the  wife  of  Joseph  Andrews 

Elizabeth  Day  Bradstreet,  on  account  oJ'her  motlier 
widow  Priscilla  Bradstreet 

Eutli  Esther  Gould  Perkins,  on  account  of  her 
Mother  Lydia  Perkins,  wnfe  of  Nehemiali  Per- 
kins, 

John  Dwinnel  ^ 

David  Holt  Dwinnel 

Sarah  Pctkius  Dwinnel 

Louisa  Richards  l^winnel 

IIiphzibr.il  Sophia  Dwiniio 

Esther  Meliitable  Dwinnel 

Willard  Adolphus  Dwinnel 

Priscilla  Lanison  (wife  of   John)  on  her  own  ac- 
count 

Hannah  Perkins  (wife  of   David)  on  her  own  ac- 
count 

Lois  Moore  (wife  of  Thomas)  on  her  own  account 

Abi<j:ail  W.  Kimball  (wife  of  Benj'^)  on  her  own  ac- 
count 

Abi<j;ail  Wildes  (l)aui;hter  of  Humphry)  on  her  own 
account. 

Harriet  Towne  (Daughter  of  Jacob  8'')  on  her  ONvn 
account 

Israel  Gallup      on  his  own  account 

Abraham  T.  Pierce       "  " 


Sept^ 


4, 


18, 


Octobei-  IG, 


Children  on   account 
!    of.  their  mothev  Louisa 
1   l^winnelwife  of  John 

D. 


Nov' 


Jany 


1,  1832. 
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on  1)18  own  account 
1  (  (( 


J.any 


Kichard  Plilllips 

Joscpli  J'liillips 

Belsy  Gould  (Dau.  of  Josei)li)  on  lu  r  o%vn  account 

Mary  J.  Phillips  (Dan.  of  Kicbard) 

Sarah  rhillips  (Dau.  of  Richard) 

]Mchi[t]able  Balcli  (Dau.  of  Pcrlcy) 

Lydia  Fcabody  (wife  of  John) 

Mary  Cross 

Mary  Munday  (wife  of  AV") 

Elizabeth  Gallup  (wife  of  Israel) 

Lydia  B.  Emerson  (widow) 

Harriet  J.  Emerson  (Dau.  of  Widow  L.)  on  her 
own  account 

Lois  II.  Carter  (wife  of  Sylvester)  on  her  own 
account 

Lydia  Bradstrcet  (Dau.  of  Cap'.  Dudley)  on  her 
own  account 

Anstiss  P.  Balch  (Dau.  of  David)  on  her  own  account 

Benjamin  P.  Adams  on  his  own  account 

Eunice  B.  Wells  on  her  own  account 

Mary  Ann  Cummings  (Daugliter  of  Widow  Susan 
C.)  on  her  own  account 

Sally  ]\I.  Munday,  Daugliter  of  W"S  her  own  ac- 
count 

Betsey  Gould  (Daughter  of  Andrew  G.)  her  own  ac- 
count 

Benjamin  Adams  on  his  own  account  ' 

Lydia  Smith  on  her  own  account 

Lucy  11.  Wilkins  '<''.. 

Elizabeth  C.  Wilkins  "     " 

Gustavus  Dormau  Pike  on  account  of  his  parents 
Benj^.  Jr.  &  Iluldah  Pike 

Abigail  Kimball  INtcEwen,  on  account  of  lier  parents 
(by  adoption)  Bev^  Ja^  F.  ».^  Harriet  C.  Mc- 
Ewen 

Frederick  Pcrley  on  his  own  account 

Sarah  Abigail  Perkins)  on  account  of  their  mother 

David  Perkins  ->    Hannah,  Avife  of  David  P.       " 

Mary  Ann  Whiting  Moore,  on  account  of  her  mother 

Lois  jNIoore  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Septr 

Edwin  D.  Sanborn  on  his  own  account  July 

Arner  Avcrell  on  her  own  account  *' 

Ik'ujamin  Flavins  Pike,  on  account  of  his  parents 
Benj'^  Jr.  &  lluklah  Pike 


1,    1832. 


( < 

(( 

t  " 

t  ( 

iSlarch 

4 

a 

( I 

Julv 


1, 

(( 

15, 

10, 
7,  1833. 

C( 


28, 


.h 


Jan>' 

5,  1834. 

July 

13, 

t  ( 

20, 

Augt. 

24, 

June 

21,  1835. 
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Dudley  Bradstreet      .    On  aconiit  of  their  i7H)tlier 
John  r»rarL^;treet  (      Savali  ]'>ra(;l>treet,  the  ^vife 

IsraelliteaBiaclstreet J      of  John  Bradstrect  October  20,  1833. 

Thomas  Franklin  Ferguson  on  account  of  his  parents 

Thos.  &  Jfuldah  Fer^^uson  "  " 

Caroline  L.  Hart  on  her  own  account 
Mary  Ann  Perkins  on  account  of  her  mother,  Han- 
nah, the  ■wife  of  David  Perkins 
Su.san  Alzea  Stone  on  account  of  Jier  father  Doctr. 

Jer.  Stone 
Arathusa  Elizabeth  Pike  on  account  of  her  parents 

Benja.  Jr.  &  Iluldah  Pike 
Ebene/.er  Peabody  on  account  of  his  parents  Ebcn- 

ezer  &  Abi<i;ail  Peabody 
Edwin  Augustine  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father 

Augustine  S.  Peabody  "  '• 

Jacob  vSynionds  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father 

Augustine  S.  Peabody  July         24,  183G. 

George  Winslow  Dwinncl,  on  account  of  his  mother 

Louisa,  the  wife  of  John  Dwinnel  Octr.        23, 

Moses  V\^ildes  Stone  on  account  of  his  father  Doctr. 

Jeremiah  Stone  Nov""        20, 

Joslah  Peabody  Perkins   ^  on   account  of  tlieir 

>   parents  Dudly  &  Sarah 
Samuel  Yvebster  Perkins -^    Perkins  Septr.        17,1837. 

Edward  Hammond  Ferguson  \  on  account  of  parents 

I    Tiiomas  &  Huldah 
Kuth  Abigail  Ferguson  J    Ferguson  "  " 

Harriet  Eli/abeth  Bathink  on  her  own  account  July  1,  1838. 

Lucy  Foster  on  her  own  account  Septr.        2, 

Ellas  Putnam  Peabody  on  account  of  his  Parents 

Ebenezer  >!v:  Abigail  Peabody  ♦•  9, 

George  Cowls  Perkins  on  account  of  his  Parents 

Nathaniel  Jr.  &  Lucy  Perkins  •♦  •• 

Charlotte  W.  Taplin  on  her  own  account  Jan^  6,  1839.  j 

Betsey  Perkins,  wife  of  Amos  P.  on  her  own  ac-  i 

count  March       3,  1 

Betsey  Gould  wife  of  Tho'  G.  on  her  own  account 
Hannah  P.  Bradstreet  dau.  of  Porter,  on  her  own 

account 
Thomas  L.  Lane    on  his  own  account 
Robert  S.  Perkins    "     " 
Alva  Moulton  "     " 

Asa  Bradstreet        "     '•       "         " 

3 


March 

3, 

(1 

t( 

<( 

it 

<« 

«( 

<t 

(k 

(< 

(( 

May 

r>. 
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Lydia  Braclstrcct  (Dau.  of  W"  P>)  on  her  own  ac- 
count May  r>,  IS.'V.i. 

Sophia  C.  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Amos  P)  on  her  own  ac- 
count ii  •< 

Catherine  C.  Adams  on  account  oflicr  parents  Benj-' 

P.  &  Mary  Ann  Adaras  "  12, 

Rosamond  P.  Fer<^uson  on  account  of  lier  pajcnis 
Thomas  &  Iluldah  Ferguson 

Tiiomas  8.  Peabody  on  account  of  his  fatlicr  Au- 
gustine S.  Peabody  "  " 

William  G.  Peabody  1    on  account  of  their  mother 

V     Almira  the  wife  of  William 

George  W.  Pea])ody  j      Peabody  "  " 

Mehetable  F.  Adams  v,-ife  of  Iloiij'^  F.  A  damson  lioi' 

own  account  July  7, 

Frederick  \Yallace  Perley -J  on  account  of  parents 
Greenleaf  Proctor  Pcrlcy  >  Fi-ederick  &,  Almira  P. 
Susan  Ellen  Porley  J      Perlcy  Aug^         2o, 

Emerson  P.  Gould  on  his  own  account  Septem"^     1, 

Jonathan  P.  Gould  "     " 
Ariel  II.  Gould         "     " 
Moses  J.  Currier      "     "       " 
Henry  A.  Meiriam  "     "       "         " 
James  K.  Gillbrd      "     "      <'        *' 
Elizabeth  Simonds     on  her  ovvmi  account 
Mary  A.  Gould  "      " 

Sally  F.  Gould  "      "       «' 

Ann  Gould  "      " 

Ruth  P.  Batchelder    "      «<       "        "  '« 

MaryE.Munday         "      '«       "         »«  " 

Nov.  3, 


Elizabeth  A.  Goukl    "      "       "        "  '* 

Mary  Ann  E.  Coburn  on  her  own  account  "             " 

Catherine  K.  Wells  on  her  own  account  Jany          5,  1840. 

Lucy  II.  Lake             "     "       "         "  "             *' 

Iluldah  Florilla  J'ike       ^    on  account  of  their  p;iv- 

Ithnmah  Evandah  Pike  I      ents  Benjamin  &  Iluldah 

Amanda  Dolly  Pike       J      Pike  February  If., 

Abby  Wildes   Wright  on  account   of  her  parents 

John  &  Abigail  Wright  May          17, 


( I 

(1 

(( 

i( 

( ( 

i  ^ 

(( 

i  I 

Almira  P.  Perley 

'( 

a 

Isaiah  M.  Small 

(( 

his 

John  A.  Gould 

«i 

( ( 

Ruth  Lake 

(t 

hei 

Eliza  G.  Adams 

(( 

(< 
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Minerva  Achsali  Pike  on  account  of   her  purciUs 

Benj'^  &  Huld.ali  Pike  February  14,  1841 

Lncy  Abby  Pcabody  on  account  of  her  parents  Ebe- 

nezer  &  Abigail  Peal)0(ly  April  18, 


1841.  Mny  5.  "The  pastoral  n^lation  of  the  Rcv^^ 
eTaincs  F.  McEwen  to  this  chh.  closed  agreeably  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  Council  of  Febru;uy  last  j  tlie  Parish  having 
paid  him  his  salary,  &  two  hundred  &  liCty  dollai's  of  the 
sinu  awarded  him,  &  he  having  relinquished  one  hun- 
dj'ed  dollais." 


4 


\j  ' 
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